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“I believe… in Jesus’ divinity”
By Pastor Danny Mackey

II. The Creed
As the head of the family should
teach it in a simple way to his
household.
The Second Article
Of Redemption
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; He
descended into hell; the third day He
rose again from the dead; He
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence He shall come
to judge the quick and the dead.
What does this mean?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God,
begotten of the Father from
eternity, and also true man, born of
the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has
redeemed me, a lost and condemned
creature, purchased and won
[delivered] me from all sins, from
death, and from the power of the
devil, not with gold or silver, but
with His holy, precious blood and
with His innocent suffering and
death, in order that I may be
[wholly] His own, and live under Him
in His kingdom, and serve Him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence,
and blessedness, even as He is risen
from the dead, lives and reigns to all
eternity. This is most certainly true.

In last month’s newsleAer, I began writing about the faith. That
is, I began this twelve-part series on the Apostles’ Creed. I wrote about
God and what it means for us that He is the Father Almighty and the
Maker of heaven and earth. This month, we begin learning about Jesus
Christ and His divinity, as confessed in the line:
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
This line is embodied in the ﬁve-leAer acronym IXThYS (IXΘΥƩ ).
Ichthus is the Greek word for “ﬁsh.” Which is preAy signiﬁcant because
the earliest Christian art depicts the ﬁsh and loaves of Jesus’ feeding
the 5,000. Likewise, the Early Church created this acronym to teach
about Jesus and His divinity, which is the following in English:
I – Jesus (Jesus in the Greek begins with iota, I, and Greek doesn’t
have a leAer J).
X – Christ (Chi is the ﬁrst leAer).
Th – God’s (note the possessive, also the Greek word for “god” is
theos, with which you’re familiar because of words like theology, which
means “study of God”).
Y – Son (huios is the word for “son”;
H isn’t a leAer in Greek, but a breath,
so the ﬁrst leAer is upsilon, which
looks like a Y).
S – Savior (soter begins with a sigma).
Therefore, the Greek word for
“ﬁsh” (IXThYS) is an acronym for
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Savior.
Jesus was given His name by the heavenly Father through the
angel. “She will bear a son, and you [Joseph] shall call his name Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins” (Mt 1:21). Jesus means
“God saves” (Yehoshua or Yeshua in the Hebrew, which means “YHWH
(or the LJKL) saves”). Our Jesus was so named because He is the fulﬁllment of Hope itself, the very Promised One of God. This promise
was ﬁrst made in the Garden: “I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your oﬀspring and her oﬀspring; he shall bruise
your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Gn 3:15). The promise renewed to Abraham: “And your oﬀspring shall possess the gate of his
enemies, and in your oﬀspring shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed” (Gn 22:17-18). Isaiah prophesied this Promised One:
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Is
7:14).
Our Jesus—Jesus of Nazareth—is “the LJKL is salvation.” None
other is like Him.
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We confess that our Jesus is the Christ, which is
the Greek translation of Hebrew’s Messiah. The Messiah was the expected king and deliverer of the Jews.
Both Messiah and Christ refer to the rite of becoming
this king and deliverer, that is, by means of anointing. (Messiah comes from masah, to smear or anoint;
Christ means anoint, too.) Jesus of Nazareth was indeed anointed as the Christ when He was baptized
in the Jordan River. There, on that day, all righteousness was fulﬁlled, and Jesus was publicly placed into
His oﬃce as king and deliverer. He was uniquely
endowed with the Holy Spirit, as had been prophesied in Isaiah 61. Here the Christ (the “Anointed
One”) says: “The Spirit of the Lord GJL is upon me,
because the LJKL has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,” etc.
(Absolutely beautiful passage! I encourage you to
read it and savor the Savior’s promises.)
Our Jesus is the long-awaited Christ—the One
whose coming is at the very heart of the Old Testament. He has been anointed as the Christ, the Holy
Spirit resting upon Him in the likeness of a dove, and
the heavenly Father declaring, “This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Mt 3:16-17; cf. Jn
1:32-34).
Upon beholding that Jesus of Nazareth is the
Christ, John the Baptizer confesses, “And I have seen
and have borne witness that this is the Son of
God” (Jn 1:34). Christ and God’s Son go hand in
hand. The apostle John (another John) makes a big
deal out of this in his account of the Gospel. Being
God’s Son refers to Jesus of Nazareth’s divine nature.
He is begoAen of the Father (children are born of
their mothers and begoAen of their fathers). He is the
true Son of the Father. As apostle John records Jesus’
words, “I and the Father are one,” and “the Father is
in me and I am in the Father” (Jn 10:30, 38). This, of
course, is prefaced by John’s opening prologue: “In
the beginning was the Word [referring to the Second
Person of the Trinity], and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God… Jesus Christ. No one has
ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s
side, he has made him known” (Jn 1:1, 17b-18).
At Caesarea Philippi, Jesus asked His disciples,
“Who do you say that I am?” St. Peter answered and

