And he was transﬁgured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes
became white as light. And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking
with him. Mahew 17:2-3
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Pg. 3

Politicians Talking Morality… Huh?
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Senate
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer have called
“immoral” the border wall proposed by President
Donald Trump. Representative to New York’s 14th
congressional district Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez says
that it’s “immoral” to be a billionaire. I don’t care so
much about the politics here; but, as your pastor, I
do care about the talk of morality. Who are these
politicians to speak of morality? What gives them
the right to tell people how to behave?
We recognize what Luther calls his “three estates” of family, church, and state as instituted by
God. When God created Adam and Eve, all three
estates were established. Adam and Eve (and any
children they would have) were a family, with Adam as its head. Moreover, Adam was given spiritual
headship over Eve—thus, we have the church. Finally, Adam was also the head of the state, which developed as the family grew larger and interfamily
relationships needed order. God, after all, is a God
of good order. Just look at how fearfully and wonderfully we’re made and how we have things like
laws of nature (i.e., physics, thermodynamics, etc.).
All point at the orderliness of God, for they reﬂect
God’s orderly nature. Moreover, it was the German

princes who presented the Augsburg Confession
and were concerned about the spiritual welfare of
their people.
Why then shouldn’t our politicians speak of morality and work toward the people being moral? Indeed, they should! However, we have a serious
problem with many of our elected oﬃcials: they lack
any foundation for morality.
Admiedly, God says that the law is wrien on
the hearts of men (cf. Jer 31:33)—that is, the moral
law. We call this natural law. We observe many universals in the diverse cultures of the world. Generally, it’s considered wrong to kill another person or to
take his wife or to steal her stuﬀ. Some cultures have
done a prey good job of deﬁning exceptions so that
murder isn’t really murder (abortion) or theft isn’t
really theft (socialism/communism). But what isn’t
governing morality lurks much deeper.
Some of you may have heard of philosophers
like Foucault or Derrida and Sartre. They are commonly known as big postmodernist thinkers. They
developed the thinking of others before them such
as NieQsche (who said that God was dead) and Immanuel Kant (a Lutheran, but one who said that we
have to do ethics as if God didn’t exist). Well, what
Continued on page 4
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these postmodernist three observed was the “social
contract.” In fact, all morality was determined by
society and thus morality has and would change as
society deemed necessary. Right wasn’t necessarily
right; and wrong wasn’t necessarily wrong. It all depended on what society says.
Now, if society determines what’s right or
wrong, then we have an ever-shifting moral landscape. And, if NieQsche is correct and all society is
about powerplays and people bending others to
their force of will, then morality is just another tool
to be used to get what you want. Right can become
wrong; and up can become down. Words don’t
mean anything. The truth doesn’t maer except for
you and your version of truth. Lies, therefore, can’t
be lies. This is what many of our politicians have
been taught. Sheesh! This is what your children are
being taught at Ball State (and also, I suspect, at Taylor). They might not know the names but this paradigm is pervasive. Just turn on your television.
If there’s no basis for morality—that is, no solid
basis for morality—then we will never know what is
right or wrong. We’re not capable of it. Things that
were upright and moral like reading the Bible aloud
is now considered hate speech. Churches, which
were ﬁlled with sinners but still taught the value of
loving one another, are now considered institutions
of hate. Mass murderers like the Chairman of the
Communist Party of China Mao Zedong (he only
killed upwards of 45 million people in his Great
Leap Forward policy) are openly revered (for those
same policies!) on U.S. college campuses, along with
terrorists like Che Guevara.
Right is right; and wrong is wrong. This isn’t
about politics. It’s about from where you learn morality. While the law is wrien on the heart, people
can harden their hearts to it and start thinking that
which is evil as good and vice versa. God’s people
have been faced with this countless times before.
Some of those times are recorded in the Book of
Judges, which concludes with an indictment against
God’s people: “In those days there was no king in
Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own
eyes” (Jgs 21:25).
We have failed, as well. The principles of this
world have led many of us into wrongdoing and
evil. Not one of us has been immune to this world’s

