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From the Desk of Pastor Mackey

For All the Saints and a D.Min. Project
Five years ago, we celebrated the 75th
Anniversary of Grace congregation. We rejoiced in
how God has blessed this church on the corner of
Reserve St. and Beechwood Ave. and our neighbors
with the Gospel taught in its truth and purity. Lord,
continue to graciously bless us so!
As part of our celebration, we spent 75 days
looking at our history, exploring our identity as a
congregation. We sent invitations to former pastors
for the big day. Pastor Kevin Karner, our longest
tenured pastor, preached. A picture booklet of our
history was put together. We
considered our impact on our
community and began
Community Assistance Day.
Larry Koss, our only remaining
founding member, was
interviewed by Muncie Star
Press. And I made a small
contribution with bulletin
inserts on Artifacts of Grace—
signiﬁcant physical objects in
our church building like our
original steeple cross, the Easter
banner, and the Sunday School
mural. These items and their
stories are vitally important
because they remind us who
we are and why we are here.
As is our custom, on the
ﬁrst Sunday of November we observe All Saints’ Day
(November 1). We include the names of
congregational members who passed into Glory the
last year during the Prayer of the Church and ring
the bell. We’re celebrating what God has done for
those saints, especially for caring for them

throughout their earthly lives, for giving them faith
in His Son, and for granting them each a blessed
death. And we rejoice in the hope that we will see
them again in the life of the world to come. This year
we remember Steve Ludwig, Paul Hummel, Virginia
Lucas, Larry Koss, Barbara Waller, Martha
Eckelman, and Evelyn Rector. They have gone before
us to join the saints in heaven, now part of that
glorious company with the patriarchs, prophets, and
apostles, with angels and archangels! Alleluia!
These people have shaped our identity as a
congregation. They are at the
tail of those coming out of the
Great Tribulation to worship
God and the Lamb day and
night in heaven. Many have
come before them. As we
remember their stories, and
thereby remember what God
has done for them, our identity
is shaped by them. It’s just as
we often identify ourselves and
are identiﬁed by others by our
relationships, especially as
parents or siblings or spouses. I
am the son of Jimmie and
Marilyn, brother of Dave, Luke,
Ma9, and Zach, and husband of
Brenda. If I were a parent, I’d
also be father of so-and-so. But
I’m also pastor of Grace congregation and you. These
relationships identify who I am. And I’m grateful to
God for them. How about you? How do you identify
yourself? Do you recognize your connection to Grace
because of its members (like a family) or is it more an
institutional connection (like a school or job) or a
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consumeristic connection (like a favorite restaurant
or sports team)?
How about beyond Grace? After all, we are one
member of a much larger group. We might ﬁrst
broaden it to include our synod, The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, and its some 6,000
congregations. We could broaden it even further to
include the denominational moniker of Lutheran—at
least, with those Lutherans who are not only
Lutheran in name but also confession like the
Lutheran Church in Canada or the Siberian
Evangelical Lutheran Church, and the 56 other
church bodies the LCMS has a relationship with.
Then again, what about our relationship with all
believers in Christ. After all, even a seven-year-old
child knows that the Church is all Christ’s sheep who
hear His voice. What we call the Kingdom of Christ
on earth, or Christendom.
But we don’t need to just broaden our
relationship according to space, that is, distance
around the planet. What about history and time? Our
identity is clearly shaped by the great teacher of the
Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is he the only one? Do
these people ma9er if we don’t know their stories?
What does it mean to be Lutheran? (That’s a very
Lutheran question to ask.) What does it mean to be
Christian? What does it mean to be a Missouri Synod
Lutheran? What does it mean to be a member of
Grace congregation? And do the lives of others who
are these things help to answer these questions? I
think they most certainly do.
We began answering these questions when I
ﬁrst came to Grace in 2011. Our Sunday morning
Bible study was entitled “Biblical Biographies.”
Awful name, I know. But I think it was a great study.
We took both the Old (ﬁrst part) and New
Testaments (second part) in survey, that is, we
covered the entire Bible. We do it by looking at the
people (the good, the bad, and the ugly) in
chronological order. Our study took almost two
years, but I still remember much of what we covered.
Admi9edly, even I have forgo9en some. Sleep does
that, right?
What I’m thinking of doing for my Doctor of
Ministry (D.Min.) project—which is in partial
fulﬁllment of the degree—is to add a third part to
that study: Church History. We would spend a year

