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Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

 “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” 

 As a pastor, I sometimes feel like a fraud. I go visit a sick person, a person who has some 

horrible condition that may or may not be curable, and I feel like a fraud. My Pastoral Care 

Companion is full of passages of Jesus performing healing after healing. The prayers are for 

Christ, as the Great Physician of body and soul, to lay His healing hand the person I’m 

visiting. We chat a little bit more. Nothing happens. I leave; the person is still sick. 

 Jesus chides the disciples, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” It’s a challenge and a 

criticism. “Don’t you believe I can handle this? Am I a weak man, cowering in the boat’s 

bow, pretending to sleep? No, I am more than a man. I am a great God. The sea and the wind 

obey Me.” 

 The problem with me feeling like a fraud is that I want to be God—I want to be in charge 

and tell Jesus what to do, as if my prayers are His marching orders. “I prayed for you to 

heal. So heal, will ya, God?” After all, the Scriptures are full of God’s promises to help: “Call 

upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.” The Second 

Commandment teaches us that we ought to “call upon [God’s name] in every trouble, pray, 

praise, and give thanks.” When my calling upon Jesus to fix the problems I see—to fix them 

immediately and it doesn’t immediately happen—well, I can doubt what good praying to 

God and talking about Jesus really does… and thus the fraudulent feelings. 

 I know that I’m not alone in my doubts. Isaiah complains: “My way is hid from the Lord, 

and my right is disregarded by my God.” The psalmists lament feelings of impotence and 

abandonment. And the Israelites constantly bemoan their unhappy circumstances, even 

preferring known slavery to the uncertainty of an unknown freedom. They asked God for 

help, but they didn’t receive it. Prophets and psalmists and grumbling Israelites aren’t 

alone in their dismay; many of you have prayed for aid to loved ones, but have watched 

their terrible suffering continue. 
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 But, like I said before, it’s because we want God to follow our rules. We treat Him like a 

cosmic vending machine. If we push the right buttons and pay with the coins of our 

devotion, then we should be able to get exactly what we want. God becomes a little God 

because our faith is little. 

 We haven’t read closely enough. We haven’t listened attentively enough. It’s not like we 

have somehow missed the fine print. No, God in His Word speaks quite clearly, boldly, and 

consistently. God has never ever promised to help those who want help only for their 

problems. God has never said He will listen to, much less hear, the unbelievers’ prayers. 

Rather, His promises are only for those who are His children, His possession, His faithful 

and obedient people. God loves those who love Him. He doesn’t force His love on anyone. 

And He won’t allow His love to be abused by those who normally want nothing to do with 

Him. It is for those who love God that all things work together for good. 

 This isn’t an indictment against the unbelievers. Rather, I remind you of this clear Word 

of God as a mirror. Ask yourself, “Do I love God? Am I His faithful and obedient child?” If the 

answer is “yes” (and it is), then why do you question God’s love for you, that He’s working 

all things to your good? I only ask, because that’s the question I need to ask myself at times. 

 God’s Word also says that He’s in control, not we. He created the stars and the sand on 

seashore—which only He can count. Nothing happens without His will. Here on earth there 

is not a sparrow that falls to the ground except it be His will. If a person gets sick, it’s God’s 

will. If a person wins the lottery, it’s God’s will. Whatever we behold, whether we consider 

it good or ill, all of it’s in conformity to His will. Such knowledge is too wonderful for us—

unsearchable, beyond all tracing out. His ways are higher than our ways; His thoughts are 

higher than our thoughts. Isn’t this how it ought to be? Isn’t man’s wisdom foolishness to 

God and God’s foolishness greater than man’s wisdom? Isn’t heaven higher than earth? 

 And so, whether I feel like a fraud or you doubt His care or we want to tell God what to 

do in any situation (which we so often do in our prayers), we can’t demand that we should 

be able to understand God’s ways and thoughts. To rely on God’s help is an act of faith. The 

Christian can’t see yet still has the assurance that God knows and wills what is best. 

 I’m reminded of a little illustration of Dr. Luther’s: Three virgins go to Church one 

Sunday morning, and they sit together in the front pew. After the sermon, an angel comes 

out from behind the altar and approaches them. To the first the angel absolutely just 
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showers her in compliments, strokes her face, and embraces her. To the second the angel 

matter-of-factly shakes her hand and asks, “How do you do?” To the third the angel says 

nothing but simply walks up to her and strikes her across the face. The angel then flees 

back behind the altar. Luther says that the first virgin is the believer God must coddle and 

stroke, showering her with blessings, lest she fall away from the faith. The second, Luther 

continues, is like many of us, believers given equal measure of blessing and hardship. But, 

the third virgin, says Luther, is the true Christian, the true Church. She’s the true Church 

because, despite God’s angel only giving her hardships and even striking her, she still looks 

to God—she still trusts His promises of grace. 

 God is all-powerful, almighty, omnipotent. He can quiet the storm and permit us to walk 

on the water. But everything He does He does as part of His governing of the world. He 

alone determines for Himself how His power shall be used. In our trouble and danger, we 

Christians must think as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego thought when they were 

thrown into the fiery furnace: “Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us…and He will 

deliver us…. But if not, be it known…that we will not serve [other] gods or worship 

[another].” This is a hard teaching, and many have walked away from Christ because of it. 

But the Christian declares, as Simon Peter did, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that You are the Holy 

One of God.” 

 This Jesus, by His sleeping in the boat, shows that He is truly man, sympathetic to our 

every need and distress and even doubt. This Jesus also, by His stilling of the storm with 

but a Word, shows that He is truly God, far above us in His thoughts and ways. This is the 

Holy One on whom we must rely for help in every distress, in every disease, in every single 

thing. And ultimately, this reliance on Him shall be vindicated and we shall be satisfied. He 

is not a fraud, but a true and faithful Savior, working in His time and according to His will. 

After all, it’s as King David sings: “The LORD is righteous in all His ways and kind in all His 

works.” 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus + to life everlasting. 


