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“I believe… in Jesus’ humanity”
By Pastor Danny Mackey

II. The Creed
As the head of the family should
teach it in a simple way to his
household.
The Second Article
Of Redemption
And [I believe] in Jesus Christ, His
only Son, our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary; suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; He descended into hell;
the third day He rose again from the
dead; He ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence He
shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.
What does this mean?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God,
begotten of the Father from
eternity, and also true man, born of
the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has
redeemed me, a lost and condemned
creature, purchased and won
[delivered] me from all sins, from
death, and from the power of the
devil, not with gold or silver, but
with His holy, precious blood and
with His innocent suffering and
death, in order that I may be
[wholly] His own, and live under Him
in His kingdom, and serve Him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence,
and blessedness, even as He is risen
from the dead, lives and reigns to all
eternity. This is most certainly true.

Last month, we learned about Jesus’ divinity—God of God, Light
of Light, very God of very God. This month, we’re continuing to learn
about the faith, using the confession of the Apostles’ Creed as our
guide, and we get to read, mark, and inwardly digest on the fact that
Jesus, who is true God, is also true man.
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary.
Human life begins at conception. By conception, I don’t mean
when a fertilized egg implants itself into the outer uterine wall—which
is the deﬁnition used by the pharmaceutical companies. Rather, I mean
when seed (sperm) and egg (ovum) are united. Now, Jesus wasn’t conceived in the normal way with the seed of a man being joined to the
egg of a woman. Instead, He was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the
womb of a virgin. Jesus Himself is the seed (which would’ve been given by a man) of His mother, Mary (a woman). It is miraculous! The
result is that Jesus is, as we confess in the Nicene Creed, “and was
made man.” This was prophesied in both Genesis 3:15 and Isaiah 7:14.
The fact that Jesus wasn’t conceived in the normal way doesn’t
make Him any less human. If that we’re the case, then what about Adam and Eve? Adam was made out of the dust of the earth. Eve, taken
from Adam’s side. They were both fully human. Same with Jesus of
Nazareth. Adam and Eve’s children conceived and born in the normal
way—and that includes being conceived and born in sin. “Behold, I
was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Ps 51:5). But Jesus
being born of a virgin means
that He was not born with sin,
the original sin. In order to
fulﬁll the Law’s demands in
our place, He had to be without sin, original and actual.
(Our Lutheran Confessions
deﬁne Original Sin in the following way: “Also they [our
churches] teach that since the
fall of Adam all men begoJen
in the natural way are born
with sin, that is, without the
fear of God, without trust in
God, and with concupiscence;
and that this disease, or vice of
origin, is truly sin, even now
condemning and bringing
eternal death upon those not
The Annunciation of Our Lord
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born again through Baptism and the Holy
Ghost” (AC II:1-2).)
Does being without sin make Jesus of Nazareth
not human? Let’s ask another question. When did
Adam and Eve become human? Was it when they
were created and given the breath of life, or was it
when they broke God’s command and began to die?
The saying “To err is human” suggests the later. We
could then say, “To be human is to die.” Both are
wrong. Before the Fall into sin, Adam and Eve were
fully human. If anything, sin coming into the world
threatened their humanity. One commentator goes so
far as to say that sin “makes us less than human.” I
don’t know about that, but I do know that not having
sin doesn’t make Adam and Eve or Jesus somehow
not truly human. Rather, they perfectly human.
When God looked upon Adam and Eve on the sixth
day of Creation, He declared of them—along with
the rest of Creation—to be “very good” (Gn 1:31).
“Good” and “very good” here means perfect, lacking
nothing, sinless, pure, and holy.
This perfect man Jesus joined us in our humanity.
And though He was perfect, without sin, totally pure
and holy, still He joined us in experience our sinful
condition. As the author of Hebrews writes of Him:
“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who in
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15). St. Paul writes to the Corinthians:
“For our sake He [the Father] made Him [the Son] to
be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him [the Son] we
might become the righteousness of God [the Father]” (2Co 5:21). Jesus of Nazareth knows what it is
to be fully human—He is one! He also knows our
sinful condition—He took it upon Himself.
Use your imagination as to what that means. I
imagine that means the Boy born in the stable at
Bethlehem grew up. He ran and played. He learned
His leJers and how to work a saw, a hammer. He
learned from Joseph and Mary to go to the Temple
and pray. His mother and guardian taught Him His
prayers, which He said at night before He went to
bed. Jesus is God dwelt among us—He lived a life
with all the things that we see. Jesus got picked on
growing up by the neighborhood bully and caught
the colds the kids pass around. He grew into a young
Man and had to work. He had friends who disappointed Him and abandoned Him when He needed

