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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven 

times?” “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.” 

70 times 7 is 490. Does it matter? How many of us want to keep count that many times 

someone requires our forgiveness? How many of us even give someone a second chance? Let 

alone a four hundred ninetieth chance. No, the number doesn’t matter, the fact is that we are to 

forgive without thought of how many times or how much we are forgiving. We are to forgive as 

often and as freely as God forgives us. 

If this sounds familiar, it should! We daily pray, “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us.” If we take a more literal translation of the prayer recorded in 

Matthew, “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” Unlike the servant in the parable, the 

mercy shown to us must not be wasted. It must not be discarded and rejected by running off and 

doing as we please apart from the will of God. Unlike the servant, God’s mercy must reach our 

heart. “With what shall I come before the Lord?” Prophet Micah writes. Thousands of sacrifices 

would not pay for the sin of the soul if they were merely outward acts. Even the justice and 

kindness and humbling of oneself accounts for nothing if the wayward heart continues to stray. 

The outward actions of the steward reveal an inner truth. The steward does not value the mercy 

shown by his master. What do we reveal by our outward actions? What sinfulness do we cover 

by focusing on the outer deeds? How do we hide ourselves and cover who we truly are? 

Jesus warns what happens when forgiveness is refused. I know each one of us here can 

recall a time when we have failed at this. We might have said the words “I forgive you,” but in 

our heart we held a grudge. Maybe we avoided someone as best we could to not deal with the 

real issue. Or, like the servant in the parable, we placed a requirement on our forgiveness. The 

servant required payment on the debt. Do you require payment and a show of how sorry your 

brother is? Do you withhold forgiveness until he asks in just the right way? Do you delay in your 

forgiveness to make him feel uncertain of your compassion and squirm as he tries desperately to 
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make amends? As Jesus says, “So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do 

not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

What great a debt we have accrued over the years! Born into the debt of our parents, we 

have done nothing but pile on more and more. Digging ourselves in deeper and deeper. One 

more math problem may be appropriate here. The ten thousand talent debt of the servant in our 

parable is not easy for us today to wrap our minds around. One talent was equal to twenty years 

laboring at your job. This man owed ten thousand. With a little math, the man would only be 

able to pay off his debt with two hundred thousand years of labor. Needless to say, the man’s 

punishment for his lack of forgiveness was an eternal sentence. How this man ended up in this 

position of debt is not relevant. It is a ludicrous amount. Jesus uses it here with no explanation. 

The importance lies in the fact that this man has no hope to pay the debt he owes to the Lord. 

Likewise, we have no hope of paying our debt to the Lord. 

The debt we owed, the debt all of humanity owed, has been paid by Christ. Not with 

silver or gold, for no amount of precious metals could reach the great height of the outstanding 

payments we owed to our Father. The only price that could cover so great a debt was the 

precious blood of our Lord and Savior. All the payments for sin of the Old Testament pointed 

forward to Christ’s payment for your sins. This was done, as it says in our parable, because of 

pity for you. No merit or worthiness on your part. No small amount of money to pay toward the 

debt yourself. 

God the Father has forgiven your debt. As with an earthly debt, there is no such thing as a 

debt with no payment. If the debt is forgiven, then the master has agreed to pay the difference out 

of his own pocket. God has paid for you in full, not sparing His own Son for the sake of your 

salvation. “God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinner, Christ died for us” 

(Romans 5:8). Jesus relates this love shown by the Father in the mercy the king shows to the 

servant in our parable. This servant with insurmountable debt, a chief of sinners, finds 

compassion and mercy. You have been shown that compassion and mercy already today as you 

confessed your sins and received the absolution from the pastor as from God Himself. 

You were shown that great compassion at your baptism when you were released from 

your servitude to sin and made to walk humbly with your God. The burden of your debt was 

lifted off you in the restoring waters. The hands of debt that would strangle you have been 
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removed. Sharing in the forgiveness won for you on the cross, you are now joined to Christ. You 

are in the favor of the Father. He smiles upon you, no longer looking at your debt, but embracing 

you as His beloved child. Just as parents love their children even when they stray, your heavenly 

Father loves you. You daily sin much and deserve nothing but punishment, but your Father does 

not look at your sins or deny your prayers because of them. Rather, He regards you as His dear 

child. You require His forgiveness daily. And daily He forgives you richly.  

Joined to Christ, living in His forgiveness, you can forgive others. You don’t need to be 

concerned with desperately gathering wealth or compensation for our own righteousness or 

salvation. You don’t need to hold others accountable when they too have been forgiven their 

debts by our Lord. Sharing in the love of Christ, our love for one another is not caught up in 

petty debates, disagreements, or grudges. St. Peter writes, “Above all, keep loving one another 

earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8). And as St. Paul writes to the 

Philippians “It is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 

discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day 

of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and 

praise of God” (Philippians 1:9–11). 

In Jesus’ name. 


