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Luther’s Large
Catechism

Luther also gives
us the context
of the
commandments
and their
purpose, so that
we may better
have God’s Word
applied to us in
our lives.
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Just as he provided his Small
Catechism, Luther also wrote the
Large Catechism. Both cover the
same content, that is, the chief parts
of Christian Doctrine (the Ten
Commandments, the Creed, the
Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism,
Confession, and the Sacrament of
the Altar); however, where the
Small Catechism is short and
concise, the Large provides further
elucidation and clarity. While
written for all Christians, the Large
Catechism was especially beneficial
as a “faithful, serious
encouragement…to all pastors and
preachers.” Indeed, the Large
Catechism served as a book of
sermons out of which an untrained
preacher may read (most pastors
had little or no training in preaching
in Luther’s day). Luther even refers
to the Large Catechism as “this
sermon” in its short preface.
That does not mean that
Luther intended the Large
Catechism (and the Small
Catechism) to be only “church
books.” Rather, Luther wanted

them to be “house books”—books
used in everyone’s homes. If you
want to understand better what it
means to fear, love, and trust in
God above all things, a great place
to learn this is from the Large
Catechism’s section on the First
Commandment. With brevity and
wit, Luther tells us what a “god” is
and how we all have “gods”—even
those who claim that there is no
God! (Luther explains, “A god
means that from which we are to
expect all good and in which we are
to take refuge in all distress.”)
Luther also gives us the context of
the commandments and their
purpose, so that we may better have
God’s Word applied to us in our
lives.
If you have ever read the
Small Catechism, and if you want to
read more of our Lutheran
Confessions, the Large Catechism is
a great document to read next! It is
the most similar to the Small
Catechism, covering the same
content and having the same
question-and-answer format. In
fact, when we began our
Confessions Study (which meets
every Wednesday at 7 p.m.—after
midweek service throughout Lent),
we began with the Large Catechism.
Luther provides clear and
interesting examples to help explain
his points. Luther has a rare talent
to explain things. For this reason,
we acknowledge Luther as a great
teacher in the Church. If he had not
been, I highly doubt that the
Reformation would have ever taken
hold. Without Luther’s talent from
God to teach so simply and clearly,
the Gospel could possibly still be
stifled by the Pope and other false
teachers.
Continued on page 4

Rejoice in the Large Catechism! It is a gift of
God to His Church. It speaks just as the Scriptures
speak. It proclaims the same Christ as the Bible
proclaims. It declares the faith, teaching us
properly what it means to be in Christ, to be a
Christian, to be a redeemed and justified child of
God. The Large Catechism is simply another gift
from God to His people so that they continue to
read, to teach, to learn, to ponder, and to meditate
on Christ and His holy Word. Luther says that
Christian preachers ought not stop studying and
teaching the catechism (that is, those six parts of
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Christian doctrine) “until they have tested and are
sure that they have taught the devil to death, and
have become more learned than God Himself and
all His saints”—meaning, never shall we stop
studying the faith! What a gift to aid us in this
endeavor is Luther’s Large Catechism! “To this end
may God grant His grace! Amen” (LC Preface, 20).