them. He went hungry and suﬀered. He wept and
mourned. He laughed and rejoiced and celebrated.
He heard people complain about Him. Everything
you can think of in your life, all the range of experiences, He too shared in them—all except sin, because
this Christ Jesus is the spotless lamb, the One without blemish. He lived how Adam would have lived
had he not sinned. Jesus of Nazareth lived how we
would live if we didn’t sin. Jesus shares in our very
lives.
By sharing in our humanity, Jesus oﬀers us His
life (Jn 1:4, 14, and 17). What I mean by this is that we
will be made to be like Him, just as Adam and Eve
were meant to be: sinless, perfect. Just as He was
raised, we too shall be raised. And just as He is sinless, we will be sinless forever. But that doesn’t mean
we won’t be human. If anything, we will be perfectly
human, as God intended from the beginning—just as
Jesus of Nazareth is fully and truly man.
This the Scriptures proclaim. This we believe,
teach, and confess. This is most certainly true.

Woodcut From A Latin Bible Printed In Venice 1511.
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Our Lenten Journey
By Vicar Brian Homann

Every year the Church journeys through the life
of Christ. We begin with Advent and the anticipation of His coming in ﬂesh to dwell with man. We
joyfully celebrate Christmas as our Lord incarnates
and becomes man. We go through the season of
Epiphany and how Christ manifests Himself to us.
Then comes Lent, along with a noticeable shift in the
tone of the Church. Many ask, “Why the shift?”
Why do we take away the alleluias? Why do we not
sing the Gloria? Why all the somberness? Well, the
truth is the Church begins to focus on why Jesus
came. The Church focuses on the seriousness of Jesusʹ mission on earth. The Church focuses upon the
cross and what Jesus has done on behalf of the
world.
The Lenten season begins with Ash Wednesday.
This day is a somber day where the Church contemplates on our condition as sinners. To those outside
the Church, it can all seem very depressing. We all
line up and receive ashes in the shape of a cross on
our forehead. The words are uJered to us,
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall
return” (Gn 3:19). We who are in the Church can
even forget the seriousness of these words. The gravity of the truth behind these words hit me in a new
way last year as my wife brought forward our threemonth-old daughter and I had to speak those words
to both of them. This is the gravity of our sin. As
Paul writes in his leJer to the Romans, “For the wag-

es of sin is death” (Rm 6:23). This is what we are reminded of at the start of our Lenten journey.
This only begins the Church’s journey through
Lent. In the ﬁrst three Sundays in Lent, the Gospel
readings focus upon Jesusʹ interactions with demons
(Mt 4:1-11; 15:21-28; Lk 11:14-28). We are reminded
that our Lord also came to defeat those who would
wish to keep us in our sin. The devil and his evil
horde already know they cannot defeat God. They
lost their baJle for heaven, as Jesus said in Luke, “I
saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven” (Lk 10:18).
The devil knows he cannot defeat God, so he tries
for the next best thing. He goes after man. He wants
nothing more than to bring us all with him to hell.
This is also why Jesus makes His way to the cross.
He goes to defeat our enemy, the devil, on our behalf. He provides us the means to overcome the devil and all his aJempts to bring us to hell.
As we reach the fourth week in Lent the tone of
the season brightens a liJle bit. This week is to remind us that our contemplation during the season of
Lent ends with our Lord’s Resurrection. The end of
Lent and Holy Week is always Easter. This week we
hear from the Old Testament how God provided
manna in the wilderness (Ex 16:2-21). We hear from
our Gospel account Christ miraculously feeding ﬁve
thousand in the wilderness (Jn 6:1-15). Jesus is the
bread of life, and He proves this by His Resurrection. Jesus broke the chains of death, and death lost
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its power. We likewise know our journey ends in
Resurrection. All of us together make up the Church.
The Church, as the Bride of Christ, will rise from her
gloom to everlasting joy. Jesus had a long road to the
cross ﬁlled with suﬀering and sorrow. And the road
ended with His resurrection! We likewise have a
long road of suﬀering and sorrow during our time
on earth, but like Christ, our road also ends in resurrection.
The ﬁfth week in Lent our focus again turns toward darkness as we enter the Passiontide. Traditionally crosses are veiled, and we cease to sing the
Gloria Patri wherever it is found in the service. The
somberness of the season is felt even more. Everything around us in the service is a reminder of what
is to come on Good Friday. We get a quick reprieve
of this tone during the triumphal entry on Palm Sunday (Mt 21:1-9), but we are quickly reminded of
what that means by hearing MaJhew’s Passion account (Mt 27). This all culminates with the Triduum
Sacrum or the Three Holy Days: Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday, and Vigil of Easter. We begin with the
Institution of the Lordʹs Supper and our Lord being

