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A Few Brief Thoughts from Pastor
By Pastor Danny Mackey

July 4th and Our Freedom to Worship

that among these are Life, Liberty and the purOne of the founding principles in our country is
suit of Happiness.
the freedom to worship (and even not worship) as a
These are enshrined in the Bill of Rights, the first ten
person or group sees fit. We are a free people. Adamendments of the
mittedly, this freeUnited States’
dom wasn’t afforded
Constitution.
to all people right
I discovered that
away; however,
my ancestors
within the Declarasailed over on the
tion of IndependMayflower from
ence was the seed
the Netherlands
that sprouted and
and England
bloomed into a
(Elder Brewster in
greater degree of
1620, and later his
freedom for more
daughter Patience
people—male or feBrewster in 1623)
male, black or white,
because of their
religious or atheist.
desire to worship
While we may not
God without fear
always like the way
and as they besome people use
Saxon Lutheran Immigration of 1838-39
lieved best. Adtheir freedoms, we
mittedly, I don’t
agree that these freedoms come from God. As the
personally agree with their theology. However, my
Declaration of Independence itself states:
adopted Missouri Synod’s founders left Saxony and
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
settled in St. Louis and Perry County, Missouri
men are created equal, that they are endowed by
(C.F.W. Walther and others in 1839) because of the
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
very same reason. They didn’t want any king telling
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them to worship in a way that violated their consciences.
For this freedom alone we can thank God for our
country and its founding. We are a free people who
can freely worship our God and Lord.

Theory of Evolution and we start talking about the
superiority of one race over another. With many
peoples already being enslaved in Europe and European-controlled lands, people used the distinction to
justify the Caucasoid race’s enslavement of the Negroid. Some argued—even from the Bible, violating
Black Lives Matter and Anti-racism
the 2nd Commandment—that Caucasoids had divine
Of course, the lives of people with black skin
right to enslave the Negroids, based on the Curse of
matter. I don’t know anybody who says they don’t
Canaan (Gn 9:25-27). Others argued that the Euromatter. If I did, I wouldn’t have anything to do with
peans were helping the “savage” Negroids by enthat person. What happened to George Floyd ought
slaving them. And so on. Atrocious! Horrific! Sinful
not have happened. Such brutality should never be
humanity has used this designation to justify the
tolerated. The lives of people with black skin matter
enslavement of others.
because life matters. God is the God of the living (Mk
Regardless of how people used the Bible, Scrip12:27); He is the God that gives life to all peoples.
ture itself makes no distinction of “race.” Consider
About the Holy Spirit we confess, “The Lord and
Revelation 7:
giver of life” (Nicene Creed).
After this I
Now,
looked, and
the Bible
behold, a
doesn’t adgreat multidress ractude that
ism directno one
ly. Judging
could numsomeone or
ber, from
a group
every naprimarily
tion, from
based on
all tribes
skinand peopigmentaples and
tion is a
languages,
modern
standing
concept.
before the
Prejudice
Hubert
and
Jan
van
Eyck’s
“Adoration
of
the
Mystic
Lamb,”
1426–32
throne and
and
before the
discriminaLamb (Rv 7:9).
tion, however, has been around almost since time
The distinction made is “tribes and peoples and lanimmemorial. The ancients, like modern and postguages.” Yet, the Gospel unites all people, regardmodern people, had their bigotries. Throughout hisless of the circumstances of one’s birth, because God
tory, it’s been mostly a product of what’s called tribis the God of the living. Another distinction the
alism (nat-ionalism is a form of tribalism). Yet, with
Scripture makes is between Jew and Gentile. Gentile
the advent of modern science and Darwinian evolumeans “nations,” that is, anyone other than from the
tionary theory and the field of anthropology, racism
tribes of Israel. This division, however, is more
has become a very dividing and harmful thing.
about belief than blood. That’s why it’s Jew and not
It was in the 1780s, at the Göttingen School of
Israelite. The Israelites (the Northern kingdom) fell
History, that the peoples of the earth were divided
into the worship of false gods, while the Jews (the
into three “races”: Caucasoid, Mongoloid, and NeSouthern kingdom) kept the faith and the true worgroid. The differentiation was first based primarily
ship (at least, nominally) at God’s Temple in Jerusaon the shape of the skull and not on skin color (at
lem.
least, according to my research). Then we add the
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Instead of division, we have a God that unites us
with Himself and with one another. He did it in the
very body of His Son, Jesus of Nazareth, the Savior
of the Nations, the One promised to Adam and
Eve—our first parents—who redeemed all the
world. “Greater love has no one than this,” says our
Lord, “that someone lay down his life for his
friends” (Jn 15:13). That’s just what He did!
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him” (Jn 3:16-17).
Or, as the beloved disciple summed up and so often
preached: “Love one another” (1Jn 3:11). We ought
to love one another. Love does no injury. It doesn’t
insist on its own way. It is patient and kind. It is not

