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 [Jesus declares,] “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

 Every generation has thought that the End was neigh, for that is just what the Bible tells 

us. Jesus and His apostles declared over and over again that the End—capital E—is fast 

approaching. It could be any moment now. Yes, the End could come whilst we’re sitting in 

Church this morning. Of course, what better place is there than to be gathered around our 

Lord’s Word and Sacrament when He returns? We know neither the day nor the hour, but 

we know Jesus says He is coming soon. 

 But what will happen when our Lord returns, as we confess in the Creed, to judge the 

living and the dead? This is the point of great speculation among preachers and theologians 

and even farm equipment mechanics. Some talk about a Rapture and people being left 

behind. Others speak of Christ’s Return and the establishment of His kingdom on earth. Still 

others speak about what the Church on earth must do to make things ready before Jesus 

can return. Many theories are so convoluted that practically no one can make either heads 

or tails of them. This is how some Christians and those who claim to be Christian talk. 

 Do we need to be scared? Are we to be frightened at the approach of our God and Lord, 

the Master of the Universe, the Maker of heaven and earth? When the glorified Christ 

appeared to Apostle John, as recorded in Revelation 1, John “fell at [Christ’s] feet as though 

dead.” He was actually scared stiff. John knew that because of his sinfulness He could in no 

way stand before God. Likewise, sinful man can never ever stand before the Upright and the 

Most Holy God. 

 But the glorified and exalted Christ didn’t leave the beloved disciple like a corpse, lying 

on the ground. No, He reached out the right hand of blessing and picked John up, raised him 

to his feet, and spoke kindly to him. Apostle John’s sinfulness had already been taken care 

of in Christ’s own body. The glorified Christ still bears the wounds in His hands and feet 

and side from His crucifixion. Those wounds ever remind us—and remind our Lord—of His 

great sacrifice for our sins and our reconciliation with the perfect God. 

 



 2 

 Likewise, as God speaks to us in His Word about the End of all things, He places His right 

hand of blessing on us. The End isn’t supposed to scare us stiff. It isn’t to leave the Christian 

incoherently gibbering in fear. But talk of the End is to give us comfort and peace. It 

declares to us that the present sufferings of this world will come to an End. Pain, suffering, 

torment and torture will all cease. Sin and all its consequences will be no more. The Devil 

and his hellish crew will be utterly destroyed. Peace—the peace of God, which passes all 

understanding—will reign fully and completely. Talk of the End is Good News for those 

who trust in Jesus. It is not cause to fear but cause to rejoice in how good our God is to us! 

 When will the Last Day come? We don’t know. Jesus says in Matthew 24, “But concerning 

that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father 

only.” What we do know is that it will come soon, for Jesus tells us to watch and to be ready. 

In the hope of His imminent Return, the Church prays, “Come, Lord Jesus. Come,” and 

proclaims Jesus’ death in the Sacrament of the Altar until He comes again. Yet, though we 

don’t know when the Last Day will come, we are told what will happen on the Last Day. 

 So, what will happen on the Last Day? What will happen when Jesus returns? The first 

thing we know is that Christ will descend from the heavens on the clouds. The angels 

announced to the apostles at Christ’s Ascension that He will return just as they saw Him 

leave. And no one will miss this sight. You won’t find out about it days or hours or even 

minutes after it happens. Every single person on earth will have a front-row seat for it. 

 The next thing we know is that all the dead will be raised. “All the dead”—not just 

believers, for Jesus died for all people in all places at all times, as the author of Hebrews so 

beautifully tells us. Christ offered the sacrifice of “His body once for all” (Heb 10:10). Since 

Jesus died for all, all will be raised in the Resurrection of the dead. The souls of the 

departed will be joined once again with their bodies. Every person who has ever died will 

be brought before Jesus, gathered by His angels, and some will be placed on His right and 

others on His left. 

 First the dead and then those remaining on this earth will be brought before the 

Judgment Seat of Christ. Next, those of us still alive will have our bodies transformed, in the 

twinkling of an eye. Will those who’ve already died know the Judgment? We’re not sure. 

But many of those still on this earth will be shocked and surprised. Most people think that 

they’re good people, deserving of going to heaven and enjoying salvation. But they’re 
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basing this false idea that we are saved by what we can and have done. They think that God 

is merciful and loving while taking Jesus out of the equation. Apart from Jesus, there is no 

mercy or love of God. And so those who had nothing to do with Jesus will have nothing to 

do with God’s mercy and love. 

