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What Doesn’t Change
By Pastor Danny Mackey

On May 1, 2020 Governor Holcomb’s Executive
Order 20-22 will end—unless something changes
before then, that is. If the stay-at-home order ends, it
will most certainly be replaced by something else,
possibly allowing for some of us to return to work
and some businesses to reopen. We really won’t
know until the date gets closer. All of it is subject to
change—as are all things of this world subject to
change. We are all in this together, trying to find the
best way to keep people safe and to maintain our
lives as Hoosiers.
When we do start to emerge from our homes
and society gets to humming again—which will
happen at some point in the future—many of us will
be a bit apprehensive. Will there be a spike in coronavirus cases? Will our hospitals experience a surge,
putting strain on our medical system and our
healthcare providers? We don’t know, but we probably ought to plan for that to happen. Regardless,
coronavirus won’t magically disappear. Like all viruses, including the flu and the common cold, it will
persist. We will still be at risk of getting it or another
illness. The illnesses will change—viruses change all
the time, that’s their nature—but the risk of getting
sick won’t change.

And the risk hasn’t changed. Sure, we can say
it’s changed in degree. We’re more at risk of contracting coronavirus this year than last year (the risk
was so low that most of us hadn’t even heard of
coronavirus). But the risk of simply getting sick still
existed.
What also hasn’t changed is our God. He hasn’t
changed. His love for you hasn’t changed. St. James
writes, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, coming down from the Father of lights
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change” (Jas 1:17). I love this verse because it reminds me not only that God doesn’t change (“with
whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change”) but also that He gives “every good gift and
every perfect gift.” He is our Father, who art in
heaven, and He loves us and provides for us in every need.
Our heavenly Father loved you before this coronavirus struck. He loves us now, while we’re staying in our homes and socially distancing. He will
love us in the upcoming future when we start coming together again. He doesn’t change. His love for
us doesn’t change. Our heavenly Father will see us
through this pandemic; and we will once again en-

Come not in terrors, as the King of kings,
But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings;
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea.
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me.
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around I see;
O Thou who changest not, abide with me.
“Abide with Me” (LSB 878:3-4)
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joy “every good gift and every perfect gift” that He
gives us “from above”—which, by the way, is every
good thing.
This is because, as the author of Hebrews puts it,
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever” (Heb 13:8). He is the Jesus Christ who died
on the cross for you. He is the Jesus Christ who rescued you from sin, death, and the power of the devil.
It happened. In history. That fact can’t be changed.
And the heavenly Father, who gave His Son for you,
can’t undo it. Nor would He want to. After all, “He
who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for
us all, how will He not also with Him graciously give
us all things?” (Rm 8:32).
Because He gave His Son, we know the heavenly

Father will give us all things. He gives us medical
tests and people to administer them. He gives us researchers and their results. He gives us doctors and
nurses and other medical personnel to heal us. He
gives us car companies to make respirators and bedding supply companies to make face masks. He gives
us delivery drivers to drop off much-needed supplies
(like toilet paper). He provides for all our needs. He
always has. He does now. He always will. All for the
sake of His Son, He loves us.
So, remember that the God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—who loved you yesterday, last week, and
last year hasn’t changed. He is loving you right now.
And He will love you tomorrow and forever. †

PRAYER REQUESTS
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may
directly contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please
keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips, Jack Elsesser

†

Health and strength: Joyce Cook, Ronnel Deeg, Terri Dehning, Tom Malapit,
Jim Smith, Dave Stout

We Thank God for Our Mothers!
Happy Mother’s Day
Her children rise up

and call her blessed;
her husband also, and
he praises her; “Many
women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.”
Proverbs 31:28-29
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The Ascension of Our Lord
By Vicar Brian Homann

