Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

The Messenger
This is the message… “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” 1Jn 1:5

Volume 12, Issue 8

August 2018

From the desk of Pastor Mackey

“Beware of false prophets.”
Jesus says these words because what you believe
maers. The Truth maers! And you, O Christian,
are to strive to hear and receive God’s truth, to be
those who are aached to the truth, to live and
receive the pure streams of God’s Word. You’re
given to listen to preachers who are not false, but
who are true and teach rightly.
So, how do you know? How do you spot a false
preacher? “You will recognize them by their fruits.
Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or ﬁgs from
thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but
the diseased tree bears bad fruit.” So, you are to
recognize them by their fruit. What does this good
fruit look like? Christ says in Mahew 7 (vv15-23),
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does
the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day
many will say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in Your name, and cast out demons in
Your name, and do many mighty works in Your
name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never
knew you, depart from Me, you workers of
lawlessness.’”
The fruit that Christ bids us look for isn’t about
power. Look at the power I have—I can cast out
demons. So what? I’ve done many mighty works in
Your name? Might? Eh. Not the right fruit. I’ve
preached and preached in Your name. But that
doesn’t mean you preached rightly. The fruit Christ
would have us see from our preachers aren’t works
of might, aren’t displays of power. The sign of a
good preacher isn’t more wealth or healings or
anything showy like that.
What fruit is it that a true preacher will bear?
We’re told by Paul that the fruit of the Spirit is as
follows: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.

What do these have in common? They all describe
and ﬂow from one simple thing: forgiveness. That’s
the fruit by which you will recognize a true
preacher—if the focus is on forgiveness and the
fruits that ﬂow from that. Love? “For God so loved
the world that He gave His only Son.” Love is all
about forgiveness. Joy? Think of the joy of the father
in the parable of the Prodigal—ʺThere is more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents than ninetynine righteous persons who need no repentance.”
Peace? John 20—ʺMy peace I leave with you”—now
go forgive people and share that peace. Patience?
When your focus is on Christ’s forgiveness, can you
not bear with more things, are you not more
patient? Kindness and goodness? Don’t they ﬂow
from forgiveness? Gentleness and self-control?
Doesn’t a focus on forgiveness teach us to be gentle,
teach us to keep our anger under control? The fruit
that’s borne by the Christian isn’t any sign of power,
it isn’t thunder and might, it isn’t speaking in
tongues or even moving mountains—for you can
have all these things and be absolutely nothing—
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From the Vicar’s Desk

Death is a grim part of our human lives. It
cannot be avoided. It cannot be undone. Sooner or
later, unless Christ comes again, we all will die.
Death is a consequence of the choice that our ﬁrst
parents made in the Garden of Eden. Death is a
consequence of the sin in which we were conceived
(Ps 51:5). Death is the wage that we receive for our
sinful labor (Rm 6:23).
Death is inescapable. What does death look
like to us? We all have had relatives that have died
and it is not an enjoyable thing to witness. Usually
there is agitation, hallucinations, loss of memory, or
confusion that takes place. After the passing of a
loved one, life may seem lonelier than before. We
begin to notice the absence of our loved ones more
and more as we go about our day-to-day activities.
A life of many years spent with our loved ones is
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quickly and drastically changed and turned upside
down.
Many feelings and emotions are associated
with the death of a loved one. Sometimes we have
feelings and emotions of relief, knowing that there is
no more suﬀering because our dearly loved friend
or family member is resting in our Lord’s presence.
Usually, however, we are faced with feelings and
emotions of sadness, emptiness, gloom, and
heartache. These feelings and emotions are natural
and are to be expected in accompanying the death
of someone close to us.
Death was not part of God’s design in creation.
Prior to the fall into sin, there was no death. Death
only became a reality after the fall. John 11 tells of a
death that has taken place. The man’s name was
Lazarus. He was a dear friend of our Lord Jesus and
Continued on Pg. 4

