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 Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them. 

 According the C.F.W. Walther, the founder of our beloved Missouri Synod, every good 

and faithful sermon should defend God’s people, the flock of Christ, from false teaching and 

its teachers. Dr. Walther says that the preacher who doesn’t refute “false doctrine, does not 

warn against wolves in sheep’s clothing, against false prophets, is no faithful steward of 

God’s mysteries, no faithful shepherd of the sheep entrusted to him, no faithful watchman 

on the walls of Zion. According to God’s Word,” he writes, “he is an unfaithful servant, a 

silent watchdog, a traitor” (Pastorale, 65). 

 I would fail you as your pastor by not pointing out false doctrine and those who spew 

Satan’s lies. Yes, I said, “spew Satan’s lies,” for that’s what they do. Each false teaching has 

the very real potential to send you straight into the devil’s open and slavering maw. St. 

Peter tells us that the devil is like a roaring lion, seeking whom he can devour. And Christ, 

in our lesson this morning, tells us that those false prophets, the false teachers, are 

ferocious and ravenous wolves, looking to consume the tasty sheep of God’s flock. As the 

under-shepherd in this fold, I have the obligation to drive away the wolves. 

 Jesus says, “By their fruit you will recognize them.” What are their actions? How do they 

live their lives? Are they quick-to-anger, violent, and quarrelsome? Are they drunkards, 

lazy, and of no repute? Do they lie, cheat, and steal? Jesus asks you, “Do people pick grapes 

from thorn-bushes, or figs from thistles?” Of course not! We would never follow people like 

that. Or, would we? 

 Many false religions have practitioners and teachers we would call “bad apples.” One of 

the world’s major religions started with a war, as a result of its founder’s violent nature. 

This religion continues to strike terror throughout the world. Yet, it’s also one of the 

fastest-growing religions out there. Still, the silence of the largest church body in the world 

has allowed pedophiles to remain in the parish. Truly, this church has turned its back on 

God’s flock and become a traitor to God’s Word and the children sitting in the pews. Also, 

other churches have raised practicing homosexuals into high and holy office, speaking of 
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inclusivity and the sacramental nature of same-sex unions. And still people attend these 

churches, week after week, closing their eyes to the travesty committed against the Gospel. 

 Jesus says, “Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A 

good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.” According to Christ, 

false teachers cannot unwittingly save souls. The fruit produced by them is rotten and 

spoiled. Their rottenness is quite evident in that the people don’t see anything wrong with 

the detestable behavior of their leaders. But the fate of the fruit is the same as the tree. 

“Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” We all know 

what “fire” Jesus is speaking about. 

 But false prophets are often more clever than that. After all, even Satan appears as a 

radiant and glorious angel. You might know someone who behaves all the right ways, never 

appears to do anything wrong, has lived a spotless and blameless life. The real thing. Maybe 

he or she has spent much of his or her time giving to charities and doing good things in the 

community. This person is definitely what we’d call a “good apple.” He or she might be very 

active in the church, attending every Sunday, and might even be the preacher. But does that 

mean the person is a true prophet of God? Judas Iscariot looked good, so good that the 

apostles trusted him as their treasurer. But Judas betrayed Christ. 

 So, how can you recognize a false preacher? Jesus says, “Not everyone who says to me, 

‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father 

who is in heaven.” You can tell a false prophet by whether or not he does the will of God the 

Father. The Father’s will is that we believe on the Son whom the He has sent, who perfectly 

did His Father's will in our place, and that we receive His forgiveness and perfect life as a 

free gift and trust Him for our eternal salvation. If a preacher teaches anything contrary to 

this, he is false and tricksy, a wolf in sheep’s clothing. 

 Some are easy to spot, claiming to perform miraculous healings in front of the cameras, 

while others need to be listened to carefully. The show and wonder of the false teacher is 

far more attractive than the true Church. Dr. Walther noted, even 150 years ago, that false 

teachers are always more zealous and exciting than preachers of the Gospel. Why? Because 

false teachers are more than happy to use personality and flair to gussy up the message. On 

the other hand, preachers of the Gospel do their best to restrain such gimmicks in order to 

let the Word itself speak. As a result, “That makes their task a thousand times more 
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difficult” (Law and Gospel, 381). So, I’m not overly surprised if a parishioner’s mind 

wanders off. 