confessed, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God!” (Mt 16:15-16). Our Jesus is the very Son of
God, the Promised Christ, the long-awaited and expected Messiah. (For other places where the Christ is
equated with God’s Son, see also Jn 11:27; Lk 22:67,
70; Jn 20:31; and Ac 9:20, 22.)
Finally, we confess that our Jesus is Lord. Lord,
of course, refers to Jesus’ divine nature. God is Lord.
Kyrios in the Greek; Adonai in the Hebrew; both mean
“Lord,” and which only refer to God alone. Most certainly, this does refer to Jesus’ divinity, that is, His
Godhood. Let’s ask that most Lutheran of questions:
What does this mean?
Martin Luther, in his Large Catechism, writes,
“A god means that from which we are to expect all
good and in which we are to take refuge in all distress” (LC I:2). In other words, one’s god and lord is
one’s savior. To have Jesus as our Lord is to have
Him as our Savior. And from what does He save us?
Again, the words of the angel, “He will save His people from their sins” (Mt 1:21). Our sins burden, torture, enslave, and kill us. Jesus rescues us from those
very things in order that we might have comfort, joy,
freedom, and life. Indeed, Jesus Himself declares,
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart,
and you will ﬁnd rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light” (Mt 11:28-30).
This the Scriptures proclaim. This we believe,
teach, and confess. This is most certainly true.

Mosaic, The Church of the Multiplication of
the Loaves and the Fishes, Tabgha, Israel
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St. Valentine, Martyr
By Vicar Brian Homann

As February comes around, we begin to see
changes in the decor of restaurants and shops. In our
grocery stores, the candy aisle become ﬁlled with
candy wrapped in diﬀerent shades of red and pink.
Flower shops seem to be overﬂowing with various
rose bouquets ready to give to that special someone.
Restaurants excitedly take countless reservations for
couples young and old for a special date night. Valentine’s day is one of our cultural holidays that originates from the church. Like many other secular holidays that originate from the
church Valentine’s day has taken
on a very diﬀerent identity from
its original celebration. Secular
culture has even stopped calling it
Saint Valentine’s day in favor of
just Valentine’s day. What originally was meant to celebrate and
give thanks to God for the witness
of one particular Saint has become
a holiday that celebrates what
popular culture thinks love is.
A few years ago, a series
named Fifty Shades was released.
They ﬁrst came out as books but
were quickly made into movies.
The producers of the movies released them on or around Valentine’s day as a movie to take your
date to. The books and movies encapsulate what
popular culture thinks love is all about. For the culture around us Love is focused upon the self, what
do I get out of this relationship. Husbands and wives
meant to care for each other are depicted as only interested in what the other can give to them. Lust has
replaced love for many in our culture because the
author of love has been lost.
Saint Valentine pointed toward the author of
love, the one who loved us ﬁrst and gave Himself up
for us. Saint Valentine lived in Rome during the midthird century. We know very liAle about the life and
work of Saint Valentine, his works are only known to
God. What we do know for sure is that he died a
martyr’s death around 270 AD. The word martyr

