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 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the 

true riches?” (Luke 16:11). 

The manager had been charged with wasting his master’s possessions. The once lazy and 

careless manager was a stark contrast to the frantic man now scrambling to make up years of 

neglect. He quickly instructed the debtors to lower the bill of what was owed to his master. The 

looming deadline drove the manager on. He put whatever effort he could into bettering his 

condition. Soon the inevitable end to his unrighteous wealth was coming. The end was coming. 

Rather than count on his own wealth to cover his needs forever, the manager turned to his only 

possible hope, improving himself in the eyes of others by adjusting their bills. This last-ditch 

effort to ingratiate himself to the kindness of those for whom he once had such little regard.  He 

recognized his own lack of personal ownership and inability to truly earn a living. His clever use 

of unrighteous wealth, his only ability, earned the manager praise for his shrewdness. Rightly so, 

for the manager was resourceful and showed good judgment in these practical matters. 

But how can this dishonest action earn the praise of the master? Jesus also commends his 

shrewdness, “The sons of this world are more shrewd… than the sons of light” (Luke 16:8). How 

can the unrighteous actions of the manager be praised above those of believers, the sons of light? 

The point of distinction is found in the contrast between unrighteous wealth and true riches. It is 

also found in the contrast of the sons of this world, unbelievers, to the sons of the light, believers. 

While the sons of this world shrewdly manage their accounts and work tirelessly to advance their 

position and ensure their well-being, the sons of light neglect the more important true riches with 

which we have been entrusted. The sons of this world strive to advance their own financial status 

and make the best use of earthly possessions. “After all,” they would say, “He who dies with the 

most toys, wins.” They acknowledge that the end is coming, and they look to gain what they can 

before it does. How much more should the sons of light look to the coming end and the account 

we must turn in to our Lord? 
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 Martin Luther once expressed his frustration with the way many Christians neglect their 

faith. He said, “Our Lord God must drag and pull Christians by the hair, as it were, before they 

do what they ought to do. I ought to spit at myself for not even crawling to heaven while [other] 

folk rush and run to hell the way they do.” Whatever excitement we have for things of this world 

is temporary. The true riches of heaven are an eternal gift we can enjoy ceaselessly even after 

death. So much emphasis is placed on the temporary things of this world. So much time and 

effort are put into gathering as much as we can. So much financial planning to acquire whatever 

new trifle we think we need. With all this focus and energy and attention placed on the ultimately 

insignificant and trivial things in our lives, we let the truly important things flounder, and the 

things of our eternal life are neglected and forgotten. Left to gather dust and grow rusty. 

We seek after wealth and mammon. This word “Mammon” in our hymn this morning is a 

strange word. Yet, it comes directly from our text with the Greek word “mamona.” “Make 

friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous Mammon… You cannot serve God and 

Mammon.” It is essentially used to mean money and material treasures. Its root, however, comes 

from a word that also suggests “that in which one trusts.” Luther had a full grasp of this issue; he 

went into it in great detail in his Large Catechism. “Many a person thinks that he has God and 

everything in abundance when he has money and possessions. He trusts in them and boasts about 

them with such firmness and assurance as to care for no one. Such a person has a god by the 

name of ‘Mammon’ on which he sets all his heart. This is the most common idol on earth. This 

care and desire for money sticks and clings to our nature, right up to the grave… To ‘have a god’ 

is to have something in which the heart entirely trusts,” but “We are to trust in God alone and 

look to Him and expect from Him nothing but good” (Large Catechism, 1st Commandment). 

 The sons of light would do well to follow the example of this unrighteous manager, who 

serves only himself; but strive that much more to serve faithfully their true Lord and God. As 

Luther said, if you could only crawl toward heaven, you would be improving your position. But 

no matter how you might try, only through the gift of faith do you find yourselves serving a 

gracious master. You find, not the flimsy wealth of this world, but the true treasure of heaven, 

our Lord Jesus. He is faithful in much so that we might have true riches. 

 “God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 

temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it” (1 
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Corinthians 10). God’s faithfulness is vastly different from that of this shrewd manager. While 

the manager followed the wisdom of the world, God’s wisdom seems like foolishness to the sons 

of this world. “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God… For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than men” (1 Corinthians 1:18, 25). In God’s faithfulness and 

wisdom, Christ is the faithful steward. He came not to be served but to serve. Jesus does not 

neglect the things of God but preserves them faithfully with great diligence as He comes to us in 

Word and Sacrament. Shrewdly, Christ went to the cross to use all He had to preserve all those 

for whom He came. And these true riches of God’s kingdom are not wasted or left to diminish 

but are brought to us daily as Christ shares with us His life, death, and resurrection. 

 Unlike the frantic uncertainty of the manager in the parable, God has made our way 

blameless. The unstable flippancy of worldly wealth gives way to a rock of refuge. God’s way is 

perfect, and He has remained faithful even in much. When Mammon whispers its enticing 

promises, Jesus calls all the more clearly, “No servant can serve two masters.” Through his grace 

and favor, the true riches have been entrusted to us. We no longer need to scramble about for 

unrighteous wealth. We can make friends for ourselves and in so doing share with them the true 

riches so that with great joy we will see them again in the eternal dwellings prepared for us by 

our Lord. God has blessed us with temporary things in this life and given us far greater riches for 

eternity through His Son. 

 In Jesus’ Name. 