Gerard Hoet’s "Simeon and Levi slay the people of
Shechem,” 1728

quarrelsome or rude. It bears all things, endures all
things, and hopes all things (cf. 1Co 13). If we love
one another as Christ loves us, racism will cease.
Love is the true anti-racism. And where do we behold love? “Just as I have loved you,” says Jesus,
“you also are to love one another” (Jn 13:34).
On the morning of June 16, 2020, I was heartened by something I heard on the radio:
Sumner County (Tennessee) Deputy Jody
McDowell was eating breakfast at a Cracker Barrel near the Nashville airport when the server
told him someone had paid for his food. It
turned out to be two black ladies. They left him a
note that read: “BLM, but so does yours. Thank
you for your service. Breakfast paid.” Touched
by the gesture, McDowell thanked them on social media.

Civil Unrest and Unrighteous Anger
Patriarch Jacob gives his “blessing” (I put it in
quotes because it doesn’t sound much like a blessing) to his two sons, Simeon and Levi:
“Simeon and Levi are brothers;
Their swords are implements of violence.
Let my soul not enter into their council;
Let not my glory be united with their assembly;
Because in their anger they slew men,
And in their self-will they lamed oxen.
Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce;
And their wrath, for it is cruel.
I will disperse them in Jacob,
And scatter them in Israel” (Gn 49:5-7).
Their sister Dinah was defiled by Shechem. Simeon and Levi laid a plan and slaughtered Shechem
and his tribesmen. In their anger, they even hamstrung the oxen, so hot their rage! What Shechem
did to Dinah was not right. Definitely…not…right.
Shechem deserved to be punished. However, in
their fierce anger, Jacob’s two sons went too far.
Their anger turned into sin.
St. Paul warns: “Be angry and do not sin” (Eph
4:26). It’s called unrighteous anger, or rage. Traditionally, it’s considered one of the greatest sins,
alongside pride and greed.
Many of us can sympathize with those protesting—or, at the least, we hold to their right to assemble, express grievances, and demand redress. But
many of us are lost when protesting turns to rioting
5

and the destruction of property. Where the anger
may be justified (as justified as sinful man’s anger
can be, that is), the loss of control and the rage that
overflows to breaking windows, destroying livelihoods, attacking of shop owners and police officers—well, that’s just too far. Their justifiable anger
doesn’t justify their harming of others and others’
property. Or, as conventional wisdom says, “Two
wrongs don’t make a right.”

Attempting to Erase History
Many are dissatisfied with our country and its
history. They attack its founding and speak of the
whole experiment as a still birth. The 1619 Project
claims that our United States was built on the back
of slavery. Statues of our founding father, including
George Washington and Thomas Jefferson, are being
torn down to erase the “sins of the past.” (Schools
also bearing those names are being renamed.) Our
country does indeed have its “sins of the past.” For
example, the Civil War was fought because of the
sin of slavery. But we cannot erase the past. No
matter how much we desire it, we cannot erase the
past.
To erase history is to attempt something truly
dangerous. Many have tried to do this with the
Scriptures. They label as “myth” Genesis chapters 1
through 11. No Fall into sin. No promise of the Messiah. No spiral into darkness and hate and fear by
humanity. No Noah and the Flood. No promise in
the rainbow. Likewise, as we go along in the account, no calling of Abram (Gn 12). No setting aside
of a holy people from which the Christ would come.

