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God’s Church is always open
By Pastor Danny Mackey

Why is it vital and essential for your church to remain open—
even when you can’t come? Here are just a few of the reasons:
Knowing God is unchanging is essential care for your soul. Our
God is the same God today as He was before this pandemic hit. “He
is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb 13:8). We build our
church buildings—and even bolt our pews to the ﬂoor—to evoke a
sense of permanence. You need to know that God’s Church is always
here for you. Nothing will make it go away. It’s much like your parents’ home. In this case, it’s your heavenly Father’s house. Even if
you’ve been gone for a while, you’re always welcome home. Even if
you can’t come to church, knowing it’s here and waiting for you provides comfort and stability in a world where uncertainty and fear
rule the day. God is unchanging, constant. His Church reﬂects that.
So our churches need to strive to display the same to us.
Prayer is essential care for your soul. We pray at church. Jesus
taught us to pray, “Our Father, who art in heaven” (Mt 6; Lk 11). We
pray as a community, our prayer shaped by God’s holy Word. Even
while you are at home, we are here, praying on your behalf, lifting
you up by name. While we can do this in our homes (as we ought),
we have no beJer place to pray than where God has promised to be.
Vicar and I have resumed praying and singing Matins (LSB 219),
praying for you before God’s altar. We pray that this pandemic will
end and that all people be granted healing and blessing.
Fellowship is essential care for your soul. We are encouraged by
Scripture to not forsake the assembly—especially as we see the Day
drawing near (Heb 10:25). We are social creatures. That’s why so
many artists and musicians are sharing their work over social media.
Thank God for the technology of social media, helping us to connect
in some measure with one another. “It is not good for man to be
alone” remains true (Gn 2:18). So we are taking extra eﬀorts to live
stream our services and others so that you may continue to be connected to us.
Lastly, God’s presence is essential care for your soul. We know
that God is present everywhere, omnipresent (Jer 23:24). Yet God is
present in a special way—a way like none other—in His church.
That’s why we come here, hear His Word here, pray here, have our
weddings here, and so on. God’s presence ought not be ever closed
to us. (That would be unimaginable!) As such, God leads us to the
green pastures of His church, so that we might be with Him and lack
no good thing from Him (Ps 23). When you are able, come back to
church. It’s your church, and it’s waiting for you to ﬁll it once more.
In the meantime, God will continue to care for your soul, even as
He cares for your body. May our trust in Him remain as steadfast as
His love is for us.
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The Resurrection of the Dead and Life Everlasting
By Vicar Brian Homann

“I believe in the…resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.” We confess these words
together every Sunday when we recite the Creed. As
a child I remember confessing these words every
night with my mom and dad, a tradition Emily and I
continue in our household. During this season of
Easter, it is a good time to think about these words
and ask ourselves what do we mean by them?
The world we live in can be rather frightening.
Just turning on the news can turn a joyful day into
one ﬁlled with anxiety and concern for tomorrow.
Prevalent in the news today is a constant ﬂow of information about the coronavirus. One moment the
media will report the latest numbers of the infected.
Then breaking news will come out of a possible cure
or solution, only to be walked back later. All of this
on top of the other things that cause us to worry

over our future. Economic downturn, rumors of war,
political unrest, and the list could go on and on. Yet
in the midst of this we as the church continue to confess, “I believe in the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting.”
Luther explains these words in his Small Catechism, “On the Last Day He will raise me and all the
dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in
Christ.” This is where we ﬁnd our hope. Our Lord
Jesus has promised to raise us from the dead and
usher us into eternal life with Him. This is what He
came to earth to accomplish. Through His incarnation, suﬀering, death, and resurrection, He defeated
our enemies. Sin, death, and the devil are all trampled under Jesusʹ feet. He has freed you from them
all. Through your baptism, you died with Christ and
a new man rose to live in righteousness and purity
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forever. This is why we confess these words in the
Creed; they are our reality.
Jesus said, “In my Father’s house are many
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take
you to Myself, that where I am you may be also” (Jn
14:2-3). Jesus has promised that He will raise all ﬂesh
and bring all of us who have faith to Himself in
heaven on the Last Day. Let us never lose sight of
this truth.
Now, how do we go about our daily lives keeping this reality in focus? First and foremost, we do
not worry about the problems of this world. Jesus
said, “I have said these things to you, that in Me you
may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (Jn
16:33). Jesus has overcome the world, so the world
does not trouble you anymore. This does not mean
that we do not take seriously the cares of this world.
We do! We do so that we can care for our neighbors
and their needs. But we do not let the cares of this
world take away our hope. Second, we continue to
care for our neighbors. We know that our lives are in
the care of Christ. Because of this, we are free to care
for our neighbors and their needs. Do you know of
someone who is high risk and needs groceries? Oﬀer

