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From the desk of Pastor Mackey

Offense: Our Great Cultural Sin
Whether you’re a comedian performing at Purdue or a commentator for the Colts, it seems that what
ma ers is if you give oﬀense. If you do, you may lose out on college gigs or be forced into early retirement.
Of course, you could also be a guy who sells pizza and say something—even academically—and become
persona non grata to Ball State, having your ﬁnancial contributions returned. These were just some of the
local news items mid-August.
They all point to one thing: it is a great and most heinous sin in our culture to oﬀend another person.
To be clear, the things said and done by the individuals above are oﬀensive. What is problematic is that
oﬀense has overwhelmingly become a concern in our culture. So much so that news outlets are reporting
on people being oﬀended and their feelings hurt. When did hurting another person’s feelings become a
crime? (I’m speaking legally here.) How did a person being oﬀended become newsworthy? (This is a sociopolitical question.) Is oﬀending another person’s sensibilities a sin? (Ah, ﬁnally a theological question!)
Continued on pg. 3

From the Vicar’s Desk

A Few Words about the Aaronitic Benediction
What is a Benediction and what is the function
of the Benediction in our Divine Service? The
deﬁnition of Benediction is “the u erance or
bestowing of a blessing, especially at the end of a
religious service.” This is true for us Lutherans as
we see in the Benediction. The pastor gives a
blessing to the congregation at the end of the Divine
Service or prayer service.
There are a few diﬀerent types of Benedictions
used in the Lutheran Service Book and most of them
are taken straight from the Bible. The Benediction
that Matins and Vespers uses is taken from 2
Corinthians 13:14 “The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.” For other prayer
services such as Morning Prayer and Evening
Prayer, there is a general Trinitarian blessing “The
almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.” The most
well known Benediction, which is used in all ﬁve
Divine Service se ings in the Lutheran Service Book
comes from Numbers 6:24-25: “The Lord bless you
and Keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you
with favor and give you peace.” Luther describes
this Benediction as “one which the Lord appointed.”
In the Old Testament, Yahweh instructed Moses to
have Aaron, the high priest, bless the Israelites in
this way because though this blessing, Yahweh’s
name would be
placed upon the
people.
Why would it
be important for
God’s name to rest
upon the people? It
is because
wherever God’s
name is, there He
Himself is also.
God is there
present with all of
His power and
might (Ps 20:1, 44:5,
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54:1). In the Divine Service, we are served by God
through the hearing of His Word read aloud and
preached, and through the giving of His very own
Body and Blood. In the beginning of the Divine
Service, the pastor makes the sign of the cross over
all those in a endance and blesses them in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Likewise at the
end of the Divine Service, the pastor blesses those in
a endance through the Aaronitic Benediction. The
Divine Service begins and ends with the
congregation being blessed by God’s name and by
the remembrance of their baptism. What a sweet
reminder our baptism is as we exit the church and
enter into a world hostile to Christians. Through this
Benediction imparted by the pastor, God assures all
the baptized that we are His own and there is
nothing that can pry us from His loving embrace.
The words that the pastor speaks in giving this
blessing are God’s words. God is the one blessing
His people through the pastor. In most cases, the
pastor will raise his hands toward the congregation
while speaking this blessing. Historically, the
practice has, in turn, been for each person in the
congregation to bow his or her head slightly
forward as if the pastor was placing his hands
directly upon the head of each individual.
Luther described this Benediction from the
book of Numbers, as a blessing in which the Lord
God instituted Himself. Thus, it is ﬁ ing that it has
been retained in
worship services
throughout
history. It is
important to
recognize that the
Benediction is
God’s very own
word of comfort
that He speaks
through the pastor
as a reminder of
His love. †

