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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

 This, the first of His signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested His glory. 

 Who’s to blame: Adam or Eve? Let’s point fingers here and figure out who’s to blame for 

sin and death and damnation and separation from God. Adam? Or Eve? Well, as the 

husband, Adam was the one who was to be responsible. But Eve was the one who fell to the 

devil’s deceit and took the first bite of fruit. Furthermore, Eve then took that fruit and gave 

it to Adam to eat. Sounds like Adam was duped by Eve. If that were the case, maybe God 

should have given Adam a pass and just condemned Eve, possibly giving Adam a new wife. 

 But who does Adam blame for the Fall? Listen to Adam’s reply to God: “The woman 

whom You gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” I once heard this as 

the first finger pointing in the Bible: Adam points at Eve and says, “She did it!” Eve points at 

the serpent and says, “The snake did it!” But I don’t believe Adam was really blaming Eve, 

trying to deflect God’s righteous judgment onto the woman. Rather, I believe Adam was 

pointing his finger at God—“The woman whom You gave to be with me.” “You caused this to 

happen! You gave me the woman! It’s your fault!” No wonder they were hiding from God. It 

wasn’t simply that they were afraid of what God thought, but they also saw God as the 

cause of their problems. 

 Adam didn’t blame Eve for one simple reason: she was united to him. To blame Eve was 

for Adam to blame himself. “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold 

fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” One flesh. Eve was bone of Adam’s bones 

and flesh of Adam’s flesh. She was taken from Man and thus named Woman. They were 

united in a union that could not be separated—“What God has joined together, let man not 

separate,” right? What’s Adam’s is Eve’s, and what’s Eve’s is Adam’s—whether it’s blame or 

anything else. And so, the question of who to blame, Adam or Eve, might just be the wrong 

question. As a question, doesn’t it actually deny the very reality of marriage, of the union 

between one man and one woman for life? 
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 So, to blame Adam is to blame Eve, and to blame Eve is to blame Adam. They are 

husband and wife, united in one flesh. That’s what marriage is. It’s the oldest institution in 

the world. It was instituted before the Fall into sin. It was around before religion and 

sacrifice. It’s given to all people, regardless of whether or not they believe in God and Jesus. 

It’s right up there with the Creation of the world, for marriage was created on the sixth day, 

along with the first human beings. We confess our belief in marriage whenever we confess, 

“I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.” 

 And so God takes the accusation. Sure, He curses Adam and Eve with death, but not with 

eternal death. Adam and Eve overhear the Gospel promise that a Messiah will be born and 

rescue them. 

 So, what’s this have to do with our lessons this morning? Something about marriage? 

Where does Jesus perform His first “sign,” as John calls it? Ah, the wedding at Cana.  

 Who’s to blame for the wine running out? Who brings potential disaster and ruin to this 

newlywed couple’s reputation? (And running out of wine would have been truly disastrous 

for this couple—socially and religiously disastrous.) Yet we don’t seem to hear any finger 

pointing in the lesson, do we? It’s not clear, is it? But if you’ll humor me for just a minute, 

tradition provides an answer that I’d like to share. Tradition says Mary goes to Jesus 

because Jesus is the problem. The wine ran out because of Jesus. 

 We’re told that Jesus’ disciples believed in Him because they saw this first of His signs. 

That means that Jesus brought His twelve buddies with Him to the wedding reception. The 

invitation said “plus one.” Jesus brings twelve! 

 Also, one of the accusations against Jesus is that He is a glutton and a drunkard. He eats 

too much; He drinks too much. And He does it out in public! Maybe this wedding in Cana 

earns Him and His disciples this reputation. Of course, enemies are always looking for ways 

to slander and hurt. Yet it may be that these twelve extra unexpected guests drink a little 

too much and there’s just not enough wine for everybody. 

 So Mary’s going to Jesus may have been more like “You caused this mess with your 

friends so now you better do something about it” than her asking for Jesus to do a miracle. 

It would make Mary more like a stereotypical mother: hands on her hips, a scolding tone, 

and a no-nonsense expectation that her son will fix it…or else, mister. At least, that’s if this 
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one tradition is correct. Humor me homiletically, and let’s just say it’s correct—for at least 

the remainder of the sermon, shall we? 

 Jesus takes the accusation, just as God took Adam’s accusation in the Garden of Eden. But 

this time this bridegroom and his bride, this newlywed husband and wife, this Adam and 

Eve of Cana, don’t face the consequences. Indeed, they’re blissfully unaware of any 

problems. Instead of running down to the corner liquor store with the servants to carry the 

booze, Jesus takes six stone jars, each able to contain 20 to 30 gallons, and fills them to the 

brim with water changed into wine! The wine flows; the joy surges forth! It’s beyond all 

expectations. 

 Who’s to blame for your life’s problems? It’s easy to play the victim, to blame others, isn’t 

it? We can point at all kinds of people: our parents, our coworkers and classmates, our 

teachers and employers. We can point the finger at Hollywood or special interest groups or 

the media for how things are going. And we can’t forget the politicians. They’re the 

problem. We pay the price for their sin. 

 But is that how it really works? The president of the United States doesn’t make me get a 

bowl of ice cream at 11 p.m. Video games don’t make people go out and shoot people. 

Successful business men and women don’t make you cheat on your taxes. Peer pressure 

doesn’t make kids do drugs. These things might influence you, but they don’t force you. And 

that means you’re responsible for your actions. You are culpable. Each of you is responsible 

for his or her own actions. God’s Law holds you accountable for everything you’ve done 

wrong and everything you’ve failed to do perfectly right.  

 But Jesus does for you what He did at the Cana wedding. He goes beyond. In joy, He takes 

the accusations of the Law. That’s how the Gospel works. 

 Even before you were aware of any problems—indeed, even before you were a twinkling 

in your father’s eye—Jesus worked out your salvation. The accusations may fly at you—

after all, you have sinned, falling short of the glory of God—but none of the blame can hit 

you, impact you, ruin you for eternal life. Instead, Jesus gets in front of it and takes it unto 

Himself. He becomes the glutton, the drunkard, the slanderer, the murderer, the adulterer, 

the liar, and the thief. As St. Paul says, “He who knew no sin became sin for us.” He becomes 

all these things by dying for them on the cross, having taken the place of gluttons, 
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drunkards, slanderers, murderers, adulterers, liars, and thieves. And Jesus gives you His joy 

and a grand celebration, a marriage feast which has no end! 

 Jesus became united to you by dying on the cross. He takes your death, the punishment 

of your sin. Jesus and you are united in one flesh, united in a union that can’t be separated. 

“Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.” And what’s yours becomes 

His and what’s His becomes yours. In Baptism, you were taken from Christ and thus named 

Christian, buried in His death and raised in His resurrection. You feast on His flesh and 

blood in the Sacrament. Jesus united Himself to you and preserves that unity every week at 

the Altar. It is the marriage feast of Jesus, your bridegroom, and the Church, His bride. And 

just as Adam didn’t blame Eve, Christ doesn’t blame you.  

 So let’s ask who’s to blame for ruining the serpent’s fun? Who’s accountable for stopping 

the ruin of that couple at Cana? Who’s responsible for getting rid of sin and death and 

damnation and separation from God? You can point the finger—you can point the finger at 

Jesus. He caused it to happen. He gave you salvation. Indeed, Jesus saved the wedding 

banquet, and Jesus has saved you. 

 In His name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus + to life everlasting. 
  


