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A Season for Teaching; a Season for Life
By Pastor Danny Mackey

On July 5, 2020, we celebrated with Daniel Lud-

Daniel worked hard to prepare for his Confirma-

wig his Confirmation. He was examined before the

tion. He wasn’t the only one, though. His parents

congregation. He did a great job! Daniel spoke once

worked hard in making sure that he was brought to

again the vows made at his Baptism. He made a

church and that he memorized his Small Catechism.

couple new ones, having been instructed in the faith

His parents helped him wrestle with difficult ques-

as Christ commands (Mt 28). He partook of Christ’s

tions. The Small Catechism says, “…as the Head of

very Body and very Blood in the Lord’s Supper for

the Family should teach them in a simple way to his

the first time. And Daniel received his Confirmation

household.” Daniel’s parents made sure he was

verse: “Let what you heard from the beginning

taught the chief articles of the faith. Other family

abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning

members prayed for him and encouraged him, per-

abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son

haps even quizzed him. Most importantly, the Holy

and in the Father. And this is the promise that he

Spirit worked in Daniel, guiding him and opening

made to us—eternal life” (1Jn 2:24-25). It was a great

the Scriptures to him so that he might more firmly

day!

believe and more completely trust in Jesus Christ.

Above: Vicar Christian, Daniel Ludwig, Pastor Mackey pose together after Daniel’s Confirmation.
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This was all with one goal in mind. It’s the same

the faith that Daniel was taught, the faith to which

reason parents bring their newborn babies to the

his Confirmation verse (1Jn 2:24-25) refers, the faith

baptismal font: so that their babies will be saved.

that the Holy Spirit works in all of us—the faith that

Parents have their children catechized so that their

we share (Eph 4:5)!

sons and daughters are strengthened and preserved

Our current season of the Church Year is all

in the faith. We are only saved through faith in Jesus

about teaching the faith! We focus on Jesus’s teach-

as the Christ. Only in Jesus can we have eternal life.

ings and thereby fulfill His command: “Teaching

And parents want their children to not only have

them to observe all that I have commanded

the best chance at a good life. They also want their

you” (Mt 28:20). While we focus on key events in

children to have eternal life. The Church comes

the story of salvation the other half of the liturgical

alongside parents to help them in this effort. Christ

year (Jesus’ birth at Christ, His death and resurrec-

even commands

tion during Holy

it of His Church:

Week, etc.), the

“Go therefore

“Let what you heard from

Sundays after

and make disci-

the beginning abide in you.

Trinity examine

ples of all na-

If what you heard from the

the teachings of

tions, baptizing

beginning abides in you,

our Lord. We

them in the name
of the Father and
of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit,

then you too will abide in
the Son and in the Father.
And this is the promise that

teaching them to

he made to us—eternal life”

observe all that I

1 John 2:24-25

hear parables and
instruction. Jesus
speaks about the
nature of God

and the works He
performs to res-

have command-

cue humanity.

ed you” (Mt

And the color for

28:19-20). This,

the season is

too, is our Lord’s

green. Green for

goal for us and for our children. “‘For the promise is

life. Because the teachings of Jesus create within us

for you and for your children and for all who are far

faith, and where there is faith in Christ, there is also

off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him-

eternal life.

self’” (Ac 2:39).

Baptizing and teaching are means that the Lord

Too often we treat our Lord’s teachings as in-

structions or a how-to guide. “The Bible: God’s

uses to make disciples and to save them for eternity.

Rulebook for Life” was something I once saw on a

The beloved disciple refers to the importance of

church marquee. What’s implied is that God is tell-

teaching the faith at the end of his Gospel account:

ing us how to live and, ultimately, what we have to

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of

do to earn eternal life. But the teachings of Jesus

the disciples, which are not written in this book; but

aren’t taught to make you a better person before

these are written so that you may believe that Jesus

God or others. Certainly, they can work that in you,

is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing

but that’s not the reason Jesus spoke them and the

you may have life in his name” (Jn 20:30-31). This is

Holy Spirit inspired the apostles to write them. Ra4

ther, the teachings of our Lord work—freely and
without demand—faith in Him. As St. Paul writes to

us. Believing, we have life in His name!
Daniel may have received “Let what you heard

the Romans: “Faith comes from hearing, and hear-

from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard

ing through the Word of Christ” (Rm 10:17).

