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Lent 3 (Oculi) 
March 19, 2017 
Luke 11:14-28 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Muncie, Ind. 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

 [Jesus said,] “But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the 
kingdom of God has come upon you.” 

 Whose world is this? Who has authority over it? Originally, authority over this 

earth and everything in it was given to Adam and Eve. God charged them to care for 

this creation of His. He even gave Adam the right to name all the animals and plants. 

But that authority was soon lost, wasn’t it? Through trickery and deceit, the devil 

wrested ownership of this earth from mankind. That’s why Jesus refers to the devil 

as the Prince of this World. 

 We don’t need to look very intently to see that this is true. Most of the world is 

lost in unbelief. Each person commits such great sin that there is no chance for 

peace on earth. Countries stockpile weapons of mass destruction—those who don’t 

have them want them, those who do have them constantly threaten to use them. 

Greed and selfishness seem to govern most of our actions. Fear and terror run 

rampant in our communities, our schools and playgrounds, our homes. People are 

scared of one another. The devil has gotten into the hearts of men. 

 Yes, while he is deceiving our hearts, he is also at work throughout this world. He 

is the cause behind the tragedy in this world; he is the source of your pain and 

suffering. And in your hurt the devil rejoices. He takes no greater pleasure than to 

pervert God’s creation. And since humanity is God’s greatest creation, the devil’s 

greatest pleasure is in perverting us. 

 And now for something seemingly different: St. Patrick. Why do the Irish 

celebrate St. Patrick’s Day? Why did some of us on Friday? Is it to get drunk on green 

beer and think of leprechauns and shamrocks? Has the devil gotten hold of this 

celebration and twisted it into something ungodly? 

 St. Patrick’s Day is a celebration—a celebration of the faith in Jesus Christ coming 

to Ireland. It’s quite a story. Born in AD 387, Patrick was the son of a deacon and the 

grandson of a priest in what is now England. At age 16 Patrick was captured by Irish 
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pirates and put into slavery. For six years Patrick was forced to watch over the Irish 

flocks as a shepherd. Over this time, Patrick tells us, his faith grew in captivity and 

he prayed daily for deliverance. One day, at the age of 22, Patrick escaped his 

bondage, fleeing over 200 miles, where he found a ship and returned home. He saw 

God as his savior from the wicked and pagan Irish. 

 Patrick entered a monastery in France, devoting his life to God. But God had great 

plans for Patrick and even greater ones for the Irish. At the age of 43, God sent him 

back to the Irish, to those who had enslaved and abused him. Again, Patrick would 

be a shepherd, but not over the Irish flocks; rather, Patrick would shepherd the Irish 

themselves. Yet, these were a people under the dominion of the devil. Their worship 

was pagan and demonic. They sacrificed children, enslaved others. They were 

known for their brutal attacks against the British, their cruelty to their captives. All 

this Patrick knew, having experienced and observed it firsthand. How could he go 

back to these evil and malicious people? 

 Compelled by God, Patrick did go back to Ireland, a land and people in bondage to 

the Prince of this World. He was beaten again, robbed of all he had, enslaved. He 

refused to consort with the druids, the pagan priests, and to take gifts from the Irish 

kings. He would not be perverted by their wealth or prestige. He would not be 

crushed and defeated by their abuse or cruelty. All the country was against him, 

seeking to drive him out. 

 Do you recall what St. Patrick is known for doing in Ireland? Legend says that he 

drove out the snakes in Ireland. There are no snakes on that island, nor has there 

ever been. Yet, Patrick did drive out the snakes. He drove out that ancient dragon 

and serpent, the very snake from the Garden of Eden that wrested this world from 

our first parents. Patrick drove out the druids and the pagan priests and their 

worship of demons. Patrick drove out the demonic forces from Ireland, much as 

Christ drove out the demon in our Gospel lesson this morning. 

 For while the devil is the Prince of this World, he still has a King who is mightier. 

