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Sexagesima 
February 19, 2017 
Luke 8:4-15 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Muncie, Ind. 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

 As he said these things, [Jesus] called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 Why did Jesus speak to the people in parables? Why did Jesus tell stories like the 

Sower and the Seed? Was it simply to illustrate the spiritual truths He was 

proclaiming? That’s not really the case. Jesus wasn’t just being folksy or presenting 

the Gospel in a simple way that everyone could grasp. He says here, “For others they 

are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not 

understand.’” Those who heard the parables had the truth right in front of them. But 

they didn’t get it and couldn’t get it by their own reason or strength, because they 

didn’t believe. 

 Jesus’ parables in many ways are more like riddles or mysteries. They both reveal 

and conceal. They draw the line between faith and unbelief. Only those to whom God 

reveals their meaning understand the parables. To the rest they are closed, a puzzle, 

a mystery, an enigma. 

 The Gospel says that great crowds were coming out to see Jesus, people from 

every city. But Jesus’ purpose wasn’t to satisfy the curious. Jesus’ teaching and 

miracles weren’t about impressing multitudes but about ushering in God’s kingdom. 

And so to the crowds, who came with a variety of motivations and agendas, Jesus 

speaks in parables, mysteries, riddles, that the unfaithful who seek not the kingdom 

of God are driven away and left in ignorance, and that true disciples are drawn in to 

discover and grasp the meaning hidden in Jesus’ words. 

 The disciples themselves ask Jesus, “What does this parable mean?” Sounds a lot 

like the Catechism, doesn’t it? “What does this mean?” He who has ears to hear, let 

him now listen to the answer His Spirit gives. The Sower is God. The seed is the 

Word of God. This Word and preaching of Christ is living and powerful to conceive 

new life in those who hear it. For Christ Himself is the Word made flesh. In Him 

dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. Though the seed appears small and 
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unimpressive, it contains within it the power of God to save. You are the dirt in this 

parable, for you are children of Adam, who was created from the dirt. The problem 

is that this dirt has become infested with problems—hardening and rocks and 

thistles. These things represent that unholy threesome—the devil, the world, and 

our sinful nature—which work against the fruitfulness of our Lord’s planting. 

 In the first instance, the seed falls on the path, the hard, foot-worn soil. The Word 

of Christ makes it through the ears, but it’s not comprehended; it isn’t received or 

inwardly digested. It bounces off a hardened, impenitent heart—the heart that says, 

“I can do without Jesus or forgiveness or preaching or the Sacraments for a 

while.” “Yeah, I’ve heard all this stuff before; I learned it as a kid. Whatever. Give me 

something new.” This is the result of our stubborn self-will, our attempts to deny 

our lost condition and our need for Jesus’ help. Seed that falls on the hardened path 

is gobbled up by the birds. God forces no one to listen to the Good News. He permits 

the devil to come and snatch away the Gospel. 

 In the second instance, the seed falls on rocky soil—a thin layer of dirt over hard 

rock. This is the shallow soil of surface faith, superficial religion based on felt needs 

instead of a deeply rooted faith in the truth. It’s a comfortable version of 

Christianity, one that fits in with a person’s lifestyle rather than calling that lifestyle 

into question and calling that person to account. The Word is heard with lots of joy 

and uplifting worship, but there’s very little in the way of real repentance and faith. 

It’s the religion of the easy chair instead of the cross, the wide road rather than the 

narrow. 

 You see, everything happens immediately in shallow soil. The seed sprouts 

immediately and grows quickly. This is the faith that wants to see instant results in 

one’s life. It’s a practical spirituality, one that seeks “how-tos” for living in this world 

more than it seeks life with God in the world to come. “I’ll believe in God as long as 

He keeps coming through for me by giving me success at work or good health or a 

good marriage or a happy family. But if things start to get too difficult, if this religion 

thing stops paying off, then forget it.” Such a plant with little root and quick growth 

is spindly and weak. It can’t survive the heat of the noonday sun. The Word of Christ 

is heard and received with immediate enthusiasm, but when following Christ begins 
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to jeopardize your friendships or your job or your life, that joy and excitement is 

exposed to be a temporary zeal that quickly dries up and dies under testing and the 

cross. 

 In the third instance, the seed lands among the thorns that choke out the young 

seedlings. Christ is preached and heard and believed, but there are so many other 

voices clamoring for our attention that faith in Christ’s Word gets choked off, like 

weeds crowding out a garden plant. That’s the big temptation that our culture places 

before us. There are so many pleasures and distractions and diversions offered to us 

that we don’t have time for the one thing needful. You may desire within yourself to 

pray more regularly and read the Bible and have devotions; but then you hardly 

ever seem to have the time, there’s so much else you have to do first. The thorns 

crowd in and crowd out God’s Word. Even here in church they try to crowd your 

mind and divert your attention to other things so that you can’t dwell on God’s Word 

as you should. 

