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The Seven Deadly Sins: Greed 

 A few years back, I was visiting an elementary school, and I saw some of students’ 

work, which was posted outside the classrooms. One teacher gave the students an 

assignment to make a collage of all the things they’d buy if they had a million dollars. 

It was interesting to look at all the different collages. Some had pictures of houses 

and John Deere tractors and McDonald’s food and the video game system Xbox. One 

stood out, though. The student had taken the local five and dime car magazine, the 

one where people advertise their automobiles for sale, and pasted page after page 

on his poster board. If he had a million dollars, he’d buy all the cars he could. 

 There was no discrimination—no liking one car over another; color, style, make, 

model, age, condition… none of it mattered—just a total desire to possess as many of 

the vehicles as possible. Already the child displayed his greed, and it was in the 

school hallway for all to behold. 

 I wonder what the reactions were like. Did the teacher try to correct the child? 

Did the teacher even feel it was her place? How did the other kids respond? Did they 

say it was silly that he just wanted cars? What did his mom or dad say? Did they 

point out that he could only drive one car at a time? 

 A boy much like that one is a former star on a major late night program. Jay Leno, 

comedian and former host of The Tonight Show, owns 169 cars, 117 motorcycles, 

and 5 aircraft. He had to build a million-dollar garage just to house all of them. Just a 

couple years ago, Jay only owned 200 vehicles, but his collection is quickly growing. 

You can even go online to “Jay Leno’s Garage” and see pictures and videos of all the 

cars and bikes and planes. 

 Now, we mention Jay Leno and his car collection not to condemn him, but to 

illustrate greed and its acceptability in our culture. And how does our culture feel 

about it? He’s got a television show displaying his greed, but how many people even 

think about it as such? Yet this man struggles with greed, the focusing on earthly 
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things so much to the exclusion of heavenly things. And the earthly things on which 

he focuses are only to his desire. Mr. Leno is by no means a philanthropist. In 2005, 

he made 32 million dollars. In the last 15 years, he has given away about six 

hundred thousand dollars to a couple organizations, but that number is dwarfed by 

the amount he’s spent on vehicles. His passion is everything automotive to the 

exclusion of much else.  

 And that’s what greed does. It consumes a person, focusing him or her so much on 

earthly and worldly things that things of God are forgotten or are condemned as 

irrelevant. It doesn’t have to be about just cars, but it could be any type of 

possession—or all types of possessions. Greed consumes both the miser and the 

hoarder. Greed is about wealth, status, or power. Greed causes the person to become 

absorbed with the good and gracious earthly blessings and gifts of our Father, but 

not our Father. This is extremely dangerous, as St. Paul tells us: “But those who 

desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful 

desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the 

root of all kinds of evil. It is through this craving that some have wandered away 

from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs” (1Ti 6:9-10). 

 Howard Hughes, at one time the richest man in America, was once asked, “How 

much money is enough?” His answer was quite honest and revealing: “A little bit 

more.” The god of greed, called Mammon by our Lord Jesus, is never satisfied. A 

person trapped by greed always suffers the hunger pangs of needing just a little bit 

more, whether that be money or fame or control. As Apostle Paul says, they have 

“pierced themselves with many pangs” for they are never satisfied. No matter how 

much money and stuff and fame Howard Hughes acquired, he remained a very 

troubled man. No matter how many vehicles Jay Leno buys, he can’t take them into 

the afterlife—although the Pyramids of Ancient Egypt were monuments to that very 

wrong idea. No matter how many cars that schoolboy pastes on his collage, there are 

still more cars out there. 

 Greed leaves a person blinded to the God who gives the gifts, and that is why it is 

so deadly. 
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 But our Father who art in heaven has not been blinded by the things of this world, 

but even used greed to work our salvation. Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus on account 

of his greed, namely, 30 pieces of silver. Caiaphas the High Priest tried Jesus and 

handed Him over to Pontius Pilate because he was greedy to maintain his power and 

influence. The devil was behind it all, greedy for man’s destruction, failing to 

recognize that God was saving us all with the death of that One Man Jesus Christ. 

That greed, which blinded them, God has used for us men. 

 And God the Father gives us true sight, showing us what is truly important. The 

things of the world—even cars and wealth and prestige—are all wonderful things 

we can enjoy, but they aren’t the end of all things. Rather, moth and rust will destroy 

them. Thieves can break in and steal them. But we have something greater. We have 

a treasure in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 

not break in a steal—we have Jesus, the only-begotten Son of the Father, given for 

us. Freely given, Jesus satisfies our needs on earth, granting us contentment in both 

abundance and in want, and promises to satisfy us with His blessings for all eternity. 

 In His name. 

 