from the beginning abides in you, then you too will

We believe in Jesus as the Christ. We trust in

abide in the Son and in the Father. And this is the

Him—and Him alone—for our salvation. We come

promise that he made to us—eternal life” (1Jn 2:24-

to church and sit at His feet to learn from Him,

25) as his Confirmation verse. But its encourage-

much like when Mary of Bethany (Martha and Laza-

ment and promise are also true for you. Abide in the

rus’s sister) sat at His feet. When Martha com-

Word, receiving His teaching and being strength-

plained to Jesus that Mary wasn’t helping her serve

ened through His gifts, and both Jesus Christ and

Him, Jesus replied, “One thing is necessary. Mary

our heavenly Father will abide in you. And you will

has chosen the good portion, which will not be tak-

continue to have what He has promised. You will

en away from her” (Lk 10:42). Faith in Christ is the

have eternal life, which is what this season of the

one thing necessary—and that one thing He doesn’t

Church Year is all about. It is a season for teaching,

demand of us, as if Martha could earn it by serving

a season for life.†

Christ; rather, Jesus gave it to Mary and gives it to

Prayer Requests
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may
directly contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please
keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Jack Elsesser, Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips, and
Debbie Taylor

†

Health and strength: Austin Brammer, Cole Cavanaugh, Jackie Clamme, Dean
Dwiggins, Julie Irven Harper, Sandy Harshman, Henry Miller, John Price,
Logan Scheiwe, Jim Smith, Dave Stout, and Bill Walker

†

Armed Forces: Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Austin Myers, Gary Parks Jr.,
Hayden Parsons, and Sam Wehmueller

†

Thanksgivings and praise: Gathering together at our Fourth of July Parking Lot
Bash; Welcoming our new vicar, Vicar Christian and his wife, Moriah;
Confirmation of Daniel Ludwig; Birth of Oliver Devon Hill, son of Devon and
Hannah; Birth of Rigglie Diane Stephens, daughter of Zachary and Emily; Coty
Stark is cancer free after successful surgery.
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2020: A Year of Change
By Vicar Matthew Christian

What a year to begin vicarage! With major his-

tributed to an excess of despair within many of us.

torical events already flooding the news with trage-

Watching weddings online and meeting new grand-

dy and sorrow in the first half of 2020, many people

babies over video calls are technological gifts that

would gladly jump ahead to 2021 and not look back.

were not available in past years, but they are tinged

2020 has also been a year of personal change for me.

with sadness when we cannot come together as

The new year (and new decade!) began with the

families and celebrate these moments of personal

great honor of being joined in marriage with my

history. There is, of course, some amount of disap-

wife, Moriah. Completing my second year of semi-

pointment for me that a year of so much change and

nary was a rather different experience with classes

so many significant occasions would occur along-

being entirely online. After months of anticipation,

side the pain and suffering we have witnessed

we found out where we would be heading for my

around the entire world.

year of vicarage. Finally, we moved to Muncie and
began settling into our new home here among the
saints of Grace Lutheran. We celebrated the arrival
of our first niece at the beginning of July, and we
excitedly look forward to the birth of our own
daughter in December. So many blessings have
come in a year with so much tragedy and uncertain-

ty.
In a year of change and growth, learning and
adjusting, so many possibilities and exciting adventures are to be had. Moriah and I are excited to remain Hoosiers through this time. Muncie is a wonderful opportunity to live directly between our
hometowns. I was born and raised in Monroeville,
Indiana, while Moriah’s hometown is Lebanon, Indiana. We have already enjoyed exploring the city
and look forward to many more opportunities to

meet more people, visit new places, and learn new
things about this area of the state that we already
hold so dear. All in all, there is much for which we
are grateful.
Despite the joy that are able to recognize this
year, the matters of the world are still pressing in on
all of us. Concern for the health of loved ones, cancellation of so many gatherings, and the isolation
brought about by safety precautions have all con-

Matthew and Moriah Christian on their wedding day,
January 4, 2020
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Change can be overwhelming even when it’s

you, because he trusts in you. Trust in the Lord for-

good. Thankfully, we have a God who does not

ever, for the Lord God is an everlasting rock” (Is

change. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-

26:3–4). The comfort we have among the troubles of

day and forever” (Heb 13:8). No matter what the

this world is found in that everlasting rock. Shortly

world is like, we have the promise and hope that is

after arriving in Muncie, I received a gift which in-

found in God’s Word. Jesus taught his disciples, “I

cluded a verse to remember as these transitions took

have said these things to you, that in me you may

place. “The word of the Lord endures forever” (1 Pt

have peace. In the world you will have tribulation.