learning about the more prominent individuals in the
history of Christ’s Church. Some of them we’ve
heard of, like Augustine and Athanasius. Many may
be new to us, like Polycarp and Thomas Aquinas.
Not all of them will be good guys (like the archheretics Arius and Pelagius), but all will have had an
impact on the Church and, therefore, on you. Please,
let me know what you think.
In any case, let us all take a moment to reﬂect on
those who’ve gone before us in the faith. What has
God done for them? How has He used them in love
toward us, their neighbors? I think, if we take such a
moment, each of us will have ample cause to rejoice
for all the saints . †
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Many of our sister congregations in The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (and quite a few
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) have
the le9ers U.A.C. as part of their names and
inscribed on their cornerstones. The le9ers refer to
this speciﬁc document in our Book of Concord, the
Unaltered Augsburg Confession of A.D. 1530. How
did this document come about? Why “unaltered”?
In 1521 Martin Luther and his teachings were
banned at the imperial Diet of Worms. Holy Roman
Emperor Charles V ordered the end to all a9empts
to reform the church according to Luther’s ideals.
In 1529 Turkish imperial forces (from modern
day Turkey, which still to this day is a Muslim
nation) laid siege to Vienna. Charles wanted support
for his war. He also felt that he needed to deal with
the doctrinal reformation that Luther had started
because the German nobility had protested the
Pope’s authority and withdrew their lands and
resources three years earlier in 1526. In January 1530
Emperor Charles V called for the Lutheran princes
and cities to come before an imperial Diet (a
meeting) in Augsburg later that June. This would be
an opportunity for Charles to consolidate his forces
and power. It would also be an opportunity for the
German nobility to confess their faith.
Because Luther had been excommunicated by
the Pope and declared an outlaw by the Emperor, he
would’ve been arrested and perhaps executed if he
dared to travel to Augsburg. Therefore, Philip
Melanchthon (a fellow professor at Wi9enberg and
friend of Luther) headed the Saxon theologians.

Philip Melanchthon is the author of the
Augsburg Confession. He was in contact with
Luther by mail but Luther could only advise from a
distance in Coburg (some 160 miles from Augsburg).
Melanchthon also wrote the Apology to the
Augsburg Confession and the Treatise on the Power
and Primacy of the Pope.
Over the years Melanchthon adjusted (altered) to
the Augsburg Confession, most of which were over
the language of the document. However, the most
signiﬁcant alterations were from 1540-1542, where
Melanchthon tried to reconcile the document to the
views of John Calvin and his followers on the Lord’s
Supper. Calvin and his friends rejected that Christ’s
body and blood are truly present (what we call Real
Presence) with the bread and the wine in the
Sacrament. Melanchthon eliminated language of
Real Presence to make the Augsburg Confession
acceptable to the Calvinists. John Calvin himself
subscribed to the altered Augsburg Confession in
1540. At the same time, such alterations made the
revised Augsburg Confession unacceptable to those
who signed it ten years earlier. As a result,
subscription to the Unaltered Augsburg Confession
(U.A.C.) became the standard among the Lutherans.
In reading the Augsburg Confession, you’ll
notice that it not only seeks to show the diﬀerences
between the Lutherans and the Papal party, but that
it also seeks to show the orthodoxy (correct
teaching) and catholicity (agreement with the
Church throughout the ages) of what Lutherans
believe, teach, and confess about Christ and Him
cruciﬁed. †
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Quarterly Income and Expense Update from the Board of Stewardship
Our expenses exceeded our
revenue in the ﬁrst 9 months by
$27,408, partly because of timing of
expected revenues. Expenses
exceeded our budget by $4,614,
primarily due to necessary
maintenance and repair expenses on
church properties. Revenue was
under budget by $23,660. But the
budget included an $18,000
distribution from the investment
portfolio which was not taken
during the ﬁrst 9 months. This
distribution, perhaps more than the
amount budgeted, will be taken in
the last quarter so the negative
variance is
expected to be
signiﬁcantly reduced by year end.
Oﬀerings continue to modestly
exceed the amount budgeted.
*A word of explanation:
“Dedicated funds” represent an
allocation of our main checking
account for speciﬁc designated
purposes. The dedicated fund
allocations are periodically reviewed
by the Stewardship Board

