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 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 

 Jesus accuses the Jews who had believed in Him of rejecting God the Father. He 

indicts them with the charge of having a different father: the father of lies and liars, 

the devil himself. This comes right after Jesus of Nazareth has declared, “If you abide 

in My word, you are truly My disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will set you free” (Jn 8:31-32). Thus, truthful Jesus and His heavenly Father are in 

direct opposition to the abysmal father of lies and his deceived children. 

 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I came from God 
and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but He sent Me.” 

 These Jews were not children of the heavenly Father; these Jews were not 

spiritual descendants of Abraham. Their very reaction to Jesus shows who and what 

they are—enemies of God. As Jesus declares in Revelation 3:9, they are “those of the 

synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie.” Since they reject 

that Jesus of Nazareth is the very Word of God made flesh and was sent down by His 

heavenly Father for us men and for our salvation, they show that they are trapped 

by the lies and deceits of the devil. They are a synagogue of Satan; they are not true 

Jews—all because they lie with their unbelief, lie with their false confessions, lie 

with their wicked lives. 

 “Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear My 
Word.” 

 They couldn’t handle the truth that Jesus declared in His teaching and in His very 

flesh because it went against everything they believed. Born in sin, raised in 

spiritual blindness, they automatically rejected the light of Christ’s love, loving 

rather the darkness. Their deeds were evil—sure, their deeds looked commendable 

from our vantage point. These were upright members of society. They weren’t going 

around murdering people or stealing others’ property. They even went to 

synagogue and observed all the Jewish holidays. But their deeds were indeed evil in 

the sight of God, for they had not faith in the one and true God. And when the one 

and true God comes before them in the very flesh of Jesus of Nazareth, they cannot 
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bear to hear Him and His Word. As John 1:11 states, “He came to His own, and His 

own people did not receive Him.” 

 “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was 
a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is 
no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and 
the father of lies.” 

 From the very beginning, in the Garden of Eden, the devil has been murdering 

humanity with his lies. With a lie he tricked Adam and Eve to eat of the fruit and 

disobey God. As a result of that sin, death entered into the world. Every human 

death lay at the feet of this foul serpent. Millennia later, when Jesus was about His 

teaching of the truth, still the devil was swaying hearts and minds of people with the 

very same lie: “Do what you want to do. Did God really say you shouldn’t? He just 

knows that if you do it, you’ll become a god like Him.” But by falling for the devil’s 

deceits, these Jews, though they thought they were becoming their own masters, 

found themselves in slavery to this hellish fiend. 

 There is no truth in the devil—none, not ever, not even one ounce worth! He is a 

liar; he can be nothing but a liar. Still today this wily serpent is at work in your life, 

in your mind, in your heart. He is trying so desperately to ensnare you into his 

servitude and slavery. The devil deserves no pity, no mercy, no compassion. He 

deserves only hell and eternal damnation; he deserves utter ruin and despair. And 

his children, those born of the lie, deserve the same. 

 We have the Ten Commandments, the ten laws God gave to His children on Mount 

Sinai. Likewise, the devil has given his children ten commandments—recorded in 

the Satanic Bible. The First Commandment of the true God is “You shall have no 

other gods,” which means that we should fear, love and trust in God above all things. 

The first diabolic commandment of the devil is “Do what you will.” The devil wants 

you, first and foremost, to put yourself first and foremost before God and all others. 

In this way, with this vile deceit and despicable conceit, the devil traps you to do his 

will and evil desire. That is just what Adam and Eve did in the Garden—God said, 

“No,” but they did what they wanted. That is just what these Jews are doing in our 

Gospel lesson—Jesus gives of Himself and His truth, and they say, “We don’t want 

it.” That is just what we do in our own lives. We are no better than Adam and Eve; 
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we are no better than these Jews. Every time we put our will over the will of God—

indeed every time we sin—our will is to do the will of the devil. 

 “But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. Which one of you convicts me of 
sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? Whoever is of God hears the words of 
God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.” 

 Jesus often declared, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” These are words of 

judgment. He is condemning these Jews, saying, “You are not of God.” If they are not 

of God, they must be of something else. And anything else, like all things in this 

world, will go the way of destruction. One day, everything we now behold will be 

done away with. All this shall pass. Simon-Peter writes in his second epistle, “But the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a 

roar…the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will 

melt as they burn!” (2Pt 3:10, 12).  

 This too shall pass, as the saying goes. And all that shall remain will glorify and 

praise God Almighty. There will be a new heaven and a new earth in which 

righteousness dwells. And in this new heaven and new earth there will be no more 

attacks against God and His will. No one will ever again slander dear Jesus or His 

brothers and sisters, such as the Jews are doing in our lesson. 

 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and 
have a demon?” 

 This is the same charge we heard a few weeks ago, recorded for us in Luke 11. 

They accused Jesus of exorcising demons by the power of Beelzebul—the devil 

himself. But still, those against Christ and His saving work try to discredit Him and 

cause others to question the truth. They call good evil, showing themselves to be evil 

and the ones who are trapped by the devil and his demons. 

 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor My Father, and you dishonor 
Me.” 

 Though these Jews sought to dishonor Him, Jesus scoffs at their attempts as 

nothing. Jesus did not come to be honored; Jesus did not come to seek glory. Rather, 

Jesus came to be dishonored; and He came to be shamed. As the great hymn of 

Incarnation, recorded for us in Philippians 2, puts so beautifully, “[Jesus], though He 

was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
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made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 

men. And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to 

the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted Him and 

bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Php 2:6-11). 