to go out, and get groceries for them. You know your
Lord cares for you and protects you. Are there people you know in isolation? Call them up and encourage them during these trying times. Physical distance can lead to emotional distance, which can be
just as deadly as any disease. We need to care for our
neighbors’ emotional health just as much as their
physical health.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we have
hope! Just as Jesus was raised from the dead, we
know we will also be raised from death. The worst
that this world can throw at us is the death of our
bodies. Yes, this is tragic and sad; however, Jesus has
turned death into the portal to life. As the Apostle
Paul writes, “For if we live, we live to the Lord, and
if we die, we die to the Lord. So then whether we
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s” (Rm 14:8).
For us to continue to live is good for us and our
neighbor. We continue to grow in our understanding
of our faith, and we continue to serve our neighbors.
At the same time, we can be called home at any time
due to a myriad of diﬀerent causes. We know that
when we die, we go to be with Christ. Either way, if
we live or if we die, we are Christ’s and we look forward to the Last Day when all suﬀering will be ended.

PRAYER REQUESTS
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may
directly contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please
keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Lee Kerkhoﬀ, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips, Jack Elsesser

†

Health and strength: Glenda Armstrong, Kelli Bowdell, CJ Clinger, Ronnel
Deeg, Terri Dehning, Tom Malapit, Jim Smith, Dave Stout, Debby Taylor.
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Announcements
Pantry Needs
We are running low on these items in the food
pantry. We need jelly, pasta sauce, boxed potatoes,
toilet paper, paper towels, and tuna/chicken
helper. Thank you so much for your contributions.
Mighty Mites
There are new Mite boxes for everyone in the
congregation. Please take one home and ﬁll it with
your loose change and be sure to bring it back on
the ﬁrst Sunday of every month. Our Mighty Mites
will surely make a diﬀerence.
Ladies Aid Rummage Sale
The annual rummage sale will be re-scheduled
for alternate dates in June. Stayed tuned to the
weekly emails for updates.

Eyeglasses Collection
The Mission Board, in conjunction with our
Mission Team going to Guatemala would like to
collect used prescription eyeglasses to give to
MOST for their eyeglasses mission trips. There
will be a box at the back of the sanctuary for the
purpose of collecting eyeglasses. These eyeglasses
and sunglasses may help a third world country
adult to secure a job or a child to succeed in school.
When they come for testing and ﬁJing they will
hear the Gospel while they are there.
You may put used adult, children glasses and
sunglasses in the boxes. All prescription glasses
are acceptable. MOST requests that they not be
broken. The collection will continue to run
through the summer.

Farewell Note from the Parks’
The time has come for Gary and me to say
farewell to our Grace family here in Muncie.
The past 22 years have been ﬁlled with so
many memories. We have shared our lives with so
many of you; from the day Jim McCoy welcomed
us, to our time as youth leaders, we were given the
opportunity to share God’s love with so many. Our
lives have certainly been blessed by the saints of
Grace.
My time here as Pastor’s secretary, has been
practically a lifetime (18 + years). I have learned so
much from our Pastors. Most of which is quite
useful. All kidding aside, this is the most fulﬁlling
occupation anyone could have, except for being a
parent.
As we begin this new chapter in our life in
Ocala, Florida, we look forward to our new church
home and Gary’s new job with USDA Forest
Service. I will start a job search after we are seJled.
Please know, our door is always open for
visitors. We are on your way to all the fun spots in
Florida. Our new address is:

Gary and Jessica Parks
4398 NE 29th St.
Ocala, FL 34470

6

blogs.lcms.org/2020/when-one-cant-ﬂee-the-plague by Roy Askins

–
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Do not tempt God

8

9

13

20
8:30 a.m. Matins
r

27
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Board of Elders

12 The Resurrection of Our Lord
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

19
Second Sunday of Easter
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

26
Third Sunday of Easter
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

Oﬃce Closed

Easter Monday

6
8:30 a.m. Matins

Mon

5
Palm Sunday
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

Sun

28
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:00 p.m. Parish Services
7:00 p.m. Bd. of Ed &
Stewardship