Practically all of Scripture is eyewitness, historical account of humanity’s sinful activity and God’s
gracious work to love humankind. If we can erase
history, then we can erase the God who worked in
human history, entered it, and saved us. In the
Church’s Creed, we confess “suffered under Pontius
Pilate” to ground salvation in history. Consider St.
Luke’s introduction of the Nativity:
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration when Quirinius
was governor of Syria (Lk 2:1-2).
Octavian, the reigning Caesar, received the title Augustus (“the exalted one”) by the Roman Senate in
27 BC. The first registration when Quirinius was
governor of Syria was 2 BC (the second was AD 6-9,
cf. Ac 5:37). St. Luke the Evangelist writes this as
history, the things he investigated. This writing is
the same style of the great historians, like Xenophon
and Thucydides.
Our God is the God of history. History is not HIS
-story, but rather it’s “inquiry, knowledge acquired
from investigation, and relation of past
events” (from the Greek historia). These events happened and cannot be undone. Certainly, they can be
forgotten by forgetful people, but even more certainly their impact echoes throughout the years, decades, centuries, and millennia—and will reverberate
until the Last Day. Just as Christ’s crucifixion—
regardless that the world holds it to be a scandal
and foolishness (cf. 1Co 1:20-25)—impacts eternity
and fills the heaven of God. †

A statue of Francis Scott Key,
author of “The Star-Spangled
Banner,” hits the ground after
a group of more than one hundred protestors used ropes to
pull it down in Golden Gate
Park, San Francisco, CA on
Friday, June 19, 2020.
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Installation of Reverend Thomas Van Hemert
Christ Calls men to be pastors in His Church.
Those men are God’s gift to the saints to give them
Christ’s gifts of Word and Sacrament. St. Paul says:
“This is how one should regard us, as servants of
Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God” (1Co
4:1).
Brenda and I had the privilege of attending Rev.
Thomas Van Hemert’s Installation as pastor of St.
John Lutheran Church in Center Point, Iowa on June
14, 2020 (he was Ordained the Sunday prior at his

home congregation, Our Savior Lutheran Church in
Muscatine, Iowa). It was a thrill to call our former
vicar “brother” in the Ministry.
Pastor Van Hemert succeeds the congregation’s
pastor of 38 years. The people are eager to faithfully
receive Christ’s gifts and to fervently love the Van
Hemerts. They’re excited about having a new pastor. It looks like an excellent congregation and that
the Van Hemerts will do well there.

Rev. Thomas Van Hemert (center) and attending clergy at his Installation at St. John Lutheran
Church in Center Point, IA, June 14, 2020.
The following sermon was written by Pastor Danny
Mackey and preached on June 14, 2020, the occasion of
Rev. Thomas Van Hemert’s Installation as pastor of St.
John Lutheran Church in Center Point, IA. It is based on
John 1:19-29.
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of the world!”
John was preaching and baptizing in Bethany,
across the Jordan, out in the wilderness. Jews sent
priests and Levites to ask him, “Who are you?”
These wouldn’t have been just any Jews. Rather,
they were ones in authority, evidenced by them
sending workers of the Temple in their stead. Being
ones in authority, they wanted to know under