 Angels will then separate the righteous from the unrighteous. Apostle Paul and Prophet 

Habakkuk proclaimed, “The righteous shall live by faith.” This means that those who are 

righteous are those who have faith—faith in Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, the Son of the 

living God. And the righteous will be placed on the right; whereas the unrighteous will be 

placed on the left. Christ will stretch out His right hand of blessing on those who trusted in 

Him for their salvation, granting eternal life. And with His left hand of perfect justice, Jesus 

will cast the unbelievers into the lake of fire with the Devil and his fallen angles. 

 This earth and the heavens, we are told by both Saints Peter and Jude, will be consumed 

in fire. Once God cleansed the earth with water, as He did in Noah’s day, promising never to 

do so again. This time not water but fire will be used. And after fire has consumed this 

fallen world and the shattered heavens, we will be given a new heaven and a new earth. It 

is there that we will live in eternal bliss and contentedness with our Triune God. This is the 

hope in which we believe when we confess with all Christians, “and the life everlasting.” 

 But people would rather stay ignorant, willful in their unbelief. They view this talk about 

Christ’s Return and the End of this present world as negative. They say that things aren’t so 

bad. And for the Christian to want Jesus’ Return is depressing. We should always look on 

the bright side of life, they say. The idea of Jesus coming and ending all suffering, ceasing all 

pain, stopping all wars and hunger and hurt is terrifying to the unbeliever. It’s as if Jesus is 

saying, “I’m warning you: I’m coming!” The End of the world is a warning, not a promise for 

those who lack faith or have little faith. 

 When our Lord Jesus returns to judge the living and the dead, will anyone be able to 

escape His notice? Will God be stopped? Of course not. But what does this mean then? It 

means that man is puny, little, weak, powerless, impotent. There is nothing man can do to 

stop the hand of God. 

 Except for one man: Jesus of Nazareth. He was not powerless to stay the wrath of the 

Father. Rather, as a perfect man, Jesus bore the full brunt of the Father’s burning and just 

anger against sinful mankind. He did so on the cross. We are weak, but He is strong, as we 
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sing in the children’s hymn. And what would destroy us for eternity on Good Friday did not 

stop Jesus from rising from the dead on Easter morning. 

 This strong and mighty man, the God-Man, Jesus Christ our Lord, will bring an end to all 

pain and suffering and torment and weakness and unbelief and doubt and worry and 

everything else that mars the beauty and joy of life. He will free us from all those who 

would seek to destroy us and our faith in Him. He will rescue us from the Devil and our own 

sinful nature that do not want God’s Kingdom of glory to come. 

 In God’s kingdom—His kingdom that is not of this world but of the world to come—we 

will reign with Jesus as Kings and Queens. We will wear crowns of splendor and 

righteousness, crowns of our God’s victory over sin, death and the Devil, crowns of eternal 

life. “Eternal life”—forever and ever, life as it was first intended to be, with God, with one 

another. Who would want to stop that? Who wouldn’t want that? They’d have to be crazy, 

their minds trapped in sin and hatred of all that is good and right. But, for we who believe, 

we who eagerly await Jesus the Bridegroom’s coming, it is the sweetest message of hope. 

 Therefore, with all the saints who have gone before us, with the angels and archangels, 

with the very earth that groans in expectation, we pray as the Church has always prayed, 

“Come, Lord Jesus. Come!” Come and rescue us from all suffering in this present world, 

usher in the new heaven and the new earth, and bring us Your eternal life. 

 In the meantime, God gives us strength to bear with all that seeks to harm us. He grants 

us the forgiveness of our sins. He emboldens us against our enemies. He preserves and 

protects us. He does so in giving Himself to us in His Word preached and proclaimed. He 

also gives it to us in that Word made concrete in the Sacrament. Here, at this altar, we 

partake of Christ’s very body and blood in, with and under the bread and the wine. Here, at 

this altar, we join in the wedding feast, which has no end. Here, at this altar, we have a 

foretaste of eternal life. Here, at this altar, we look forward to Jesus’ Return to judge the 

living and the dead. As Saint Paul says, “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 

you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (1Co 11:26). 

 Let us proclaim our Lord’s death until His Return and this world’s End, for in His death is 

eternal life. 

 In Jesus’ name. 


