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The Season of Our Lament
From the title, one might think I’m going to
address our country’s political arena. After all,
there’s a whole lot of lamenting going on—every
day, on every station, in practically every article or
report. It’s almost as if we believe the world’s
going to end any moment and we’re waiting to
watch as that last straw is laid on the camel’s back.
Maybe some of you, like I, have been spending
less and less time listening and watching the news.
But is lament a bad thing? After all, what is
lament anyway? Well, according to the Oxford
English Dictionary (my favorite dictionary, by the
way), lament is deﬁned as “a passionate
expression of grief or sorrow, a complaint.” While
most of us tire of complaints—though, I am pre,y
good at complaining—we do understand the
simple need for a person to express his or her grief
and sorrow. In fact, we ﬁnd it highly unusual for a

person not to cry at the death of a spouse.
And what about when the lament and
complaint is directed at God? Is that okay? Back in
1995, my Mom was diagnosed with ALS and told
she had six months to live. I had just started
a,ending the University of Arizona, and the fact
that I couldn’t be with her, caused the news to hit
me even harder. I remember walking around
campus one evening—more like skulking through
the shadows—and just not being able to stop
thinking about what it meant to not having my
mother in my life. I walked into the stadium and
out to the middle of the football ﬁeld and just…
let…God…have it. I screamed at Him in my
despair and even blasphemed Him. My lament
turned into sin. But that doesn’t mean that I didn’t
learn from that experience—God even used my
sin to teach me—and that I haven’t learned since
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from God’s Word a proper way to lament.
In my current class at the Seminary, Liturgy as
Pastoral Care, we’ve read and discussed quite a bit
about the Psalms, especially the six Lament
Psalms (Psalms 6, 51, 77, 90, 94, and 118). While
my lament turned into sin, the psalmists’ lament
most certainly did not. After all, they were
inspired by the Holy Spirit to pen such laments.
And the psalmists of these are David (he penned
6 and 51), Asaph (77), Moses (90, which is his only
psalm in the Bible), and a couple unknown
authors (94 and 118). Regarding Psalm 118,
Luther said of it: “This is my own beloved psalm.
Although the entire Psalter and all of Holy
Scripture are dear to me as my only comfort and
source of life, I fell in love with this psalm
especially. Therefor I call it my own” (AE 14:45).
From these we learn that a true believer in the
true God can indeed make complaint to God and
even acknowledge that God has brought
suﬀering to him or her. In Psalm 90, Moses is the
most Moses. What I mean is that Moses, as the
chief teacher of the Law (cf. Jn 1:17a), declares the
harshest reality of the Law: our death is the
wrathful God’s punishment of our sin—“For we
are brought to an end by your anger; by your
wrath we are dismayed” (v7). But Moses also
ﬁrmly trusts in the Lord’s goodness—“Lord, you
have been our dwelling place in all
generations” (v1)—and he moves from lament to
praise. “Let the favor of the Lord our God be
upon us; and establish the work of our hands
upon us; yes, establish the work of our
hands!” (v17).
As a pastor, I’ve encountered many in their
miseries. Those miseries are not to be ignored or
minimized—that would be to despise the person

going through them. At the same time, to wallow
in misery is also unacceptable. So, like the
psalmists, we move from misery to praise. Why
can we praise? Because our God has not left us
without hope—especially during times of misery
and suﬀering. We grieve the death of a loved one
and God comes beside us in our pain and weeps
with us. He speaks to us tenderly and kindly. He
reminds us of His promises that all who believe in
His Son shall not perish but have eternal life. He
points us to the resurrection and says that it’ll
only be a li,le while before we’re reunited with
all the faithful who’ve gone before us.
Consider Jesus, God’s own Son. Did He not
lament over His suﬀering in the Garden of
Gethsemane? Did He not suﬀer the most heinous
death and experience the full wrath of the Father
whilst He hung upon a cross? Did He not cry out,
“My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?”
Did He not die for the price of sin? And was He
not gloriously raised on the third day? If God
caused His only-bego,en Son to go through such
misery and brought Him to life again, then is this
not the pa,ern of life for all who are in His Son?
Our Church calendar reﬂects this throughout
the season of Lent—lament in the proper, Godly
way. Acknowledging one’s suﬀering and misery
(and deserving it because of our sin), bringing our
complaint to God, and being moved to praise
because of His abundant promises. Lent is our
season of lament.
In Jesus’ name,
Pastor Mackey

The Lord’s Supper

Confession and Absolution

Pastor Mackey would like to extend the
opportunity of private communion to those
members of Grace who would rather not brave
the frigid temperatures or the inclement
weather on Sunday mornings. If you would like
to take advantage of this service, please contact
the church oﬃce, 282-2537.