sway. Not everything you think and believe is
right—factually or morally. I’m right there with you.
However, I do know that these politicians have no
basis for their morality. They can’t. Many, if not
most, of them don’t know God and Christ. Many of
them are reprobate, that is, completely unprincipled
and totally immoral. They prove it with their words
and actions. One can’t learn how to stop drinking
from a drunkard. A person who doesn’t value life,
referring to the unborn as a “lump of cells” and says
that selling baby body parts is a good thing because
of the research that can be done, is no beer than the
Nazis who claimed that the Holocaust was acceptable because of the advancements in medical technology—or that person is no beer than the Japanese
who commied atrocities on the Chinese during
WWII and experimented on them. That’s not the
kind of person you want to leave with your children.
How could you learn the value of life from a person
like that? (As I’m writing this, New Yorkers are celebrating the passing of legislation that legalizes abortion at any time. They’re shining pink lights on the
antennae of One World Trade Center. They’re talking about “reproductive rights,” claiming a moral
victory over those who would oppose the pointless
murder of the unborn.) Most certainly, things have
been turned upside down.
That’s what the devil does. He didn’t go after
Eve because she was weaker or dumber or any such
nonsense. Eve was the strongest and smartest and
most beautiful woman to have ever lived. She is the
mother of us all. None compare to her—for she is
the only woman not conceived or born in sin. But
the devil likes turning things upside down. He knew
Adam was the head of the family, of the church, and
of the state. So, the devil tried to ﬂip things (he did
the same thing in his temptations of Christ over and
against the Father). Right becomes wrong; and
wrong becomes right. Up becomes down; and down
becomes up. Well, the devil’s still at it. His success is
evident in our culture, is it not?
These reprobate politicians are of the devil.
(Yeah, I said it.) They don’t know morality from a
hole in the head, so to speak. Walls aren’t immoral.
Being a billionaire isn’t immoral. You might use
those things or do things to get them that are immoral. But, in and of themselves, they’re far from
Continued on page 5
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immoral. Rather, they can be good gifts from God.
God provided borders and boundaries and security
for His people. Nehemiah built a wall around Jerusalem in 445 B.C. and God blessed him and the people by it (Ne 3). God provided great wealth to King
Solomon. He was the richest person in the world in
his day! Indeed, we pray to God for daily bread,
which includes money and security. St. Paul writes
that “the love of money is the root of all kinds of
evil” (1Tm 6:10). That doesn’t mean money—or having money—is evil. Likewise, having a wall—or not
having a wall—is not evil or immoral. It’s what you
do with a wall or your aitude toward money that
gets into the issue of morality.
I honestly don’t think these politicians really care
about morality. I think it’s just word play. I think
they’re using these words to sway us, to convince
and beguile us, to bend us to their will. Isn’t that
what NieQsche said this is all about anyhow? But
what oﬀends me is the claim of the moral high
ground. It’s evident by their speech and actions (or
lack thereof) that they don’t really care about us.
They just want us to apply pressure to their political
enemies—whoever those may be at the time.
They’ve been doing it for ages and will continue to
do so for ages to come. (Unless, of course, our Lord
returns ﬁrst.) They are reprobate and seemingly the
least moral of us.
So, where do we ﬁnd out what is right or wrong?
We can’t look to our hearts. “Out of the heart comes
all manner of evil,” says Jesus (Mt 15:18-19). Do we
look to the ever-shifting vagaries of society? Um…
no. “See to it that no one takes you captive through
hollow philosophy and empty deception, according
to the tradition of men, according to the elementary
principles of the world, rather than according to
Christ” (Col 2:8). So, we must look to Christ. He
points to Himself: “No greater love than this, that
one lay down his life for his friends” (Jn 15:13). And
Christ reaﬃrms the Law, that is, the Ten Commandments, which He gave to Moses on Mt. Sinai (Mt
5:17). If you want to learn right from wrong, up from
down, good from evil, learn your Ten Commandments and know the One who kept them perfectly
on your behalf. Those who don’t know Christ don’t
know morality. Their reprobate nature will do everything it can to distort and pervert morality into
5

something they can accomplish and use it to justify
their wrongdoing.
Therefore, when a politician (or any person for
that maer) claims that something is moral or immoral, return to Christ and His Word. And if that
person is proven wrong and refuses to be corrected
by God’s Word, don’t listen to them anymore on the
maer. Only Christ and God’s Word are a sure and
certain foundation for morality.†