Continued from page 1

I don’t know if hurting another person’s feelings
is a crime—you’ll have to ask a lawyer. As far as I
know, we have the right to be oﬀended and express
our displeasure, but we don’t have the right not to
be oﬀended. Regarding the newsworthiness of
oﬀense, I think it depends on who was oﬀended (a
Purdue freshman or radio station employee don’t
rank the same as a world leader). But, on the last
question, I can give you more than my opinion—I
can give you the Scriptures.
The Gospel is an oﬀense to the world. When
asked if He truly is the Messiah, Jesus tells the
Baptist’s disciples about His miracles and adds,
“Blessed is the one who is not oﬀended by Me” (Mt
11:6). Jesus’ message is oﬀensive and controversial.
Even some of His disciples left Him, but Jesus didn’t
change His teachings or chase after them (Jn 6:6167). Apostle Paul calls the cross an “oﬀense” (Gal
5:11). If we are only concerned about making the
Gospel unoﬀensive, then we won’t be preaching the
Gospel. The Gospel, by its very nature and in its
substance, is oﬀensive (1Co 1:18, 23).
His disciples reported that the Pharisees were
oﬀended because of His teachings, but Jesus
answered, “Let them alone” (Mt 15:14). Jesus even
oﬀended His hometown, so He chose to move on
(Mt 13:57-58). We may need to let others alone when
they’re oﬀended by the Gospel. When we do
encounter those oﬀended by Christianity and
Christians (2 Corinthians 2:14-16 says believers smell
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like death to unbelievers), St. Paul tells us, “If
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably
with all” (Rm 12:18) and to speak “the truth in
love” (Eph 4:15).
Although people will be oﬀended, Jesus didn’t
seek to oﬀend. Ma hew 17:24-27 records one
occasion when Jesus tells Simon Peter to pay the
temple tax—even though Jesus is the Son of God—to
avoid oﬀending others. Likewise, we shouldn’t seek
to oﬀend. That means we don’t use words and do
things we know will violate cultural sensibilities.
Jesus and His Gospel will still oﬀend—as will we
Christians. People who live contrary to the truth are
often oﬀended by the truth. While the world says
that causing oﬀense is a sin, pointing out the sins of
others is quite oﬀensive. How about the Gospel? It
declares that people are sinners who need to repent
and that forgiveness is given only through Jesus
Christ. In a sense, witnessing to those who don’t yet
believe requires the risk of oﬀense. Otherwise, how
can they ever hear of their need and the Christ who
can meet that need?
Therefore, let us pray:
Heavenly Father, Your Son’s cross is an oﬀense to
the world, but it is also the power of salvation to all
who believe in His sacriﬁce. In the face of a culture
consumed by oﬀense, give us mouths to proclaim
boldly the oﬀense of Your Son’s cross that others also
may repent and be forgiven and thereby rejoice;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. †

Volunteers needed on Saturday and Sunday, September 15 & 16,

The 42nd annual Old Washington Street Festival celebrates the architectural, cultural, and social
heritage of Muncie’s Emily Kimbrough Historic District and the surrounding neighborhood
from the Gas Boom Era (1880-1910). The festival features artist and craft vendors, musical
entertainment, antiques, kids’ activities, music, demonstrations, food, historic home tour, and
classic car show and street dance.

Please consider volunteering for one or more of the following:
East Central Neighborhood Association Bean Booth – 2 hour shifts on Saturday and Sunday selling
beans, water, hotdogs, apple cider slushies and t-shirts (No major food preparation required)
Historic Home Tour - shifts from 12:30 to 2:30 and 2:30 to 5 on Saturday and Sunday sharing home
information, stamping visitor tickets, and directing to other homes on the tour
Information Booth – 2 hour shifts on Saturday and Sunday providing directions to visitors and
volunteers and selling home tour tickets
Classic Car Show – 2 hour shifts on Saturday assisting with registration and directions
All volunteers receive an Old Washington Street Festival t-shirt and home tour ticket. It is
requested that you check in at the event Information Booth 30 minutes prior to your shift in order
to receive directions.
Register to volunteer at: h ps://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d48abaa2ba2fe3-oldwashington
Questions? Adrienne Newman, 615-944-6795 or alnewman@bsu.edu

You are invited to the
Grace Lutheran Fall Festival
Sunday, September 30
(Joint venture with Grace Congregation, Sunday school, and LCMS U)
Time: After 2nd Service until 2:30 p.m.
What: Bounce house (children only)
Children’s Games with Prizes
BINGO with prizes
Corn Hole Tournament
Giant Jenga
(Feel free to bring your favorite games as well.)
Food: Hamburgers, hotdogs and drinks will be provided.
Congregation members are asked to bring a dish or two to share.
Students need only to bring their appetites.

