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Lent 2 (Reminiscere) 
March 12, 2017 
Matthew 15:21-28 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Muncie, Ind. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

 [Jesus] replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.” 

 Jesus calls the Canaanite woman a dog. How many of us could take a comment 

like that? Do we do well with criticism? I don’t know about you, but I usually get 

defensive and upset. Some get verbally abusive when someone says the least bit 

negative thing about them. Why is this? Is it because our self-worth is wrapped up in 

what others think and say about us. For example, the school system in England 

decided to remove the word “fail” from the grade books. It’s now labeled “deferred 

success,” because we don’t want to scar these little children by calling them failures. 

 If we’re so sensitive about criticism regarding schoolwork or job performance, 

how do you think people are going to respond being called “sinners”? How do you 

think people react when someone tells them they’re wrong not just about something 

little, but about eternal salvation? I know firsthand—as I’m sure many of you do as 

well—that it’s not at all pleasant. People yell and scream, curse and spit at you. 

People spout cruel and hurtful things, trying to make you as lowly and despicable as 

they are. It’s like when a junior high school boy asks a girl out for the first time, she 

says “No,” and he replies, “Well, you’re ugly anyway.” He runs away, embarrassed. 

She’s left crying. And with all the accusations flying about on the news, one wonders 

if people ever mature. 

 How about what we do every Sunday when we say the Confession of our sins? Do 

you know people offended by the words, “we poor sinners confess to you that we 

are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against you by thought, 

word, and deed”? Who dare say that I’m a sinner? I live a pretty good life! How can 

these people humiliate themselves? God must be some type of sick-o to enjoy people 

saying how bad they are. 

 Into this comes Jesus and His conversation with the Canaanite woman. Doesn’t it 

sound? like Jesus is verbally abusing this poor woman? Can’t you lay off, Jesus? She’s 
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had it pretty rough. Her daughter’s demon-possessed. Her life’s a mess. That demon 

has destroyed her household. And Christ just walks away from her. Even the 

disciples can’t help but be moved by her cries of distress. This woman, wailing, 

weeping, following them, is making a public spectacle of herself. And the disciples 

can’t stand to see the sight of her—she makes them feel extremely uncomfortable. 

They plead with Jesus, “Lord, send her away. She won’t leave us alone.” 

 Jesus responds, shockingly, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” “I didn’t 

come for this woman, this pagan, this idol-worshipping dog.” 

 What? Does this seem right? Is this the Jesus we know? The people of Israel are 

like an adulterous wife, yet Jesus courts and woos them. Despite their immorality He 

strives to win them back. Despite their blasphemy He pleads with them. But this 

Canaanite woman, who pleads with Him…well, her he ignores. It’s not like she’s 

making demands. She merely pleads, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  

 This woman isn’t proud. She’s not above groveling. She knows her state of filth. 

She is fully aware of her despised state. It appears that Jesus can criticize her all he 

wants, because it’s all true. She’s not lying to herself. She knows she’s a dog, begging 

this miracle-worker. She sees in Jesus her only hope, the only one who can save her 

from a demon-possessed daughter. She sees Jesus as the only Savior of her soul-

ravaged child. Jesus is her only hope. 

 What kind of example is this for us? She’s an example, right? Jesus makes her one. 

Indeed, this woman is one of the greatest examples in the Scriptures of humility. She 

knows her sin; she knows who she is before God. She has no illusions about her self-

worth, about her ability to be good before God. She doesn’t even think about striking 

a bargain with Jesus. She just weeps and pleads before the Lord, convicted of her sin, 

of her fallen nature. She needs Jesus, and she knows it. 

 How many of us know that we need Jesus? When people are offended by our 

confession of sins, they are denying Christ and His work on the cross. They are 

saying, “I’m not all that bad. Jesus didn’t need to die for my sins. They’re no big deal. 

I can make things right.” Too often people think they have to do something in their 

salvation. Oh, I have to give to the Church. I have to give to the poor. I have to do 

good works. I have to claim Jesus, make a decision that he’s my Lord and Savior. 
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Whenever we think we have to do anything to earn our salvation, we are denying 

that Christ is our Lord, that He’s our Savior. We’re saying, “God, you can take me 

most of the way, but I’ll walk these last few steps on my own. You can rescue me 

from this 90%, but I have to take the 10%.” Is it our pride that wants a hand in 

salvation? Do we want our say? To have some control? But Jesus can’t save those 

who are struggling to save themselves. 

 Jesus saves the humble. For it is in humility that true faith resides. We need to see 

how utterly helpless we are. And then, we can see how great and powerful Jesus is. 