QUARTERLY INCOME AND EXPENSES UPDATE Thru Sep 30, 2018

Year-to-date
Actual 9 months

Budget 9 months

Total Income

159,827

183,487

Total Expense

187,235

182,621

-27,408

QUARTERLY CASH BALANCES
ACTUAL
Ending Balance:

866

ACTUAL

12/31/2017

9/30/2018

Checkbook

51,948

49,147

Luth Church Ext Fund

8,773

8,773

Dedicated Funds *

(31,799)

(56,173)

Net cash available

28,922

1,747

40,000

40,000

Mutual Funds
Portfolio Cash
Portfolio Tot Value

412,189
22,586
434,775

416,478
35,074
451,552

Campus Ded Funds
Campus Cash Acct
Ded Funds Variance

(38,548)
38,548
0

(42,555)
42,555
0

Planned Giving Gifts

Community Assistance Day
October 27, 2018 was our sixth Community
Assistance Day. We had our ﬁrst ﬁve years ago as
part of our 75th Anniversary. We had given a lot of
thought about “Who we are” as a congregation, “In
this place” on the corner of Reserve and Beechwood,
and “For our neighbors” in Muncie, in the Ball State
community, and in central Indiana. One of our
members, Dale Huhnke, approached me about this
project. Others like Kathi Gilland, Linda Cook, Janet
Walker, and Dixie Elsesser (just to name a few)
jumped on board, eager to serve those with greater
need in our community. Jane and John Harman have
picked up the mantel and are leading our eﬀorts
now. We have heard Christ’s mandate: “Just as I
have loved you, you also are to love one another. By
this all people will know that you are My disciples, if
you have love for one another” (Jn 13:34-35). All
those mentioned and all of those who were present
that day to love our neighbors, impressed and
inspired this pastor. Thank you for serving our
neighbors. Thank you for displaying Christ’s love to
one another.
We can love because Christ has ﬁrst loved us.
He has given us the example of giving Himself—
taking on our poverty, suﬀering our punishment,
living perfectly for our obedience, dying our death,
and rising for our life. Because we have His love—a
love from which we can’t be separated—we are free
to love and serve our neighbor. In so doing, we love
Christ. I think Dr. Luther’s words are appropriate for
the day’s activities:
We should learn well how to please Christ. We
do please Him by dedicating our entire life with
all possible diligence solely to the service of our
neighbor. Down, down, says Christ; you will ﬁnd
Me in the poor; you are rising too high if you do
not look for Me there. Therefore this high
command of love should really be wri9en on all
the foreheads of the poor with le9ers of gold that
we may see and grasp how close Christ is to us
on earth. And yet even this would not help if
Christ Himself did not impress this truth on the
heart. The Holy Spirit has wri9en it often enough.
He who will not read it there will not read it at
all, no ma9er where you write it (What Luther
Says, No. 600).
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Christ and His Holy Spirit have wri9en the command to love
the poor on our hearts. In serving them, we serve Him—not to earn
His favor, because we already have that—but to live in freedom to
love our neighbors. The Lord blessed surely us as we served those
who come through our doors that day.