Martin Luther is known to have said,
“When I urge you to go to Confession, I am
doing nothing else than urging you to be a
Christian.” Pastor Mackey is oﬀering Individual
Confession and Absolution each Wednesday
evening from 6 - 7 p.m.
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Announcements
Mites
LWML Mite Box Sunday is February 4. Be
sure to gather all that loose change and drop it in
the big oﬀering box on the back table in the
Sanctuary.
Adult Bible Study
Please plan to join us at 9:20 a.m. February 4
for a special Bible Study on ʺDepression,
Awareness and Care.ʺ This will be a very helpful
and enlightening study.
TLC Bible Study
Our Monday morning TLC Bible Study will
resume in February on the 5 and 19 at 9:30 a.m. in
the library.
2018 Flower Chart
The new 2018 Flower Chart is now posted
and ready for you to sign up to donate ﬂowers
for your favorite occasion. The cost is $10 to ﬁll
one vase or $20 for both vases. Checks are
payable to Grace Ladies Aid.
Food Pantry
Thank you to all who contributed to the
food pantry in 2017. We are looking forward to
serving the Muncie community again this year.
Pantry needs are: pork and beans, canned
veggies, canned fruit, tuna, pancake mix and
syrup, dish soap, laundry soap and toilet paper.
Items may be placed in baskets by the oﬃce,
bell tower and pantry doors.

Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters meet the 2nd and 4th Monday of
each month, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. This winter we
are meeting in the church library. We will
meet February 12 and 26, questions, contact Cathy
Branscome at (765) 759-5285 or email
mrsbee2004@aol.com.
Chat n Chew
After a short break, Chat n Chew is back.
Weather permi,ing, plan to join us at Olive
Garden on February 19 at 11:30. Please RSVP to
Diana James or the church email.
New Catechism Books
Join the Adult Bible Study during the
Education hour on Sundays as we being to
explore and learn from the new, improved Small
Catechism. We will be placing a second order
these books at a sale price of $14.49 on this month.
The order envelopes and order form is on the back
table in the Sanctuary.
Free for Lunch Bunch
Weather permi,ing, Free for Lunch Bunch
will be on February 28 at 12:30 p.m. Please RSVP
by Sunday, February 25 to Diana James (765) 3584446.

Voter's Assembly
Please plan to a,end the ﬁrst meeting of the
Voterʹs Assembly of 2018 on February 13 at 7:00
p.m. Any member of Grace not yet an accepted
voting member will have the opportunity to
become a voting member at this meeting.
Please read the Grace Constitution prior to the
meeting. It is available at our website,
h,p://www.gracemuncielcms.com/, under
‘Sermons, Etc.’ or a hard copy is available in the
church oﬃce. Questions, contact Rick Hill
at rhill14@comcast.net.
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Lent
& the
Gesima”
Season

