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 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ (Matthew 9:12) 

Matthew sat at the tax booth. He was not an honorable man by any standard. The Romans 

only valued the money he brought in for them. The Jews regarded him as an outsider, among the 

lowest of the low. Working for the Roman government collecting taxes was tantamount to 

betrayal. His position paid him well though, and he knew that privilege came with its perks. 

Tending to his till, a collector could propagate funds above and beyond his duty. Paying off the 

Romans with his own countrymen’s money, he could also line his own pockets for his troubles. 

Not all of them stooped to that level, but regardless of personal propriety, they tended to gain a 

reputation in the community. Capernaum offered an exceptional tax economy. The trade routes 

flowed currency as well as goods through the region. The buzz of activity in the markets meant 

comfort and peace of mind to Matthew. Though despised by society, his financial security meant 

life was never too difficult and he was never left needing. 

Yet, Matthew still felt a great need. Though the lure of money was enough to lead him 

further and further into the depths, his heart never fully settled into the life of corruption. He 

remembered the Old Testament teachings he had grown up with. “Son of man, all my words that 

I shall speak to you receive in your heart and hear with your ears” (Ezekiel 3:10). He could recall 

many of the prophesies, but when would they come to pass? His heart longed for the Messiah, 

the one to come who would take away the sin of the world. The One he needed. The One they all 

needed. 

That is where we meet Matthew in our text. A tax collector in a bustling trade region 

going about his daily work. A man who recognized his own sin and his need for a savior. Then a 

miracle happened. Jesus encountered many people who recognized their need. He had just 

forgiven the sins of a paralytic and instructed him, “Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” The 

man’s physical needs only a shadow of the far greater spiritual need he had. Following our text, 

the mere fringe of Jesus’ garment was enough to heal a woman who in faith recognized her need 
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for mercy from the Lord. Jesus even raised a girl from death. Her father knew she needed care 

beyond a regular physician to tend to her. And here in the middle of these great miracles, we are 

told another impressive miracle. A miracle of forgiveness, a miracle of faith, a miracle of 

renewed life. 

Matthew’s spiritual need was great and yet Christ called him. The Pharisees scoffed at 

the company Jesus kept. The low-life crowd flowing into Matthew’s house to join in the feast 

caught their attention. It was as bad as the crowd that had flocked to the river to receive John’s 

washing of repentance. Why would Jesus, who claimed to be so righteous, lower himself to this 

crowd? After all, the greedy money grabbers didn’t keep the Law like the Pharisees. They had 

forgone their covenantal identities in favor of clinging to Roman coin. And Jesus reclined at 

table with these lowlifes. This so-called Messiah may even be accepted by the Pharisees if He 

would only acknowledge that they were righteous and condemn such vermin as these tax 

collectors. But the tax collectors needed Jesus, and they recognized it. The Pharisees only needed 

themselves and their Law to maintain their own righteousness. 

What do you need? With the chaos of the world around us right now, it’s easy to accept 

that we are sick. We treat every person like a leper. Every place like a leper camp. But what do 

we need? Well, the answer seems obvious. We need masks, gloves, hand sanitizer, and elbow 

bumps rather than handshakes. We need social distancing and altered methods for schooling. No, 

no. We need to move on from the whole thing. We need to go back to life as normal with no 

precautions or concerns. The mental harm of all these changes is the real issue. No, no. Come 

November, we need that one politician in office. That will solve all the problems we see in our 

country. We need the government to put more mandates into effect to give us order. No, no. We 

need the government to step back and let the citizens establish their own way of life. No, no. We 

need. We need. We need. What do we need? What do you need? 

Matthew needed Jesus. For all his wealth, Matthew had nothing and was nothing on his 

own. His worldly goods ultimately accounted to nothing. The Pharisees needed Jesus too, though 

they refused to realize it. Their sacrifices and meticulous observing of the Law ultimately 

accounted to nothing either. The Pharisees and Matthew both had this need. Where they differed 

was in their recognition of that need. Each one needed Jesus. We all need Jesus. 
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Regardless of your current position in life, you must never lose sight of this fact. You 

may feel like the world is falling down around you and every illness known to man is creeping 

on every surface just waiting to infect you. You need Jesus. You might think you have no need to 

worry about any illness at all. You might think that the virus is no more dangerous than the flu, a 

large percent of those infected survive with no issues. Virus or not, you still need Jesus. You 

might be in the position of Matthew and have all the money you need for a comfortable life. You 

still need Jesus. Or perhaps you’re living paycheck to paycheck. Strive as you might to earn your 

own way, you still need Jesus. You know exactly where you fit in the world? You have the 

perfect job, the house of your dreams, the best relationship. You still need Jesus. Or you feel lost, 

the job search is taking all your efforts. The house needs those repairs that your budget doesn’t 

account for. The relationship is broken or straining your patience. You need Jesus. 

Whether you feel lost and drifting on the waves, carried about by every wind. Whether 

you’re content and confident in your position in life. You all need Jesus. No sacrifice of your 

own can earn the righteousness of a clean heart before God. Matthew understood this. He records 

Jesus’ words and actions. Matthew means “Gift of God.” And what a gift he was for the Church 

throughout her history. The great author of the first Gospel account didn’t even need to write it 

down before he began teaching others what Christ meant for them. As Matthew prepared the 

feast for the Lord the same day Jesus called him, word went out and many tax collectors and 

sinners were gathered. Those individuals who were despised by the righteous Pharisees knew of 

their need. They knew that they needed rescue from their sin. 

God the Father knew of our need. When Adam and Eve fell into sin, God knew of the 

great spiritual need that all mankind would have. God knew each and every one of you needs 

Jesus. “As by one man all mankind fell and, born in sin, was doomed to hell, so by one Man, 

who took our place, we all justified by grace” (LSB 562 st. 5). The righteous God needed His 

righteous Son to take our place. “God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not 

do. By sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, He condemned sin in the 

flesh” (Romans 8:3). Jesus needed to die for your sins and rise again so that you might live. 

“Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’” Christ’s mercy is 

given to us in His sacrifice on the cross. That act of mercy justifies us before the Father. our 

greatest spiritual need is met with abundant life in the death of Christ. Matthew ends his Gospel 
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account with another of Jesus’ commands, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.” In Baptism, you are called to a new life in Christ. Like Matthew, you were given what you 

truly needed. Not merely a washing of the body, but of the soul. “Miracle each time it happens” 

(LSB 593 st. 2). 

Thanks be to God for the gift of Matthew. Through his Gospel account, Jesus’ birth, 

ministry, death, resurrection, and ascension are recorded for people of all times and all nations to 

hear the good news of our Lord and Savior. Through Christ, God fulfilled our every need. We 

live in His mercy. 

In Jesus’ Name. 


