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From the Desk of Pastor Mackey

Stewards of Time
Every October Grace looks at stewardship. As we
ought. After all, Adam was given to tend the Garden
(Gn 2:15), St. Paul says that he and his fellow
ministers should be considered as “stewards of
God’s mysteries” (1Co 4:1), and Jesus speaks many
parables of being faithful in the gifts God gives His
people (e.g. Mt 25:14-30).
Direction on being good
stewards falls under the full
counsel of God (Ac 20:27).
Therefore, we ought not shy
away from discussing the
needs of the church and how
we as Christians are to ensure
that the Gospel is proclaimed
in our midst and to the beneﬁt
of the world (cf. Mk 5:19-20).
Once again we’ll have
Stewardship (October 14) and
Loyalty (October 21) Sundays.
The ﬁrst Sunday usually has
an appeal made by a
congregation member and the
second is when many of us
make our yearly pledges to the
ﬁnances of the congregation. It’s all so that we can
get an idea of the next year’s income for budgeting
purposes. (We do our budget in November.) I think
of it being much like the magi traveling to the Christchild, bearing gifts (Mt 2:9-11).
I thank you for all your ﬁnancial contributions. I
also thank you for your contributions of ability and
time. Your gifts help to support the proclamation of
the Gospel and the administration of the Sacraments.
As a congregation, we are much like the women who
supported Jesus and the disciples during His earthly

ministry (Lk 8:1-3). As long as His people are
faithful, the apostolic ministry will continue among
us. Thanks be to God!
For this newsle?er article, I want to focus on our
use of time. After all, time also is a gift from God,
part of His creation for us His creatures to enjoy.
More than money, how we spend
our time indicates what’s
important to us. Just consider for a
moment how you spend your time,
and you might just ﬁgure out
what’s most important to you. As
Apostle Paul says to Pastor
Timothy: “We brought nothing
into this world, and it is certain
that we can carry nothing
out” (1Tm 6:7).
I’ve been considering how I spend
my time because of the new
arrangement of training a vicar and
having him serve our campus
ministry. Last month I a?ended the
Vicarage Supervisors’ Conference
up in Fort Wayne. I got to meet
with both the Vicarage Placement
Directors and the Synod’s head of Pastoral
Education. I also a?ended some sessions on
strengthening the vicar in certain areas like
preaching, teaching, and counseling. (I also got to
hang out some with my vicarage supervisor, Pastor
Dave Nehrenz from Trinity, Norman, OK. He’s on
vicar number 29!) The common consensus among the
supervisors was that vicars require about 10 more
hours work a week. Still, the extra hours are worth it
because the hope is that this man will be a be?er
pastor for God’s people, in whatever part of the
Continued on pg. 3

On Wednesday evenings at Grace, a small group
has been meeting for a brief prayer service and then
to read our Lutheran Confessions. We are a confessing church. What does this mean? It means we speak
the faith before God, to one another, and to the
world. We hold fast to the creeds of the historic
Church—which, too, are confessions of the faith we
have in Jesus Christ for the salvation of our souls.
These creeds (also called the Ecumenical Creeds) are
the ﬁrst documents contained in the Book of Concord, along with seven others. Our pastors and
teachers must subscribe unconditionally to these
confessions. Likewise, our congregation has subscribed to them. Because of their importance, our
small group has been taking the time to read them
each Wednesday.
Why is the Book of Concord so important? It’s
because the Book of Concord is about Jesus. It
speaks of Jesus’ life and death for us and the great
gifts that we receive by faith in Him. It reminds us
that we are all called to a lovingly respond to Him
but that response of love does not earn our salvation.
Within its pages is contained the confessions of faith
made by intrepid Christians who wholeheartedly
loved the Lord Jesus and His cross. Those Christians
often faced death or ruin because they refused to
compromise their faith in the Gospel.
The confessions of faith contained in the Book of
Concord are a public witness and testimony to what
the Bible teaches. They give clear, unambiguous, and
certain witness to the Christian faith. This is why