whose authority John was preaching and baptizing.
That’s why they asked, “Who are you?”
Rumors were floating around that John might be
the Christ. In fact, several men were claiming to be
the Messiah, seeking to liberate the Jewish people
from the systematic injustices of Rome. You’ve
heard of Barabbas? He was a revolutionary, a rioter
whom Pontius Pilate released instead of Jesus of
Nazareth. He was just one of many false christs. So,
these Jews wanted to know if John claimed such a
thing, too. He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.”
“What authority do you have then, John?” the
Jews wanted to know. To each idea—Elijah come
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back from heaven, the Prophet like Moses—to each
most miserable of household slaves. So low, he wasidea John simply said, “No.” But they couldn’t go
n’t even allowed to perform the slave’s task of untyhome emptyhanded. They needed answers; they
ing a guest’s sandals.
needed to know who John was. John answered, “I’m
John’s preaching and baptizing wasn’t about
just a voice.”
John. Just like this sermon isn’t about John… or
Where did John get his authority? We know. St.
about this man who will be installed as your new
Luke tells us. His father Zechariah—also a priest
pastor. Rather, all of John’s service pointed to the
and Levite, who served in the Temple—was filled
One whose way John prepared.
with the Holy Spirit and prophesied of John: “And
The next day, as individuals and families gathyou, child, will be called the prophet of the Most
ered to hear John’s preaching, to be baptized in a
High; for you will go before
baptism of repentance and
the Lord to prepare His
forgiveness—as crowds of
ways.”
both Jews and Gentiles, taxGod Himself immediatecollectors and soldiers—as
ly and directly called John
all the people gathered—
to his task. His was to cry
much like you yourselves
out in the wilderness, to
are gathered here, today—
prepare the way for the
John confessed not himself
Christ. His was to give
but rather pointed them to
knowledge of salvation, to
the Christ: “Behold, the
make a people for God by
Lamb of God, who takes
pointing them to the foraway the sin of the world!”
giveness won by God HimJesus of Nazareth, the onlyself. His was to rescue them
begotten Son of God, was
from darkness and death,
sent by His Father in the
and to usher the people in
greatest act of love this
the way of peace. God
world has ever and will ever
called John as a servant of
see. He came down from
the Christ—the very One
heaven, was born of the Virwho is salvation, rescue,
gin Mary, and gave Himself
and peace.
in sacrifice for your sin—
“If you’re just a voice,”
and not just for your sin, but
they challenged—because
for the sins of the whole
that’s what the Pharisees
world. Jesus is the Lamb of
demanded, it seems—“why
God, who takes away the
do you baptize?” So it is
sin of the world.
that Christ’s servants are so
Jesus is the One to whom
Pastors Mackey and Van Hemert
often accused of claiming
John pointed—the One to
the Ministry for their own sake.
whom all servants of the Christ
Instead of seeing baptizing for repentance and forare to point, for He alone wins salvation, rescues us
giveness as a wonderful thing done for the people,
from our enemies of darkness and death, and grants
these Jews saw it as a power play. Instead of seeing
us peace. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest
John’s preaching and baptizing as a comfort, they
away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. Grant
were threatened.
us Thy peace! That mercy He displayed upon the
John points them to his servanthood of the One
cross. His peace He gives to us. Not as the world
“whose sandal [he’s] not worthy to untie.” John congives does He give to us. He gives us His most Holy
fessed, and did not deny, but confessed that he was
Spirit.
the lowest of the low, lower than the meanest and
The Holy Spirit worked through the prophet
8