betrayed. At the end of this service, the Altar is
stripped, and the Chancel is cleared out as a reminder of Christ’s body prepared for burial. The next day
comes Good Friday where we hear the Passion of
our Lord. The Liturgy is somber, some churches forgo using the organ or music, and instead speak everything. We hear those ﬁnal words, “It is ﬁnished” (Jn 19:28-30) and our Lord gives up His spirit.
Then our Lenten preparation ends with Easter Vigil.
The veils are lifted, the paraments are white, and lilies adorn the Church. Sorrow turns to joy as we eagerly await to hear those words from the angles, “He
is not here, for He has risen” (Mt 28:6). We descend
in steps during our Lenten journey, but our ascent
on Easter is immediate, giving us immeasurable joy.

Farewell to the Mack Family
The Mack family has left the fold of
Grace Lutheran Church, here in
Muncie, to begin a new chapter of
their lives in Iowa. We will surely
miss them and we wish God’s
blessings for them.

PRAYER REQUESTS
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may
directly contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please
keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Helen Ashley, Lee Kerkhoﬀ, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips,
Jack Elsesser

†

Health and strength: Glenda Armstrong, Debbie Haddock, Hazel Hindsley
Darlene Phillips, Dave Stout, Debby Taylor.
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Announcements
Lenten Meals
Meals will be served prior to our Midweek
Lenten Divine Services. Join us for a smorgasbord
of dining fun on March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1.
Meals will be served from 5:30 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. If
you want to get in on the action, the sign up sheet
for preparing meals is on the back table in the
Sanctuary.
Grace Playgroup
Join the parents of Grace and their younger
children, infant to kindergarten age, for a fun
morning leJing the children play and make crafts
as the Parents enjoy time together. We meet from
10:30 a.m. until about noon, you can come for some
or stay the whole time. March 3 we will be at
BeJy’s Cabin at Minnetrista and on March 17at
Tuhey Park. Any questions please contact Emily
Homann at (618) 971-2278.
Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters meet March 9 and 23 from 1:30
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the church library.
TLC
Bible Study will meet in March, with class in
the Library at 9:30 a.m. on March 9 and 23.
Chat-n-Chew
Join us on Monday, March 16 at Mancino’s at
11:30 a.m. Everyone is responsible for their own
meals. Be sure to RSVP to Diana by March 15; text
(765) 748-1377, or email yzdbjames9@aol.com.

Free for Lunch Bunch

boxed potatoes, pork and beans, toilet paper, paper
towels, tuna/chicken helper, and pasta sauce.
Extra Choir Rehearsals
Schedules are always busy, but if would still
like to join the Vocal choir and you can’t make the
Monday evening choir practices, no worries! Join
us on the ﬁrst and third Sunday’s after the second
service in the choir room for a 20-30 minute
rehearsal. It is a win/win for all of us.
Mighty Mites
There are new Mite boxes for everyone in the
congregation. Please take one home and ﬁll it with
your loose change and be sure to bring it back on
the ﬁrst Sunday of every month. Our Mighty Mites
will surely make a diﬀerence.

Eyeglasses Collection
The Mission Board, in conjunction with our
Mission Team going to Guatemala would like to
collect used prescription eyeglasses to give to
MOST for their eyeglasses mission trips. There
will be a box at the back of the sanctuary for the
purpose of collecting eyeglasses. These eyeglasses
and sunglasses may help a third world country
adult to secure a job or a child to succeed in school.
When they come for testing and ﬁJing they will
hear the Gospel while they are there.
You may put used adult, children glasses and
sunglasses in the boxes. All prescription glasses
are acceptable. MOST requests that they not be
broken. The collection will continue to run
through the summer.

