Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

The Messenger
This is the message… “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” 1Jn 1:5

July 2018

Volume 12, Issue 7

From the desk of Pastor Mackey

Matins: Sanctifying and Marking Time
The ﬁrst time I heard Matins was when Brenda
and I visited Concordia Theological Seminary in
Fort Wayne. We were visiting the campus to see if
we wanted to aĴend seminary at Fort Wayne after I
graduated from the University of Arizona. Because
of the visiting students and their families, Kramer
Chapel was packed. The liturgist and preacher came
up the steps from behind the altar and took their
places on either side of the chapel. The students,
faculty, and visitors pulled out The Lutheran Hymnal
(the red hymnal) and opened to page 32—well,
those of us who didn’t know the service did. From
the moment the liturgist chanted “O Lord, open
Thou my lips,” I was hooked. The congregation
responded with gusto: “And my mouth shall
declare Thy praise!” Our mouths most certainly did!
Though I didn’t know them right away, the chants
and psalmody resonated within me as only God’s
Word can within the believer’s heart. I fell in love
with Matins. Matins is my favorite non-Communion
service.

Some of you may not be familiar with Matins,
which isn’t entirely surprising. While Divine Service
is celebrated on Sundays, Matins is a daily oﬃce.
Lutheran Service Book simply deﬁnes it as a “morning
service of psalms, readings, and prayers” (xxv). The
service begins on page 219 in the same. It’s one of
three daily oﬃces in our hymnal—the other two
being Vespers (LSB 229) and Compline (LSB 253).
Matins was developed to sanctify and mark time by
the early Christians and medieval Church.
If Matins is a daily oﬃce and we’re not going to
do it on Sundays because we have Divine Service on
Sundays, then why bring it up? Well, because the
vicar and I have begun chanting Matins most
mornings at 8:30 a.m. (Some of you may recall that
this was the practice when Pastors Karner and Cage
were here.) Another fellow pastor shared with me
his practice of Matins with his vicar—which is
where I got the idea from. He said that each
morning they chant Matins and discuss one of the
readings for the upcoming Sunday. In their
discussion, they ask two questions: “What’s the
point of the text?” and “What do the people need to
hear from the text?” Vicar Van Hemert and I have
adopted this practice. I don’t know about him, but
the time each morning with God’s Word and our
brief discussions have been very edifying for me.
And you are invited to join us for Matins, every
Monday through Thursday morning (Friday is still
our day oﬀ), at 8:30 a.m.! You are invited to chant
with us God’s Word in psalmody and canticle. You
are invited to pray with us for God’s peace,
righteousness, and protection. And you are invited
to our conversation of the appointed psalm, Old
Testament reading, Epistle, and Gospel lessons as
we prepare to gather once again in sacred assembly
on the Lord’s day.

From the Vicar’s Desk

The Exodus out of the land of Egypt was the
great salviﬁc event of the Old Testament. Through
this great act of mercy, God saved Israel from a life
of slavery and death. The Israelites were no longer
slaves; they were a chosen people who had been
freed by God’s grace. Yet, despite this happy and
joyful tone, the book of Exodus ends with the big
problem of the Bible: God is God and the Israelites
are not. How can a holy God now dwell with an
unholy people? God wants to dwell with and
among his people but how do his people live with
this dwelling? The book of Leviticus answers this
question for us!
The book of Leviticus, however, may not have
that great of a reputation among Christian readers
of the Bible. After all, Genesis, Exodus, Numbers,
and Deuteronomy have wonderfully, long
narratives, which are a joy to read. Leviticus, on the
other hand, does not have a nice story. It only has
about two short narratives in all 27 chapters. Mostly
contained within the book of Leviticus are many of
the ceremonial laws that God gave to his chosen
people Israel. These ceremonial laws served a very
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speciﬁc purpose: to make the people ceremonially
clean so they could approach their Holy God within
the Tabernacle.
When it comes to interpreting Scripture, St.
Paul exhorted Timothy to, “Rightly handle the word
of truth,” (2 Timothy 2:15). Law and Gospel is a
cornerstone of our Lutheran heritage. Law and
Gospel is how we, as Lutherans interpret (handle)
the Bible—some passages of Scripture contain Law
and others are Gospel. Many readers of the book of
Leviticus have diﬃculty making it through this
dense book. Many readers have branded this book
as containing all Law and hardly and Gospel, if any!
However, this is a sad misunderstanding and
misinterpretation of the book of Leviticus! There is
no works-righteousness in the book of Leviticus, let
alone the Old Testament. Rather, Leviticus puts the
cross in the proper context. By becoming familiar
with the whole sacriﬁcial system that Leviticus
outlines, you will be able to beĴer understand how
these sacriﬁces were types of the one antitype,
Christ Jesus and his sacriﬁcial death and atonement
on the cross.
Continued on Pg. 3