1:25). Among the changes and uncertainty we will

But take heart; I have overcome the world” (Jn

face, this verse remains. The word of the Lord does

16:33). Throughout the ups and downs in this life,

not change with the seasons. It does not shift as we

we always have this peace of God. The Christian life

change positions in life. It does not alter to fit the

in this world is not guaranteed to be easy. Quite the

location in which we find ourselves or the people

opposite, the Christian is buffeted by more tribula-

with whom we gather. God’s Word endures and

tion due to his beliefs. But our hope and trust is in

provides hope, comfort, stability, and certainty to

Christ, who has overcome the world. We look for-

our faith.

ward to the promise of the life to come which is already ours through Christ’s death and resurrection.
I am reminded of my confirmation verse: “You
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on

We look forward to the coming year with all that
God has in store for us here in Muncie. Thanks be to
God for His faithfulness and the many blessings He
grants each of us daily! †

Photo taken by Vicar Christian, July 2020
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Balancing the Commandments in the Midst of Chaos
By Rev. Scott T. Porath, Chairman Association of Confessing Evangelical Lutheran Congregations Board of Directors

I suspect not many of you would like to go back
to January 1 and relive 2020. It’s been quite a year

in a pandemic, when isolated, when racial tensions
run high?

already, with the pandemic, disruptions of life

Many Christians are struggling for answers. Do I

(home, church, school, etc.) and social upheaval. As

wear a mask? How do I love the shut-in isolated in

difficult as it has been for us personally, the Church

the nursing home? Do I discriminate in my love for

has lived through such chaos before, and as our

the neighbor? Into the chaos of such questions and

Lord promises, will

“answers” comes

in the future.

the simple truth of

So how do we

the Fifth Command-

live in these days

ment – that God has

(and in all our

created and sustains

days)? What would

all life – that all life

the Lord have us to

is a gift from God,

do? What is His

and is to be treated

will? He reveals His

accordingly.

will by His Word,

To help with such

and it is the Ten

questions and an-

Commandments in

swers, the Christian

particular that I

looks to the Fourth

would like to set

Commandment for

before you now, as

assistance. “Honor

a “rule or guide”

you father and your

for the twofold

mother.” What does

shape of the Chris-

this mean? We

tian life. They teach

should fear and love

us how to live in

God so that we do not

faith towards God

despise or anger our

and love towards

parents and other au-

the neighbor.

thorities, but honor

With the pan-

them, serve and obey

demic, the Fifth

them, love and cherish

Commandment im-

Moses Receives the Tablets of the Law,

mediately comes to

João Zeferino da Costa, 1868

mind. “You shall not

them.” All those to
who God has given
His authority are His

murder.” What does this mean? “We should fear and

gift to us. They are to use His authority to serve

love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in

those whom He has given to be under their authori-

his body, but help and support him in every physical

ty.

need.” So how do we help and support our neighbor
8

Father and mother have been pressed in these

then we must “obey God rather than men” (Ac 5:

days to do what has always been their duty, not on-

29), but we dare not ignore the gift He is giving, and

ly to provide for, take care of, teach and raise their

the work He is doing.

children - but especially to bring them up in ways of

God’s gifts of life and the exercise of His authori-

the Lord. Parents, don’t overlook or despise your

ty cannot be overlooked as we consider God’s will

God-given authority. It is a most important task the

for us in the Third Commandment. “Remember the

Lord has given, because He loves your children as

Sabbath day by keeping it holy.” What does this mean?

His very own.

“We should fear and love God so that we do not despise

Parents are not the only authorities addresses in

preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly

the Fourth

hear and learn

Command-

it.”

ment. There are

The three great

“other authori-

enemies (the

ties” who are

devil, the

God’s gifts to

world, and our

us – who are

sinful nature)

His representa-

do all within

tives –given to

their power to

serve us ac-

keep us away

cording to

from God’s

God’s will.