The Ten Commandments
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your
God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your
neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his
manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey,
or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope
If you want to know what the Lutheran churches believe, teach, and confess concerning the pope
(also called the papacy), then read this Treatise on
the Power and Primacy of the Pope. With a casual
glance at the title, you might think it’s about how
the pope has both power and primacy in the
Church—and in the world. Rather, by this treatise,
as Philip Melanchthon writes therein, “We will
show from the Gospel that the Roman bishop is not
above other bishops and pastors by divine right” (Tr
7).
The Treatise was wrien by Philip Melanchthon
and adopted by the German nobility in February
1537. Melanchthon also wrote both the Augsburg
Confession and its Apology. This is a follow-up to
those documents. With an upcoming general council in Mantua, those at Smalcald wanted a document
that would provide their position on the papacy.
Elector John Frederick insisted that Melanchthon
write something clear and to the point—something
that couldn’t be misunderstood and abused later.
Melanchthon complied and wrote “somewhat more
sharply than I [Melanchthon] wanted” (Corpus Reformatorum, 3:271, 292). The treatise is sharply worded and may even oﬀend some of our modern sensibilities; however, it is just what the Elector wanted:
clear and direct.
The Treatise has two basic parts. First, it examines and analyzes the Medieval Church’s claims
about the papacy. Today, we’ve heard claims that
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the pope is considered infallible (that he speaks
without error). This idea is merely a symptom of the
greater problem: Rome claimed (and even still does
today) that the pope is the supreme head of the
Church by divine right and, therefore, the pope has
ﬁnal and ultimate authority in both the Church and
the world. Furthermore, Rome said that it is necessary for salvation to believe these things about papal authority because the pope is the “Vicar of
Christ.” In fact, some oﬃcial documents of the Roman Church claim that this belief is more necessary
for salvation than belief in Christ Himself. It’s because of these claims that the Treatise asserts that
the pope is the Antichrist—an assertion that might
sound radical and extreme, perhaps even oﬀensive.
The Treatise does not balk, simply pointing out that
the “marks of Antichrist plainly agree with the kingdom of the pope and his followers” (Tr 39).
Second, the Treatise describes the power and
jurisdiction of bishops (which includes pastors). It
states that bishops have no earthly power by divine
right. The only “right” they have is preaching of the
Gospel, forgiving sins, administering the Sacraments, and excommunicating persons guilty of public sins. Any distinction or hierarchy in the bishops
and pastors is only a human invention (though possibly useful). Indeed, the authority given to such
men is from God through His Church, meaning that
the right to call and ordain pastors belongs to the
entire Church. The congregation, not a bishop, has
the authority, duty, and right from God to provide
ministers for herself. Melanchthon concludes this
part with a stern warning against bishops who follow the pope and defend false doctrine and error in
the Church. He cites St. Peter’s prophesy “that there
would be godless bishops”—who are indeed no
bishops at all (Tr 82).
Rome claims that the pope has authority because of Mahew 16:18 (and John 21:15-17)—“And I
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.” The argument goes like this: The Lord
chose St. Peter to be the head of the apostles, and as
such, Christ promises to build His Church on Peter,
the Rock (petros means “rock”). But if we actually
look at the text, Christ uses the word petra, which
isn’t in the masculine gender but the neuter. This is
of vital importance because the neuter isn’t used for
Connued on page 7