Isaiah and the priest Zechariah. The Holy Spirit
high and difficult Office?
worked through John as he preached and baptized
Yet he is being given a task similar to John’s.
in the wilderness. The Holy Spirit—as it was in the
Like John, it is his task to prepare the way for Christ
beginning, is now, and ever will be—the Holy Spirit
in this wilderness. He is to give knowledge of salvapointed to Jesus. Zechariah boldly and joyously
tion—for God desires that all men be saved and
prophesied John as the forerunner of the Christ.
come to a knowledge of the truth. He is to make a
John heralded the coming of the Messiah. And
people for God by pointing them to the forgiveness
when Jesus stood in those waters and the Spirit dewon by God Himself. He is to rescue you from the
scended in the likeness of a dove, John understood
darkness of sin and temptation and to preserve you
it was time for him to decrease so that Jesus might
with the Word unto eternal life. His is the task to
increase.
usher you, God’s people, in the way of peace.
The Holy Spirit is still at work today. He continChallenges similar to that of the priests’ and Leues to point us to Jesus, the Lamb of God, who takes
vites’ might be muttered or, perhaps, spoken outaway the sin of the world.
right. “Who is he to preach
He points us to the One in
and to baptize?” You might
which we are to believe. It is
even ask that question. Mayonly when we believe that
be not today, but possibly
we are in God’s favor and
tomorrow or next year.
that our sins are forgiven for
I think we as Lutherans are
Christ’s sake that we are
all pretty comfortable being
saved. To accomplish that
called sinners. After all, we
work, the Holy Spirit raises
confess, and do not deny,
up men to be a voice. So that
but confess it at the beginhearing, you might believe.
ning of Divine Service every
Even when you believe, and
Sunday. But how about
the shouts of an angry and
when this man will point
dying world seem louder, or
out your specific sin? Will
the nagging doubts of your
you still listen to him? To
own heart, or the whispers
the Word of God he’s been
of the devil—the Holy Spirit
given to speak? To you?
raises up men to be a clear
That you’ve asked him to
voice of the Gospel. This
speak? He might not call
man, who will be your pasyou a “brood of vipers”—
tor, is just such a voice.
children of the devil—
Some might ask, “Who is
because he’s not John; but,
he?” As far as I know, an
then again, he might. What
angel didn’t announce his
A banner made by the ladies of St. John for Pastor will you do then? Will you
birth and his father wasn’t
still listen? Will you still listen
Van Hemert’s Installation
struck mute for nine months.
to this man the Holy Spirit
Admittedly, he has better fashion sense than John—
has sent you to point you away from your sin—your
but John wore only camel’s hair and leather. He
very real, very specific sin—and to point you to the
likes sushi, which some consider marginally better
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world?
than wild locusts and honey. He has a beard. Yet, as
So that you might be pointed from your sin and
far as I know, John never oiled his. Clearly, he’s no
to Jesus, the Holy Spirit gives you this man to be a
John. And, if Jesus says that John was the greatest
voice. He gives this man as a gift to you so that you
man ever born of a woman, what does that make
might receive Christ’s gifts.
this man? If John wasn’t even worthy to untie the
Now, unlike John or the prophets or the aposChrist’s sandals, how worthy is this man for such a
tles, this man—like all pastors since the Church’s
9

first generation—wasn’t called immediately or directly by God. Oh, he’s called by God. But the only
reason we know that is because that Call came
through you, the saints of St. John Lutheran Church
in Center Point, Iowa.
Last Sunday, in Muscatine, servants of the Christ
gathered around this young man and laid hands on
him. Those ministers represented the Church-atlarge and acknowledged him to be one of them. He
is a Reverend. Dubbed fit—albeit as fit as any man
can be—he has been dubbed fit for the great and
difficult Office of the Ministry.
But he has not yet become a pastor. That will
happen in a few minutes. Here, in Center Point. It is
through you that God will make him a pastor. Pastor Mons, on your behalf, will officiate the act. And
then God will work through this man to serve you.
With Christ’s authority. In His stead. By His command. Just as the Holy Spirit has sent the prophets
and apostles throughout the ages, He sends you this
man to be a gift to you and to give you Christ’s gifts.
And like the prophets and the apostles, he will point
you to Jesus and declare as just a voice: “Behold, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world… and who takes away your sin.”
In Jesus’ name. †

Pastor Thomas and Elizabeth Van Hemert, 2020

St. John Lutheran Church in Center Point, Iowa.
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Announcements
Pantry Needs

Pastor Mackey and the Mack Family

We are running low on these items in the food
pantry. We need paper products, boxed potatoes,
syrup, pork and beans, jello, tuna/chicken helper,
and canned vegetables. Thank you so much for
your contributions.

Pastor Mackey and Brenda were blessed also
to see the Mack family during Reverend Van
Hemert’s Installation. The Mack family moved to
Coralville, Iowa right before the pandemic.
Marshall, Jordan, Aurora, Rylan, Avery, and Emily
all seemed to be adjusting to their new home.
Marshall is gainfully employed, Jordan is still
amazing, and the children have all gotten tan from
their time in the sun.

Pastoral Care
During these strange times you still need
Pastoral care and our Pastor wants to make sure
you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule
a phone call, home visit, through the window chat,
or even a porch visit, He will gladly facilitate what
fits your needs. Contact the office in order to
schedule these.

