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Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

 And [Jesus] directed the crowd to sit down on the ground…. And they ate and were satisfied 
(vv6a, 8a). 

 What’s important to you? You want Church to be important, right? And how do you 

make it important? 

 Some churches try to appeal to the interests of its people. City Community Church in 

Austin, Texas started allows people to bring their dogs with them to services. When they 

first started, one parishioner was reported to have said, “It’s fun to be able to have a church 

that incorporates your lifestyle and what’s important to you” (emphasis added). This man’s 

words show that we sometimes try to make Church important by bringing in, quite literally 

at times, that which is already important to us. Does this make the Church important, 

though? What’s more important for this man? His church, or his dog? 

 Sometimes people try to make Church important by getting involved in projects and 

activities. Sometimes people try to make Church important because of the people they like 

or because of family. Sometimes people try to make Church important with how it relates 

to their lives and the world around them. But all of these attempts fail. Not a one makes 

Church more important. In every case, they are bringing something or someone, including 

one’s self, in to make Church important. 

 That’s not what makes Church important for the Christian. The Christian is like the four 

thousand men, not counting women and children, who came to hear Jesus speak. They 

came to Jesus, following Him out into the country, from places like Tyre and Sidon, from the 

Ten Cities and around the Sea of Galilee. They brought their sick and ailing. They brought 

the deaf and lame and crippled. And they brought their hunger for Jesus’ Word. That 

hunger for Jesus’ Word is what marked them as Christians, true Christians. 

 And as true Christians, they followed Jesus deeper into the wilderness for three days. 

That first night, instead of seeking shelter and food, they remained camped at the feet of 

Jesus. These true Christians hungered not for physical comfort, but stayed close to their 
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Lord. The second night, still they did not seek to meet the needs of their bodies, but these 

thousands sought only food for their souls. On the third day, out of great love and 

compassion for the crowd gathered before Him, Jesus decided to send them home. Yet He 

knew that they wouldn’t make it home without physical nourishment—they had traveled 

so deep into the countryside. 

 What was important to these thousands of true Christians? It wasn’t their bodies. It 

wasn’t where they were going to sleep. It wasn’t their homes or families or jobs or anything 

of this world. The only thing that mattered to these people was Jesus. Jesus and His Word 

are what are important to true Christians. 

 So, I ask again: How do you make Church important? The answer is that you don’t, but 

Jesus does. Church is important if Jesus is there. Church is important if His Word is there. 

These are what the true Christian values, holds onto, clings to, invests in, and so 

desperately needs. 

 The four thousand were not concerned about their earthly lives because their spiritual 

lives were secure. What does all the world matter? Why are the lives of celebrities, the 

outcome of ballgames, politics and world events, what you’re having for dinner, the job you 

work, to whom you’re married, your health—why are these important? They’re not in 

comparison with our spiritual welfare; they all pale in comparison to what awaits. This life 

will pass away; the life to come is forever. As Jesus says, “What will it profit a man if he 

gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?” (Mt 16:26). What should your concern be? 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added 

to you,” says Jesus our Lord (Mt 6:33). The true Christian seeks the kingdom of God where 

it is to be found. He seeks it in Jesus and His Gospel-Word. He leaves himself destitute 

physically to be fed spiritually. And Jesus promises to provide for all the Christian’s needs. 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added 

to you.” 

 This is just what He did with the four thousand in the countryside. He provided for their 

bodies, while strengthening their souls. He had them to sit in green pastures. He placed a 

table before them, laying out on it seven loaves and a few small fish. He gave thanks, broke 

the loaves, and handed them to His disciples to distribute to the people. In the same way 

also, He took the fish, gave thanks, and put them into the hands of His disciples to put 
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before the people. Those who had hungered and thirsted for righteousness were satisfied 

by the Word of Jesus. Also those same people ate and were satisfied by the humble yet 

miraculous meal Jesus provided for them. 

 Why did Jesus do this? Why did He provide for both their bodies and souls? He declares, 

“I have compassion.” What was important to Jesus that day was the welfare of the four 

thousand and their families. And about you Jesus declares, “I have compassion.” He 

provides for you in every circumstance and in every place and at every moment. He has 

given you all things: all riches and wisdom and strength. He provides for you through what 

seems lowly and ordinary. He causes the clouds to give forth water. He causes the seed to 

grow, the plant to bud and flourish. He has given you your body and soul, eyes, ears, and all 

your members, your reason and all your senses, and still takes care of them. Likewise, all 

the mundane things like politics and world events, what you’re having for dinner, the job 

you work, to whom you’re married, your health—all these mundane things are important 

to Jesus. 

 Because what’s important to Jesus is you. That’s why He came down from heaven to 

earth. He descended to earth so that you might rise with Him to heaven. And this isn’t just 

some future promise, but it’s a present reality. Your souls have already been transformed 

to newness of life in Jesus. While your bodies, like the four thousand, are in the deep 

countryside, the wilderness of sin, your souls are with Jesus. He provides and nourishes 

and feeds your souls. You already have the kingdom of God among you in Jesus and in 

regards to your souls. It is your bodies that have yet to realize this great truth. 

 Eyes and ears and all your physical senses cannot perceive what the Christian knows to 

be true: your heart and soul are with Jesus. You remain in this world, but you are no longer 

of this world. Your concern is the kingdom of God and His righteousness. And His 

righteousness is none other than Jesus’ perfect life, innocent suffering and death on the 

cross, and His glorious resurrection from the dead. All the sins you’ve committed in the 

body—every time you’ve put something before your one and only God, considered 

something more important than Him—Jesus took in His body. He died to that sin of 

yours—that’s how important you are to Him! 

 If you’re that important to Him, of course He will provide for your earthly and bodily 

needs. If you’re that important to Him, He will never leave you nor forsake you, but will be 
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with you even to the very end of the age. And if you’re that important to Him, then what 

makes Church important to Jesus is that you’re here to hear His Gospel-Word, to partake of 

His humble yet miraculous meal that He places before you, and to receive the forgiveness of 

your sins for the cleansing of your souls and the strengthening of your bodies. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus + to life everlasting. 