Lutherans have sought to remain faithful to these
confessions.
Concordia is the Latin name for the Book of Concord. It comes from two Latin words meaning
“with” and “heart.” Concordia also means harmony
and unity. We greatly rejoice that we have harmony
and unity with all who have made the confessions of
faith in The Book of Concord their own. When the
Book of Concord was ﬁrst published in 1580 and
1584 over 8,100 professors, pastors, teachers, and
other church ministers—along with 86 rulers, territories, and cities—pledged themselves unconditionally
to these Lutheran Confessions. Lutheran churches,
pastors, and teachers still today promise to teach
faithfully in accordance with these Confessions.
Each month we’ll introduce here a confessional
document from The Book of Concord. The vows our
pastors make at Ordination provide a listing of the
seven Symbolical books we’ll look at (each title is in
bold):
P
Do you confess the Unaltered Augsburg
Confession to be a true exposition of Holy
Scripture and a correct exhibition of the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church?
And do you confess that the Apology of the
Augsburg Confession, the Small and Large
Catechisms of Martin Luther, the Smalcald
Articles, the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, and the Formula of Concord—as these are contained in the Book of
Concord—are also in agreement with this
one scriptural faith?
R
Yes, I make these Confessions my own because
they are in accord with the Word of God? †
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vineyard the Lord gives him to labor.
Also, I’ve been requiring the vicar to keep track
of his hours. I picked up a weekly planner for him,
which I check periodically. Time management is of
vital importance in any vocation. One of my tasks as
his supervisor is to make sure that the vicar has
enough time to accomplish his tasks (sermon and
Bible study preparation, visitation of students and
congregational members, devotions and prayers,
etc.) as well as time to care for himself and his family.
Although he is a vicar (and is shaping up to be an
excellent pastor), his vocation as husband is of a
greater priority (cf. Gn 2:24; 1Tm 3:4-5).
How do you spend your time? Are you serving
God and loving your neighbor? Do you come to
church and gladly hear and learn God’s Word? It
may seem like pastors are always saying that you
need to come to church all the time and constantly be
in prayer and the Scriptures (which would be a good
thing to do, so says the Third Commandment and 1
Thessalonians 5:16-18). But the command to worship
God and be recreated by His Word is simply,
“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.”
God’s command is to keep the Sabbath day, one day
out of seven. He commands it not so that He can
make sure your dutiful li?le Christians, but for your
good and wellbeing. You need the rest that He oﬀers.

You need the forgiveness He doles out. You need
Church and the gifts He freely gives. These gifts are
for you and for all the world. Thanks be to God that
they are made available to you here in Muncie,
Indiana.
I ask you—just as I’ve been asking the vicar—
how did you spend your time this week? Were you
faithful with the gift of time God has given you? Did
you use the hours for God’s glory and your
neighbor’s beneﬁt?
I’d like to leave you with an expression of
Luther’s (which I ﬁrst heard from Pastor Ma?hew
Harrison, the president of our beloved Synod—you
can read an excellent article he’s posted about it at
h?p://higherthings.org/myht/articles/catechesis/
empty-sack-harrison: Think of going to church with
an empty sack. Whenever you are receiving
absolution for your sins and hearing the Word and
partaking of the Sacrament, God is ﬁlling your sack.
It’s all in the bag. Then, throughout the week, you
give out the forgiveness, grace, and mercy you
received from Jesus to others who need it. Then the
next Sunday you come back to church, again with an
empty sack, readied to be ﬁlled with God’s gracious
and lavish and rich gifts. I like that image of
stewardship. †
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From the Vicar’s Desk

A Few Words about Stewardship
Stewardship is the job of supervising or taking
care of something, such as an organization or
property. When we think of stewardship in the
Bible, the Parable of the Unjust Steward (Luke 16:113) may come to mind. This unjust steward does not
properly supervise or take care of the things that he
has been appointed. He steals from his master by
allowing his master’s debtors to reduce their bills.
Of course, the main point of this parable is not “do
not steal from your master,” although this is
certainly true. Rather, in this parable, Jesus explains
that Christians are to be as shrewd with what they
have been given as the rest of the world.
We are to be stewards of what God has given us.
We are to rightly use what we have to honor God.
In Luther’s explanation of the First Article of the
Creed, he says,
“[God] has given me my body and
soul, eyes, ears, and all my members,
my reason and all my senses, and still
takes care of them. He also gives me
clothing and shoes, food and drink,
house and home, wife and children,
land, animals, and all that I have. He
richly and daily provides me with all
that I need to support this body and
life.”
God gives us these things. They are His to
give as he wishes. They are not rightfully
ours. The measures of oil and measures of
wheat in Luke 16 did not belong to the
debtors but they belonged to the master. The
debtors served the master by giving back to
the master what is owed him. Likewise we are
given these things so that we might help and
assist our neighbor who is in need. When we
do this, when we give freely and are good
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stewards, God is gloriﬁed.
Simply assisting our neighbor who is in need
and giving to God and the Church is not enough.
What ma?ers is the temperament of the heart.
Martin Luther explains giving and proper
stewardship in this way,
“God is pleased when I worship and
honor Him with all my heart. Abel’s
oﬀering (Genesis 4:4) was pleasing
and acceptable because he oﬀered it
in the fear of God and in faith and
because he strove to show his
grateful heart by his gift. For when
the heart is oﬀered, this is a gift that
is very gratifying indeed to God.”
We give out of love for God and love for our
neighbor. We are stewards of what God has given
us—he has given us everything. Everything we
have in this life is ours because of God’s gracious
love for us. We have incredible and wonderful
opportunities to be good stewards of what has given
us. This is one of the many blessings we have as
Christians. †