Mighty Mites
There are new Mite boxes for everyone in the
congregation. Please take one home and fill it with
your loose change and be sure to bring it back on
the first Sunday of every month. Our Mighty Mites
will surely make a difference.

Eyeglasses Collection
The Mission Board, in conjunction with our
Mission Team going to Guatemala would like to
collect used prescription eyeglasses to give to
MOST for their eyeglasses mission trips. There will
be a box at the back of the sanctuary for the
purpose of collecting eyeglasses. These eyeglasses
and sunglasses may help a third world country
adult to secure a job or a child to succeed in school.
When they come for testing and fitting they will
hear the Gospel while they are there.
You may put used adult, children glasses and
sunglasses in the boxes. All prescription glasses
are acceptable. MOST requests that they not be
broken. The collection will continue to run
through the summer.

Vacation Bible School
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, our Vacation
Bible School is cancelled for 2020.

Rummage Sale
The annual Rummage Sale has been postponed
until further notice.

Produce Table
We will have our produce table where people
can share veggies from their gardens again this
year. You are welcome to take some produce and if
you would like to make a donation that would be
appreciated but not necessary. We will use the
donations for our 2021 MOST Eye Glass Mission
Trip. Unfortunately due to COVID-19, we have
cancelled our trip this year, but hope to go on a
mission trip next year.

Sunday School Update
The tough decision had to be made, We will
not be resuming Children and Adult Sunday
School for the month of July. We look forward to
being able to resume August 2nd as usual. We are
also looking for a few more people to teach in our
Preschool through sixth grade classes. We currently
have three classes of those different age groups.
The classes are small and the Concordia teaching
material makes it easy, no previous experience is
necessary - just a desire to share God’s word with
the children of Grace. Schedules are very flexible. If
you would like to know more please contact Carrie
or Rick Hill at 765-744-6836 or rhill14@comcast.net.

Wednesday Evening Divine Service Update
Due to lack of attendance, we have cancelled
Wednesday evening Divine Services. We will
resume them and our Confessions Study on
Wednesday August 5th at 7:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
We look forward to being able to provide you with
another opportunity to hear God’s Word as well as
continue learning through our Confessions Study.
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Our Members Are Always Taking Care of Grace!

Upper left: Ann Willmann and Jane Harman took on the
task of repainting the ladies bathroom to freshen up the
space for us all. Above: Our talented craftswoman Janet
Walker reupholstered a bench in the bathroom as well to
add that extra bit of beauty as you walk in. Thanks Ladies
we are so thankful you took the time and energy to do all
this and help keep our church beautiful!

Left: John Pape is always fixing and completing
projects around the church. I was able to snag a
photo of him as he mounted a TV on the wall in
the Library. This is going to allow meetings and
classes to be more organized and display things
on the screen for all to see. John, We are so thankful that you think of all these ways to enhance our
church and that you have the skills and ability to
take care of it!

12

Left: Dwight Ramsey takes care of
keeping our church clean for us. This
is quite the task but he does it with a
smile on his face multiple times
throughout the week. Dwight, We are
so thankful for you and your want to
provide a beautiful and clean space
for us all to gather and worship
Christ together!

Right: Ross Boyd takes care of the outside
maintenance of our Church. With the
warm weather now he takes care of the
lawn and makes sure our property looks
beautiful every single week. In the colder
months he also takes care of plowing and
shoveling to keep the Church a safe place
for you to drive and walk on. We are so
thankful for his energy and green thumb
in keeping our property looking beautiful
and safe all year round!