Continued from page 6

people (excepting children)—and it deﬁnitely
wouldn’t have been used for a big, burly ﬁsherman like Peter.
Rather, petra in Mahew 16:18 refers to the rocksolid truth that was expressed: “You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.” On the rock of Peter’s
confession—not Peter himself—Christ says He is
building His Church.
That same confession of Jesus as the Christ,
the Son of the living God, is what the Treatise also
confesses and will not compromise, no maer how
much the world and the world’s princes—
including the pope—may clamor and shout. For
that reason, it is has made its way into our Book of
Concord, and it is why our pastors and teachers

unconditionally subscribe to it.
Thus, we pray as one of our Reformation
hymns goes (the following is the original translation of LSB 655:1):
Lord, keep us in Thy Word and work,
Restrain the murderous Pope and Turk,
Who fain would tear from oﬀ Thy throne
Christ Jesus, Thy beloved Son. †
(the original translation of LSB 655:1).

Proposed language to "communicant membership," Article 4, Grace Constitution

Adjustments to this section are proposed to eliminate the seemingly automatic acceptance of
communicant members from other LCMS congregations and further clarify that any request for
communicant membership will ﬁrst be reviewed by the pastor(s) and the board of elders. Moreover, the
language still maintains the need for leers of transfer from sister LCMS congregations before we can
accept new communicant members from said congregations.
Current language with changes noted:
Reception of Members –Applicants for communicant membership presenting a Leer of Transfer from
an Evangelical Lutheran congregation with the same synodical aﬃliation shall be accepted as
communicant members present a Leer of Transfer from said congregation.
of
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From the Vicar’s Desk

Men’s Bible Study
A few weeks ago, Pastor Mackey asked me
what I thought about in regard to starting a men’s
Bible study at Grace. “Wonderful!” I thought. As a
maer of fact, I knew just how to go about this
project. My home church, Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Muscatine, Iowa, has had a men’s
breakfast and Bible study for over 20 years. It is a
great event for the men of the congregation to
gather together one day per week, share a breakfast
meal, and study God’s word. After discussing all
the details with Pastor Mackey, and talking with the
elders, we would like to invite all the men of the
congregation to Grace’s men’s breakfast and Bible
study!
When: Wednesday mornings, 6:30 a.m. to 7:20 a.m.,
between Labor Day and Memorial Day; the
gathering will always end on time.
Where: Parish Hall, utilizing the kitchen.

Who: Men of Grace congregation and their guests
(other men), including the pastor and vicar.
What: An informal breakfast with a Bible study led
by the pastor or vicar; breakfast will consist usually
of coﬀee and donuts, possibly cereal, oatmeal, fruit,
and/or juice; Bible study will be from a book of the
Bible that’s read verse by verse, covering a handful
of verses (one to ﬁve) a week, allowing for prayer
and discussion.
Why: To grow the men of Grace together in God’s
Word.
Other: A short service of Matins will be oﬀered
immediate after the gathering, upstairs in the
sanctuary (aendance is not required, but
encouraged).
The ﬁrst time we’ll hold this event will be
Wednesday, March 6th at 6:30 a.m. This is an event
for men of all ages. All you have to do is bring your
Bible! We look forward to seeing you!†