 But if your mind does wander, you are failing your job as Jesus’ sheep. While it is the 

preacher’s job to preach God’s Word, the sheep have the job of listening to the shepherd’s 

voice. The voice they are to listen for is not the preacher’s; rather, it is Christ’s. Do you hear 

Jesus Christ’s voice in the sermon? Do you hear what God’s Word proclaims? If you don’t 

hear it, maybe you aren’t listening hard enough, or maybe the teacher is false. It’s much like 

a child who’s told never to get in a car with a stranger by his or her mommy. One day, a 

man tells the child that mommy sent him to pick the child up. If the child has been listening, 

he or she won’t go with the man, knowing what mommy said. The child couldn’t possibly 

hear mommy’s voice in the man. 

 So, too, you’ve had declared to you a wonderful message of salvation. You’ve been told 

that, as St. Paul puts it, “a righteousness from God, apart from the law, has been made 

known…. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 

believe,” and “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the 

law.” When a person tells you that Jesus isn’t the only way to salvation, and that you have to 

add-to what He has accomplished, then he is a false teacher. A preacher that says faith 

alone in Jesus doesn’t save, but you need works too, is a false teacher.  

 If you look at the passage, Jesus is attacking works-righteousness in the second 

paragraph. These false teachers and false believers are calling “Lord, Lord,” but they aren’t 

relying on Christ’s work. Rather, they are relying on their own works. “Did we not prophesy 

in your name? In your name did we not drive out demons and perform many miracles?” 

Jesus will say to them, and to all who rely on good works to get to heaven, “I never knew 

you. Away from me, you evil-doers!” 

 And so what you are given to recognize false teachers is the Word of God. The Word of 

God is the same that I am given, as an under-shepherd, to defend the flock. Examine the 

Scriptures and see for yourself if what I am preaching and teaching is what the Bible 

teaches. Moreover, once you’ve determined that your pastor is faithful and trustworthy, 

examine what others say compared to him. If there’s a conflict, again look to God’s Word. 

And if the preacher doesn’t talk about the forgiveness of sins, and the price Jesus paid for 

them on the cross, then you should know better than to listen. Jesus, His death and 
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resurrection, and the Word that confesses this wonderful good news, is the foundation for 

the Christian life. 

YOU CAN REJOICE! GOD HAS GIVEN YOU A TRUE PROPHET: JESUS CHRIST. 

 So hear the words of Jesus Christ crucified and raised for you. Fix them upon your heart 

and soul. His word renews your heart and heals your mind. Christ is your life. Hear Jesus’ 

words and bind them to your forehead and to your hand. The forehead is the billboard of 

the body to remind you who you are and to whom you belong. Jesus’ Word marks you as 

holy to the Lord. You belong to Christ the crucified. Hear Jesus’ Word and teach it to your 

children. There’s no way to impress enough the importance of teaching Christ to the 

children. While we can’t make them believe, we can teach them what to believe. That’s why 

we have catechisms, schools, teachers, and Sunday schools—to assist parents in the holy 

work of teaching Christ to their children. How glorious it is each Sunday morning to hear 

the little children pray the Our Father with clear and confident voices. Blessed indeed is the 

house where Christ is taught to the children. Let Christ be your continual conversation—in 

the evening when you lie down and in the morning when you get up, just as the Small 

Catechism teaches us to pray. Every day is bracketed by the Word of God and prayer; every 

day is filled with Christ. Hear the Word of Jesus and inscribe it on the doorposts of your 

homes and upon your gates. Let the Word of Christ dwell among you richly, adorning your 

house with them. His Word will bless your going out and your coming in. He will sanctify 

your home with His Word and make it His home. 

 In the name of Jesus. 


