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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

 And I will show you a still more excellent way (1Co 12:31b). 

 We are fast approaching the season of Lent. Already, we’ve begun to remove a few things 

from our liturgy. Alleluias will be sung at Easter; but, for now, we are left with meditative 

silence. In that silence we are given opportunity to ponder our sinful condition and Christ’s 

work to free us from that condition. At our Lenten midweek services, we’ll look at the 

Seven Deadly Sins. But this morning, before we go into detail and description of our 

transgressions, we’re going to look at love and its virtues. Contrasted with the seven vices, 

love has twice as many virtues plus one. 

 To begin, “Love is patient.” This means that a person who has love in his heart can wait a 

long time, peacefully and without becoming angry, when another does all kinds of evil to 

him. He can wait however long it takes for the other to realize his wrongdoing. 

 “Love is kind.” Whoever has love in his heart will not appear gruff and gloomy, but will 

show that he’s filled with good toward everyone. He finds his joy in making others happy 

and in serving them. 

 “Love does not envy.” A person with love in his heart isn’t jealous of the good another 

has. He doesn’t envy him if he has more earthly goods or spiritual gifts, more blessings, and 

more honor and respect. He rejoices in what his neighbor has as if it were his own. 

 “Love does not boast.” Someone who is filled with true love will not use his intelligence 

or ability at someone else’s expense, putting others down so that he looks better. 

 “Love is not arrogant.” The person ruled by love doesn’t look down at others with 

contempt. Instead, he considers them greater than himself, their gifts better, their value 

more. He places himself among the lowly. 

 “Love is not rude.” Where love dwells in the heart, a person isn’t vulgar in word or in 

appearance. That person isn’t impolite, but modest and unpretentious. His behavior doesn’t 

demand attention or acceptance. 



 “Love does not insist on its own way.” Where love is, one doesn’t seek to gain at his 

neighbor’s expense. His good works are not motivated by selfishness or by desire for 

reward; rather, only in faith toward God and in fervent love toward neighbor. He rejoices 

more in drying a stranger’s tears than in drying his own, and in being able to heal a 

stranger’s wounds instead of his own. 

 “Love is not irritable.” When a Christian is full of love, he can’t be prodded to anger. He 

guards, rather, his peace in God, for it is precious and sweet to him. He protects this peace 

not with threats, but with meekness. 

 “Love is not resentful.” The one who has love doesn’t wait for an opportunity to take 

revenge on his enemy. He wishes evil on no one. He doesn’t pray for God to punish another. 

He seeks not to destroy his enemy but to convert him so that they may be friends. He wants 

his enemy to have a blessed life here on earth and also forever in heaven. 

 “Love does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.” A person who has 

true love is gentle toward the sinner and the erring, but he is just as earnestly opposed to 

sin and error. True love is holy love. A love that doesn’t hate unrighteousness and doesn’t 

rejoice in the truth can only be an illusion of love. 

 “Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” The one 

whose heart is kindled by love “bears” the weaknesses of his neighbor as if they were his 

own. He covers them, excuses them, and turns everything for the best.  

 He “believes” that the good he sees in his neighbor is just that. He doesn’t nurture 

suspicion or distrust in his heart.  

 He “hopes” for the conversion of the neighbor even when he sees obvious sin and evil in 

that person.  

 And, where hope no longer seems possible, the one motivated by love “endures” 

everything humbly, not letting himself be moved to hatred and revenge, but waiting 

patiently and quietly for the Lord’s return. 

 And I will show you a more excellent way: the way of Christ. 

 Christ is patient. He has waited from eternity, peacefully and even eagerly for you to 

realize your wrong against Him.  



 Christ is kind. He doesn’t come as condemning judge, but as a savior and friend to all 

people. His joy is found in His suffering and death on the cross for you who’ve wronged 

Him and others and in giving to you a happy condition.  

 Christ does not envy. Rather, He rejoices in the love the Father has shown the world, 

though it cost Him His very life. He rejoices because by His dying and rising He has gained 

you for eternal life. 

 Christ does not boast. Instead, His ability to save has lifted you in the eyes of the Father, 

making you beloved. 

 Christ is not arrogant. He who was highest made Himself the lowliest so that you, 

humbled by your sin, are exalted in His righteousness. 

 Christ is not rude. In word and deed, even in His healing of the blind and the lame and in 

His casting out of demons, He pointed to the faith which glorifies your heavenly Father and 

you, His dear brothers and sisters. He became the One despised by men—smitten, stricken, 

and afflicted. The One not esteemed so that the Father holds you in high regard. 

 Christ does not insist on His own way. Indeed, as He prayed at Gethsemane, He wanted 

another way to save you. But He submitted to the Father’s will and took your punishment. 

Christ wipes away every tear from your eyes. It is by His wounds that you are healed. 

 Christ is not irritable. Though He was attacked constantly by His enemies—even to the 

point of death, death on a cross—still He prayed for their forgiveness. Your sin’s affront to 

Christ is greater than you can imagine. But His love is greater still. He looks upon you not 

with anger but with compassion. 

 Christ is not resentful. He doesn’t resent you for the punishment He took in your place—

and the place of all people. He has desired nothing less than your conversion, your turning 

away from sin and to Him in faith in order that you may not perish eternally but have 

everlasting life. 

 Christ does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. He hates your sin; He 

hates what your sin does to you and condemns you to. But Christ came to deal with your sin 

on the cross. The truth is that He has dealt with your sin fully and completely. The holy One 

has paid for the unholy, and He continues to give His holiness to you by constantly 

bestowing forgiveness to you—in Baptism, in Absolution, in the Lord’s Supper—and all the 

angels in heaven rejoice as each sinner is saved. 



 Christ bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Kindled 

within His heart, His love moved Him to take on your human weakness, making it His own. 

In His body, He has covered your sins and failures, your imperfections and inadequacies, 

because love covers a multitude of sin. He has turned everything for the best, working all 

things together for your good.  

 Christ believes that you are worth redeeming and, for His sake, the heavenly Father 

beholds you as His dear child.  

 Christ hopes to save all people, for the Father desires that all people are saved and come 

to a knowledge of the truth. 

 And even in the face of obvious sin and unbelief and rejection and denial, Christ endures 

everything in humility. He doesn’t seek to destroy those who would have nothing to do 

with Him. Instead, because of His tremendous and enduring love, Christ continues to call, to 

invite, to offer, and to reach out—until that Day when He shall return. When you’ve begun 

to turn from Him, He has continued to call you and promised to come to you and be with 

you. This is the profound depth of His love for you. 

 How glorious is this love of Christ! It’s a heavenly diadem that Christ wears, and each 

virtue gleams like a radiant jewel. Each proclaims Christ’s love for you with the splendor of 

heaven itself. 

 In Christ’s name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus + to life everlasting. 