Hopefully the weather will cooperate and Free
for Lunch will be held on Monday, March 30 at
12:30 p.m. Be sure to RSVP to Diana by Thursday,
March 26, text (765) 748-1377, or email
yzdbjames9@aol.com.
Pantry Needs
We are running low on all items in the food
pantry. We are in deﬁnite need of the basics, dish
and laundry soap, cereal, peanut buJer, jelly, soup,
canned tuna and chicken, veggies, pasta, Jell-O,
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Honors for a LCMS U Alumni
On October 18, 2019, one of our LCMS U alumni received a very
prestigious award. Bryan Beerman, BSU Class of 2013, was awarded the
G.O.L.D. “Graduate of the Last Decade” award from Ball State
University. What a great accomplishment!

fathers, this one also records ﬁve women, ﬁve ancestresses or foremothers of our Savior. They are Tamar,
The sinner is justiﬁed for Christ’s sake by grace
Rahab, Ruth, the wife of Uriah (Bathsheba), and
through faith. This doctrine permeates all of ScripMary. Amazingly, each of these women illustrate for
ture, even in the most unlikely of places. One such
us the ﬁve parts of the doctrine of justiﬁcation. Durplace is the genealogy of our Lord Jesus Christ, as
ing our Lenten midweek services, join us as we learn
recorded for us in MaJhew 1. Unlike most genealoa bit more about these great women and the faith of
gies in the Bible, which only include the names of the
our salvation.

Lenten Midweek Sermon Series

Midweek 1 – Bathsheba, The Sinner
Date: March 4
Reading: 2 Samuel 11:1-15, 26-27
Sermon Theme: The wife of Uriah is caught in great
sin, revealing our own sinful condition.
Midweek 2 – Tamar, Justiﬁed
Date: March 11
Reading: Genesis 38:6-26
Sermon Theme: Tamar is at ﬁrst declared cursed but
then is declared righteous.

Midweek 4 – Mary, By Grace
Date: March 25 (The Annunciation of Our Lord)
Reading: Luke 1:26-38
Sermon Theme: Mary is highly favored by God,
which is pure grace.
Midweek 5 – Rahab, Through Faith
Date: April 1
Reading: Joshua 2:1-21
Sermon Theme: Rahab’s faith in the God of Israel
saves her from God’s destruction

Midweek 3 – Ruth, For Christ’s Sake
Date: March 18
Reading: Ruth 3:1-18
Sermon Theme: Ruth is redeemed without any worthiness of her own, but only because of her Redeemer’s work.
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17
No Matins

24
No Matins
10:30 a.m. Playgroup

31
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:00 p.m. Parish Services
7:00 p.m. Bd. of Ed &
Stewardship

16
8:30 a.m. Matins
11:30 p.m. Chat-n-Chew@
Mancino’s
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:10 p.m. Vocal Choir

23
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC Bible Study
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:10 p.m. Vocal Choir

30
8:30 a.m. Matins
12:30 p.m. Free for Lunch
Bunch
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:00 p.m. Board of Elders
7:10 p.m. Vocal Choir

Second Sunday in Lent
Reminiscere
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
11:30 a.m. Conﬁrmation Classes
After 2nd service - Voters Assembly

15

Third Sunday in Lent
Oculi
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
11:30 a.m. Conﬁrmation Classes

22

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Laetare
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
11:30 a.m. Conﬁrmation Classes

29

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Judica
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

10
8:30 a.m. Matins
10:30 a.m. Playgroup

9
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC Bible Study
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:10 p.m. Vocal Choir
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Pastor and Vicar @ Winkel
Christ, Anderson
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Tues

2

Mon

First Sunday in Lent
Invocabit
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
11:30 a.m. Conﬁrmation Classes
After Service – Planning Council

1

Sun

25 The Annunciation of Our Lord
8:30 a.m. Matins
5:30 p.m. Lenten Meal
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
8:00 p.m. Confessions Study

18
8:30 a.m. Matins
5:30 p.m. Lenten Meal
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
8:00 p.m. Confessions Study

11
8:30 a.m. Matins
5:30 p.m. Lenten Meal
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
8:00 p.m. Confessions Study

4
8:30 a.m. Matins
5:30 p.m. Lenten Meal
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
8:00 p.m. Confessions Study

Wed

March

26
9:00 a.m. Constitution
CommiJee

19
No Matins
Pastor and Vicar @
Confession Study , Indy

12
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:00 a.m. Constitution
CommiJee