 Jesus says specifically that the thorns are the cares, riches, and pleasures of life. 

First there’s anxiety. How will we pay the bills? How am I going to deal with this 

problem or that situation? Anxiety is what we feel when we fail to trust that God 

knows what we need even before we ask Him. Anxiety is the prayer that we pray to 

our false gods when they aren’t coming through for us. It chokes out our prayers to 

the one true God who is our help in every time of trouble. 

 Then there’s greed, the endless desire for more stuff, better stuff. St. Paul says 

many have wandered from the faith and pierced their hearts with many pangs on 

greed’s sharp thorns. Greed turns the good gifts of God into idols, greedy false gods 

that consume you until you’re no longer able to hear God’s Word and preaching, to 

pray, to come to the Lord’s Table. 

 Finally there are the pleasures of life, the vast array of recreation and 

entertainment that the world has to offer. These things may not be bad of 

themselves. But they can very easily begin to dominate your life and take up vast 

chunks of your time because of the temporary satisfaction that they give. However, 

in the end they offer you nothing real, nothing that lasts, no fruit. 

 Now you are that dirt into which the heavenly Sower plants His seed, dirt that the 
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devil, the world, and sin want to make unfruitful, so that you’ll remain nothing more 

than dust. But the Lord is now at work to make you into good soil. He’s been at work 

in this very service, through His Word and preaching to apply His Law to you—to 

weed out every distraction, every idol, every denial of Christ; to clear away your 

boasting and plow under your pride. With the tilling blade of the Law, He cuts 

through your hard hearts to the depths of your deadness. Acknowledge that 

working of the Lord. Acknowledge your need to be tilled and turned by Him. Know 

that even through difficulties and disappointments and diseases God is at work to 

cultivate faith in you, to teach you to trust Him and to receive everything as a gift 

from His hand. He turns and tills you like soil, breaking your hearts in contrition, 

and into those broken and contrite hearts He plants the life-giving Gospel of Christ. 

 In fact we need to recognize that it is Christ Himself and Christ alone who is that 

fourth good soil. Christ alone is without sin’s stain; nor is He overcome by the devil 

or the world. He who is the divine Word of the Father was cast like seed from 

heaven into the good soil of His perfect humanity, which He assumed in the womb of 

the blessed Virgin Mary. He’s the One with the noble and good heart who received 

His Father’s will and perfectly carried out His Father’s Word, growing up and 

producing a bountiful harvest. 

 And you are that harvest. You are the fruit of Christ’s work because Christ cleared 

away the debris in your soil through the power of His suffering and death. Thorns 

were placed on the head of Christ, the Lamb of God who bears the sin of the world. 

For you and for your deliverance Jesus was crucified in some hardened and rocky 

soil called Golgotha, the place of the skull. There, He bore the heat of the day and the 

fire of your judgment. There, people hurled insults like stones at Him, and Satan, like 

a scavenging bird, hellishly hounded Him and devoured Him. And yet because Christ 

suffered all of that in your place, the devil and the world, sin and death are now 

conquered for you. Christ has destroyed the power of the raven and the hard clay, 

the thorn and the rock from the inside out. For on the third day our Lord rose from 

the depths of the earth, bringing with Him the abundance of His mercy and the 

fruitfulness of His new life, for you. 

 Our Lord Jesus is that promised seed of Abraham and of David. He was planted in 
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the tomb in order that abundant life might spring up and that a great harvest might 

be brought in through His bodily resurrection. And you are a part of that crop. You 

are one in whom the Word of life has been planted. The seed was scattered on you in 

the water of your Baptism. It is sown in the Absolution and the proclamation of the 

Gospel. And the seed of Christ will land on the soil once again today as the very body 

and blood of Christ are placed into your mouth for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Christ’s Word is at work in you now, that you may bear fruit with patience. The 

Sower is still sowing His seed, that you may have His life forever. 

 Brothers and sisters of Christ, to you it has been given to know the mysteries of 

the kingdom of God. Treasure these mysteries, dwell upon them, believe in them, so 

that you may remain deeply rooted in the Word of Christ, and so that you may share 

in Christ’s resurrection in the great harvest on the Last Day. “He who has ears to 

hear, let him hear!” 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus + to life everlasting. 