Pastor and Vicar @
Winkel St. Peter’s,
Huntington

21

14
8:30 a.m. Matins

7
8:30 a.m. Matins

Tues

29

22
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service

15
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service

8
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service

1
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service

Wed

30

23

16
No Matins
Pastor and Vicar @
Confession Study , Indy

25 St. Mark, Evangelist

18

Divine Services may be attended
in
person by RSVPing to Pastor
directly. (660) 492-3958
or
email: mackeydp@hotmail.com

24

17

10 Good Friday
11 Vigil of Easter
7:00 p.m. Divine Service

4

Sat

9 Maundy Thursday
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Divine Service

Fri
3

Thurs
2

April

Serving at Grace: April 2020
Assisting Elder

Ushers

8:00 a.m. Jeﬀ Wehmueller

8:00 a.m. Dave Heinkel

10:30 a.m. John Harman

10:30 a.m. Henry Miller and Marvin Addison

Acolytes

Greeters

Camera Operators

Altar Guild

5th

Olivia Taylor

Chris and Michelle Cahoe

Eric McCoy

Jane Harman

12th

Daniel Ludwig

Carol Koss

Glenn Branscome

Ann Willmann

19th

Robyn and Sherri Clamme

Shea Hill

Amy Miller

26th

Linda Cook

Devon Hill

Renee Hughes

Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

4/1

BriJeny Price

4/9

4/2

Randy Willmann

4/3

Jane Harman
Devon Hill

4/4

Kelli Bowdell
Gary Parks, Jr

4/5

Doug Branscome

4/7

Nancy Crowe

4/8

Ann Willmann

4/14

Mary Karner

4/15
4/16

Steve Anderson
Debbie Haddock
Emmy Taylor

4/17

Marvin Addison

4/18

Viveka Melo

4/20

Travis Overﬁeld

4/25

Rebecca Crowe

4/26

Christina Hill
Cory Hill
Brian Homann
Jim McCoy

4/28
4/28

Linda Cook
Zach Myers
Larry Temple

Shirley and Bill Berger (60 years)

Prayers for those celebrating life’s joys:
Birthdays
We give You thanks, O Lord, for the many blessings
You have given to Your servant [name(s)], especially for
bestowing on [him/her/them] length of days in this present life. Grant that [him/her/them] may always know
Your loving-kindness, abide in the confession of Your
name, and put [his/her/their] trust each day in Your
gracious care and protection; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Anniversary of a marriage
O Lord Jesus, Your mercies are new every morning.
We thank You for another year of married life together
for [name(s)]. Open their hearts always to receive more
of Your love that their love for each other may never
grow weary but deepen and grow through every joy
and sorrow shared; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - April 2020
April 5 – Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion
Psalm 118:19-29; John 12:12-19; MaJhew 27:11-66
“Palms to Passion” - Sermon Text: Philippians 2:8b
Rev. Shayne Jonker
Holy Week begins on the road from Jericho to Jerusalem. Jesus procures a donkey and His disciples hail Him
with palm branches. They make a royal highway for Him
with their coats and shout, “Blessed is He who comes in
the name of the Lord!” The mood, however, shifts quickly
from palms to passion, from triumph to cruciﬁxion. This is
no ordinary King. He dies for His people and kingdom.
Never has the world seen such a King as this one.
April 12 – The Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Day
Psalm 16; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18
“Tears of Joy” - Sermon Text: John 20:1-18
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
When a military mother is unexpectedly greeted by
her child returning from deployment, the shock is overwhelming, and she may burst into tears of joy. Mary’s tears
of sorrow changed into tears of joy when she saw the risen
Savior.

April 19 – Second Sunday of Easter
Psalm 148; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31
“A Genuinely Tested Faith” - Sermon Text: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Rev. William Mueller
The Apostle Peter reminds us that our faith in Jesus
Christ is a genuinely tested faith. This means that through
the struggles, various trials, and other griefs that we endure, God is drawing us closer to Jesus. Our faith in Jesus
may be tested, but it is genuine!
April 26 – Third Sunday of Easter
Psalm 116:1-14; 1 Peter 1:17-25; Luke 24:13-35
“Have It GOD’S Way!” - Sermon Text: Luke 24:13-35
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Does God’s gift of faith come from a set menu, or is it
served up à la carte? In what ways are we “slow of heart”
to believe all that God’s Word tells us? In His conversation
with two Emmaus-bound disciples, the risen Lord Jesus
Christ reveals the challenges and possibilities of a faith
humbly determined to Have It GOD’S Way!
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