Clothe A Child
My how the time ﬂies. It seems like last month we were
looking forward to spring but here it is, November and time to
think about the kids at Be9er Way. For those who don’t know
what Be9er Way is, it is a safe haven to mothers and their children
who have been physically and emotionally abuse by their spouses
or others. Some of the women and children are able to move on
with li9le help after a few weeks. Some move back in to the same
situation. All we can do for those families is to pray that they
receive strength and protection from God. Most families,
however, receive more long term help from the Be9er Way
organization.
This is where Grace comes in. For several years now we have
provided clothing for the children in time for Christmas. Ladies
Aid has provided either a bible story or a bible (for the older ones).
Please donate what you can to help purchase clothing for these
school age children. Just put your donation into an envelope and
mark it for Clothe A Child. Checks should be made to Grace
Lutheran Church. and put Clothe A child in the memo box.
We hope to clothe between 12 and 15 children. We also need
volunteers to help with the shopping on December 6th at 5:30 pm.
Please let me know if you can help. We all have a wonderful
evening together with the kids and the Moms.
God’s blessings to you and your family.
Robyn Clamme
765 348-8473
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Food Pantry
God has surely blessed us! We are
only in need of Thanksgiving food items;
stuffing, cornbread mix, cranberry sauce,
pie crust mix, gravy, etc. and paper
products. Food may be placed by the
doors of the pantry or at the bell tower
and oﬃce entrances.

Thanksgiving Food Baskets
During the Thanksgiving season Parish Services
desire to help Grace families by distributing food
baskets to members in need, members extended
family in need, or referrals by Grace members of
friends in need. Baskets will be shared on Monday,
November 18. If you know of a family or individual
who would beneﬁt from this type of assistance,
please contact Ann Willmann at (765) 499-0382, or
the church oﬃce at (765) 282-2537.
TLC
Bible Study will meet in November, with classes
in the Library at 9:30 a.m. on November 5 and 19.

Music Mondays
Our choirs are practicing on Mondays and we
can always use new ringers and singers. Handbells
will meet at 6:15 p.m. in the sanctuary and Vocal Choir
meets in the downstairs choir room at 7:15 p.m.
Chat n Chew
Join your friends from Grace for lunch at
Applebee’s on November 19 at 11:30 a.m. Lunch is
on your own. Please be sure to RSVP to Diana James
or to the Church oﬃce by November 18 so we will
have a place for everyone.
Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters meet the 2nd and 4th Monday of
each month, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. We will
meet November 12 and 26, questions, contact Cathy
Branscome at (765) 759-5285.

Medicare Part D Open House
Thrivent representative Michelle
Walker will be hosting a Medicare Part
D Open House Wednesday, November
13, 1-3pm, at Grace Lutheran Church.
She will work with individuals to
research their Medicare Part D options
on a ﬁrst come, ﬁrst serve basis. The
congregation, along with family and
friends are invited to participate. If you have any
questions, please contact Michelle Walker, (765) 2122307 or by email at Michelle.Walker@Thrivent.com.
Ladies Aid Flowers
Our charge for altar ﬂowers has increased to $15
per bouquet or $30 for both bouquets on a Sunday.
We are very fortunate that this is the ﬁrst increase
from our ﬂorist in quite a few years. We all enjoy the
beautiful ﬂowers on the altar each Sunday, so we
hope that our members will continue to support the
beautiﬁcation of our church. The 2019 Flower Chart
will be up in November.
Joan Anderson, Ladies Aid treasurer

Poinsettia Orders
Poinse9ia order envelopes are on the back table
in the sanctuary. The plants are $10.00. You may
dedicate a plant or simply make a donation to help
defray the cost of plants needed to ﬁll the stands.
Please place your order envelope with payment in
the box on the back table, in the oﬀering plate or
bring it to the church oﬃce. Make checks payable to
Grace.