Word and Sac-

It is natural

raments. Even

to look to the

if we don’t al-

governing au-

ways appreci-

thorities for

ate the means

guidance dur-

of God’s grace,

ing this pan-

these three ene-

demic, but

mies know that

what does one

God is at work

do when their

through such

guidance pro-

means.

hibits what the Lord has mandated for His people?

Christians have always been tempted to stay

How does one honor and obey them when the guid-

away from church for sports activities, recreation,

ance is not always clear, and sometimes contradicto-

work, and the desire simply to sleep in – but the

ry? What doe the Fourth Commandment require

pandemic raises some legitimate concerns. Am I at

when God’s authority is abused?

high risk to get seriously ill if infected with the

Again, the Fourth Commandment focuses us on

COVID-19 virus? Am I a risk to others? Do I dare

God’s gifts. It is a reminder that God Himself is at

sing, or touch a hymnal because of the recommen-

work in our world, to care, provide for, and protect

dations of health officials?

His beloved children. When His authority is abused,

How does the Christian balance the fifth, fourth,
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and third commandments amidst this chaos? One

The object of genuine Christian faith is always the

must ask some honest diagnostic questions. Am I des- Triune God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). Faith lives
pising God’s Word? Do I desire to hear it, to receive

for and by the gifts which the Lord freely bestows. By

the Lord’s gifts? Is there a way to minimize health

faith we realize the gift of life that He has given to us,

risks (there are always risks) in order to receive the

and to our neighbor, and seek to take care of that life

gifts? How are my brother and sister in Christ served

as God Himself cares for it. By faith we realize those

by my attendance, or my isolation? Is the government whom the Lord has placed over us, to use His authorprohibiting me from hearing the Gospel? And the big- ity for our good. We give thanks for our parents, pasgest diagnostic question, what is it that I fear?

tors, governors, police officers, judges, teachers, etc.

This gets us to the First Commandment, the key to We do not worship them, but see them as God’s repbalancing all the other commandments. “You shall

resentatives. By faith we hunger and thirst for the

have no other gods.” What does this mean? “We should

Gospel, and for communion with our brothers and

fear, love, and trust in God above all things.”

sisters in the body of Christ. By faith, we fear, love,

Do you fear COVID-19 more than God? Do you
trust science more than God? Do you love yourself

and trust in God above all things.
When fears arise, anxiety creeps in, and tensions

more than your fellow man? The first, and chief, com- boil up, be reminded that the Lord your God desires
mandment condemns us all. We must repent of our

that you fear, love, and trust in Him. God’s peace be

idolatry, and be resurrected to new life by Christ’s

yours, throughout all your days, in Christ Jesus our

forgiving blood, to live in fear, love, and trust in God

Lord.†

above all things. That is to say, that we are to live by
faith.

“We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.”
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Announcements
Pantry Needs
We are running low on these items in the food
pantry. We need the basics, especially Jell-O,
pancake mix, syrup, and boxed potatoes. Thank
you so much for your contributions.

Pastoral Care
During these strange times you still need

Rummage Sale
The annual Rummage Sale has been postponed
until further notice.

Produce Table
We will have our produce table where people
can share veggies from their gardens again this
year. You are welcome to take some produce and if

Pastoral care and our Pastor wants to make sure

you would like to make a donation that would be

you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule

appreciated but not necessary. We will use the

a phone call, home visit, through the window chat,

donations for our 2021 MOST Eye Glass Mission

or even a porch visit, He will gladly facilitate what

Trip.

fits your needs. Contact the office in order to
schedule these.

Mighty Mites
There are new Mite boxes for everyone in the

Sunday School Update
We are looking for a few more people to teach
in our Preschool through sixth grade classes. We
currently have three classes of those different age

congregation. Please take one home and fill it with

groups. The classes are small and the Concordia

your loose change and be sure to bring it back on

teaching material makes it easy, no previous

the first Sunday of every month. Our Mighty Mites

experience is necessary - just a desire to share God’s

will surely make a difference.

word with the children of Grace. Schedules are

very flexible. If you would like to know more

Eyeglasses Collection
The Mission Board, in conjunction with our

please contact Carrie or Rick Hill at (765)744-6836
or rhill14@comcast.net.

