
Vicar Matthew Christian 

October 11, 2020 

Matthew 22:34–46 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Muncie, Indiana  

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind. You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

 Easy enough in theory. Very difficult in practice. 

 Two little boys, brothers, were constantly fighting. It didn’t seem to matter what they 

were doing. Any disagreement soon led to an argument. The battering of words turned into real 

battering on more than one occasion. The smallest annoyance soon led to a tussle. An accidental 

bump was soon a wrestling match. The parents were fed up with the constant turmoil in their 

house. They would separate the boys to different corners of the room. They provided outlets for 

their anger. They encouraged positive sharing experiences. All seemed hopeless. Nothing 

seemed to improve the boys’ relationship. Finally, their father reached his tipping point. “Listen 

boys,” he snapped. “I don’t care that you’re upset with each other. I don’t care that you can’t 

stand each other. You’re going to hug each other and say, ‘I love you.’” The boys looked at each 

other with obvious resentment. The stand-off persisted as time ticked by. At last, one brother 

reached out and hugged the other. “I love you,” his little voice declared. “I love you too,” came 

the reply. “Only because Dad said I have to.” 

 How often do we view God’s Law as this little boy did? It’s an annoying requirement that 

gets in the way of what we actually want to do. Christ sums up the entirety of the Law with 

“love.” The first great commandment is that we love God with all our heart, soul, and mind. A 

second is like it, that we love our neighbor as ourselves. How perfect our world would be if we 

were able to keep this Law perfectly. The utopia that we could build would be amazing. The 

world around us, however, shows how difficult it is to show love to one another. Even little 

brothers can’t learn to love one another without the command of their father to do so. 

 With the limitations the commandments place on us, it might come as some relief that the 

real command is that we love. Love is a nice word; a nice feeling. Love seems easy, but is it? 

Love today has been assaulted. The word itself is almost meaningless at this point. “What is 

love?” becomes more and more appropriate a question when the most vocal definition in our 

country today is simply, “Love is love.” Stripped of all of its meaning, love has been sliced down 
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to meaning, “If it feels right to you, then it must be right.” It’s easier to live with this concept of 

love. Afterall, if love is letting every other person live as they please, it’s basically a free pass to 

not do anything yourself. But love is not a passive thing. 

 Love your neighbor. How? Love God. Loving and serving God is the primary 

commandment and from this command flow all other aspects of the Law. Removing the love of 

God from this most important primary position, leads to all kinds of evil. The Pharisees loved 

themselves before anything else. Their own pride was the driving force behind their seemingly 

righteous observance of the Law. Going back to the analogy from the beginning, The Pharisees 

are the brothers who refuse to embrace their brother. They are too proud, too full of themselves, 

to reach out to the other. They refuse the command of their Father and ultimately refuse His love. 

Other things often get in our way of the pure love of God. They are a trap we fall into as we try 

to do the right thing and sinful nature gets in the way. Several times throughout the Bible, such 

as with the rich young man or the betrayal of Judas, money takes the place of God as a person’s 

love turns toward worldly goods rather than heavenly riches. Or the desires of the flesh pull one 

away from the pure love of God for a fleeting moment of passion that this world calls love. What 

keeps you from loving God? What is the thing that keeps you from laying aside your own pride 

to reach out and embrace your brother? 

 None of these traps will be avoided entirely by us. Afterall, we are sinful. We cannot love 

perfectly. Thus, the Law condemns. The Law, as we heard in Deuteronomy this morning, is for 

our good (Deuteronomy 10:13). It shows us the error of our ways. It shows us we cannot love 

correctly. Paul wrote the often-quoted passage about love, “Love is patient and kind; love does 

not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 

resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1 Corinthians 13:4–7). Paul had to write 

these words to show the Corinthians because they did not have love. They lacked the love for 

one another in their church and they lacked an understanding of the love they should have for 

God. With all of this difficulty in defining love, in living out the love we know we should have, 

we have only one place to turn.  

 “We love because He first loved us,” John wrote (1 John 4:19). 
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 Love is, and only can be, defined by God. Thankfully the Bible includes many passages 

revealing this truth to us. “Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love” 

(1 John 4:8). This does not require us to define love to learn about God. Rather, we look to God 

to define love. True love is not found in how we love God or neighbor, but in how He loves us. 

Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends” 

(John 15:13). And He did just that. Paul writes, “God shows His love for us in that while we 

were still sinner, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). This sacrificial love of God for us is active 

and powerful. God did not sit idly by as humanity pursued its own desires. “For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 

life” (John 3:16). 

 The true nature of love came into our world in the figure of Jesus Christ. The Father’s 

love shown through His Son. Jesus came in our flesh as our Brother. Unlike the begrudging 

brother who reluctantly reached out, Jesus willingly and lovingly stretched out His arms to 

embrace you. Unlike the Pharisees, He laid aside His pride and humbled Himself. Your Brother 

embraced you in His death and resurrection. Your Brother is not limited in the flesh, but fully 

God joined in the flesh. Christ points the Pharisees to this fact. “What do you think of the Christ? 

Whose Son is He?” The Pharisees believed he was the son of David. They looked to Him as a 

figure to pattern their own life after to continue to earn their righteousness. They thought His 

love was limited. But Christ was not an example for Christians to live by to earn the love of the 

Father. He was not merely the son of David who was promised. The disciples were asked a 

similar question, “Who do you say that I am?” Simon declared, “You are the Christ, the Son of 

the living God” (Matthew 16:15–16). Jesus is the Son of God. He is not limited in His love. The 

love of God is for your good. The love of God brings life and salvation to you. 

 Love is not empty platitudes and feel-good words. Love is not a meaningless word with a 

variety of definitions. Love is not passive. 

God is love. He is not empty platitudes and feel-good words. He is not a meaningless god 

with a variety of forms and defining characteristics. God is not passive.  

God loves you. He showed His love for you. God actively sought reconciliation with man 

when we turned our backs on Him. He continues to come to us in His Word. We know our Lord 

through His loving word joined to the waters of Baptism. Through His love, we know how to 
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love Him. Through His love we know a love for our neighbor. We can embrace our brother. 

Sure, it might be a begrudging hug from us at time. Our love won’t be perfect, but we hold fast 

to His perfect love. 

In Jesus name. 