 “Yet I do not seek My own glory; there is One who seeks it, and He is the judge.” 

 The Father’s glory is found in the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus the 

Christ. This was foreshadowed in God’s command to Abraham to offer his son Isaac 

on the mount. There Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide” 

(Gn 22:14). Most biblical scholars believe that the mountain on which Abraham was 

to offer his son came to be called by another name, Calvary. On Mount Calvary, God 

the Father’s glory was to offer His only-begotten Son as a sacrifice for the sins of the 

whole world, even the sins of these Jews who rejected Jesus and even your sins. God 

is the judge; His judgment was met on the cross, whether a person believes it or not. 

 “Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word, he will never see death.” 

 Jesus also declares, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life” (Jn 14:6). Because 

Christ has paid the price for all our sin on the cross, which He carried up that 

mountain, we behold the Way of salvation. He alone is that Way. Thus, Christianity 

was first called “The Way.” The Way is in keeping Jesus’ Word. How do we keep the 

Word? Is it in obeying the Law? No, for that is impossible with us. But what is 

impossible with man is not impossible with God. And our Lord and God, Jesus the 

Christ, did that for us. Therefore, keeping Jesus’ Word isn’t another matter of the 

Law, but is rather—simply—trusting in His promises. Jesus promises here, to you, 

those who believe in Him will never see death. 

 The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did 
the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ Are you 
greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make 
yourself out to be?” 

 God is a God of the living, and not a God of the dead. So little was the faith of these 

Jews that they did not trust in the promises that Lord Jehovah had given through 

Moses and the Prophets. Moses and the saints after him believed, taught, and 
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confessed the hope in the resurrection from the dead. Abraham could only bring 

himself to raise the knife and slaughter Isaac because of his hope in the resurrection, 

as the author of Hebrews tells us (Heb 11:19). These saints have not tasted death, 

but are very much alive in Christ Jesus. On the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter and 

James and John beheld both Moses and Elijah, alive and well and living in heaven! 

 It goes the same with all who believe in Christ. You, my brothers and sisters in 

Christ, will not taste death. You will taste heaven. Come the Last Day, you will feast 

on eternal life. The proof of this is Jesus’ own resurrection on Easter morning. Paul 

writes to the Corinthians, “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has 

come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 

all be made alive” (1Co 15:20-22). Jesus lives; the victory’s been won! Death can no 

longer appall those who keep His Word. Jesus is but the firstfruits; His resurrection 

to eternal will not be the last. 

 Jesus answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing. It is My Father who glorifies 
Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ But you have not known Him. I know Him. If I 
were to say that I do not know Him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know Him and I 
keep His word. Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see My day. He saw it and 
was glad.” 

 The devil seduces us into seeking our own glory. Christ did not seek the glory and 

the power and the dominion for Himself. Rather, His glory was to do the will of His 

heavenly Father. Abraham has seen that glory fulfilled in Jesus’ day. The will of the 

Father is that all should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. Jesus is 

the Truth that counters the lies and abominations of the devil. Jesus is the true Son 

of the true God. He declares, “Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father. How can 

you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own authority, but 

the Father who dwells in Me does His works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and 

the Father is in Me, or else believe on account of the works themselves” (Jn 14:9-11). 

 The works of Christ themselves give all glory and honor and worship to God the 

Father Almighty. We, then, as dear children of our dear and tender Father in heaven, 

are glorified. Abraham, too, was glad because of his glorification on account of the 
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works of Jesus. Apostle Paul writes in Romans 4, “For what does the Scripture say? 

‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness’” (Rm 4:3). 

Earlier, in the same epistle, Paul cites, “The righteous shall live by faith” (Rm 1:17). 

It is faith that spurns the lies and Satan and that clings to the truth of Christ. 

 So the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen 
Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” So 
they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the 
temple. 

 The truth that Jesus is God is declared with the words, “Before Abraham was, I 

am.” He invokes the sacred name of the God who had rescued His people from the 

house of slavery and through the wilderness. When Moses asked, “Who shall I say 

sent me?” God answered, “Say ‘I Am’ sent you” (Ex 3:14). Jesus is the God who sent 

Moses. Jesus is the God of the Exodus, who freed the Israelites from Pharaoh’s 

tyranny. Jesus is also the God who has freed us from the tyranny of the devil. He has 

proclaimed the truth, exposing the lies and falsehoods of the evil one. 

 Yet, not all could stand to hear the truth—as is still true today. They picked up 

stones to kill Jesus. However, because it was not yet time, Jesus hid from them and 

left the Temple. Later, He would make the full sacrifice of atonement in the temple of 

His flesh on the cross. He would let the children of Satan, the murderer of all 

humanity, murder also the author of life. No longer would Jesus be hidden, but His 

love for all humanity would be displayed boldly on the cross. There, on the cross and 

in the bitter sufferings and death of Jesus, we behold the love of God in Christ Jesus 

for us. This is the truth, laid bare for all the world to see and to hear. And it is in this 

love and truth that we know God. As John boldly and confidently writes in his first 

epistle, “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, 

so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son 

Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life” (1Jn 5:20). 

 In Jesus’ name. 