Advent Meals
Meals will be served prior to 7:00 p.m. Advent
worship services on Wednesday, December 5,12, and
19. Meals will be served from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. The
freewill oﬀerings received will be used at the
discretion of the serving organization. A sign up
sheet is on the back table in the Sanctuary.
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20
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:00 a.m. Winkle @ Grace

19
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC
11:30 a.m. Chat n Chew@
Apple Bee’s
1-2p.m.Parish Services
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir

26
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters

18 Twenty-ﬁfth Sunday after Trinity

25 Last Sunday of the Church Year

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

27
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Boards Meet

13
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:00—3:00 p.m. Thrivent @
Grace-Medicare Part D
7:00 p.m. Voters Assembly

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

11 Twenty-fourth Sunday after Trinity 12
8:30 a.m. Matins
8 a.m. Divine Service
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

Tue

6
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00p.m. Planning Council

All Saints Day (Observed)

Mon

5
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

4

Sun

28
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
4:00 p.m. LCMS U Bible Study
Rm 308 Student Center
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

21
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Eve
Divine Service

14
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
4:00 p.m. LCMS U Bible Study
Rm 308 Student Center
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

7
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
4:00 p.m. LCMS U Bible Study
Rm 308 Student Center
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer/
Confessions Study

Wed

29
8:30 a.m. Matins

Oﬃce Closed

22 Day of Thanksgiving

15
8:00 a.m. Pastor & Vicar
@ Confessions Study

8
8:30 a.m. Matins

1
All Saints Day
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. CAD After
Action Meeting

Thu

November 2018

Oﬃce Closed

30 St. Andrew, Apostle

23

16

9

2

Fri

24

17

10

3

Sat

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR NOVEMBER
Acolytes
4th
11th
18th
21st
25th

Elise Boyd
Jacob Ludwig
Colton McCoy
Emilee Smith

Greeters
4th
11th
18th
25th

Brian and Kathryn Ludwig
Henry and Amy Miller
Dan Barnet
Lori Foist

Assisting Elder

Ushers

8:00 a.m. Dave Heinkel
10:30 a.m. Marvin Addison & Randy Willmann

8:00 a.m. Dave Heinkel
10:30 a.m. Nic Otwinowski & Nick /Kyle Price

Camera Operator

Altar Guild

4th
11th
18th
25th

Candy Brammer
Emily Nickels
Lori Foist
Mary Painter

Shea Hill
Devon Hill
Eric McCoy
Glenn Branscome

Birthdays
11/2 Donna Watkins
11/3 Helen Ashley
11/5 Aurora Mack
Adam Parks
11/6 Heidi Bryant
11/9 Judy McCoy
11/10 Clint Gibbs
11/11 Colton McCoy
11/12 Gerald McMillian
11/15 Olivia Taylor
11/17 Ruth Bergman
11/26 Kendall Bryant
11/28 Dave Price
Mike Price

Anniversarys
11/10 Emily and Jasen Kingsley
11/24 Glenn and Cathy Branscome

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Oﬃce: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Daylight Savings Time ends November 4. Don’t forget to set your clocks back an hour.

November 4 – All Saints’ Day Observed
“The Finish Line!” - Sermon Text: Rev 7:9-17
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
How do we bear all the unbearable things
people are called to carry? God’s Word in
Revelation 7 lifts us from the challenges of daily
existence, focusing our gaze upon the joys of
eternity. How much more meaningful and bearable
the journey becomes when we know and can see
“the ﬁnish line!”
November 11 – Twenty-ﬁfth Sunday after Pentecost
“A Widow’s Example” - Sermon Text: Mk 12:41-44
Rev. James Elsner
It wasn’t what you wanted in life – but it is
where you are. Where do you turn in tragedy and
loss, in loneliness and grief? Learn from the widow
at the temple.

November 18 – Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost
“Step by Step” - Sermon Text: Heb 10:11-25
Rev. William Mueller
Living the Christian life is not at all like a short
sprint but a long marathon. There are moments
when we are tempted to hang it up, to quit, to exit
oﬀ the race and hang up our running shoes.
However, the writer of the Le9er to the Hebrews
spurs us to do just the opposite…and to daily
encourage others to live this life in the name of
Jesus!
November 25 – Last Sunday of the Church Year
“Watch!” - Sermon Text: Mk 13:26, 33-37
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
Jesus is coming again on Judgment Day, and
His advice to us is, “Watch!” One reason we are to
keep watch is that we do not know when this day
will occur. There are other reasons as well which,
when we consider them, will bring us great comfort
and encouragement.