comes from the Greek meaning to witness. That is
exactly what Saint Valentine did, he witnessed to the
love of God shown in Christ, and for that, he was
killed. Although we cannot know for certain tradition states that Saint Valentine was a physician and a
pastor. That means that Saint Valentine mirrored the
same love that Christ had for His creation. Saint Valentine, like Christ, cared for the physical and spiritual wellbeing of those around him. Tradition also
holds that on the day of his martyrdom he comforted
his jailer’s daughter who loved
him, as a pastor, was sorrowful
over his death. He comforted and
encouraged her by giving her a
small note. This led to our tradition of exchanging Valentines with
those who we love and care for.
These acts that tradition says Valentine performed point toward
Christ. Saint Valentine showed the
love of Christ which he himself
had received. The Love of God
which was shown to us in the
death and resurrection of Christ,
which Saint Valentine confessed, is
the point of Valentine’s day.
There are a few lessons we can
take away from the life of Saint
Valentine. First, while here on
earth the church may forget the works of dear departed saints our Lord remembers. He knows and
loves each of His dear children and never forgets one
of His precious saints, including you! Second, we can
be reminded of love, and how we love each other.
We know what true love looks like and we can reﬂect that love to those around us. Finally, remember
the love of Christ. As Pastor Will Weedon writes in
his book, “Saint Valentine lived and served, loved
and died a witness to the invincible love of God in
Christ Jesus.” So, this Valentine’s day celebrate true
love. Those of you who are married go out for that
romantic dinner, I know I enjoy date night with my
wife. Give those Valentines to those around you to
Continued on pg. 6
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remind them of the love you have for them. But do
not forget to give thanks to God. Not only for Saints
like Valentine, but also for sending Christ out of love
for us.
Collect for Saint Valentine’s day:
Almighty and everlasting God, You kindled the
ﬂame of Your love in the heart of Your holy martyr
Valentine. Grant to us, Your humble servants, a like
faith and the power of love, that we who rejoice in
Christ’s triumph may embody His love in our lives;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

2019 SUMMARY FINANCIAL REPORT
2019

2019 Budget

2018

Oﬀerings

$174,000.00

$187,000.00

$180,100.00

Other Income

$46,700.00

$76,400.00

$58,600.00

Total Income

$220,900.00

$264,100.00

$238,650.00

Expenses

$242,800.00

$265,400.00

$251,900.00

Diﬀerence

-$21,900.00

-$1,300.00

-$13,300.00

Financial Assets (December 31, 2019)
Lutheran Church Ext.Fund
LCMS Foundation

$50,500.00
$444,800.00

You will note from the above ﬁgures that income fell in the last year, but it should also be noted that expenses were also held below budget and below the prior year. Included in ʺother incomeʺ in 2018 was a
$26,000 withdrawal from the investment portfolio. In 2019 no withdrawals were taken. The investment portfolio is an ultimate backup for funds dedicated to speciﬁc purposes. This diﬀerence in portfolio withdrawals
between years is the principal reason why ʺother incomeʺ declined in 2019. Total oﬀerings in 2019 amounted
to $174,200. Oﬀerings in 2018 were $180,100. During the year our investment funds were moved to a new
manager, the LCMS Foundation, with a much reduced fee. Our boards continue to exercise careful control of
expenses. Our generally strong ﬁnancial condition challenges us to extend Godʹs work in this congregation
through our giving of time and talent.
Board of Stewardship
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Mighty Mites
Have you ever wondered if giving Mites is really worth your time? Do they really make a diﬀerence?
Read the following article and think how the original founders of our congregation felt when they were given a Mite gift. All those pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters placed in your Mite box – when added together
with all the other gifts – make a big diﬀerence in working to spread the Gospel throughout the world!

Grace Church of Muncie Rejoices
Vol xiii

Second Quarter

April 1941

Several years ago, the Lynd’s published a book under the title ʺMiddletown.ʺ The city which had been
chosen for this study of American Life was Muncie, Indiana. Because of the book this central Indiana city of
48,000 inhabitants came very much into the public eye. But even before the book appeared, our Church,
looking about for missionary opportunities, had considered Muncie a promising ﬁeld and had authorized a
canvass of the entire city. Candidate OAo Mueller conducted the canvass in 1936 and as a result of his discoveries it was realized that also in Muncie our Church should be represented. Accordingly, a Call was extended to Pastor C. Zehnder who was serving in Hoisington, Kansas, and on May 9, 1937, he was commissioned and several months later Grace Lutheran Congregation of Muncie was organized.