Mission Team going to Guatemala would like to
collect used prescription eyeglasses to give to
MOST for their eyeglasses mission trips. There will

Face Masks
Emily Bushá-Ruiz has generously donated the

be a box at the back of the sanctuary for the

masks that she has made. They are located in a box

purpose of collecting eyeglasses. These eyeglasses

on the table in the Nave. Please feel free to take one.

and sunglasses may help a third world country

Thank you Emily for making such great masks to

adult to secure a job or a child to succeed in school.

help us follow rules and remain safe.

When they come for testing and fitting they will
hear the Gospel while they are there.
You may put used adult, children glasses and

Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters will begin meeting again on

sunglasses in the boxes. All prescription glasses

Monday the 10th and 24th of this month, from 1:30

are acceptable. MOST requests that they not be

p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Please join us

broken. The collection will continue to run

and share what projects you have been working on

through the summer.

these last few months.
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We Welcome Two New Babies Into our Church Family
Oliver Devon Hill
On July 15th, Oliver Devon Hill,
son of Devon and Hannah was
born. Oliver weighed 9 lbs 5 oz
and was 22.5 inches long. Grandmother Carrie Hill said, “We
praise God for this gift of new
life.” Congratulations, Devon and

Hannah, on your first born son!
We look forward to meeting your
little Oliver and watching another
Hill boy grow up.

Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward.

Psalm 127:3

Rigglie Diane Stephens
On July 19th, Rigglie Diane
Stephens, daughter of Zachary
and Emily Stephens and sister to
Audramae, was born. Rigglie
weighed 7 lbs 8 oz and was
21.5 inches long. Congratulations
to Zachary, Emily, Audramae,
and the Clamme family on the
new addition to your family! We
look forward to seeing Audramae
loving her role as big sister and
watching little Rigglie grow up.
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Fourth of July Parking Lot Bash- Got lamb?

Here are just a few pictures taken at our Fourth of
July Parking Lot Bash. Left: Janet Walker smiling
with her cake, the first time she’d made angel food
cake! Top Left: Vicar Christian wasting no time
jumping in and helping! Vicar, Janet, and John Harman are all helping to prepare the lamb and pull the
meat off. Top Right: Linda Cook, who graciously donated the lamb for us all to eat, rocking her famous
“Got Lamb?” apron.

I was told it was a lot of fun having fellowship
and welcoming our new Vicar and his wife, Moriah
to our Congregation. There was of course a lot of
food enjoyed by all, that everyone provided to go
with the lamb and to share with the congregation.
The night ended with a spectacular fireworks display.
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Grace Pickers

Members of Grace enjoyed a morning in the sun at

the Willmann Farm and picked corn. Randy and
Ann would like to thank all the “Grace Pickers”
with everyone’s help they were able to pick 1,480
lbs of corn for Second Harvest, about 100 lbs for
the YWCA and even more that was delivered to
our shut-ins and other members. Now that is a lot
of corn! There is still corn available and the Willmanns are welcoming those that would like to go
to the farm and pick some they just ask that you
call ahead so they know to expect you. You can
call Randy at 765-499-0383. Thank you to the Willmann family for donating so much of their corn to
us all.
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Beatitudes Crossword Puzzle
By Kelli Bowdell

Flip to Matthew Chapter 5 and read the Sermon on the Mount and the Beatitudes. Then enjoy filling out the
puzzle. If you would like to challenge yourself then try completing the puzzle before pulling out your Bible.
As always rely on God’s Word to give you the answers, and have fun!
1

2

3
4

5
6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Across
2. Blessed are the _________, for they shall be called
sons of God.
5. You are the salt of the _______.
7. Blessed are the _________ in heart, for they shall
see God.
8. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
_________ of heaven.
9. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
__________, for they shall be satisfied.
10. Sermon on the _________.
11. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
__________, for so they persecuted the prophets

who were before you.
12. You are the _________ of the world.
Down
1. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
__________.
3. Blessed are you when others _____________ you
and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account.
4. Blessed are the __________, for they shall receive
mercy.
6. Blessed are those who are ______________ for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
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Birthdays