Sanctified by the Spirit
By Pastor Mackey

In our preparation of the Divine Service, we all
confess that we are “poor, miserable sinners” before
God, deserving “temporal and eternal punishment.”
As Lutherans, we’re pretty comfortable being called
sinners—after all, we call ourselves that every
Sunday (at least, those Sundays we come to church).
We’re kind of used to it. The result is that either
we’re always down on ourselves (almost
despairingly so), or we shrug off our sinfulness
much like some excuse unacceptable behavior with a
“Oh well, boys will be boys.”
While I could go into all of that at length and
point out how truly awful we are as sinners, that’s
not where I want to go with this today. Instead, I
want to point out that we acknowledge our
sinfulness so that we may be forgiven. Thus
forgiven, we are no longer sinners; rather, we are
saints, redeemed by Jesus, who gave and shed His
blood to win us for salvation. As Jesus says, “He
who sins is a slave to sin. But, if the Son sets you
free, you are free indeed” (Jn 8:36)!
Jesus doesn’t leave us in our sin. Jesus doesn’t
leave us as sinners. We were once sinners, walking
in darkness and subject to dark powers and the
passions of this world, but now we are saints. No
longer are we objects of wrath. We are children of
God! When God looks upon us, He does not behold
our sin and sees instead those whom He dearly
loves. All for the sake of Christ—because we are
saved by grace. Ephesians 2 is all about this.
This season of Lent and Easter are all about the
newness of life we have in Christ. He died and rose
again. In the waters of Baptism, you were joined to
Christ’s death and resurrection (Rm 6:3-5). The
sinner in you was drowned, as Luther echoes St.
Paul in the Small Catechism, and the saint—the new
man—was raised in Christ. That means we no longer
live lives as sinners but as saints.
As we continue to prepare to celebrate the
Resurrection of Our Lord, Lent reminds us of this. It
challenges us to live as saints. We know that we are
already saved and justified. Lent (and

correspondingly Advent) reminds us to now live as
ones saved and justified. This is the life of holiness,
also called the life of sanctification (sanctus means
“holy”).
Sanctification is being made holy and becoming
holy. As one pastor of mine told me, “Sanctification
is becoming what you already are.” That is, you are
a saint, so become one. Or, as another of pastor of
mine used to preach, “You are a Christian, live like
one.” This isn’t easy. Living the sanctified life is
extremely hard; it’s hard because we still face those
things, those enemies that seek to lead us back into
sin. Namely, those enemies are our own sinful
nature (which we will have until we leave this life in
death or until Jesus’ Return, whichever comes first),
the world (which is constantly trying to lead us into
false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice),
and the devil (the evil one, who never sleeps and
wants to snatch us away from our Lord).
Faced with such enemies, we must struggle
and fight to become better Christians—to become the
Christians God has declared us already to be. This is
what Saints Peter and Paul, James and Jude, and
John write about so frequently in their epistles. Paul
Continued on page 6
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talks about it as fighting the good fight, disciplining
the body so as to not lose the prize of salvation (1Co
9:25). The author of Hebrews likens it to a race and
discarding all those things (sin) which weigh us down
(Heb 12:1-3). James spends a bit of time speaking
about controlling the tongue (Jas 3). Lent is reminder
of this, that’s why people often give up something for
Lent—they are disciplining their bodies. In the Small
Catechism, Luther even says that “fasting and bodily
preparation are certainly fine outward training.”
To aid us in our sanctification, the Spirit of our
God provides us with holy gifts. Chiefly, the Spirit
gives us His Word, which created faith in us and now
sustains us in the faith. He gives us Baptism, in which
we live daily, daily drowning the Old Adam and
raising the New Man in Christ. He gives us
forgiveness, that is, Absolution, constantly and
frequently removing those sins from us so that we
may be free from those things that would drag us
down. He feeds us with the body and blood of Christ
in Holy Communion, nourishing us in faith toward
God and in love toward one another. And the Spirit
gives us fellow Christians, what Luther calls the
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mutual conversation and consolation of the
brethren—possibly what the author of Hebrews
speaks of as the cloud of witnesses that cheer us on as
we race (Heb 12). By all these gifts, we are sanctified
by the Spirit.
Gathering around these holy gifts with God’s
holy people is the holy life we are called to live. A
holiness that envelopes our entire life, shaping us by
Christ and His cross, shaping us to live as saints. It’s
a life that takes discipline. A discipline we gladly
bear and maintain because of the glorious prize at
the end—the prize of eternal life, which Christ has
awaiting us we to say otherwise? †

Last month we examined how the Jewish
worship service was a template that laid out the
way that Christians worship. This month, we
will take a very brief look at the worship life of
the Early Church and how that has shaped the
way we, as Lutherans, worship today.

