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 Jesus said…“From now on you will be catching men.” 

 Needing a pulpit, Jesus commandeers Simon Peter’s boat. Going a little ways from shore, 

Jesus sits down and preaches the Word to the people. The boat reminds us of Noah. The 

water, the glassy sea in Revelation which surrounds God’s throne. 

 After preaching and teaching, Jesus turns to Simon and says, “Put out into the deep and 

let down your nets for a catch.” So they go out to the deep waters—recalling the “deep” 

waters of the Creation in Genesis—with the Spirit-filled Word of Jesus once again moving 

over the waters’ surface. Not only is this a great catch of fish to support the bodies of these 

men and their families, it’s also an object lesson about catching men with salvation. It’s as if 

Jesus is bringing about a “mass Baptism” of those who were lost at sea. We already know 

how the fish will come to represent men and women—adrift in the deep. But thus says the 

Lord: “Cast out your nets and let them be rescued.” 

 Simon heeds the Lord’s command, ready to fish when it is neither the time nor the place 

for fish. And the net is full to bursting! He waves his arms to James and John. “Quick! Get 

your boat and come out here.” They haul in the nets and fill both boats with fish—so great a 

catch that the boats nearly sink. 

 Looking first at the fish and then at Jesus, Simon is filled with awe, that mixture of both 

fear and amazement. He would send Jesus away, because Simon knows he’s a sinner: 

“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” This miraculous catch of fish declares Jesus 

to be the Almighty, the Creator of all things and in whom all things have their being. Jesus 

knows the number of fish in the sea and the hairs on your head. But is powerful, miracle-

working Jesus for sinful men? Is there comfort in a God who orders fish with a word?  

 Like Simon Peter, we too might be inclined to send Jesus away. Stay away from Jesus, 

from His Word, from His body and blood, because you know you don’t deserve to be here. 

Caught in sin, has your step ever faltered approaching the rail? It should. We ought to cry 

out like Peter and Isaiah and the countless saints before us, “I am unworthy to approach 

Your sacred mysteries, O Lord.” 
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 Yet unworthy sinners are the very people with which Jesus associates and even calls 

friend. Powerful, miracle-working Jesus is for sinners: fishermen, tax collectors, terrorists, 

prostitutes, sinners of every stripe imaginable. He invites them to His table. We see Jesus 

drag sinners from the deep and into His boat, the Church. 

 Like Simon Peter, Jesus speaks His Word of comfort and promise. The comfort, “Do not 

be afraid”; the promise, “From now on you will be catching men.” Simon is absolved. Not 

only that, but Christ will use him to forgive the sins of others—a foretaste of Jesus 

commissioning Peter and the apostles in John 20: “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 

sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 This is what Christian preaching is all about: delivering Christ and the forgiveness of 

sins. The purpose is to catch men alive, to get them caught up in the net of the Gospel and 

into the boat, the Church. Like Simon Peter, we are already in the boat, net in hand, given to 

follow the Lord’s command and to haul up the net.  

 It’s the Lord’s Word that does all the work. It’s what catches the fish; it’s what moves 

Simon Peter and his co-workers; it’s that which hauls in the net. The men are the tools, the 

instruments of Christ’s will. And His will is done…on earth as surely as it’s done in heaven. 

 Men and women are brought to faith by the power of that Word, caught by the golden 

hook of Christ’s Word. At least, that’s how Saint Augustine puts it. He likens conversion to 

God casting out His fishing line and hooking people with the Gospel and then reeling them 

in. Augustine says that we start off in an orbit of self-love—everything is turned inward and 

about one’s self and how one loves oneself in a narcissistic and ego-centric way. God’s 

golden hook—golden because it’s the most precious and most beautiful, made so by 

Christ’s love on the cross—catches us and then brings us out of the orbit of self-love and 

into the orbit of godly love. That godly love is directed outward, primarily toward God yet 

also toward our fellow human creatures and even all creatures. 

 Caught, we are placed into new water—the fresh, pure, and life-sustaining water of 

Baptism. And it’s all the doing and work of Christ who supplies His Word and directs His 

fishermen. It is by grace that we are saved, hooked by Christ’s Word and drawn into the 

boat of the Church. And here, like Noah and his family on the Ark, we are preserved unto 

life. Indeed, Jesus, our Creator and God, has caught us with salvation. 

 In His name. 