These are the reasons why I have chosen to do
a Bible study on this book of the Bible. My hope is
that through becoming familiar with this wonderful
Old Testament book, we may broaden our
knowledge of what the New Testament teaches us
about Christ’s atoning sacriﬁce and his being raised
for our justiﬁcation. It is interesting to note that
Leviticus is the sixth most quoted book in the New
Testament (after Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy,
Psalms, and Isaiah). So, it is clear that Leviticus is
crucial in understanding these great tenants of faith
in which we place our hope. Leviticus is one of the
most Gospel ﬁlled books of the Old Testament! This

book is about justiﬁcation and sanctiﬁcation. It’s
about God opening a way for humanity to dwell in
his divine presence. God interacts with his people
through ritual. Through studying these Old
Testament ceremonial rituals, we will begin to see
how our God interacts with us through the rituals of
the church today.
This Bible study will take place at 9:20 a.m.
Sunday mornings, between the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
services. We will gather in the LCMS U room
downstairs (the room with signs “5” and “6” on the
doors.) We will begin on Sunday, July 8th I hope to
see you there!

Corn Pickers Needed!!
We need lots of corn pickers around the end of July (will get a speciﬁc
date later when the corn is ready). Randy Willmann has an acre of corn to be
picked which will be donated to Second Harvest Food Bank. Snacks, donuts,
drinks and lunch will be provided PLUS ... Randy tells us the crop looks so
great that pickers will need to take corn home after we have loaded the trailer
for Second Harvest. Watch the weekly emails and bulletins for the date.

Community Assistance Day
Saturday, Oct. 27, 2018. We need coats adults sizes XL to 4XL, large blankets, quilts, throws, socks, and
hats. We will keep you updated on items needed and areas where we need help. We need about 50
volunteers to run the project smoothly on October 27 as well as many volunteers to help the week leading
up to the big day.

With Heartfelt Thanks
To each and everyone of you who loved her, laughed with her,
worshiped with her, and prayed with her!
Virginia Lucas loved her everlasting Heavenly Father. We will
see her and all believers again.
Thank you all for your support, prayers, and cards through out
this sad time.
“If He carried the weight of the world on His shoulders, He will carry
you” Author Unknown
Page 3

Interview with President-elect Daniel J. Brege
We spoke with Rev. Daniel Brege, president-elect of
the Indiana District, to learn more about his
ministry, outlook, and goals. Rev. Brege will take on
his new leadership role in September.
Q: Tell us a li le about your background.
A: I’m a third-generation pastor. My
dad and my grandfather were pastors.
Of course, you don’t inherit the gene for
being a pastor! But I did observe my
dad, and I also have a brother and two
brothers-in-law who are LCMS pastors.
I have also been privileged to observe
many faithful pastors across the Synod.
There’s certainly value in having good
role models in ministry.
In that light, I would like to
commend President May for his 15
years of service. As I publicly thanked
the Lord for him during Convention, I
would again express thanksgiving to the
Lord for Rev. May’s endurance run of 15
years.
Q: How did you get started in ministry?
A: I began my career as a public school
teacher. I taught middle-school math in
Berrien Springs, Michigan. Later, I went back
to school at Concordia Theological Seminary
in Fort Wayne and graduated in 1982. My ﬁrst
pastorate was St. Paul Lutheran Church in
Decatur, Indiana — we call it Preble — and I
have served there my entire ministry of 36
years.
Q: That’s a remarkable endurance run, too.
A: Yes, and I’m grateful for that experience.
In his report to our Convention, LCMS
President MaĴ Harrison described the value
of long service in the pastorate.
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One advantage is that there’s a correlation
between a long pastorate and our success at
retaining young people in the church. We’ve
experienced that in Decatur. Last Sunday, we
recognized between 60 and 70 children from
our Sunday School program. And for a rural
church, we have several youth who are active
in our youth program, and more importantly,
many who regularly aĴend the Divine
Service. These young people may leave us
when they go oﬀ to college, but they are, by
God’s grace, prepared for lives of faith in
Christ.
It all depends on the Word of God and
proclamation of that Word.
Q: How has that commitment to the Word shaped
your ministry and how will it guide your
presidency?
A: The Word of God is the vehicle of the Holy
Spirit. The Word of God is the means whereby
people not only come to believe, but the
means whereby their faith is sustained. It’s the
means whereby people are comforted and the
means whereby forgiveness is distributed as
that Word is proclaimed and as the
Sacraments are administered. These are
simply applications of the Word of God,
which is the ultimate source of all ministry.
And this is true also in the oﬃce of the District
President. The Word of God is that sole
vehicle and means whereby problems are
dealt with and people are comforted and
encouraged.
Continued on pg. 5