We can indeed see Him as our awesome God, the Lord of creation, the God-man who 

can heal with a Word, who can restore a demon-possessed daughter, saving mother 

and home. 

 This woman, though, is she cowardly? No, she’s bold, isn’t she? The Canaanite 

woman knows exactly what Jesus can do. She knows that He’s the Savior. It’s as if 

Jesus had said to her, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock 

and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks 

finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened” (Matt. 7:7,8). And so she 

claws at His legs, begging on her knees, crying, “Lord, help me!” Jesus replies, “It is 

not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.” “You are a dog, you 

are one of the Gentiles, and you worship idols. Don’t dogs dig through the garbage?” 

And so, like a dog, she might’ve been tempted to turn away, with her tail between 

her legs, leaving as she had come: a mongrel, flea-bitten dog.  

 Does Jesus calling her a dog put her off? No. She is made bold in her desperation. 

Humility and boldness aren’t mutually exclusive. She answers Jesus: “Yes, Lord,” 

“You’ve called me a dog, and a dog I am. ‘But even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 

from their masters’ table.’ I only need a small blessing; I only ask for crumbs.” 

 Do you see this woman and her bold humility? Jesus calls her a dog and she says, 

“I am a dog.” Isn’t this what we call repentance? She acknowledges her sins and 

failings, but also her need of a Savior. And did Jesus let her wallow in her misery? Of 

course not! Immediately the Lord responded, “Woman, you have great faith! Your 

request is granted.” You have asked, and sought, and knocked; receive, find, be the 

door opened to you.  
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 What makes her faith great? Is it about the quality of her faith? How about what 

her faith is in? If she believed a flying spaghetti monster or invisible purple monkeys 

on the ceiling—regardless of how completely sincere and convinced she is—

wouldn’t we consider her bonkers? So, isn’t it rather the greatness of faith’s object 

that makes it great? 

 Her faith is great because Jesus is great. She believes that Jesus is strong enough 

and powerful enough to cast out demons. And she’s right. Jesus is a great and 

magnificent God. He is so great that He came not only to save Israel, but all people, 

including Canaanites and Romans and even Americans. Jesus, in His great mercy, 

humbled Himself. God took on human flesh, was conceived by the Holy Spirit and 

borne of the Virgin Mary. He wasn’t puffed-up in His power. He didn’t go around 

bragging about His might. Instead of calling down the angels to rescue Him, He 

submitted Himself to be crucified under Pontius Pilate. He didn’t stop His suffering, 

His death, and His burial—because of His greatness. “Greater love has no one than 

this, that someone lays down his life for his friends” (Jn 15:13). Jesus humility is so 

great that He commends not Himself, but rather this woman’s faith. 

 Jesus didn’t just die for a few, but for all the world. His sacrifice is enough for all 

people—for every sinner ever to walk the face of this earth. To those who are stuck 

in their sin, committed to their evil ways and life-styles, Jesus gives them the Law, 

just as He did the Canaanite woman. He shows them who they are and tells them the 

consequence of their sin—“You are a dog.” And those who have been convicted of 

their sin, through the power of the Holy Spirit and Christ’s Word, can respond boldly 

with her: “Yes, Lord,” “I am a dog, I ask only for crumbs.”  

 Jesus and His servants don’t point out your sin to abuse and criticize you. Rather, 

they point out your sin so that you might cling to Jesus ever more firmly. Jesus 

doesn’t want to put you off from Church and His wonderful gifts offered here, but He 

wants you to see how truly precious these gifts are. Jesus humbles us that we might 

be raised with Him in glory. We don’t confess our sins to wallow in our misery, but 

so that Jesus, with a Word, will forgive them. He, who died for our sins and was 

raised for our justification, is the only one who can forgive you your sins. He is the 

only God strong enough to rescue you from them and the bitter pangs of death. 
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 Christ’s humiliation didn’t last forever; rather, He was raised on the Third Day 

and ascended into heaven. And on the Last Day, Jesus will come, raising the dead 

into glory with Him. We, like the Canaanite woman, are as dogs in our sin, begging 

for the crumbs from our Master’s table. Yet, we, who are as dogs, are raised up. We 

have been raised up just as Christ was raised, exalted before the Father. If this is 

how Jesus promises to treat us, what does that say about our worth, our value? 

What does Jesus giving up His very life for us say about how precious we are to 

Him? And if He glorifies us, raising us to sit at His table, are we any longer begging 

like dogs? Or maybe He makes us to be like the children of the Master. Yes, in bold 

humility and in faith in Jesus, that is exactly what we are. To Him be the glory 

forever and ever. 

 In His name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus + to life everlasting. 