Continued from pg. 1

unless you have the love of God. And God shows His love for us in this: that while we were yet sinners
Christ, died for us. Indeed, it’s all about forgiveness.
Therefore, watch and listen for Christ’s death to win your forgiveness and that same forgiveness being
applied to your life. It’s all about Jesus, which
means it’s all about forgiveness. Forgiveness for real sins and for real sinners is what truly maers!
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a brother to Mary and Martha. Upon hearing
about Lazarus’ death, Jesus came to the village of
Bethany where Lazarus lived,
When Jesus saw [Mary] weeping, and the
Jews who had come with her also weeping,
he was deeply moved in his spirit and
greatly troubled. And he said, “Where have
you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord,
come and see.” Jesus wept. So the Jews said,
“See how much he loved him!” (Jn 11:35-36)
Yes, even Jesus wept. He wept for Mary, her
family, and her friends. He wept because of death.
Jesus’ heart goes out to those who mourn because he
knew that death was not supposed to happen; yet it
did. It is a reality for us all. Do not feel ashamed to
cry or weep over the death of a loved one. Death is
foreign to God’s creation. But even though we all
must suﬀer death, Christ proclaims the promise, “I
am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in
me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone

who lives and believes in me shall never die” (Jn 11:
25-26).
Not only do we hold fast to the promise that we
will be united with our loved ones in the
Resurrection on the last day, we are also united with
our loved ones whenever we receive Holy
Communion. In Holy Communion, we are partakers
of the most holy meal with the whole host of heaven.
In the Service of the Sacrament the pastor prays the
Proper Preface on behalf of the congregation,
“Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify your
glorious name...” (LSB 194). Though because of
death, we have become separated with our loved
ones on this earth, we are yet united with them
whenever we receive Christ’s body and blood.
Therefore, come and partake of the Supper. Come
and receive Christ’s blessings and together with St.
Paul, mock death by saying, “O death, where is your
victory? O death, where is your sting?” (1 Co 15:55).
Come and profess Christ’s death until he shall come
again in glory—for his death grants us life!

Grace in History
Joan Anderson was aending church in Wisconsin while
on vacation and Tom Zender (the son of Graceʹs ﬁrst pastor)
brought her some information from his motherʹs scrapbook
about a 5 day outreach program. Unfortunately the year is not
identiﬁed, but he thinks it was probably before the ﬁrst church
building, since it was at the YWCA, where the services were
originally held. He can remember as a boy going downtown
early Sunday morning to pick up trash (cans and boles) which
were left after the Saturday night dances outside the YWCA so
that the area would be clean for church arrivals! So he is thinking it was probably late 1930s. Joan will b sharing more of the
scrapbook upon her return to Muncie in September. Be sure to
watch for some more of Grace’s history.
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Our volunteers picked over 7,000 lbs. of sweet corn at the Willmann farm July 21. 6.065 lbs. was
delivered to Second Harvest Food Bank. Our pickers were able to take home and enjoy some of the corn
themselves and family. Several dozen were brought to the church and shared on the produce table, as well
as the YWCA and Muncie Mission. Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped with this project. We had
4 generations of corn pickers this year, Great grandma Robyn Clamme, Grandma Sherri Clamme, mother
Emily Stephens and baby AudraMae Stephens (granted Audi e didn’t pick much corn, but she was there in
the corn ﬁeld).
We are collecting coats and winter items all year long. We need coats adults sizes XL to 4XL, large
blankets, quilts, throws, socks, and hats. We will keep you updated on items needed and areas where we
need help. We need about 50 volunteers to run the project smoothly on October 27 as well as many
volunteers to help the week leading up to the big day. The next meeting is August 2 at 7:00 p.m.

First 6 months Financial Summary from the Board of Stewardship
In looking at the quarterly income and expense update on this page, you will note in the upper right
quadrant that we are budgeting basically a break-even year with $244,000 in expenses and a similar amount
in income. Those annual budget numbers include withdrawals from the investment portfolio of $18,000 and
include expenses related to the presence of our vicar.
For the ﬁrst 6 months of the year our expenses exceeded our income by $18,567. It should be pointed out,
however, that the income includes no disbursements of income from the investment portfolio. Disbursements are normally taken later in the year. The level of expenses in the ﬁrst 6 months was impacted by major
repairs (heating and air conditioning) in the Beechwood rental property which were unanticipated and not
budgeted for. At the same time the Beechwood property did not produce rental income (budgeted for $7200)
this year. There were also repairs and upgrades done at 712 Ashland, now our vicarage. On the plus side,
envelope oﬀerings amounted to $99,923, 54% of our annual budget of $183,950. Also on the plus side, the investment portfolio increased in value and totaled $450,316 as of June 30.

