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 He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 

 [Jesus said:] “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you 
will see me.” 

 Time was at hand for Jesus to be betrayed, arrested, tried and crucified. With these 

words, Jesus is speaking of His grave and His rising from the dead. “In a little while,” He 

said, “in a few short hours, I will be placed in the grave, where you will not be able to see 

me. Yet, again in a little while, in three days’ time, you will see Me again alive.” But the 

disciples didn’t understand. He’s going away? But He’s coming back? Didn’t He say 

something about going to the Father? What did He mean? They didn’t understand, and they 

were afraid to ask Him, so they puzzled among themselves. 

 We understand because we have the resurrection of our Lord. It is the resurrection that 

makes all things plain; the resurrection is the key to understanding the Scriptures and all 

that God says and does throughout the events recorded in both the Old and the New 

Testaments. Without the resurrection, we are left with figures of speech. What we want, 

what we need, what the disciples hungered for was for Jesus to speak plainly. The 

resurrection is the only thing that can make all things plain. 

 If the resurrection is the only thing that can make Jesus and His teachings plain, then it’s 

no wonder why the devil and this world attack it so vehemently. The Jews that rejected 

Christ’s resurrection could never understand what He was about and what that means for 

the whole world. I’ve talked to Christians, also, who didn’t understand the resurrection and 

thus didn’t understand Jesus. Some pastors and teachers of the Church, some Biblical 

scholars, have rejected a bodily resurrection of Jesus and thus have failed to grasp the true 

meaning of Christ. They’ve said that it was only a spiritual resurrection and not a bodily 

one. They, like the disciples at the Last Supper, don’t have the first clue what Jesus is talking 

about. 

 And also like the disciples they puzzle among themselves, instead of asking Jesus 

directly. The disciples didn’t have all the information yet. It’s like one of those math 

problems you’d occasionally get in grade school—a word problem that would give you a bit 
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of information here and a bit of information there, but not the right information to answer 

the question. You’d have to right down “not enough information.” But what would happen 

with problems like that? Someone would always come up with an answer. 

 Too often we try to come up with answers for questions when we have “not enough 

information.” Part of the reason for such questions in math class is so that the student 

recognizes when he can’t come up with an answer. Also, so that the student realizes that 

that is okay. A made-up answer is never a good answer, no matter how intelligent it sounds. 

 Without the resurrection, Scripture is a closed book. Without the resurrection of Jesus, 

the believer has a blindfold over his eyes, unable to fully grasp what it all means. Without 

the resurrection, we would always be stuck with “not enough information.” But we are not 

stuck without enough information. We do indeed have the resurrection: He is risen! He is 

risen, indeed! Alleluia! And what that resurrection means for us and for all the world is 

clearly written down for us in plain language. It’s black and white. There’s no wiggle room. 

The resurrection is a fact. And the resurrection means that all people will be raised on the 

Last Day. The resurrection means that all that Jesus said is true. The resurrection means 

that all sin has been paid for. The resurrection means we believe and live! 

 But the disciples didn’t go to Jesus directly because they were afraid. They were afraid of 

what it all might mean. They didn’t want to lose Jesus. They didn’t want to see Him go. Still, 

those who deny the resurrection also are afraid. If Jesus is risen, if Jesus is right, then they 

have to play by His rules and not their own. If the resurrection is a fact, then we are not 

masters of our own destinies, but rather He is in fact the Lord of lords and the King of kings. 

We are powerless to answer life’s questions, humbled with the truth that we don’t possess 

enough information. Rather, we have to seek the answers from God. 

 And how do we get the answers from God? Where is He and His wisdom to be found? 

Where is there enough information? In His Word. The Bible was inspired by the Holy Spirit 

so that we might believe and by believing have part in the resurrection to eternal life. It 

doesn’t have all the answers to all the questions we might ask; however, it most certainly 

has all the answers to all the questions we need to ask and to know. The Holy Bible tells us 

everything needful for salvation. It declares to us the resurrection of Jesus and what that 

means. That’s enough information. 
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 It’s life-changing information. It isn’t just a bit of data to tuck into some corner of our 

brain, like Fig Newton’s being named after a town in Massachusetts. No, it’s a living Word 

that transforms us. It impacts our lives radically. It allows us to face the death of Christ, 

calling Good Friday good because of what happens on Easter morning. It gives us hope in 

what’s to come after the death of loved ones. It grants us peace amidst the wars of the 

world. That’s why Jesus says, “So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your 

hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” 

 The resurrection gives us cause to rejoice! Death has been swallowed up in death! The 

grave has no victory! Thanks be to God that Christ is risen! He is the firstfruits of them that 

sleep. Which means that just as Jesus was raised from the dead, so will we be raised from 

the slumber of the grave. We rest in peace, for we know that we will one day awake. And is 

this in some far-off, distant future? Jesus tells us that it is only “a little while.” A little while 

will we behold our Lord in heaven. A little while will we be standing upon this earth and 

before the Judgment Seat of Christ. A little while and all the pain and suffering and injustice 

and evil will be put down and we will be raised up to joy for eternity! It’ll be a day of 

jubilation, indeed! 

 Christ’s own resurrection is proof of this—it is God’s guarantee that we will also have 

such blessing. And, believing in the resurrection, trusting in it, placing our hope in it, we 

know that we do indeed have enough information, that is, we have enough of God’s Word to 

carry us from sorrow to joy. 

 He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 