Connued on page 6
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A large crowd marches down Meridian Street during the March for Life
rally Tuesday. MYKAL MCELDOWNEY/INDYSTAR
March for Life
Activists from across Indiana gather
Downtown to raise awareness for eﬀorts
Justin L. Mack
Indianapolis Star USA TODAY NETWORK
Undeterred by the bierly cold conditions,
hundreds of Hoosiers from across the state
uniﬁed in Indianapolis Tuesday for a day full of
marching, worship and raising their voices in
opposition to abortion.
For the second straight year, the Indiana
March for Life gave anti-abortion activists of all
ages the opportunity to connect, as well as raise
local awareness about their eﬀorts.
Marc Tule, president of Right to Life of
Indianapolis, said the Downtown event made its
debut in 2018 after years of like-minded
individuals holding separate events. Their goal is
to let other activists and families impacted by
abortion know that they are not alone.
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Spanning two rallies, Mass at St. John the
Evangelist Catholic Church, a memorial service
for the unborn at the Indiana Convention Center
and a march from Georgia Street to the south
steps of the Indiana Statehouse, Tule said the
2019 march was a bigger event primed for future
growth.
“We all have a responsibility to stand up,” he
said. “This is the generation that is ultimately
going to end abortion. I believe that with all my
heart.”
Ryan McCann of the Indiana Family Institute
took the podium to get supporters ﬁred up
during the opening rally at the Convention
Center. He said he is a proud father of four, his
fourth a baby boy due in March.
“So this March for Life is particularly
exciting for me because I have an unborn child,”
he said.
Born in 1980, seven years after Roe v. Wade,
McCann said he often thinks of the millions of

God lifting them up,” she said. “We are going to
babies aborted over the years and who they
push for life to take priority. And really, who could
could have grown up to become.
oppose that? Who can call themselves a true
“How many friends? How many folks that I
Christian if you’re against life? (It is) God’s
could know and be a part of their lives?” he
greatest gift.” For Indianapolis resident Evan
asked the audience. “For you younger people,
Summers, being anti-abortion is a choice he made at
it could be your future spouses. It could be
a young age and without hesitation. The 37-year-old
potential future friends ... but you’ll never
said he has been speaking up in support of antiknow them. You’ll never be a part of their lives
abortion eﬀorts since he was in high school, and
because of the abortion culture we have in the
seeing it grow into something like Tuesday’s rally
United States.”
ﬁlled him with joy. “It really is refreshing.
But McCann said antiabortion activists are
Especially when you see young people proudly
winning the ﬁght, and they need to keep
standing up and saying, ‘Hey, we’ve got to value
working.
life,’ ” he said. “Sometimes you feel like the squeaky
“There is so much good pro-life work going
wheel, you know? Even
on all over the country,
when others feel the
and you are the reason
“We all have a responsibility to stand up. This is
way we do, they might
for that,” he said. “We
the generation that is ultimately going to end
be hesitant to speak up
are going to continue to
abortion. I believe that with all my heart.”
out of fear of
take this ﬁght forward
Marc Tule,
judgment. But this
and save every life that
President of Right to Life of Indianapolis
right here lets them
we possibly can.”
know we’re in this
During Friday’s
together. They don’t have to be afraid to choose
46th annual March for Life in Washington, D.C.,
life.”
Vice President Mike Pence made a special
The event spoke directly to the next generation
appearance, and President Donald Trump, in a
of activists.
video address, promised to veto any bill that
Anna Allgaier, a regional coordinator for
“weakens the protection of human life.”
Shannon Williams of Logansport said that kind Student for Life of America, said her organization
works to empower student groups to “stand up for
of momentum and support is an example of “the
power of faith” and warned abortion rights activists life” on college and high school campuses.
She said that her work has shown her that
that their “days are numbered.” “They are scared of
“young people aren’t going to stand for this
what we will achieve. They see all these people,
young and old, marching with the faith and spirit of anymore.”
“We are the pro-life generation.
We kind of started that chant
and that’s what we really
believe,” she said. “Millenials
and young people are the most
pro-life generation since Roe
v. Wade. “When you talk to
them about the abortion issue,
young people are willing to say
this is a human rights injustice,
and I’m going to stand up and
speak out against this.”
Call IndyStar reporter Justin L.
Mack at 317444-6138. Follow him
on Twi3er: @justinlmack.
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Voters Assembly
All members of Grace are asked to aend this
important meeting on February 12 at 7:00 p.m.
Any member of Grace not yet an accepted voting
member will have the opportunity to become a
voting member at this meeting.
Please read the Grace Constitution prior to the
meeting. It is available at our website, hp://
www.gracemuncielcms.com/, under ‘Sermons, Etc.’
or a hard copy is available in the church oﬃce.
Community Assistance Day Coordinator
Grace is grateful to John and Jane Harman for
their time and eﬀorts as co-chairs of our Community
Assistance Day. It is time to pass the torch on to a
new team. We are looking for an individual or
individuals who are willing and able to help fulﬁll
this valuable role as organizer of the next CAD. If
you are interested in this role and would like more
information, contact Rick Hill, (765) 284-1714 or
rhill14@comcast.net.
Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters meet the 2nd and 4th Monday this
month, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. We will meet February
11 and 25.