QUARTERLY INCOME AND EXPENSES UPDATE
Thru Jun 30, 2018
Year-to-date

Total Inc
Total Exp

Actual
6 mos

Budget
12 mos

110,715

244,650

129,282

244,993

-18,567

-343

QUARTERLY CASH BALANCES

ACTUAL

ACTUAL

Ending Balance:

12/31/2017

6/30/2018

Checkbook

51,948

55,981

Luth Church Ext Fnd

8,773

8,773

Dedicated Funds

(31,799)

(56,359)

Net cash available

28,922

8,395

Planned Giving Gifts

40,000

40,000

Mutual Funds

412,189

417,848

Portfolio Cash

22,586

32,468

Portfolio Tot Value

434,775

450,316

Campus Ded Funds

(38,548)

(38,836)

Campus Cash Acct

38,548

38,835

Ded Funds Variance

0

(1)
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Announcements
Mites
LWML Mite Box Sunday is August 5. Be sure to
gather all that loose change and drop it in the big
oﬀering box on the back table in the Sanctuary.
Food Pantry
It is time to restock the food pantry. We are very
low on these items: laundry soap, dish soap, paper
products, cereal, boxed potatoes, pancake mix &
syrup, tuna/chicken helper, pasta & pasta sauce,
peanut buer & jelly, Jello, pork & beans, canned
fruit, canned veggies, and corn muﬃn mix. Thank
you all for your continued support to help the
hungry in our community. Food may be placed by
the doors of the pantry or at the bell tower and oﬃce
entrances.

Rally Day
This year Rally Day will be on Sunday, August
12 during the opening of Sunday school. That day
there will be birthday/anniversary recognitions and
then the children will be introduced and can say
what grade they are in now in school, if they are in
school! The children entering 3rd grade will receive
their bible. Also, beginning on Sunday, September 9
there will no longer be a junior high/high school class
oﬀered during the Sunday education hour. Kids in
the 7th grade thru high school are encouraged to
aend the adult classes.

Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters meet the 2nd and 4th Monday of
each month, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. We will
meet August 13 and 27, questions, contact Cathy
Branscome at (765) 759-5285.

Choir Call Out
HELP WANTED: Since the Israelites crossed
safely through the Red Sea and sang songs of praise
to God, music has been an integral part of worship.
Grace has a vocal choir that is in desperate NEED of
new members. All voices are welcome. We’ll help
you ﬁnd your range and guide you through the
music . It does help If you can read music, but, if not,
we’ll ﬁgure out how to help you learn the pieces.
You don’t need to sing loud, just an additional voice
helps the whole choir. All you need to do is spend an
hour on Monday nights at 7:15, and sing once or
twice a month during a worship service. Choir
practices will begin on Monday, August 20. The
Handbells will begin at 6:15 p.m., and the vocal choir
will meet at 7:15 p.m.in the downstairs choir room.
Contact Judi Pape at (765) 289-6424 for more
information or if you need a ride.

Community Assistance Day
The next meeting will be August 2, at 7:00 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. Any questions please contact
John and Jane Harman (765) 284-9248.

Fall Festival
There will be fun and games in the near future
during the Fall Festival, to be held on September 29,
more info to come.

Produce Table
Bring your homegrown garden vegetables to
share with others at Grace. Produce can be placed on
the table at the boom of the stairs in the education
hallway on Sunday mornings. You are also welcome
to take any produce you would like. Free will
oﬀerings are accepted but not required and will
beneﬁt our Campus Ministry.
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14
8:30 a.m. Matins

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
After 2nd Service—LCMS U
Welcome Back Picnic

28
8:30 a.m. Matins
1-2p.m.Parish Services
7:00 p.m. Boards of Elders,
Stewardship, and Ed.