40 days after Easter, Jesus ascension into heavright hand of God” (Mk 16:19) The right hand of
en. With this Feast of the Ascension, the tone of the
God is not a description of a certain place in heaven.
Church Year changes. The Church no longer takes a
The right hand of God is a position of power. Paul
step-by-step look at the life of Jesus. That ends with
writes, “He worked in Christ when He raised Him
Jesus’ Ascension. The Church then focuses on Pente- from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in
cost and our life in Christ until He returns on the
the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority
Last Day. The Ascension of Jesus has more signifiand power and dominion, and above every name
cance than Jesus deciding to return to heaven in a
that is named” (Eph 1:20-21). Jesus now exercises the
cool way. So, what does the Ascension mean? What
full use of His divine nature. Make no mistake, He
benefits do we, as the Church,
could always use His divine
receive from the Ascension?
power; however, during His
What does Jesus’ Ascension inearthly ministry, Jesus chose
dicate to the world and His
not to. Now that He has ascendChurch?
ed in triumph, He makes full
Let’s start by answering the
use of His divine power. This is
question “What does the Ascena great comfort to you who are
sion mean?” The most obvious
in the Church. The One who has
answer is that Jesus no longer
full power over heaven and
appears before His disciples. As
earth is also your Savior. The
He tells them, “A little while,
One who makes the Sun rise
and you will not see me, and
and set does so for your benefit.
again a little while, and you will
As the Head of the Church, He
see me” (JN 16:16). This is true
lovingly administers the affairs
for the Church today as well.
of this world for the benefit of
We cannot see Jesus with our
His Bride. He continues to exereyes, and we will not see Him
cise His three-fold office of
Ascension by John Singleton Copley (1775)
face to face until our death or
Prophet, Priest, and King. He
His return. So why does the Church celebrate the
remains your Prophet, sending you teachers to teach
Ascension? We are saddened at not seeing our Lord
His Word. He remains your Priest interceding on
face to face. The disciples were also sorrowful when
your behalf. He continues to be your King, governJesus tells them this, but Ascension is more than Jeing all things to the good of those who love Him.
sus moving locations. By ascending Jesus takes His
Finally, what does Jesus’ Ascension indicate to
rightful place at the Father’s right hand. Ascending
the world and His Church? It indicates that Jesus
to heaven means that Jesus is not confined to one
was indeed triumphant over sin. Jesus, who humsingle place. As Saint Paul puts it, “He who descend- bled Himself, now returns to heaven as Victor. Dured is the One who also ascended far above the heaving the days of the Roman Republic, a conquering
ens, that He might fill all things.” Jesus’ Ascension
general would return to the city and participate in a
means that He has returned to heaven in triumph. It
Triumph. The conquering general would be treated
also means that from heaven He can be both physilike a king for the day, and given power not normalcally and spiritually present with His Church.
ly given to anyone. Jesus’ Ascension is His triumWhat are the benefits of Christ Ascension? Jesus
phal entry into heaven as the one who conquered sin
has not ceased to work since His Ascension. He has(Rev 7:9). Jesus takes His rightful position as Ruler
n’t been on a near 2,000-year vacation. Mark writes,
of all things. †
“He was received up into heaven, and sat on the
5

Call Night for Concordia Seminary Fort Wayne
Tom Van Hemert (Our First Vicar)
As we watched on Wednesday night during the live
broadcast of Call night, we know now Tom will be headed
to Iowa District East. Tom is set to Graduate in May then
he and Liz will begin their next chapter as he will serve as
Pastor of St. John Lutheran Church in Center Point Iowa.
We very much enjoyed having him as our first Vicar and
look forward to seeing him serve those in Iowa.

Liz and Tom Van Hemert

Vicarage Program
Grace will be receiving another vicar this coming
July. Matthew Christian will be our third vicar
through the program and he is from Indiana. We
have certainly enjoyed Tom and Brian, our current
vicar. We look forward to getting to know our new
vicar and his family as well as seeing him grow as we
teach and form him for the ministry.

Moriah and Matthew Christian
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Announcements
Pantry Needs
We are running low on these items in the food
pantry. We need jelly, pasta sauce, boxed potatoes,
toilet paper, paper towels, and tuna/chicken
helper. Thank you so much for your contributions.
Pastoral Care
During these strange times you still need
Pastoral care and our Pastor wants to make sure
you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule
a phone call, home visit, through the window chat,
or even a porch visit, He will gladly facilitate what
fits your needs. Contact the office in order to
schedule these.
Mighty Mites
There are new Mite boxes for everyone in the
congregation. Please take one home and fill it with
your loose change and be sure to bring it back on
the first Sunday of every month. Our Mighty Mites
will surely make a difference.
Ladies Aid Rummage Sale
The annual rummage sale will be re-scheduled
for alternate dates in June. Stayed tuned to the
weekly emails for updates.

flowers will be available as usual after the final
service on Sunday. If it would be easier for you,
you can mail your payment payable to Grace
Ladies Aid to me (Joan Anderson) at my home
address, 2705 W. Twickingham Drive, 47304 or
you can bring or send to church. Thank you your
flowers beautify our altar and we are all enjoying
them.