Lunch is on your own. Please be sure to RSVP to
Diana James or to the Church oﬃce by January 20 so
we will have a place for everyone.
Free for Lunch Bunch
Lunch Bunch has returned! Join us for Free for
Lunch Bunch on February 28 at 12:30 p.m. (weather
permiing) Please RSVP by Sunday, February 24 to
Diana James (765) 358-4446.
Sleeping Mat Bags
We will be taking January and February oﬀ on
making the sleeping mats. We will resume later so
please hold oﬀ bringing the plastic bags until March.
Thank you for all you donations and to all the ladies
for crocheting the mats.
Pantry Needs
The Food Pantry is in low supply of jelly, peanut
buer, cereal, Jell-O, corn muﬃn mix, laundry and
dish soap. Your donations may be placed in the
baskets by the doors and they are greatly
appreciated.

TLC
Bible Study will meet in February, with class in
the Library at 9:30 a.m. on February 4 and 18.
Chat n Chew
Join your friends from Grace for lunch at
Applebee’s on Monday, February 18 at 11:30 a.m.

If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may directly contact Diana
James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Helen Ashley, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips

†
Health and Strength: Stephanie Arey, Susan Cook, Nancy Crowe, Rachel Darefsky, Sandy
Harshman, Sharon Hoppes, Mike Hering, Rick Hollowood, Greg Koss, Becky Levihn, Mike Lile, and
Ronald Stein.
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12
19
9:00 a.m. Winkel @ St.
Peter's in Huntington

26
7:00 p.m. Board of
Stewardship & Education

18
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC
11:30 a.m. Chat-n-Chew @
Applebee’s
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

25
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
7:00 p.m. Elders

17
Septuagesima
8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Confirmation

24

Sexagesima
St. Ma3hias, Apostle
Mission Sunday
8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Confirmation

12
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Voters Assembly

11
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

10 The Transﬁguration of Our Lord
8 :00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Confirmation

6
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Evening
Prayer/
Confessions Study

Wed

27
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Evening
Prayer/
Confessions Study

20
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Evening
Prayer/
Confessions Study

13
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Evening
Prayer/Confessions
Study
7:00 p.m. Evening
Prayer/

Pastor’s Secretary On Vacation Feb 5-19

5
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00p.m. Planning Council

Tue

4
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

Mon

3 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Confirmation

Sun

28
12:30 p.m. Free for
Lunch Bunch

21
8:00 a.m. Pastor & Vicar
@ Confessions Study

14
8:30 a.m. Matins

7
8:30 a.m. Matins

Thu

22

15

8

1

Fri

23

16

9

2The Puriﬁcation of Mary
& the Presentation of Our
Lord

Sat

Assisting Elder

Ushers

8:00 a.m.

Jeﬀ Wehmueller

8:00 a.m. Dwight Ramsey

10:30 a.m.