The Word of God is the very foundation of
our ministry together. Our District
Convention focused on several outreach
initiatives — proclaiming the Word of God in
places like Gary, Indiana, and northern
Kentucky and the Purdue University campus.
I am very supportive of each of those
initiatives. I’ve been a vice president for six
years, so I’ve been on the Board and have
been involved with these eﬀorts. I credit Rev.
Geoﬀ Robinson and the entire Board for their
persistence and desire to work on these
outreach eﬀorts.
Q: What makes the LCMS unique today?
A: I think what makes the LCMS unique is
that we are confessional, which means that we
hold to the Lutheran Confessions. Those
Confessions were established to state with
clarity our scriptural and historical Christian
stance on any number of issues. And so we are
a confessional church, and we say this with
boldness and thankfulness.

sinful human beings — whether it be pastors
or laity — so I want to be pastoral in
supporting these pastors and their
congregations.
It’s about continuing the work of the Church
that has existed for centuries. I hope and pray
God gives me the wisdom to be able to handle
these things.
Q: There are about 100,000 members of LCMS
congregations in our District. What do you
want them to know about you?
A: I want them to know that I will strive for
ﬁdelity to the Word of God and to our
Lutheran Confessions. And I want them to
know that I will work with them and continue
to keep them in prayer.

Q: How does the Indiana District ﬁt into that
mission?
A: The word “synod” basically means walking
together. We certainly can join hands with the
other districts in standing for the truth of
God’s Word. We are also part of LCMS
outreach as we continue to support the
national and global mission endeavors of our
Synod. We thank the Lord those opportunities
are increasing.
Q: What will guide your leadership of our
District?
A: The pastors of the various congregations
are going to be eﬀective if they are grounded
in God’s Word and if they are enabled to
realize Christ’s strength and the Spirit’s
encouragement in relation to the challenges
they will experience. As District President, I
will strive to continue to ﬁrmly ground the
pastors in the Word, and I hope to be able to
assist our pastors and congregations as they
face such challenges. Of course, we are all
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Announcements
Mites
LWML Mite Box Sunday is July 1. Be sure to
gather all that loose change and drop it in the big
oﬀering box on the back table in the Sanctuary.
Food Pantry
It is time to restock the food pantry. We are very
low on these items: laundry soap, dish soap, paper
products, cereal, boxed potatoes, pancake mix &
syrup, tuna/chicken helper, pasta & pasta sauce,
peanut buĴer & jelly, Jello, pork & beans, canned
fruit, canned veggies, and corn muﬃn mix. Thank
you all for your continued support to help the
hungry in our community. Food may be placed by
the doors of the pantry or at the bell tower and oﬃce
entrances.
Produce Table
Bring your homegrown garden vegetables to
share with others at Grace. Produce can be placed on
the table at the boĴom of the stairs in the education
hallway on Sunday mornings. You are also welcome
to take any produce you would like. Free will
oﬀerings are accepted but not required and will
beneﬁt our Campus Ministry.

Sleeping Mats
Construction of mats is underway. Thousands
of bags are being prepped for making the mats. If
you would like to help prepare bags and/or learn to
make the mats, contact Janet Walker (765) 744-2657
Fourth of July Parking Lot Party
All the members of
Grace and guests are
invited to come out and
have an evening of
fellowship and games and
then stay for the ﬁrework
show. Start time is around
6:30 p.m. Hotdogs, Hamburgers and drinks will be
provided, as well as Linda Cook’s world famous
roasted lamb! Please bring a dish or two to share and
your own tableware. Don’t forget your lawn chairs!

Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters meet the 2nd and 4th Monday of
each month, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. We will meet July
9 and 23, questions, contact Cathy Branscome at
(765) 759-5285.
Community Assistance Day
The next meeting will be July 5, at 7:00 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. Any questions please contact
John and Jane Harman (765) 284-9248.
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Ninth Sunday after Trinity

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

29

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

St. Mary Magdalene
Eighth Sunday after Trinity

30
8:30 a.m. Matins

24
8:30 a.m. Matins
1-2p.m.Parish Services

23
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters

22

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

17
8:30 a.m. Matins

16
8:30 a.m. Matins

15 Seventh Sunday after Trinity

31
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Boards of Elders,
Stewardship, and Ed.

10
8:30 a.m. Matins

9
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters

8 Sixth Sunday after Trinity
8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

3
8:30 a.m. Matins

Tue

2
The Visitation
8:30 a.m. Matins

Mon

1
Fifth Sunday after Trinity
8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

Sun
Independence Day

25 St. James the Elder, Apostle
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

18
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

11
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

Oﬃce Closed
6:30 p.m. July 4th
Parking Lot Party

4

Wed

July 2018

26
8:30 a.m. Matins

19
8:00 a.m. Pastor @
Confessions Study,
Terre Haute

12
8:30 a.m. Matins

5
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Community
Assistance Meeting

Thu

27

20

13

6

Fri

28

21

14

7

Sat

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR JULY
Acolytes
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Greeters
Elise Boyd
Jacob Ludwig
Colton McCoy
Tony Ruiz

No Greeters in July

Assisting Elder

Ushers

8:00 a.m. Dave Heinkel
10:30 a.m. Dave Price & Randy Willmann

8:00 a.m. Jeﬀ Wehmueller
10:30 a.m. John Harman & Marshall Mack

Camera Operator

Altar Guild

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Janet Walker
Ann Willmann
Reneé Bushá
Emily Ruiz

Eric McCoy
Glenn Branscome
Shea Hill
Devon Hill
Eric McCoy

Birthdays
7/1 Anna Ludwig
7/4 Ashley Trusedell
7/6 Lee Kerkhoﬀ
Eric McCoy
Evelyn Rector
7/8 Candy Brammer
7/10 Ryan Branscome
7/12 Chris Cahoe
7/17 Benjamin Ludwig
7/19 Joan Anderson
7/21 Austin Myers
7/22 Layla Taylor
7/24 Emily Kingsley
Emilee Smith
7/25 Joe Hughes
7/28 Ross Boyd
Roman Parks
7/29 Drew Leach
7/30 Sherri Clamme
7/31 Carol Koss

Anniversarys
7/18
7/21
7/23
7/31

Tom & Elizabeth Van Hemert
Shea & Christina Hill
Clint & Lacey Gibbs
Donna & Riley Watkins

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Oﬃce: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

July 1 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
“The Big Picture” - Psalm 30:5
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Tough times can seem intense and enduring . . .
especially when we’re right in the midst of them.
King David certainly experienced his share of
diﬃculties, candidly exposed on the pages of the
Old Testament for future generations to see. Yet, his
confession of faith shows a profound understanding
of The Big Picture – “Weeping may tarry for the
night, but joy comes with the morning” (Ps 30:5).
July 8 – Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
“The Carpenter & Credentials” Mark 6:1-13
Rev. James Elsner
A drivers license is a basic “credential” for life in
our culture. One credential of Jesus was “carpenter
from Nazareth.” But He’s also Master and Friend
helping us handle all God wants to give us.

July 15 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
“How Do You Measure Up?” Amos 7:7-15
Rev. William Mueller
The Lord commands the prophet Amos to hold
a plumb line against His Old Testament people to
see if they measured up – to see if they were
following His ways. The result was not good. When
the Lord holds the plumb line of His Word to
measure us, we realize we fall miserably short. But
with Jesus, we get a unique perspective.
July 22 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
“See Jesus With the Crowd” Mark 6:30-44
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
The Gospel reading presents Jesus with a crowd
of people. Seeing Jesus with the crowd, we perceive
wonderful truths about Jesus. These truths bring us
much comfort.
July 29 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
“Knowing Christ’s Love” Ephesians 3:13-21
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
We see young love as a couple pledges
themselves to one another. We see a mother’s love
as she embraces her ﬁrst-born. The greatest love is
the love of Christ that surpasses all.