Message from the Board of Stewardship
Thanks to all who are maintain their offerings
during this challenging time. Our necessary
expenses continue even as our church attendance is
Covid-limited. Members not attending services in
person are encouraged, as their circumstances
permit, to mail their weekly offerings to the church
or arrange for online payment through their
financial institutions. As we reflect on our financial
support for Grace, we are blessed by the faithful
diligence of our ministry in bringing us the Word
and Sacrament each Sunday.

Eyeglasses Collection
The Mission Board, in conjunction with our
Mission Team going to Guatemala would like to
collect used prescription eyeglasses to give to
MOST for their eyeglasses mission trips. There
will be a box at the back of the sanctuary for the
purpose of collecting eyeglasses. These eyeglasses
and sunglasses may help a third world country
adult to secure a job or a child to succeed in school.
When they come for testing and fitting they will
hear the Gospel while they are there.
You may put used adult, children glasses and
sunglasses in the boxes. All prescription glasses
are acceptable. MOST requests that they not be
broken. The collection will continue to run
through the summer.

The Lord is on my
side, I will not fear.
Psalm 118:6

Altar Flowers Update
As those of you who have attended church in
person or via Facebook know, we are continuing to
have altar flowers delivered each week. Your
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During these quarantine times our Distant members are especially isolated as well. Here are the addresses of
our distant members if you would like to send them a card or letter letting them know we are thinking of
them. I know it would bring some smiles to these guys feeling a little love from a far.

Jordan Myers Son of Rob and Melissa Myers

David Drummond

Birthday: 06/03
Address:
Mr. Robert Myers.1470963
Avery Mitchell Correctional Institute
600 Amity Park Rd.
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Birthday: 2/14
Address:
David Drummond 114102
New Castle Correctional Facility
1000 Van Nuys Rd
New Castle, IN 47362

Jordan and David can receive letters, nothing bound (no portals of prayer), cards and pictures (No Cards or
pictures at New Castle) However, printed sermons, or prayers and devotions are ok. All mail must have a
complete full name and address. If mailing cards, keep in mind to place the open side of the card up, so it's
not cut through when they open mail.

Austin Myers Son of Rob and Melissa Myers
Birthday: 07/21
Address: Austin Myers
22 Church St Apt A
Norwich CT 06360

Emily Kingsley Daughter of Thomas and Kathi Gilland
Birthday: 7/24
19296 Torrey Pines Circle
Huntington Beach, CA 92648
Hayden Parsons
Birthday: 06/22
Address:
Hayden Parsons
1120 Harrison St.
Walkerton, IN 46574
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Mon

31 The Day of Pentecost
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:15 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

Office Closed

Memorial Day

18
8:30 a.m. Matins

17 Sixth Sunday of Easter- Rogate
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:15 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

25

11
8:30 a.m. Matins

Mother’s Day
10
Fifth Sunday of Easter-Cantate
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:15 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

24 Seventh Sunday of Easter- Exaudi
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:15 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

4
8:30 a.m. Matins

3 Fourth Sunday of Easter- Jubilate
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:15 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

Divine Services may be attended in
person by RSVPing to Pastor
directly. (660) 492-3958
or
mackeydp@hotmail.com

Sun

26
8:30 a.m. Matins

19
8:30 a.m. Matins

12
8:30 a.m. Matins

5
8:30 a.m. Matins

Tues

27
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Divine Service

20
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Divine Service

13
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Divine Service

6
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Divine Service

Wed

28
8:30 a.m. Matins

21
8:30 a.m. Matins

14
8:30 a.m. Matins

7
8:30 a.m. Matins

Thurs

29

22

15

8

1

Fri

30 Pentecost Eve

23

16

9

2

Sat

Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

5/1
5/4

5/14
5/18
5/21
5/23
5/28
5/29

5/5
5/6
5/8
5/14
5/15
5/18
5/21
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/29