After the Church began to grow in members, and after the issuing of the Edict of Milan
in AD 313, which made Christianity a legal religion, the Church added new elements to its
worship service, namely the entrance, preparation, and distribution. These were added to the
service because movement in the church was
On the night when Jesus was betrayed,
needed to accommodate growing membership.
Jesus and his disciples gathered in the upper
room for what his disciples thought would be a The two original main climaxes of the Early
Church’s service, namely the reading of God’s
regular Jewish Seder. Instead of teaching his
Word and The Eucharist remained. This perdisciples about the Exodus of the ancient Jews
from Egypt to the desert and then to the Prom- spective on worship is what the Early Christian
Church passed down through the ages and is
ised Land, Jesus taught them of the Exodus he
was about to embark on from life to death and the same perspective that Lutherans have on
back to life. He taught them that the bread and worship.
wine were not simply bread and wine but these
elements were now his own body and blood
that would be given for them for the forgiveness of sins, which he spoke by the words
of institution. This supper, The Lord’s Supper
or Eucharist as it would be later called, would
be the center of the worship service of the Early
Christian Church.
Early Christianity was very different
than the majority of American Christianity in
21st century. There were no grand cathedrals
with beautiful stained glass windows. There
were no 5,000-member big box mega churches.
There were simply small house churches where
Christians might not even have very much
room to move around. The services would have
two parts: Word and Sacrament. Since this new
Christian worship took place in a small, secluded area, there was not a lot of room to do much
except for reading God’s word and celebrating
the Eucharist.
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Continued on page 8

The Lutheran perspective on worship is very
different than the majority of modern Christians’
perspective. The two perspectives differ in the
way they see the relationship between God and
his people here on earth. The modern Christian
perspective is that Christians go to church to
praise God by praying and singing songs in order to give thanks for what he has done for all
who believe. This is by no means an incorrect
perspective on worship because Christians who
do not worship in the same manner as Lutherans
are by no means “less Christian.” For even in the
Divine Service there are parts of the service
where Lutherans praise God by singing songs
and praying, i.e. The Gloria in Excelsis, the Prayer of Thanksgiving, and The Post-Communion
Canticle to name a few.

served by God and not to serve Him just as Jesus
says in the Gospel of Matthew, “Just as the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and
to give His life a ransom for many.” This is why
the rite that is used in Lutheran worship is called
Divine Service (see LSB, page 184). It is God’s Divine Service in which he serves us with his lifegiving Word and his own Body and Blood for the
forgiveness of our sins.

The Lutheran perspective on worship is
the same perspective of the Early Christian
Church. The Early Christian Church gathered to
hear God’s Word and to celebrate the Eucharist.
Just as the Early Christian Church, God serves
Lutherans who are gathered in His name when
they hear His Word and receive His own Body
and Blood for the forgiveness of sins. This might
The Lutheran perspective of worship has seem dry and boring to someone on the outside
so much more to offer. Lutherans, just as the Ear- of Lutheranism looking in. But in reality, the Luly Christian Church, worship God by gathering
theran perspective on worship, the Divine Serto hear his Word and to receive his own Body
vice, is full of life and richness because God is
and Blood for the forgiveness of sins. The Luther- truly present with his people, serving those who
an perspective on worship is a top-down perHe calls His own.
spective. This means that Lutherans gather to be

8

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters meet the 2nd and 4th Monday this
month, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. We will meet April 9
and 23
TLC
Bible Study will meet in April, with class in the
Library at 9:30 a.m. on April 1 and 15.
Chat n Chew
Join your friends from Grace for lunch at on
Monday, April 15 at 11:30 a.m. We will going to
Yummy Chinese restaurant on Bethel Ave. Lunch is
on your own. Please be sure to RSVP to Diana
James or to the Church office by April 14, so we will
have a place for everyone.
Free for Lunch Bunch
Join us for Free for Lunch Bunch on April 26 at
12:30 p.m. Please RSVP by Sunday, April 21 to Diana
James (765) 358-4446.
Pantry Needs
The Food Pantry is in low supply of soup, jelly,
Jello, canned veggies, tuna, and chicken, box
potatoes, pork n beans, laundry and dish soap. Your
donations may be placed in the baskets by the doors
and they are greatly appreciated.