There are many other members that also take care of small and big tasks at our Church making sure it stays
in tip top shape. These are just a few pictures I was able to grab this month. So next time you see these members be sure to tell them thank you!
13

Bringing Smiles to Our Shut-ins and Members
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Message from Board of Stewardship
As shown in the below tables, through May 30th, our total income exceeded our expenses by $4996, an encouraging result. However, revenue is traditionally higher in the early months of the year, reflecting an increasing number of members who are making one-time annual offerings for the whole year (usually via an
IRA). For the month of May, when COVID precautions were present, offerings of 10,851 dollars represented
about 70% of offerings in a normal month. Expenses have been well managed under these conditions and
were $10,934 dollars below budget for the year.
Maintaining our offerings will be vital in the months ahead for those who are able. Special thanks to
members who mailed in offerings or made them online while unable to attend services at the church in person. The support of our church is one way to express the blessings we receive from Grace!

End of Month: May
INCOME
Actual for
Month

Total Income

Budget for Month

Actual Year to Budget Year to
Date
Date

Budget Less Budget Less
Actual for
Actual for
Month
Year

$16,976.00

$21,375.00

$102,862.00

$106,875.00

$4,399.00

$4,013.00

Offering for Month $10,851.00
Other income for
Month
$6,125.00

$14,867.00

$81,868.00

$74,335.00

$4,016.00

$(7,533.00)

$6,508.00

$20,994.00

$32,540.00

$383.00

$11,546.00

Actual

Budget

Fiscal Year Income
Fiscal Year Expenses

Fiscal Year Income
less Expenses

Budget
less Actual

Explain

$102,862.00

$106,875.00

$4,013.00

Under Budget

$97,866.00

$108,800.00

$10,934.00

Under Budget

$4,996.00

$(1,925.00)

$(6,921.00)

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I

will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the
name of the Lord.
Psalm 116: 12, 17
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Prayer Requests
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may
directly contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please
keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Jack Elsesser, Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips,
Debbie Taylor

†

Health and strength: Bonnie Camp, Cole Cavanaugh, Debbie Haddock, Henry
Miller, Jim Smith, Dave Stout

Extreme Isolation and Depression
By Pastor Danny Mackey

A few weeks ago, a fellow pastor and classmate
of mine lost his son to suicide. The boy was 15 years
old. As the shutdown continued on, the boy despaired of life ever returning back to normal. In his
despair and depression, he took his own life. My
heart goes out to my brother in the Ministry, as it
does to all those struggling with dark thoughts.
Please pray for those struggling with depression,
especially at this time.
While attending the Divine Service at St. Paul
Lutheran Church in Mount Vernon, Iowa, I heard
the pastor say something that rang true (well, more
than one thing, but this one thing is particularly insightful). He said that social distancing is actually
extreme isolation. I think he’s right. Even when we

see people, we can’t touch them. I find the commercials of grandparents talking to their grandkids
through glass windows to be quite sad. One woman
I know of, who works at Ball Memorial Hospital,
hasn’t touched her husband or child since March.
God said, “It is not good that man should be
alone” (Gn 2:18). We are social creatures. We need
other people—and other people need us. Experiencing this pandemic is much harder than we could’ve
expected. And it’s been particularly devastating to
some. Again, please pray for all those suffering depressive thoughts because of the isolation and loneliness. Also, consider calling that friend or relative.
Human contact, even that limited, can make all the
difference.†

Be strong and
courageous. Do
not be frightened
and do not be
dismayed, for

the Lord your
God is with you
wherever you go.
Joshua 1:9
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17

Mon

26

27
Seventh Sunday after
8:30 a.m. Matins
Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

19

20
Sixth Sunday after
8:30 a.m. Matins
Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

12

13
Fifth Sunday after
8:30 a.m. Matins
Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Planning Council after
second service

5

6
Fourth Sunday after
8:30 a.m. Matins
Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
(Induction of Vicar)
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
(Confirmation)
2:00 p.m. Carson McCoy
Graduation Party

Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9-2:30

Sun

8:30 a.m. Matins
1:00 p.m. Food
Pantry

28

8:30 a.m. Matins

a.m. Matins

8:30 a.m. Matins

16

9 8:30

The Visitation
8:30 a.m. Matins
2

Thurs

29

30

St. Mary Magdalene 23
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:00 am Constitution
Committee Meeting
22