Barbara McConnell
Pat Hokenson
Sandy Love
Brandon Truesdell
Jennie DeVoe
James Hill
Eli Coleman
Doug Lantz
Jessica Parks
Gloria LaGrange
Leah Coleman
Jennifer Monroe
Nolan Barnett
Tony Ruiz
Lanie Taylor
Dwight Ramsey
Michelle Cahoe
Joshua Monroe
Emily Stephens

Andrew and Karah Leach (9 years)
Brad and Candy Brammer (30 years)
Darren and Hazel Hindsley (21 years)
Darren and Erica Paul (5 years)
Steve and Lynn Miller (25 years)
Mary Ann and Jeff Wehmueller (31 years)

Grace Cares!
Rain and cold weather did not stop some of our members from bringing sunshine to our shut-ins. Mary Painter contacted West Minster and arranged a “window visit”. Pastor and Vicar put some hymns together and
gathered with Mary Painter, Carol Koss, Ann Willmann,
John and Jane Harman and sang beautiful hymns to Lee
Kerkhoff and Becky Levihn through the window. They
enjoyed it so much that they decided to go to a few more
houses, continuing to bring the sunshine to Jim and Judy McCoy as well as Debbie Taylor.
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Coloring Page
I received an email from CPH with some samples from an adult coloring book, The Illuminated Hymnal. I
thought you might enjoy pulling out your coloring pencils or crayons and coloring a page while being isolated. I have a few more and would be happy to email or mail them to you. Let me know if you are enjoying
these and I will make sure to send you some. I have heard of and seen quite a few puzzles being done by other
members and it seems to be a popular and fun activity for families. If you have done a puzzle, craft, or anything you’d like to share send me a picture via email and we will share them all in our next newsletter. Tell us
how you have been staying busy during these quarantine times.
Please email your pictures to Gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net

CPH.org, Adult Coloring Book, The Illuminated Hymnal
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Office: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - May 2020
May 3 - Fourth Sunday of Easter
Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-4, 10-11
“The Shepherd and His Sheep”- Sermon text: John 10: 1-4,
10-11
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
Jesus is the Good Shepherd. He bestows on His sheep
life- life in abundance. What is this life, and how do you
know that you are a sheep of Christ?
May 10 - Fifth Sunday of Easter
Psalm 146: 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14
“The One Person”- Sermon Text: John 14:2-3
Rev. Thomas Eggold
Today, as we hear the words of promise from God’s
own mouth…the promise of a place for us in the presence
of our Lord and Savior is the greatest message we could
ever hear. And there is no question that the one person
who has done more for you than anyone in the world is
Jesus. He went where we could not follow to make a way
that we could never find on our own. By His death, your
sin has been forgiven, and in His resurrection, your place
has been prepared.
May 17 - Sixth Sunday of Easter
Psalm 119:89-93, 105; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21
“Another Helper” -Sermon Text: John 14:16
Rev. Shayne Jonker
In His Ascension, Jesus has disappeared from our
sight, but He has not left us. Remember He said, “I will

not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” And indeed
He does, He comes to you in, with, and under the Word of
God, the waters of baptism, and the Bread and Wine of
His Supper. And He sends the Holy Spirit from the Father
to be your Helper and Comforter in this in-between time
of not-seeing yet believing and waiting for His glorious
return.
May 24 - Seventh Sunday of Easter/ Ascension of Our
Lord
Psalm 47; Acts 1:11; Luke 24: 44-53
“With Great Joy”- Sermon Text: Luke24:44-53
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
When Jesus ascended into heaven, the disciples returned to Jerusalem “with great joy.” Why such joy since
Jesus, their risen Savior, had just left them?
May 31 - The Day of Pentecost
Psalm 25; Acts 2:1-21; John 7:37-39
“Hear Love’s Language”- Sermon Text: Acts 2:1-21
Rev. William Mueller
The Day of Pentecost is the birthday of the Christian
Church. The Holy Spirit miraculously moved the disciples
of Jesus to speak in different languages so that people
from around the world could learn more about Jesus. The
same Spirit today moves and works among us so that we
also hear the language of love!
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