Altar Flowers
Thank you to the many member of the
congregation who have already signed up for
flowers to enhance the beauty God’s house. We all
appreciate the beautiful flowers each Sunday. The
chart is still full of many open slots leaving many
opportunities for each of you to provide flowers for
the altar. I know that we often just do this for a
special occasion like a birthday or an anniversary,
but flowers are an every week blessing. Please
consider adopting one or more of the blank slots on
the flower chart. Our cost has gone up $5 per vase,
making it $15 for one and $30 for both. Please make
checks payable to Grace Lutheran Ladies Aid.
Ladies Aid Rummage Sale
Start gathering your unwanted things for the
annual Rummage Sale. We will begin collecting
rummage after April 21. This year there will only be
one sale, May 7 and 8.
Donations go in the classroom with the
Rummage sign on it. Many hands are needed to help
sort and price on Sunday and Monday before the
event, as well as the days of the sale. Contact Diana
James to volunteer (765) 359-4446)

PRAYER REQUESTS
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may directly contact Diana
James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Helen Ashley, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips

†

Health and strength: Stephanie Arey, Rachel Darefsky, Rick Hollowood, Bill James, Jim McCoy, and
Ronald Stein.
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Easter Word Scramble
1. IFUCNCIIOXR _______________
2.NREOSEITRUCS ______________
3.IAICCRESF __________________
4.DEEEMERR _________________
6.SEINR _____________________
8.OBMT ____________________
9.RODL ____________________
11.RALACVY _________________
12.SCSOR _____________________
13.STOINUP ILTPEA ________ _________
14.ELAIRS __________________
15.SARBBABA _________________
16.ITCSRH ________________
17.IECRCFUDI ______________

Grace Crafters
The Crafters are busy every month, creating and
sharing their knowledge and experiences with all
that attend the crafting sessions at church.
This month, they had a guest crafter, Jordyn
Hughes. Jordyn was instructing the ladies on loom
weaving.
New crafters are always welcome to join in the
fun. Grace Crafters meet the 2nd and 4th Monday this
month, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., and will meet April 9
and 23.
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18.WROCN FO OHTRSN ______ __ ________
19.IGNK _______________
20.WSJE _______________
21.ARSENTMG ___________
22. NLINE DURSHO ________ ________
23.AMRY _______________
24.BTAAHSB ________________
25.SLESDCPII _______________
26.NLAEG _______________
27.SDAUJ _______________
28. ICFEH ESPTISRS ________ _______
29. DERE ______________
30. WEIN ____________

11
22
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters

29
7:00 p.m. Elders

21 Easter Day
6:55 a.m. Sunrise Divine Service
8:15 a.m. Easter Breakfast Carry –in
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

28 Second Sunday of Easter
8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Confirmation

30

23
7:00 p.m. Board of
Stewardship & Education

15
16
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Pastor and Vicar
9:30 a.m. TLC
@ Winkel
11:30 a.m. Chat-n-Chew @
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

14
Palm Sunday
8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Confirmation

8 :00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Confirmation

24
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Lenten Vespers
8:00 p.m. Confessions Study

17
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
8:00 p.m. Confessions Study

10
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Lenten Vespers
8:00 p.m. Confessions Study

9
8:30 a.m. Matins

8
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

Wed

7 Fifth Sunday in Lent ( Judica)

Tue

2
3
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00p.m. Planning Council 8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Lenten Vespers

Mon

1
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

Sun

Thu

25

18
8:00 a.m. Pastor &
Vicar
@ Confessions Study
7:00 p.m. Maundy
Thursday Divine
Service

11
8:30 a.m. Matins

4
7:00 p.m. Community
Assistance Meeting

Fri

Sat

20
7:00 p.m.
Vigil of
Easter

13

6

26
27
12:30 p.m. Free for
Lunch Bunch

19
7:00 p.m. Good
Friday Divine
Service

12
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Serving at Grace
Ushers

Assisting Elder
8:00 a.m.