From the Board of Missions
The Mission Board voted to donate to three RSOs (Recognized Service Organizations of the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod) for the ﬁrst six months of 2018.
The RSOs that were chosen were:
Lead A Child, formerly the Christian Concern Society, $288 was sent to this organization that supports
and sponsors education for children around the world.
Mill Neck, who focus is on the deaf community received $288 also.
MOST Ministries (Mission Opportunities Short Term). This organization organizes and sponsors short
term mission trips to many foreign countries around the world. They also received $288 for mission trips.
This is the organization that I (Robyn Clamme) went with a team to India.
Please check the downstairs bulletin boards for additional information on these wonderful organizations,
and thank you for your support of the Mission Board with your donations directly and also though the
General Fund.
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Announcements
Mites
LWML Mite Box Sunday is September 2. Be sure
to gather all that loose change and drop it in the big
oﬀering box on the back table in the Sanctuary.
Food Pantry
Schools are back in session and the need is great.
We are very low on these items: laundry soap, dish
soap, paper products, cereal, boxed potatoes,
pancake mix & syrup, tuna/chicken helper, pasta &
pasta sauce, peanut bu er & jelly, Jello, pork &
beans, canned fruit, canned veggies, and corn muﬃn
mix. Food may be placed by the doors of the pantry
or at the bell tower and oﬃce entrances.
Produce Table
Bring your homegrown garden vegetables to
share with others at Grace. Produce can be placed on
the table at the bo om of the stairs in the education
hallway on Sunday mornings. You are also welcome
to take any produce you would like. Free will
oﬀerings are accepted but not required and will
beneﬁt our Campus Ministry.
Chat n Chew
Join your friends from Grace for lunch at Puerto
Vallarta on Tillotson on September 17 at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch is on your own. Please be sure to RSVP to
Diana James or to the Church oﬃce by September 16
so we will have chairs for everyone.
Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters meet the 2nd and 4th Monday of
each month, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. We will
meet September 10 and 24, questions, contact Cathy
Branscome at (765) 759-5285.

Orphan Grain Train
The folks at the Orphan Grain Train are
expecting Grace volunteers on September 20 to help
sort and pack at the Jonesboro facility. In return they
are packing coats, blankets and winter items for us to
bring back for Community Assistance Day. Win!
Win! We will also be taking the sleeping mats that
have been made by our members. Please sign up on
the back table in the Sanctuary. We will leave from
Grace at 8:00 a.m. and lunch will be provided.
Choir News
The Grace Vocal Choir visited the Seminary
over a year ago to record music for what was then
called Worship For Shut-ins. Worship For Shut-ins
has now become Worship Anew.
We recorded a wide range of hymns and
anthems. Since then, we have been featured
numerous times throughout the year. We have had
several services when we’ve performed two of three
songs.
We have also garnered some feedback from
Worship Anew listeners. Ralph Scheiwe from Fort
Wayne, called me one Sunday night to tell me how
moved he was by the music we sang that morning.
Also, I recently received the following note from Joan
Gray from Burr Ridge, Illinois:
“This is just a heartfelt “thank you” to all your
choir members for their devotion to the Worship
Anew broadcasts. I always look forward to your
group appearances! Even though I’m not a shut-in
per se, I enjoy these services and especially when
your group participates. Thank you - Joan Gray”
We been blessed to represent Grace with our
music for the Worship Anew broadcasts.
Judi Pape
Choir Director

Community Assistance Day
The next meeting will be September 6 at 7:00
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Be sure to check the
Sunday bulletin for the list of items still needed for
our event. The list of Co-chairs is also listed there.
Feel free to contact them to volunteer. Any questions
please contact John and Jane Harman (765) 284-9248.
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24
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

23

Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Fall Festival

30

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

26
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. LCMS U Bible Study
Rm 308 Student Center
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

19
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. LCMS U Bible Study
Rm 308 Student Center
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

17
18
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:00 a.m. Pastor and Vicar @
11:30 a.m. Chat n Chew
Winkel @ Emanuel, Tipton
@ Puerta Vallarta
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