Interior View of Grace Church, Muncie
Connued on pg. 8
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Not knowing immediately what section of the
city would be most favorable for the location of a
church and having no funds available at the time it
was decided that services should be conducted in
rented quarters and through the cooperation of the
local Y. M. C. A. a spacious second-story room was
made available to us without any charges. This act of
courtesy is deeply appreciated by our Church.
Very soon after the congregation had come into
existence the question was raised how a church
building might be erected. It was realized that services in a downtown building were an unsatisfactory method of aAracting the outsider and a handicap
in reaching the unchurched. As the preliminary expansion move a series of Evangelistic Services was
conducted during March 1938, more for the purpose
of acquainting the public with the doctrines and
practices of the Lutheran Church than with the intention of gaining many converts immediately.
Another year passed, in the meantime the various agencies of the Church were discussing with the
pastor and congregation the necessary steps in acquiring a church home. One after another these steps
were taken. A well-located corner property was acquired for $200.00. A competent church architect,
Mr. J. Adam Fichter of Akron, a member of Synodʹs
Architectural CommiAee, was engaged to draw preliminary sketches. Eventually these sketches grew
into blueprints and speciﬁcations which, alas, had to
be revised in the interest of economy. But ﬁnally, the
day arrived when a contract could be signed to erect
a well-proportioned frame chapel measuring 23x68
ft. for the price of $12,000.00, not including equipment. The ﬁnancing had been done thru the members of the Congregation who contributed into a
building fund, thru a $9,000.00 loan from the District
Church Extension Board and thru a $3,500 grant
from our Women’s Missionary Endeavor Treasury.
On ʹʺSunday, February 9, the day of dedication
had arrived, and the members and friends were
thrilled to see a churchly Church with a seating capacity of 140 overcrowded at all three services. The
ladies had made full use of the well-constructed
basement and skillfully planned kitchen by serving,
without charge, noon and evening lunches to the
assembled visitors.
Only those who have worshiped for a longer pe-

riod in rented quarters can appreciate what it means
to be able to have one’s own church building. As
Pastor Zehnder who has served the congregation
very faith- fully puts it, ʺtomorrow night I am looking forward with great anticipation to our ﬁrst midweek Lenten service. That will mean so much to me
personally, to my family, and particularly to our
whole Congregation. My Childrenʹs Choir is busily
engaged with two chorales which we hope to sing
on Good Friday. We are all so ﬁlled with happiness
since our Chapel is completed and with Godʹs blessing we shall go forward.ʺ
Every member of the Womenʹs Missionary Endeavor should feel a sense of personal achievement
in what, under Godʹs guidance, has been accomplished in Muncie. The mites of the Womenʹs Missionary Endeavor have supplied the funds that were
necessary in order to make this building program a
successful one in erecting a structure that does credit
to our Lutheran Church and that will serve as an inducement for men and women to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to hear His voice and to worship
Him in spirit and in truth. Pastor and people of
Grace Congregation thank the Women’s Missionary
Endeavor for all the ﬁnancial help that has been
granted.
Sunday, February 2, is Mite Sunday at Grace.
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Announcements
Grace’s Playgroup
Join the parents of Grace and their younger
children, infant to kindergarten age, for a fun
morning leAing the children play and make crafts
as the Parents enjoy time together. We meet from
10:30 a.m. until about noon, you can come for some
or stay the whole time. February 4 and 18 will be in
the Grace fellowship hall Any questions please
contact Emily Homann (618) 971-2278.
Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters meet February 10 and 24
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. in the church library.
TLC
Bible Study will meet in February, with class in
the Library at 9:30 a.m. on February 10 and 24.
Chat-n-Chew
Join us on Monday February 17 at Olive
Garden at 11:30 a.m. Everyone is responsible for
their own meals. Be sure to RSVP to Diana by
February 16 text or email (765) 748-1377,
yzdbjames9@aol.com.

Free for Lunch Bunch
Weather permiAing, Free for Lunch will be
held on Thursday, February 27 at 12:30 p.m. Be
sure to RSVP to Diana by February23, text or email
(765) 748-1377, yzdbjames9@aol.com.