8:30 a.m. Matins

8:30 a.m. Matins

21

15

8:30 a.m. Matins

8:30 a.m. Matins

14

8

8:30 a.m. Matins

1

Wed

7

Tues

24

17

10

3

Fri

St. James the
Elder
25

18

11

6:30 p.m. Parking
Lot Bash

4

Sat

The Visitation
On July 2, the Church celebrates the Visitation. It
is a commemoration of the virgin Mary’s visit to her
cousin Elizabeth in the hill country of Judea. It’s recorded for us in Luke 1:39-56. In these verses, John the
Baptist leaps in his mother’s womb at the approach
of His Lord in Mary’s womb and Mary first sings the
Magnificat, that great canticle of the Church. We

learn that God is gracious to the poor and lowly and
despised.
Let us pray that we receive God’s Word in humility and faith—and so be made one with Jesus
Christ.
Enjoy a wordsearch puzzle created with “The
Visitation” in mind.

“The Visitation” Wordsearch Puzzle

MERCY

GABRIEL

ANGEL

ZECHARIAH

ELIZABETH

HOLY SPIRIT

TRUST

JOHN

MESSIAH

GENEROSITY

ISAIAH

HUNDRED MILES

BLESSED

OLD

YOUNG

MARY’S SONG

MARY

FAITH

GOD’S WORD

MIGHT

GOD’S SON

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SOUL

JESUS

BABY

WORSHIP

JOSEPH

JOY

UNWED

MIRACLE
18

Birthdays
7/1

7/2
7/4
7/6

7/8
7/10
7/12
7/17
7/18
7/19
7/21

Allison Hahn
Ryan Hahn
Anna Ludwig
Matthew Christian
Ashley Trusedell
Matthew Bowdell
Leona Kerkhoff
Eric McCoy
Candace Brammer
Ryan Branscome
Chris Cahoe
Benjamin Ludwig
Greg Koss
Joan Anderson
Austin Myers

7/22
7/24
7/25
7/28
7/30
7/31

Layla Taylor
Emily Kingsley
Emilee Smith
Joe Hughes
Ross Boyd
Roman Parks
Sherri Clamme
Elsie Cox
Carol Koss

Wedding Anniversaries
7/21
7/22
7/23

Shea and Christina Hill celebrating 8 years
Bob and Kim Janek celebrating 20 years
Clint and Lacey Gibbs celebrating 9 years

America! America!
God shed His grace on thee.

19

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Office: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - July 2020
July 5, 2020 – Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 145:1-14; Romans 7:14-25a; Matthew 11:25-30
“Rest for Your Souls” - Sermon Text: Matthew 11:2530 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker
In life, we “labor and are heavy laden.” Jesus says
in Him, “You will find rest for your souls.” Join us as
we talk about the rest we find in Jesus.
July 12, 2020 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 65:9-13; Isaiah 55:10-13; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
“Sowers of the Word” - Sermon Text: Matthew 13:19, 18-23 - Rev. William Mueller
The Parable of the Sower is one of our Lord’s
most familiar parables. It begs us to answer two
questions. First, what kind of a job of sowing the
Word of God have we been doing? Second, what is
the condition of our “soil”? Are we guilty of crowding out the message of Jesus or are we eager and
ready to hear? He who has ears, let him hear!
July 19, 2020 – Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 119:57-64; Romans 8:28-39; Matthew 13:24-30,
36-43

“Would-Be Weed-Puller?” - Sermon Text: Matthew
13:30 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Are you a Would-Be Weed-Puller? Is there that certain someone or situation that drives you to the point
of wanting to give up, to remove the offending party? Our God is a patient God and His Son, our Savior
Jesus Christ, patiently endured suffering, even to the
point of death, to give us eternal life! When tempted
to be a “weed-puller,” never forget that our loving
God does some of His greatest work at the point
where we are ready to rid ourselves of people and
predicaments.
July 26, 2020 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 125; Romans 8:35-39; Matthew 13:44-52
“Never Separated” - Sermon Text: Romans 8:35-39 Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
No one and nothing can separate us from Christ’s
love. This means that despite all the suffering and
grief we go through in life, we will be conquerors.
Not only that - we will be more than conquerors.
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