The Liturgical preparation for Easter takes place
through 3 periods or steps: The ﬁrst is the “gesimas”. These three Sundays before Lent
constitute catechesis in the Grace of God in which
that grace is examined from three perspectives:
Septuagesima (meaning “about 70 days”)—
Grace is undeserved.
The Collect for this Sunday implores God to
graciously hear us, who are justly punished for
our sin, so that we may be delivered by God’s
goodness. The goodness of God is emphasized in
the parable (Ma, 20:1-16), where all the laborers
receive the reward because of the goodness of the
landowner. So we too, receive the reward of
eternal life, because God is good, and Another has
borne the heat and burden of the day for us that
we might have it.
Sexagesima (meaning “about 60 days”)—
Grace is passively received.
In the Collect, we pray to the God who sees
that we put not our trust in anything we do, but
mercifully defends us by His power. In the
parable of the sower, the seed of God’s Word is
passively received in good and noble hearts.
Quinquagesima (meaning “about 50 days”)—
Grace is not easily understood.
In the Gospel, Jesus predicts His passion and
the disciples “understood none of these things:
and this saying was hid from them, neither knew
they the things which were spoken.” (Luke 18:34).
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The three “Gesima”
Sundays begin the Lenten
Preparation for Easter.
They take on the character
of Lent, but mildly. The
color becomes violet, the
color of Lent. The
“Alleluias” are dropped.
Pictures and Crosses remain unveiled. Flowers
may adorn the chancel. In the Gesimas, this
provides a gradual progression of liturgical
removals as we approach Passiontide.
The second step or stage of Lent begins on Ash
Wednesday. This second stage ends when the
week of Laetare (the 4th Sunday in Lent) is
completed. In addition to the omissions and
changes that began in the “Gesimas,” ﬂowers no
longer normally adorn the chancel, and the
cruciﬁx and crosses are veiled. During these four
Sundays, the focus is on temptation and faith, and
the Christian’s struggle:
On Invocabit Sunday the Lord is tested in the
Wilderness.
On Reminiscere Sunday, the faith of the
Canaanite woman is tested.
On Oculi Sunday, the people tempt our Lord
to show them a sign from heaven.
Laetare Sunday is “refreshment” Sunday.
The ﬁnal stage is Passiontide, which begins
with Judica Sunday (Passion Sunday, the 5th
Sunday in Lent), and extends through Holy Week
and the Triduum (“three holy days”—which
includes Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday,
Holy Saturday). Now the
focus is expressly on our
Lord’s passion. The liturgy
is spoken on Judica Sunday
to emphasize the intense
passion which our Lord
endured. This intensity
builds until we ﬁnally
arrive at the empty tomb.
Here are the readings for the three Sundays of
Gesimatide.
Continued on pg. 5

It has been noted that the three correspond with
the three “solas” of the Lutheran Reformation.
Septuagesima Sunday, “70 Days”
Introit
Psalm 18:5, 6, 7 Verse Psalm 18:2, 3
Collect
O Lord, we beseech Thee favorably to hear
the prayers of Thy people that we, who are justly
punished for our oﬀences, may be mercifully
delivered by The goodness, for the glory of Thy
name, through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Our
Saviour, who liveth etc.

Quinquagesima Sunday, “50 Days”
Introit
Psalm 31:3, 4 Verse Psalm 31:1
Collect
O Lord, we beseech Thee, mercifully hear
our prayers and, having set us free from the
bonds of sin, defend us from all evil, through
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Our Lord, who liveth etc.
Epistle – 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Gospel – Luke 18:31-43. Healing the Blind Man.
Sola ﬁde, by faith alone.

Epistle – 1 Corinthians 9:24 - 10:5
Gospel – Ma,hew 20:1-16 The Workers in the
Vinyard. Sola gratia, by grace alone.
Sexagesima Sunday, “60 Days”
Introit
Psalm 44:23-26. Verse Psalm 44:2
Collect
O God, who seest that we put not our trust
in anything that we do, mercifully grant that by
Thy power we may be defended against all
adversity, through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Our
Lord, who liveth etc.
Epistle – 2 Corinthians 11:19 - 12:9
Gospel – Luke 8:4-15. The Sower and the Seed.
Sola scriptura, by scripture alone.

Preparing for the Journey

Mission Sunday
On February 25 we will welcome David and Joyce Erber, LCMS Missionaries in Ghana, West
Africa. Pastor Erber will be preaching at each Divine Service as well as leading our Sunday School
hour. Please plan to join us for a carry in meal following the 10:30 a.m. Divine Service. Grace members
are asked to bring a dish to share, LCMS U Students are encouraged to come, bring friends and enjoy
the great food and fellowship. As always, the meat and beverages will be provided.
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19
20
9:30 a.m. TLC Bible Study 9 a.m. Pastor @ Emanuel,
11:30 a.m. Chat n Chew
Tipton, Winkel
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Hand Bells
7:15 p.m. Choir

25

Second Sunday in Lent
26
Reminiscere
6:15 p.m. Hand Bells
8 a.m. Divine Service
7:15 p.m. Choir
9:20 a.m. Christian Education Hour
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
After 2nd Service—Mission Sunday
Carry-in Meal

First Sunday in Lent
Invocabit
8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Christian Education Hour
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

18

7
4:30—5:45 p.m. LCMS U
Bible Study @ Rm 308
Student Center
6-7 p.m. Confession &
Absolution
7 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

Wed

8

1

27
1:00 p.m. Parish Services
7:00 p.m. Boards of Elders,
Stewardship, and Ed.