Pantry Needs
Thank you for all the support this past year!
Our patrons are so grateful!
Our needs are jelly, peanut buAer, pancake
mix, syrup, boxed potatoes, tuna or chicken helper,
pasta sauce, pork n beans.
Extra Choir Rehearsals
Schedules are always busy, but if would still
like to join the Vocal choir and you can’t make the
Monday evening choir practices, no worries! Join
us on the ﬁrst and third Sunday’s after the second
service in the choir room for a 20-30 minute
rehearsal. It is a win/win for all of us.
2020 Flower Chart
The ﬂower chart has 49 spaces for ﬂower
dedications. Currently, there are 30 open slots
available to sign up for altar ﬂower dedications.
One vase is $15 and both vases are $30. Please help
us beautify the Altar. Make checks payable to
Grace Ladies Aid.
Youth Group
Our ﬁrst event of 2020 will be in the
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, February 9 from 1-3
p.m. Families with children ages 7-17 are welcome
to aAend this fun afternoon of board games and
snacks. Please bring a snack to share. Parents are
encouraged to stay and help plan future activities.
Contact Renee’ Hughes (765) 717-1118 for more
information

PRAYER REQUESTS
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may directly contact Diana
James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Helen Ashley, Lee Kerkhoﬀ, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips, Jack Elsesser

†

Health and strength: Austin Hahn, Henry Miller, Darlene Phillips, Debby Taylor.
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Mission Sunday

Witness Bracelets

Mark your calendars for February 23 for
Mission Sunday at Grace. Our guest speaker will be
Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, Secretary of the
International Lutheran Church. Here is a liAle bit of
information on what he does: As director of the
Russian Project at Concordia Theological Seminary,
Ft. Wayne since 1996 he will bring us information on
the Lutheran Siberian Mission Society
that Grace has contributed to for several
years. He has traveled extensively in
Russia and other countries belonging to
the former Soviet Union. He, also, has
served many capacities such as professor
at CTS, coordinating short-term
deployment of professors and
seminarians to assist overseas church bodies (just to
name a few).
Please plan to join us for a Sunday school
presentation and a carry–in following the 10:30 a.m.
service. Meat and drinks will be provided by the
Mission Board. Please bring 1-2 dishes and
tableware. Students are encouraged to come to
church, Sunday school and dinner. (Students will
not need to bring food or tableware.)

The mission board encourages everyone to stop
by the witness bracelet table in the basement before
or after our dinner to see a demonstration and
participate if you like in helping to make witness
bracelets that will be used in MOST mission trips.
They are easy to make and are great teaching tools to
explain our faith.

Eyeglasses Collection
The Mission Board, in conjunction with
our Mission Team going to Guatemala
would like to collect used prescription
eyeglasses to give to MOST for their
eyeglasses mission trips. There will be a
box at the back of the sanctuary for the
purpose of collecting eyeglasses. These eyeglasses
and sunglasses may help a third world country
adult to secure a job or a child to succeed in school.
When they come for testing and ﬁAing they will hear
the Gospel while they are there.
You may put used adult, children glasses and
sunglasses in the boxes. All prescription glasses are
acceptable. MOST requests that they not be broken.
The collection will begin on Feb 23, Mission
Sunday, and will continue to run through the
summer.

LWML Retreat
All ladies of Grace are invited to aAend:
Leap Year : Leap of Faith
Presented by Elaine Bickel, Lutheran Author, Educator and Humorist
March 21, 2020 at Christ Lutheran Church, Noblesville, IN
Check in begins 8:30 a.m.
Program concludes by 3 p.m.
Program cost: $20, includes program materials, light breakfast and lunch
Registrations need to be received by March 14. If you are interested in going as a group, text or email Diana
James at (765) 748-1377, yzdbjames9@aol.com.
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8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC Bible Study
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:10 p.m. Vocal Choir

17
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC Bible Study
11:30 p.m. Chat-n-Chew
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:10 p.m. Vocal Choir

24 St. Ma-hias, Apostle
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC Bible Study
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:00 p.m. Board of Elders
7:10 p.m. Vocal Choir

9
Septuagesima
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
11:30 a.m. Conﬁrmation Classes
1:00p.m.– 3:00 p.m. Youth Group

16
Sexagesima
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
11:30 a.m. Conﬁrmation Classes
After Service – Planning Council

23

Quinqaugesima
Mission Sunday
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
After Service – Carry in

3
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:10 p.m. Vocal Choir

Mon

2 The Transﬁguration of Our Lord
Puriﬁcation of Mary and Presentation
of Our Lord
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
11:30 a.m. Conﬁrmation Classes

Sun

25
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:00 p.m. Parish Services
7:00 p.m. Bd. of Ed &
Stewardship