God is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. He is Master of the Universe, Ruler of 

heaven and earth. The Prince of this world scowls fierce and makes a great show of 

his strength, but the Almighty God is stronger. As Jesus teaches us this morning, 
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“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; but when 

one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in 

which he trusted and divides his spoil.” 

 It was the Stronger Man, Jesus Christ, that drove out the demons in our lesson. It 

was the Stronger Man, working through the sainted Patrick, that drove out the 

snakes from Ireland. And, it is the Stronger Man, your Lord and Savior, who has 

driven the devil from you. As Luther wrote in the great battle hymn of the 

Reformation, “This world’s prince may still/Scowl fierce as he will,/He can harm us 

none./He’s judged; the deed is done;/One little word can fell him.” That little Word, 

what Jesus calls the finger of God, is what Patrick gave to the Irish. That little Word, 

the finger of God, is what marked both your heart and mind in your Baptism. That 

little Word, the finger of God, is powerful enough to completely destroy the devil 

and all his works and all his ways. For the finger of the God, the Stronger Man, is 

stronger than all the strength of the devil. 

 St. Patrick’s account is not mere legend. He was a real person. He brought the 

faith of Jesus Christ to the Irish. He saved the souls of thousands, baptizing them 

with his very own hand. Some of the details are lost to the obscurity of history, but 

the souls of many have been saved to the certainty of eternity. 

 I’d like to share with you one last account. This is not a story. It is not made up. It 

is very true and very real. A brother in the ministry called me up a few years ago, 

while I was in the car going to Heit’s Point for a Sedalia Circuit picnic. He had a 

problem he didn’t know how to handle and asked for some advice. One of his 

families had recently built a house, but strange and eerie noises were coming from 

their 6-year-old daughter’s room. They had checked the wiring and plumbing. They 

thought maybe the house was settling or something. Problem was their little girl 

couldn’t sleep. They decided to put her in her infant sister’s room for a while. 

 Months later, the sounds had seemed to stop. Whatever was wrong with the 

house had seemed to go away. They decided that their little girl could move into her 

own room. They got everything ready, tucked her into bed and went to sleep. The 

little girl came into their room late that night, saying that she couldn’t sleep because 

the baby was crying. They hadn’t heard the baby crying. How could she in her own 
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room, which was farther down the hall? Mom and Dad decided to move their girl 

into their room for the night. 

 After they had gathered what they needed, as they were going into their 

bedroom, they heard the unmistakable sound of a little girl wickedly giggling 

coming from their daughter’s now-vacant room. They had been driven out by 

something. 

 My friend didn’t know how to deal with it—after all, we aren’t taught too much 

about such things at the Seminary. I went to the other pastors in our circuit and 

asked for their thoughts. Of the 20 or so pastors in our circuit, most of them had 

dealt with something like it before. We just don’t talk about—in fact, only my friend 

and that family is aware of these events in that congregation. Those pastors gave 

insight and advice. Simply and succinctly, one pastor said, “Tell that demon, ‘In the 

name of Jesus Christ, leave this place and never come back!” 

 On our Gospel lesson, my friend preached to the family, teaching that Christ is the 

Stronger Man who has bound Satan. He prayed with them, imploring Jesus, “Drive 

far from [this place] the evil one and whatever other spirits may be here and let 

your holy angel descend to dwell here.” My friend wrote, matter-of-factly, 

As the spirit seemed to be more often than not in and around one of the children’s 
bedroom—we [held our service, cleansing the house with an evil spirit,] where 
the spirit seemed more often to be. Also, I gave the family a crucifix to put on the 
wall, as a visible reminder of Christ’s victory over the Devil and his hellish crew. I 
also instructed them that they should do their family Devotion and Scripture 
Reading with their child in that room. They have done so—and there has been no 
more complaints or disturbances. 

 May you be strengthened in knowing that the Stronger Man, our Lord Jesus, fights 

for you against this world’s prince. May you be comforted in knowing that the 

Stronger Man has defeated the devil and his demons again and again, both here and 

now and throughout the world and human history. And may you hold fast to the 

faith that the Stronger Man is victorious and does indeed reign over you to all 

eternity. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus + to life everlasting. 