21
22
4:30—5:45 p.m. LCMS U
Bible Study @ Rm 308
Student Center
7:00 p.m. Vespers
7:45 p.m. Confessions Study
28
12:30 p.m. Free for Lunch
Bunch
4:30—5:45 p.m. LCMS U
Bible Study @ Rm 308
Student Center
7:00 p.m. Vespers
7:45 p.m. Confessions Study

Thu

9
LCMS U Winter
Weekend @ IU

23

16

Sat

24 St. Ma*hias, Apostle

17

10
LCMS U Winter
Weekend @ IU

2 The Presentation of Mary 3
and Puriﬁcation of Our Lord

Fri

Secretary Vacation February 6-14

13
14 Ash Wednesday
15
7:00 p.m. Voters’ Assembly 12:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday
Responsive Prayer
4:30—5:45 p.m. LCMS U
Bible Study @ Rm 308
Student Center
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday
Secretary Vacation February 6-14
Divine Service
7:45 p.m. Confessions Study

12
6:15 p.m. Hand Bells
7:15 p.m. Choir

11
Quinquagesima
8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Christian Education Hour
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

Tue

5
6
9:30 a.m. TLC Bible Study 7:00 p.m. Planning Council
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Hand Bells
7:15 p.m. Choir

Mon

4
Sexagesima
8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Christian Education Hour
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

Sun

February 2018

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR FEBRUARY
Acolytes
4th
11th
14th
18th
25th

Jacob Ludwig
Colton McCoy
Elise Boyd (7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday)
Emilee Smith
Tony Ruiz

Greeters
4th
11th
18th
25th

Henry & Amy Miller
Linda Cook
Rob & Melissa Myers
Marvin & Pam Addison

Assisting Elder

Ushers

8:00 a.m. Jack Elsesser
10:30 a.m. Dave Price & Rob Myers

8:00 a.m. Dwight Ramsey
10:30 a.m. Ross Boyd and Gary Boyd

Camera Operator
4th
11th
18th
25th

Altar Guild

Devon Hill
Eric McCoy
Glenn Branscome
Shea Hill

Candy Brammer
Joan Anderson
Kathryn Ludwig
Allyson Price

Birthdays
2/2
2/3
2/6

2/8
2/9
2/11
2/12
2/14
2/17

2/19
2/20
2/21
2/23
2/25
2/26
2/28

Sarah Crone
Peter Go,wald
Jordan Mack
Rod Phillips
Bre, Stedman
Brenda Mackey
Cindy Arnold
Nicholas Otwinowski
Margaret Ann Hall
Lacey Gibbs
David Canada
Joe Melo
Ma, Monroe
Jordyn Hughes
Russell Zimmerman
Robyn Clamme
Hazel Krenzke
Traute Go,wald
Bill James
Amy Miller
Virginia Lucas

Anniversarys
2/8
2/23

Jennie and Rob DeVoe
Gary Jr. and Alexandria Parks

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Oﬃce: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

February 4, 2018 – 5th Sunday after the Epiphany
“Like Eagles” - Sermon Text: Is 40:28-31
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
At times we are wearied by life’s challenges,
and ﬁnd it diﬃcult to move forward. But there is
One who never gets tired, who is almighty, who
understands our situation. He loves us, and has
saved us, and will renew our strength so that we
can soar “like eagles.”
February 11, 2018 – The Transﬁguration of Our
Lord
“You Sure Look Diﬀerent” - Sermon Text: Mk 9:2-9
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
When a person’s appearance changes we take
note. If it is for the good, we look for good news.
If it is for the bad, we look for bad news. Jesus’
appearance changed for the good. What news
does Jesus have for us?

February 18, 2018 – 1st Sunday in Lent
“Contrasting Adams” - Sermon Text: Mk 1:9-15
Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege
Adam, Godʹs created son, failed in every
way; he succumbed to the temptation of Satan
and ate of the forbidden tree, bringing the curse
upon paradise...making it into a wilderness. For
us Godʹs beloved Son became the Second Adam;
He entered the wilderness of manʹs fallen world,
He overcame Satanʹs temptations, and by obediently going to the tree of the cross and rising from
the dead, paradise is restored for mankind.
February 25, 2018 – 2nd Sunday in Lent
“What’s Your Final Answer?” - Sermon Text: Mk 8:29
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Jesus’ question to Peter is the most important
question that people (including us) ever will have
to answer. What are the “lifelines” you can go to
for answers? What’s your ﬁnal answer?