Pastor and Vicar @ Winkle
Zion ,Wabash

18
No Matins
10:30 a.m. Playgroup

11
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Voters Assembly

4
8:30 a.m. Matins
10:30 a.m. Playgroup

Tues

26
Ash Wednesday
8:30 a.m. Matins
12:15 p.m. Imposition of Ashes
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
7:45 p.m. Confessions Study

19
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service/
Confessions Study

12
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service/
Confessions Study

5
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service/
Confessions Study

Wed

27
8:30 a.m. Matins
12:30 p.m. Free for
Lunch Bunch

20
No Matins
Pastor and Vicar
@Confession Study
Indy

13
8:30 a.m. Matins

6
8:30 a.m. Matins

Thurs

February

28

21

14 Valentine’s
Day

7

Fri

29

22

15

8

1

Sat

11

12

Serving at Grace: February 2020
Assisting Elder

Ushers

8:00 a.m. Jeﬀ Wehmueller

8:00 a.m. Dwight Ramsey

10:30 a.m. Dave Price

10:30 a.m. Ross Boyd and Gary Boyd

Acolytes

Greeters

Camera Operators

Altar Guild

2/2

Aurora Mack

Emily Nickels

Devon Hill

Candy Brammer

2/9

Daniel Ludwig

Glenn & Cathy Branscome

Eric McCoy

Joan Anderson

2/16

Ryan Mack

Ann & Randy Willmann

Glenn Branscome

Kathryn Ludwig

2/23

Olivia Taylor

MaA & Jennifer Monroe

Shea Hill

Allyson Price

2/26

Aurora Mack

Ash Wednesday

Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

2/2

Sarah Crone

2/8

Rob and Jennie DeVoe (28 years)

2/3

Pete GoAwald

2/23

Gary and Alex Parks (3 years)

2/5

Forrest Hill

2/6

Jordan Mack
Rod Phillips

2/8

Brenda Mackey

2/9

Cindy Arnold

2/11

Nick Otwinowski

2/12

Margaret Ann Hall

2/14

Lacey Gibbs

2/17

Joe Melo
MaA Monroe

2/19

Jordyn Hughes
Darren Paul

2/21

Robyn Clamme

2/25

Traute GoAwald
Bill James

2/26

Amy Miller
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
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By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - February 2020
February 2, 2020 – The Puriﬁcation of Mary and
The Presentation of Our Lord
Ps 84; Hebrews 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-32
“Cleansed and Claimed” - Sermon Text: Is 52:7-10
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
What does it mean to be a Christian? What rests at
the heart of a Christian’s reality and experience? God
answers these questions and more when Joseph,
Mary, and the baby Jesus come to Jerusalem’s temple
40 days after His Christmas birth.
February 9, 2020 – Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Ps 112:1-9; Is 58:6-9; Mt 5:14-16
“Lights, Shine!” - Sermon Text: Mt 5:14-16
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
You, who are joined to Christ in faith, have light
and are light. Jesus says to you, “Shine!” Great! But
what does all of this mean?
February 16, 2020 – Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Ps 119:1-8; Dt 30:15-20; Mt 5:21-37
“He Is Your Life” - Sermon Text: Dt 30:15-20
Rev. Thomas Eggold
Like the children of Israel, we are facing a future
that is full of transition. For some of you, these transi-

tions will be trying and traumatic, and for all of us,
the reality of change brings with it the temptation to
walk our own way. But the story of God’s action in
our lives sustains us, and the Spirit of God strengthens us, and in the midst of life’s transitions, and in the
face of our fear and weakness, God is always there to
meet our sinful disobedience with forgiveness and
life and salvation.
February 23, 2020 – The Transﬁguration of Our Lord
Ps 2:6-12; 2Pt 1:16-21; Mt 17:1-9
“God and Man” - Sermon Text: Mt 17:2
Rev. Shayne Jonker
“Jesus was transﬁgured before them, and His face
shone like the sun, and His clothes became white as
light.” Peter, James, and John saw that: Jesus, the Son
of Man, in the glory of His kingdom. God of God,
Light of Light. It’s Transﬁguration Sunday, the last of
the Epiphany Sundays, the big epiphany where we
hear of Jesus shining like the sun in the presence of
Moses and Elijah. It’s here that we ﬁnd there’s much
more to Jesus than meets the eye.