Randy Willmann

10:30 a.m. Ross Boyd, Gary Boyd

Acolytes

Greeters

Camera Operator

Altar Guild

February 3

Tony Ruiz

Dan Barnet

Devon Hill

Candy Brammer

February 10

Elise Boyd

Glenn & Cathy Branscome

Eric McCoy

Joan Anderson

February 17

Daniel Ludwig

Ann & Randy Willmann

Glenn Branscome

Kathryn Ludwig

February 24

Jacob Ludwig

Ma & Jennifer Monroe

Shea Hill

Allyson Price

2/2

Sarah Crone

2/19

Jordyn Hughes

2/3

Peter Gowald

2/21

Robyn Clamme

2/6

Jordan Mack

2/23

Gary Jr. & Alexandria Parks (w)

Rod Phillips

2/25

Traute Gowald

2/8

Rob & Jennie DeVoe (w)
Brenda Mackey

2/11

Nicholas Otwinowski

2/12

Margaret Ann Hall

2/14

Lacey Gibbs

2/17

Joe Melo
Ma Monroe
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Bill James
2/26

Amy Miller
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From the Board of Stewardship
As shown in the accompanying
table, our total income for 2018
amounted to $238,651. Total expenses were $251,922, producing a
deﬁcit for the year of $13,271. The
good news is that oﬀerings for
2018 ($180,200) were close to the
amount budgeted and oﬀerings in
the month of December were the
highest of any month of the year.
Total income, in addition to oﬀerings, includes rental income, which
was down for the year, and district
reimbursement for our campus
ministry. Income also includes a
$26,000 withdrawal from our investment portfolio, $8,000 more
than budgeted. However the
amount withdrawn was approximately equal to the interest earned
and realized gains from the portfolio.
Expenses included about $8,000
of one-time costs for repair and
maintenance required at our 605
Beechwood property. We continue
to provide district and synod support of $19,400 per year.
December was an extremely
challenging month in the ﬁnancial
markets and our investment portfolio lost $42,000 in market value
during this time. A portion of this
has been regained as ﬁnancial markets were stronger in January.
We give thanks for Martha Eckelman’s generous gift to Grace.
Our church was named by her as
beneﬁciary for $50,000 in life insurance proceeds. Of that amount,
$40,000 has been invested with Lutheran Church Extension Fund for
the future needs for our congregation.
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QUARTERLY INCOME AND EXPENSE Thru December 31, 2018
Year-to-date
Actual 12 months

Budget 12 months

Total Income

238,651

244,650

Total Expense

251,922

243,494

13,271

1,156

QUARTERLY CASH BALANCES
Actual

Ending Balance:

12/31/2017

Actual

12/312018

Checkbook

51,948

73,229

Luth Church Ext Fund

8,773

48,816

Dedicated Funds *

(31,799)

(64,149)

Net cash available

28,922

57,896

40,000

40,000

Mutual Funds
Portfolio Cash
Portfolio Tot Value

412,189
22,586
434,775

353,449
41,142
394,591

Campus Ded Funds
Campus Cash Acct
Ded Funds Variance

(38,548)
38,548
0

(42,555)
42,555
0

Planned Giving Gifts

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Oﬃce: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

February 3 – Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
“Christ Is the Real Thing!” - Sermon Text: Lk 4:32
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
The words and actions of Jesus Christ
communicated astonishing authority to people
accustomed to timid and contrived religious
teaching. Can He do the same to us in 2019? Listen
to His words. Consider His actions. Christ Is the
Real Thing!
February 10– Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
“A Great Fishing Story” - Sermon Text: Lk 5:1-11
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
Jesus is the best ﬁshing partner. He knows
where the ﬁsh are! The Gospel of Luke relates a
great ﬁshing story, which, however, is about so
much more than just catching ﬁsh.
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February 17 – Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
“Blessed Are You” - Sermon Text: Lk 6:17-26
Rev. Thomas Eggold
The Beatitudes are not a moral roadmap
designed to lead us to heaven. They do not
constitute a list of demands promising blessings in
return. No, the Beatitudes bring blessings because
they come to us as requirements of righteousness
already met in Jesus. He is the one who has fulﬁlled
every demand of the Law. He is the one who has
taken away our sin and come to give us the
Kingdom.
February 24 – Seventh Sunday after the
Epiphany
“Love, Bless, Pray” - Sermon Text: Lk 6:27-31
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
Jesus tells us to love your enemies, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. All
of that happened to Jesus who continues to love,
bless and pray for us so we may spend our eternity
with Him.