16 Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

25
8:30 a.m. Matins
1-2p.m.Parish Services
7:00 p.m. Voters Assembly

12
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. LCMS U Bible Study
Rm 308 Student Center
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

5
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. LCMS U Bible Study
Rm 308 Student Center
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study
Secretary on Vacation

10
11
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters 7:00 p.m. Planning Council
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

4
8:30 a.m. Matins

Wed

9

Oﬃce Closed

Labor Day

Tue

3

Mon

2 Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

Sun

Sat

29 St. Michael and
All Angels
10:00 a.m.
Wurdeman
Baby Shower

28

27
8:30 a.m. Matins

15

8

1

21 St. Ma.hew,
22
Apostle & Evangelist

14 Holy Cross Day

7

Fri

20
8:00 a.m. Orphan Grain
Train
8:00 a.m. Pastor & Vicar
@ Confessions Study

13
8:30 a.m. Matins

Sept. 4-7

6
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. CAD Meeting

Thu
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR SEPTEMBER
Acolytes
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Greeters
Emilee Smith
Elise Boyd
Jacob Ludwig
Colton McCoy
Tony Ruiz

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Chris & Michelle Cahoe
Marvin & Pam Addison
Robyn & Sherri Clamme
Rob & Melissa Myers
Glenn & Cathy Branscome

Assisting Elder

Ushers

8:00 a.m. Dave Heinkel
10:30 a.m. Randy Willmann and Dave Price

8:00 a.m. Steve Anderson
10:30 a.m. Linda Cook & LCMS U Students

Camera Operator

Altar Guild

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Michelle Cahoe
Melissa Myers
Jane Harman
Debbie Haddock

Glenn Branscome
Shea Hill
Devon Hill
Eric McCoy
Glenn Branscome

Birthdays
9/5 Forrest O’Bryant
9/6 Shea Hill
Emily Ruiz
9/11 Chase Brammer
9/15 Lenore Crone
9/16 Donna Bailey
Vicki Boyd
9/17 Brad Canada
9/18 Debbie Taylor
9/21 Gary Boyd
Jack Elsesser
Melissa Myers
Judi Pape
9/22 Austin Hahn
Jackie Trusedell
9/27 Ma Overﬁeld
9/28 Debbie McCoy
9/29 Rich LaGrange
9/30 Allyson Price

Anniversarys
9/9 Bill and Diana James
9/19 Steve & Joan Anderson
Cory and Jen Hill
9/25 Mike and Suzanne Price
9/29 Brian and Kathryn Ludwig

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Oﬃce: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

September 2 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost
“Stand Against the Devils” – Ephesians 6:10-20
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
As believers, we are daily engaged in spiritual
warfare against Satan and his fellow demons. The
good news is that we can stand ﬁrm against these
ﬁerce and powerful enemies. The Apostle Paul tells
us how and why.
September 9 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost
“Perfect Healing” – Mark 7:31-37
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
When someone is ill, we pray for healing. The
Good News that comes from God is that He may
grant physical healing, but He always grants us
perfect healing through Jesus.
September 16 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost
“Help My Unbelief” – Mark 9:24
Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege
We as Christians believe in Jesus. This belief
involves both knowledge and trust. Rightly, we turn

to God in the face of trouble; however, at times our
faith is eroded, a acked or challenged by the cares,
problems, and philosophies of this world. We pray
with the man in our text, ʺI believe, help my
unbelief.ʺ Through His Word and Sacrament, our
Lord indeed sends us the Spirit, so our faith is
strengthened, and we rest and hope in the Savior.
September 23 – 18th Sunday after Pentecost
“Let God Be God!” – Mark 9:30-37
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
“Why doesn’t God do _____?” “Why would God
allow _____ to happen?” Seeking a “new-andimproved-god” is an activity as old as time. Look
and listen to Jesus to discover the true God . . . and
true greatness! Let God be God!
September 30 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost
“Belonging to Christ” – Mark 9:38-50
Rev. James Elsner
Complain! Complain! Complain! Does that
describe someone in your life? Does it describe
YOU? Those who belong to Christ, though, have a
diﬀerent sense of faith and life. Whatʹs that look
like?