Ladies Aid/LWML
The ladies of Christ Lutheran Church, Noblesville, would like to invite you to our Fall retreat, Holiday
Peace, One Piece at a Time. We are very excited to have Emily
Rogers, past district LWML president, as our guest speaker on
October 20th. Emily has actually served the LWML Indiana
District twice as president. The focus of this retreat is help us think
about and ﬁnd God’s peace in the midst of busy holiday
preparations.
If you have a favorite quilt that you would like to bring, we would
love to see it. Please a?ach a 3x5 card to it telling the history of the
quilt, if you know it.
On October 20th, registration will begin at 8:45. The cost of
$20 includes a breakfast goodie, drinks, lunch, and retreat
materials. Our day will end at 3:00. There will be time in the
Word, music, service, beautiful quilts, and more. To register, see
Diana James or call (765) 358-4446 by October 14.

Rummage Sale
Rummage may be brought in and placed in the Sunday school room marked “Rummage.” beginning
October 7. Please have all rummage at church before 1 p.m. Sunday, October 14.
October 14 Rummage sorting after 2nd service
October 15 Rummage sorting 9:00 a.m.. - 11:00 a.m.
October 16 Rummage sale 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
October 17 Rummage sale 8:30 a.m.- 11a.m.
Clean up from 11 am - 1 pm.
Volunteers are needed to help sort, price, on the days of the sale, and for clean up on Wednesday, please
contact Diana James and let her know she that she can count on your help. (765) 358-4446.

Community Assistance Day
The following are Co-chairs of our Community Assistance Day and the areas of service. If you would
like more information or would like to help in a particular area you may contact the Co-chair directly or
simply sign up on the back table. We need at least 50 volunteers to help with this event.
John and Jane Harman—Chair (765) 284-9248
Mary Painter—Registration (812) 599-6108
Ben Baker— Host/Hostess (812) 371-1925
Jack and Dixie Elsesser— Coats, Blankets, etc. (765) 744-0704
Judi Pape— Grocery purchasing and children’s clothing (765) 744-7937
Ann and Randy Willmann—Waiting room and food distribution (765) 499-0382
Linda Cook—Security (765) 729-0262
Vicar VanHemert—BSU Volunteers (563) 607-3737
Carrie Hill—Kitchen (765) 744-6836
We need the most help in the coat distribution area, as our guests try on coats for the best ﬁt.
The set up will be a diﬀerent this year with coats in the Fellowship Hall and the blankets and other items in
the double classroom.
Please plan to join us on October 21 after 2nd Service as we start our set up for the big day. Food packing
will be elevated to make it easier on our low back! Lunch is provided.
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Announcements
Planning Council
The Planning Council meeting for October has
been cancelled for October 2.
Food Pantry
The signs of fall are in the air, we would like to
start stocking up for the holidays. Any items you
would normally use in your home would be greatly
appreciated. Our pantry supplies are low in the
following areas: dish soap, paper products, boxed
potatoes, pancake mix & syrup, tuna/chicken, pasta
& pasta sauce, peanut bu?er & jelly, Jello, pork &
beans, canned fruit, canned veggies, and corn muﬃn
mix. Food may be placed by the doors of the pantry
or at the bell tower and oﬃce entrances.
TLC
Bible Study will meet in October after the
summer hiatus. Classes will be in the Library at
9:30 a.m. on October 8 and 22.

Music Mondays
Our choirs are practicing on Mondays and we
can always use new ringers and singers. Handbells
will meet at 6:15 p.m. in the sanctuary and Vocal Choir
meets in the downstairs choir room at 7:15 p.m.
Chat n Chew
Join your friends from Grace for lunch at
Mancino’s on Bethel on October 15 at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch is on your own. Please be sure to RSVP to
Diana James or to the Church oﬃce by October 14 so
we will have a place for everyone.

Medicare Part D Open House
Thrivent representative Michelle Walker will be
hosting a Medicare Part D Open House Wednesday,
November 13, 1-3pm, at Grace Lutheran Church. She
will work with individuals to research their
Medicare Part D options on a ﬁrst come, ﬁrst serve
basis. The congregation, along with family and
friends are invited to participate. If you have any
questions, please contact Michelle Walker, (765) 2122307 or by email at Michelle.Walker@Thrivent.com.
Sleeping Mats
10 Sleeping mats were delivered to Orphan
Grain Train in September. Many thanks to the ladies
of Grace that crocheted them. This project is ongoing.
Bags are still being collected. If you would like to
help make the mats, contact Janet Walker.
Coats Still Needed
Community Assistance Day is October 27. We
are still in need of 2XL and larger coats adult coats,
blankets, and throws. Collection boxes are still in the
education hallway.

Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters meet the 2nd and 4th Monday of
each month, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. We will
meet October 8 and 22, questions, contact Cathy
Branscome at (765) 759-5285.
Stewardship Board
October is Stewardship month at Grace.
Stewardship Sunday is October 14 and Loyalty
Sunday is October 21. Please give prayerful thought
to how you will share you gifts of time, talent, and
treasure to advance Christ’s work in our
congregation.
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Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity

Twentieth Sunday after Trinity
Stewardship Sunday

Twenty-ﬁrst Sunday after Trinity
Loyalty Sunday

Reformation Day (Observed)
St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

28

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

21

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation
After Services—Rummage Sorting

14

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

7

Sun

Reformation Day

30
7:00 p.m. Boards Meet

29

31

24
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. LCMS U Bible Study
Rm 308 Student Center
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

23 St. James, Brother of Jesus,
and Martyr
8:30 a.m. Matins
1-2p.m.Parish Services

22
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

10
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. LCMS U Bible Study
Rm 308 Student Center
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

3
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. LCMS U Bible Study
Rm 308 Student Center
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

Wed

17
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:00-11:00 a.m. Rummage Sale
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. LCMS U Bible Study
Rm 308 Student Center
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

9
8:30 a.m. Matins

2
8:30 a.m. Matins

Tue

15
16
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:00 a.m. Pastor and Vicar @
9:00 a.m. Rummage Sorting Winkel
11:30 a.m. Chat n Chew
8 a.m.– 2 p.m. Rummage Sale
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

8
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

1

Mon

Thu

25
8:30 a.m. Matins

18 St. Luke, Evangelist
8:00 a.m. Pastor & Vicar
@ Confessions Study

11
8:30 a.m. Matins

4
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. CAD Meeting

October 2018

26

19

12

5

Fri

27
8 a.m. - Noon: CAD
3:30 p.m.
Ludwig Wedding

20

13

6

Sat

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR OCTOBER
Acolytes
7th
14th
21st
28th

Elise Boyd
Jacob Ludwig
Colton McCoy
Emilee Smith

Greeters
7th
14th
21st
28th

Joe and Renee Hughes
Dave and Allyson Price
John and Jane Harman
Drew and Karah Leach

Assisting Elder

Ushers

8:00 a.m. Dave Heinkel
10:30 a.m. John Harman & Rob Myers

8:00 a.m. Dave Heinkel
10:30 a.m. John Pape & Glenn Branscome

Camera Operator

Altar Guild

7th
14th
21st
28th

Gloria LaGrange
Jordan Mack
Sandy Love

Glenn Branscome
Shea Hill
Devon Hill
Eric McCoy

Birthdays
10/1
10/5
10/6
10/7
10/8
10/12
10/17
10/18
10/19
10/21
10/24
10/26
10/31

Jacob Ludwig
Alex Canada
Jeﬀrey Wehmueller
John Pape
Norm Stalbaum
Melinda Otwinowski
Mike Mark
Daniel Ludwig
Alex Shaeﬀer
Austin Brammer
Garre? Cahoe
Renee Hughes
Shaina Wurdeman
Hazel Hindsley
Mary Painter
Max Canada
Chase Brammer
Rick Hill

Anniversarys
10/2
10/11
10/17
10/29

Jim and Laura Shaeﬀer
Joe and Renee Hughes
Eric and Debbie McCoy
Emily and Zach Stephens

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Oﬃce: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

October 7 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
“At Last!” Sermon Text: Genesis 2:18-25
Rev. William Mueller
Marriage. What does that word communicate for
you? For the happily married it expresses warmth,
love, acceptance, and togetherness. For the
divorced, single, widowed or lonely it may bring
other meanings. What does God have to say about
this…and what about those not married?
October 14 – Twenty-ﬁrst Sunday after Pentecost
“Born to Die?” - Sermon Text: Psalm 90
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
We are going to die – because we are sinners.
Much more can be said, however – because of Jesus
Christ.

October 21– Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
“Looking Back” - Sermon Text: Ecclesiastes 5:10-20
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
When you reﬂect on your life and think of the
choices you have made, what gave you the most
joy? For those at life’s end, a relationship with Jesus
is treasured above all things. It is He who chose you
and in whom you will ﬁnd the greatest joy.
October 28 – Reformation Day Observed
“Set Free!” - Sermon Text: John 8:31-36
Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege
Only Christ Jesus can set us free from sin and
death. He did this by His substitutionary death and
resurrection. The Reformation brought back the
Biblical truths that only the Son sets us free, only
through the Word are we set free, and we are set
free by faith alone, not by works.

