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Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

 And [Jesus] was transfigured before them, and His face shone like the sun, and His clothes 
became white as light 

 Six days after Peter had confessed, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God”—six 

days after Jesus first tells His disciples of His impending death in Jerusalem at the hands of 

the religious, Jesus takes His three favorites—Peter, James, and John—up to a high 

mountain. Away from the crowds and other disciples. Just as Moses went up to Mount Sinai 

and shown with the glory of God, Jesus now ascends the mount and displays that same 

glory. 

 Moses’ face shined as an afterglow. This time, God’s glory radiates from Jesus Himself. He 

is transfigured, changed in appearance, “morphed.” He undergoes a metamorphosis right in 

front of their eyes. His face becomes bright like the sun, and His clothes are brilliant 

white. We confess it in the Nicene Creed: God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 

God. Here Jesus shows it. Jesus’ divinity shines through His humanity. He is fully God, 

shining brightly with the glory of God. And He is fully human at the same time. That’s what 

the transfiguration reveals: the mystery of Jesus’ divinity hidden under His humanity. 

 In the early days of Christianity, some people had difficulty believing that Jesus was truly 

human. They had no trouble with His being the Son of God, but they had trouble with the 

idea that God could actually become human. The best they could manage was that Jesus 

appeared to be a man. God in human disguise. Today, we mostly have the opposite 

problem. Most people have no trouble believing that Jesus is human, if they believe He 

exists at all. In fact, many people think that’s all He is: a great teacher, a nice guy, a prophet, 

a godly man, an example for the kids. But to say He’s God, the second Person of the 

undivided holy Trinity, now that’s another matter. 

 The transfiguration tells us that He’s both at one and the same time. As the Council of 

Chalcedon put it: without change, confusion, division, or separation. 100 percent God and 

100 percent man in one Person. (If you have a problem with the math, you can take it up 
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with Him.) The man from Nazareth named Jesus is the eternal Son of God, shining with the 

glory of God the way He once shone on Mount Sinai. Shining through His human flesh, not 

around it but through it. He is the God-man, a creature and yet the Creator, the finite 

assumed in the infinite, man and God at one in Jesus. 

 He’s the God of the living, and all are alive to Him. Even the dead. Moses and Elijah 

appeared also, talking with Jesus. They’re dead and have been dead for quite a while. Yet 

they are very much alive to God in Christ, and on this mountain they appear with 

Jesus. Moses, the man through whom came the Torah. Elijah, the foremost of the 

prophets. The Torah and the Prophets, pointing to Jesus, as they have always pointed to 

Jesus. Luke tells us that they were talking about Jesus’ “departure,” His exodus, meaning His 

death and resurrection. What a marvelous sight that must have been for Peter, James, and 

John—to see Jesus standing there with Moses and Elijah. And somehow they knew exactly 

who they were, with no need for introductions. “Peter, I’d like you to meet an old friend of 

mine.” We’re reminded that the dead in Christ are not lost. They are alive and well in Christ, 

who holds their lives in Himself safely. 

 Peter gets religious and wants to enshrine the event. “Good thing we're here,” he says, as 

if it all hung on him. “Let’s build three tents—one for you, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah.” But that’s not the point. Moses and Elijah are hardly on a par with Jesus. Moses and 

Elijah pointed to Jesus. They were types, pictures, signs of Jesus. They prepared the way for 

Jesus, and they are there to honor Jesus, and bear witness to Him. But they are not some 

sort of holy trinity. 

 Yet Peter wants to honor them and build a shrine to them. And that’s the problem with 

religion based on visions and experiences. It’s all about the experience and has nothing to 

do with Jesus. It distracts from Jesus and focuses our energies and attentions elsewhere. 

Peter wants to enshrine the event, memorialize it, box it up and turn it into a religion. It 

happens all the time, whenever and wherever someone has a religious vision. We shouldn’t 

be too quick to criticize Peter, because we’d be doing the same thing if Moses and Elijah 

appeared here this morning. Thank God they aren’t. Because our faith and salvation is not 

dependent on visions, but on a cross, an open empty tomb and a resurrected body with nail 

holes and a spear mark. The flesh of Christ is the substance of our faith. 
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 God preempts Peter’s building plan before he can get the first sticks together. The cloud 

that brooded over Sinai now drops down on this mountain. Peter, James, and John are 

caught up in the cloud, just as Moses once was. They hear a voice from the cloud, the same 

voice that spoke over Jesus’ baptism, repeating what was said at Jesus’ baptism. “This is my 

Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased. Listen to Him.” The emphasis is on Jesus. He 

is the beloved Son, in whom we are beloved. With Him God is well-pleased, and He is only 

well-pleased with us in Him. He alone has the words of eternal life. 