27
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

26

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

20
21
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

19 Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

13
8:30 a.m. Matins
8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School (Rally Day) 1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

12 Eleventh Sunday after Trinity

Tue

7
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Planning Council

Mon

5 Tenth Sunday after Trinity
6
8 a.m. Divine Service
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Pastor on Vacation

Sun
2
7:00 p.m. Community Assistance Meeting

Thu

29 Martyrdom of St. John the
Baptist
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

22 St. James the Elder, Apostle
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

24 St. Bartholomew,
Apostle

31

30
8:30 a.m. Matins

17

10

3

Fri

23
8:30 a.m. Matins

15 St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord 16
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:00 a.m. Pastor @ Confessions
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Study,
Confessions Study

9
8:30 a.m. Matins

Pastor on Vacation July 30—Aug 6
8
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

1

Wed

August 2018

25

18

11

4

Sat

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR AUGUST
Acolytes
5st
12th
19th
26th

Greeters
Elise Boyd
Jacob Ludwig
Colton McCoy
Tony Ruiz

5st
12th
19th
26th

Holly Bryant
Lori Foist
John & Judi Pape
Brian & Kathryn Ludwig

Assisting Elder

Ushers

10:30 a.m. Rob Myers and Marvin Addison

8:00 a.m. Rick Hill
10:30 a.m. John Pape & Chris Cahoe

Camera Operator

Altar Guild

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Barbara McConnell
Karah Leach
Debbie Taylor
Elizabeth Van Hemert

Eric McCoy
Glenn Branscome
Shea Hill
Devon Hill
Eric McCoy

Birthdays
8/1 Trent Boyd
8/2 Marcus Price
Bill Walker
8/3 Sandy McMillian
8/4 Jim Shaeﬀer
8/5 Shirley Berger
8/7 Rylan Mack
8/11 Katelyn Branscome
Avery Mack
8/13 Rich Sowatsky
8/16 Amy Crowe
8/18 Dave Ga[ke
8/20 Pam Addison
Ada Leach
8/21 Bryce Monroe
8/24 Linda Overﬁeld
8/27 Elise Boyd
8/29 Emily Nickels
8/30 Diana James
8/31 Pat Mark
Dlynn Melo

Anniversarys
8/1
8/7
8/13
8/18
8/20
8/22
8/25
8/29

Roger and Carol Doctor
Dave and Reta Heinkel
Marshall and Jordan Mack
Rick and Carrie Hill
Rod and Darleen Phillips
Alan and Pay Hokenson
Henry and Amy Miller
Jack and Dixie Elsesser

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Oﬃce: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Children? Physical mobility? Intellectual ability?
Experience teaches that any of these can be taken
from us. What is the one abiding thing that cannot
be snatched from our grasp? Try it! You’ll like it!

August 5 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
“The Bread of Life”
Sermon Text: Jn 6:22-35
Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege
Jesus is indeed the Bread of Life. He creates life
for mankind by dying and rising from the dead,
thus conquering both death and its cause. He then
oﬀers himself to be eaten, which here means to be
believed in. He freely gives us His gifts of
forgiveness and life through Word/Sacrament,
through which we are empowered by the Spirit to
believe in Jesus. As we are then eating the bread of
life, we indeed possess eternal life.
August 12 – Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
“Try It! You’ll Like It!”
Sermon Text: Ps 34:8
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
What one thing is so important to you that you
could not imagine living without it? Spouse?

August 19– Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
“Those Diﬃcult Places”
Sermon Text: Jn 6:51, 60-69
Rev. James Elsner
Life twists and turns. Our pleasant, peaceful
places can suddenly become diﬃcult places in life.
Conﬂicts emerge in family and at work. Health
declines and crisis rob us of freedom. In those
diﬃcult places, our help and hope are in God alone.
August 26 – Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
“Lip Service or Heart Service?”
Sermon Text: Is 29:11-19
Rev. William Mueller
Do we merely give God ʺlip serviceʺ instead of
true ʺheart service?ʺ What diﬀerence does it make?
How about God - which one does He give us?