8/27

Elise Boyd

8/1

Trent Boyd

8/29

Amy Addison

8/2

Marcus Price

Emily Nickels

Bill Walker

8/30

Diana James

8/3

Sandra McMillan

8/31

Pat Mark

8/4

Jim Shaeffer

8/5

Shirley Berger

8/6

Zachary Stephens

Wedding Anniversaries

8/11

Katelyn Branscome

8/1

Roger and Carol Doctor celebrating 56 years

8/16

Lawrence Bowdell

8/7

Dave and Reta Heinkel celebrating 55 years

Amy Crowe

8/18

Rick and Carrie Hill celebrating 41 years

8/18

David Gatzke

8/20

Rod and Darlene Phillips celebrating 26 years

8/19

Hudson Hill

8/22

Alan and Pat Hokenson celebrating 39 years

8/20

Pam Addison

8/25

Henry and Amy Miller celebrating 58 years

8/21

Bryce Monroe

8/29

Jack and Dixie Elsesser celebrating 33 years

8/22

Erica Paul

8/24

Linda Overfield

Dlynn Melo
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17

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Divine
Service
Confession Study

26

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Divine
Service
Confession Study

11

8:30 a.m. Matins

18

8:30 a.m. Matins

25

8:30 a.m. Matins
1:00 p.m. Food
Pantry

10

8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace
Crafters

17

8:30 a.m. Matins

30

Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

23

8:30 a.m. Matins

31

19

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Divine
Service
Confession Study

12

8:30 a.m. Matins

8:30 a.m. Matins

8:30 a.m. Matins

5

Wed

4

Tues

3

Mon

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 24 St.
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
Bartholomew,
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
Apostle
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
8:30 a.m. Matins
Confirmation Class
1:30 p.m. Grace
Crafters
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Tenth Sunday after Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class begins

9

Ninth Sunday after Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Planning Council

2

Eighth Sunday of Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

Sun

28

21

14

7

Fri

Sat

Martydom of St.

John the Baptist

29

22

St. Mary,
Mother of Our
Lord
15
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Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9-3
Friday 9-12

8:30 a.m. Matins
9:00 a.m.
Constitution
Committee
Meeting

27

20

8:30 a.m. Matins

13

8:30 a.m. Matins
9:00 a.m.
Constitution
Committee
Meeting

6

Thurs

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Office: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - August 2020
August 2, 2020 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 136:1-9; Isaiah 55:1-5; Matthew 14: 13-21
“More Than Enough” - Sermon Text: Matthew 13:20 Rev. Thomas Eggold
Our Savior has compassion on the needy and has
provided for the poor in miraculous ways. He has
called us out of our poverty, exhaustion, anxiety, and
doubt and has forgiven our sins. In Him, we have
more than enough and now we can share His lifegiving, life-changing, life-saving gifts with the world.
August 9, 2020 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 18:1-6, 46; Job 38:4-18; Matthew 14:22-33
“The Powerful Word” - Sermon Text: Matthew 14:27
- Rev. Shayne Jonker
Fear is the underlying issue of this morning's Gospel
reading. Fear threatens to swallow up Peter and the
disciples in their little boat out on the rough sea. Fear
paralyzes, it wears us down, it erodes our faith, and
it generates doubt. To the disciples' fear, and to ours,
Jesus speaks His Word: “Take heart. It is I. Do not be
afraid.”
August 16, 2020 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 67; Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32; Matthew
15:21-28
“Perfect Healing” - Sermon Text: Matthew 1315:21-28
- Rev. Paul Shoemaker

We all pray for physical health to be restored when a
loved one is ill. Our spiritual health has been restored
by Jesus’ death and resurrection. In Christ, whether
in life or at death, we have perfect healing.
August 23, 2020 – Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 138; Isaiah 51:1-6; Matthew 16:13-20
“Built on the Rock” - Sermon Text: Matthew 16:13-20
- Rev. William Mueller
The question Jesus asks His disciples is rather simple:
Who do people say that He is? However, Jesus’ purpose in asking the question was far more than taking
a poll of public opinion – He was narrowing it down
to each individual person. Who do you say that Jesus
is? Is He just a moderately powered helper, enough
to help us over the speedbumps in life, OR is He the
Lord God Himself who is our Savior?
August 30, 2020 – Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 26; Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28
“The Way God Thinks” - Sermon Text: Matthew
16:23 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Are you ever tempted to be God’s “script-writer,” to
tell God how to be God? Life’s greatest news is this . .
. God does NOT meet our expectations, He EXCEEDS them! This good news changes our lives now
and eternally.
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