Jeffrey Wehmueller

8:00 a.m. Dave Heinkel

10:30 a.m.

John Harman

10:30 a.m. Henry Miller and Marvin Addison

Holy Week
Maundy Thursday: Acolyte-Elise Boyd, Usher-John Harman, Assisting Elder-Dave Heinkel
Vigil of Easter: Acolyte-Daniel Ludwig, Usher-John Harman, Assisting Elder-Dave Heinkel

Acolytes

Greeters

Camera Operators

April 7

Colton McCoy

April 14

Tony Ruiz

April 22

Jacob Ludwig

Robyn & Sherri Clamme

April 28

Aurora Mack

Linda Cook

Chris and Michelle Cahoe
Carol Koss

Eric McCoy

Jane Harman

Glenn Branscome

Ann Willmann

Shea Hill

Amy Miller

Devon Hill

Renee Hughes

Birthdays and Anniversaries
4/1

Britteny Price

4/2

Randy Willmann

4/3

Jane Harman
Devon Hill

4/4

Kelli Bowdell
Gary Parks Jr.

4/5

Doug Branscome

4/7

Nancy Crowe

4/8

Ann Willmann

4/9

Shirly & Bill Berger (w)

4/14

Mary Karner

4/15

Steve Anderson

4/16

Jeff & Lenore Crone (w)
Debbie Haddock
Emmy Taylor

4/17

Marvin Addison

4/18

Viveka Melo

4/20

Travis Overfield

4/25

Rebecca Crowe

12

4/26

Altar Guild

Christina Hill
Cory Hill
Jim McCoy

4/28

Linda Cook

4/29

Zach Myers
Larry Temple
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By Grace through Faith

April 7, Fifth Sunday in Lent
“Cornerstone of Salvation” Sermon Text: Luke 20:17b
Rev. Shayne Jonker
"The stone the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone" (Lk 20:17b). The Messiah of Israel, Jesus, is a
rejected Messiah. One of the architects and builders of
Israel thought unfit to be the cornerstone, but God sizes
up the angles differently. This Jesus, born of the Virgin,
crucified and risen, reigning at the right hand of God, the
One who baptizes you and forgives you and feeds you is
the rejected Rock of Israel and the Cornerstone of your
salvation.
April 14, Palm Sunday
“A Troubled Soul” Sermon Text: John 12:20-43
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
Have you ever been terrified about something in your
immediate future that you had to face? Jesus did. When
confronted with the cross Jesus said, "Now is my soul
troubled." Learn how Jesus dealt with His "troubled
soul."
14

April 21, The Resurrection of Our Lord-Easter Day
“Where Are You Searching?” Sermon Text: Luke 24:1-12
Rev. William Mueller
Followers of Jesus journeyed to His tomb that Easter
morning fully expecting to find a dead body. Instead,
they are met with the joyous news that Jesus was risen
from the dead! The question the Easter angels ask the
women, though, penetrates our hearts and souls as well –
"Why do you look for the living among the dead?"
April 28, Second Sunday of Easter
“Vindication!” Sermon Text: John 20:24-31
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
How do we bear all the unbearable things people are
called to carry? Scripture is bursting with words and
actions that witness to future deliverance. "Vindication" –
the validation of all that Christians have hoped and
longed for – empowers us to face challenging todays and
tomorrows.