5

Thurs

27

20
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Co-Op

13
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Co-Op

6
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Co-Op

Fri

28

21

14

7

Sat

Serving at Grace: March 2020
Assisting Elder

Ushers

8:00 a.m. Joe Hughes

8:00 a.m. Rick Hill

10:30 a.m. Marvin Addison

10:30 a.m. MaJ Monroe and Alan Hokenson

1st

Acolytes

Greeters

Camera Operators

Altar Guild

Daniel Ludwig

Kim and Bob Janek

Devon Hill

Linda Cook

Renee and Joe Hughes

Eric McCoy

Cathy Branscome

John and Judi Pape

Glenn Branscome

Reta Heinkel

Tresa Wildman

Shea Hill

Mary Painter

Jim and Laura Shaeﬀer

Devon Hill

8th
15th

Olivia Taylor

22nd
29th

Daniel Ludwig

Birthdays
3/2

Macy Brammer

3/3

Kyle Price
Nick Price
Dawn Smith

3/5

Tresa Wildman

3/8

Cathy Branscome

3/11

Henry Miller

3/12

Laura Shaeﬀer

3/14

Carrie Hill

3/19

Darren Hindsley

3/22

Noah Barnet

3/25

Jill Boyd
Glenn Branscome
Danica Foist

3/27

Dan Barnet

3/29

Alan Hokenson

3/31

Tegan Hidy

Prayers for those celebrating life’s joys:
Birthdays
We give You thanks, O Lord, for the many blessings
You have given to Your servant [name(s)], especially for
bestowing on [him/her/them] length of days in this present life. Grant that [him/her/them] may always know
Your loving-kindness, abide in the confession of Your
name, and put [his/her/their] trust each day in Your
gracious care and protection; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Anniversary of a marriage
O Lord Jesus, Your mercies are new every morning.
We thank You for another year of married life together
for [name(s)]. Open their hearts always to receive more
of Your love that their love for each other may never
grow weary but deepen and grow through every joy
and sorrow shared; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Wedding Anniversaries
3/7

Jim and Judy McCoy (61 years)

3/30

Lois and Harold O’Bryant (24 years)

3/31

Elijah and Leah Coleman (8 years)
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Oﬃce: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - March 2020
March 1 – First Sunday in Lent
Psalm 32:1-7; Ro 5:12-19; Mt 4:1-11
“Tempting Lies” - Sermon Text: Mt 4:1-11
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
Have you ever been tempted to sin? We all have.
And Satan, the father of lies, will lie to us to tempt us
to sin. Jesus shows us how to resist temptation by relying on God’s Word for help, strength, and guidance.
March 8 – Second Sunday in Lent
Ps 121; Ro 4:1-8, 13-17; Jn 3:1-17
“Good News for You!” - Sermon Text: Jn 3:1-17
Rev. William Mueller
John 3:1-17 contain some of the most loved and
treasured words of Scripture. We are right to dearly
treasure these words! And these aren’t just words on a
page, they are a description of how much our God and
Savior loves us. This, indeed, is Good News for You!
March 15 – Third Sunday in Lent
Ps 95:1-9; Ro 5:1-8; Jn 4:5-15
“Under Construction” - Sermon Text: Ro 5:1-8
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Rejoice in the midst of suﬀerings? Impossible! Unless

we understand that God accomplishes miracles in our
lives through suﬀering, how suﬀering means that our
lives are Under Construction.

March 22 – Fourth Sunday in Lent
Ps 142; Eph 5:8-11; Jn 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39
“Displaying God’s Works” - Sermon Text: Jn 9:3
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
Those who are or will be hospitalized, homebound,
in a nursing home, or in some other way limited or restricted can be susceptible to feeling useless. But for the
person who has faith in Jesus, no maJer what the circumstances are, life always has a purpose. God uses
each believer to display His wonderful divine works.
March 29 – Fifth Sunday in Lent
Ps 130; Ezk 37:1-14; Jn 11:17-27, 38-53
“Now What?” - Sermon Text: Jn 11:25-26
Rev. Thomas Eggold
Death and the horrible separation it brings are not
what God intended for His creation and it causes confusion in the most ardent believer. This is what the death
of the Lazarus did to his sister Martha. Yet Jesus entered
into her confusion and despair and He spoke words of
life that changed everything.
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