 Listen to Him. Not Moses. Moses can’t save you. Moses couldn’t even save himself, great 

as he was. He never made it to the Promised Land. He died in the wilderness and was 

buried by God. Moses can’t save you. The Ten Commandments can’t save you, because you 

can’t keep them. Elijah can’t save you. Yes, he was whisked off to heaven in the whirlwind-

and-fiery-chariot event, but he has no coattails to ride. Those fell to Elisha and to the 

prophets after him. Elijah would point you to Jesus and say, “Follow Him. He’s the One I was 

talking about. Listen to Him.” Moses would say to us, “Jesus is the One I said was coming 

who was greater than I. Listen to Him.” 

 Listen to Him. That’s much different from those preachers who say, “Listen to me.” 

Listen to Jesus. He has something to say to you. His words are words of eternal life, words 

of forgiveness and healing, words that raise the dead. Listen to Him when He says, “Do this 

in remembrance of Me.” He knows what He’s talking about. Listen to Him when He says, 

“Your sins are forgiven.” He means what He’s saying, and His words do what they 

say. Listen to Him when He says, “I will raise you up on the Last Day.” He alone can do it. 

 The cloud, the voice, Moses and Elijah, shining Jesus—it’s all too much for the 

disciples. The Israelites couldn’t bear to look upon Moses’ face as it shone with God’s glory. 

Imagine how overwhelming this sight was for Peter, James, and John. The vision is too 

great, too glorious, too much to bear. The disciples faint with fear. And we’d drop dead in 

our tracks too. Sinners can’t bear to look on the glory of God and live to tell about it. They 

have to die first. As Moses and Elijah did. As we do too. That glorious vision will be ours too 

one day, all in due time. And it already is by faith in Jesus. But for the moment, this 

mountain is too much, too dangerous, too holy, too bright, too glorious. Jesus knows 

that. He comes to His disciples, fainted dead away in fear. He reaches out with His right 

hand and picks them up. Don’t be afraid. And when they looked up, all they saw was Jesus 
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alone. No cloud, no voice, no Moses and Elijah, only Jesus as they had known Him before 

they were knocked off their feet by His glory. Now they were ready to come down from the 

mountain and face the cross. 

 This same Jesus, who shined so brightly, would soon hang dead in the darkness in His 

hour of glory. There would be no voice of the Father, no Moses or Elijah, no bright cloud. 

Only dead Jesus on a cross alone in the darkness, bearing the world’s sin, bringing the 

world through His death to resurrection. That’s His glory. That’s why Jesus didn’t want 

them to say anything about what they saw until He died and rose. Jesus didn’t come to give 

the world a vision, but a death and a resurrection. 

 Peter never forgot that day on the mountain. Years later, he would write, “We didn’t 

follow clever myths and stories. We were eyewitnesses of His majesty. We saw His glory, 

we heard the voice of the Father, we were with Him on His holy mountain.” This isn’t some 

kind of make-believe, wishful thinking, fantasy game. This is real. The Son of God really 

became man, was crucified and rose from the dead. And you really were with Him on His 

holy mountain. With Him in His own body, crucified on the mountain called Calvary. And 

soon you will be raised up from the dead on His mountain called Zion, heavenly Jerusalem, 

God’s city of which you are citizens. 

 We get a glimpse of the future, our future, which is already ours in Jesus. It all ends 

gloriously in Jesus, and you don’t need to go to a mountain to draw close to the glory. The 

glory has come down to you. You have the prophetic Word made sure. You have your 

Baptism, a personal Word from God to you, your own transfiguration in Jesus from glory to 

glory. You have the body and blood of Jesus, a body and blood filled with the death and life 

of God Himself. A glimpse of glory here and now for you. 

 There’s no need to keep it a secret. Christ has died and risen. His work is done. Salvation 

is won. Tell everyone what you’ve seen and heard. It’s too good, too glorious to keep to 

yourself. The Jesus who shines brighter than the sun is the Jesus who died and rose that 

you might live in His light forever. 

 In His name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus + to life everlasting. 


