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Thanksgiving During a Pandemic
By Pastor Danny Mackey

2020 has been a very strange year. Maybe by

not lose faith and trust in our heavenly Father. His

looking back at it we’ll be able to make sense of it

ways are higher than our ways, His thoughts above

all. However, being in the middle of it and expect-

our thoughts, says Isaiah (Is 55:8-9). We trust in Him

ing it all to carry over to this upcoming year, it’s

and His love for us, whatever may befall us.

near impossible to put it all into perspective. Don’t

We can trust Him because He provides us all

worry, I won’t try to make an attempt to make sense

we need. He is our Creator, and He still takes care of

of 2020 here. That will be the task of historians years

us. Pandemics and civil unrest and elections (yes, all

from now. What I will do is try to provide some per-

of politics) are a result of humanity’s fall into sin. As

spective from history and Scripture.

long as sin is in this world, we will face trials and

Despite what people are saying, 2020 isn’t un-

tribulations, difficulties and hardships. That is how

precedented. Solomon, gifted by God with wisdom

it will be until Christ returns. Thus the Church’s

from on high, writes: “What has been is what will

prayer: “Come, Lord Jesus!” (Rv 22:20b). We eagerly

be, and what has been done is what will be done,

await the end of all suffering on the Last Day.

and there is nothing new under the sun” (Ec 1:9).

Yet, as a country, we take opportunity to look

Plagues and pandemics have come and gone. (We

at God’s blessings toward us, and to give Him

didn’t need to make up a new word for pandemic,

thanks. Can we thank God during a pandemic? Can

did we?) The Church has gone through them before.

we thank Him for 2020? Of course, we can! Behold

We have an example from over 400 years ago in

the creation and all its splendor. Often I look up in

Germany. In 1597-1598, bubonic plague struck the

the sky and marvel at the way the clouds grow and

town of Unna in Westphalia. Philipp Nicolai was

build, foretelling of rain. My cats enjoy stretching

the pastor of the town. He buried 1,300 parishioners

out their long bodies in the sun. I love the smell of

in six months. Through his study window, he saw

freshly brewed coffee. These and many others re-

the cemetery filled with his flock, with God’s flock.

mind me of God’s love—and not just for me, but for

In his mourning, Pastor Nicolai penned the greatest

all people, for He makes the sun to shine and the

of all Lutheran chorales, Wachet auf: Wake, awake!

rain to fall on both the righteous and the unright-

(LSB 516, based on Matthew 25). It is a hymn of

eous alike (Mt 5:45).

great comfort and faith in Christ’s promises.
Thanks be to God, I have not had to bury any of

We, as God’s Church, rejoice that He has also
given us His Son so that we might not perish but

our congregation as a result of COVID-19. Moreo-

have eternal life (Jn 3:16). Also, while we know that

ver, very few of our fellow saints have been diag-

to die in Christ is gain—for those who trust in Christ

nosed with it. Of those who have, most have fully

go to be with the Lord even if they die in a pandem-

recovered. I give thanks and praise to God for spar-

ic—we also know that He has us here still to work.

ing us as a congregation. We surely don’t deserve

We have our vocations, through which we are to

His mercy—we are all poor, miserable sinners—but

love our neighbors (Php 1:21-22). We can give

He has chosen to keep the pandemic and much of its

thanks for our vocations and opportunities to heal

attendant harm away from us. If God chooses to al-

the sick, to pray for all, and to comfort the grieving.

low us to be afflicted more greatly, then we will
offer more prayers for our wellbeing, but we will

Also, we can give thanks to God for a comfort
that keeps us from panic and despair. He ever re3

minds us of His love in Christ. He is the God who is
the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb 13:8).
Just as He did not abandon His Son but saw Him
through death and unto life, He will lead us through
2020 and our pilgrimage on this earth unto heaven
and the New Creation. †

Prayer Requests
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You
may directly contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request.
Please keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Jack Elsesser, Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips,
and Debby Taylor

†

Health and strength: Austin Brammer, Cole Cavanaugh, Jackie Clamme, Dean Dwiggins, Julie Irven
Harper, Reta Heinkel, Daniel Helms, J. D. Howard, David Kyler, Bethany Myers, Rob Myers, Suzanne
Price, Logan Scheiwe, Jim Smith, Dave Stout, Janet Walker, Tresa Wildman., Randy and Ann
Willmann, and the family of James Cecil Little

†

Armed Forces: Dean Bartel, Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Gary Parks, Jr., Hayden Parsons, and
Sam Wehmueller

†

Thanksgivings and praise: Baby Shower for Moriah and Vicar; all the pledges received during
Stewardship month; the Bowdell family getting the news their baby Carol’s heart has healed; the
Homann family announcing their baby that is due in March is a girl; Pastor and Brenda happy to be
back from their vacation which they thoroughly enjoyed
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Changing Seasons and God’s Unchanging Word
By Vicar Matthew Christian

Autumn is in full swing. The leaves have

like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the

changed color, and the air is crisp. In the Church, we

flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forev-

are coming to the end of a liturgical year and look-

er.’ And this word is the good news that was

ing forward to the beginning of another. We ap-

preached to you” (1Pt 1:24–25).

proach Advent with anticipation and know that

The changing leaves will fall. The days will turn

there are exciting and special things to come. Every-

colder. Birds will retreat to warmer regions taking

thing seems to be about anticipation at this time of

their songs with them. But here at Grace, we contin-

year. First, kids look forward to the costumes and,

ue to have time of great joy. We continue to gather

more importantly, the candy for Halloween. Then

in the warmth of God’s house. We receive His many

the entire family gathers for the best meal of the

gifts for us. Our song does not cease as the seasons

year at Thanksgiving. And throughout this entire

change. We praise our God all the more for His

season, Christmas draws closer and closer as the

many blessings. “Praise the Lord! Praise the name of

gifts are purchased, the travel plans are made, and

the Lord, give praise, O servants of the Lord, who

the radio stations shift to playing music that tugs on

stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts of the

the heartstrings and brings nostalgia flooding into

house of our God! Praise the Lord for the Lord is

your daily commute.

good; sing to his name, for it is pleasant!” (Ps 135:1–

This time of year can be very difficult for those

3). †

who have lost loved ones. The painful reminder of
an empty chair at the table or the neglect of a once
yearly tradition can bring heartache to an otherwise
joyous occasion. For this reason, All Saints’ Day is
the perfect beginning to a season of family and
thankfulness. “For I consider that the sufferings of
this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory that is to be revealed to us” (Rm 8:18). We are
reminded with this celebration of the Feast of All
Saints that “we are surrounded by so great cloud of
witnesses” (Heb 12:1). We have faith in this reality,

“All flesh is like grass and all its

and in that we have hope. “Now faith is the assur-

glory like the flower of grass. The

ance of things hoped for, the conviction of things

grass withers, and the flower falls,

not seen” (Heb 11:1).

but the word of the Lord remains

In this month of Thanksgiving, it is appropriate

forever.”

to begin with a time of remembrance of those faithful saints who have gone before us. Through all tri-

1 Peter 1:24-25

als and difficulties, through all believers of all time,
through whatever unknowns we have yet to face,
God’s Word proclaims the Savior who died for all
mankind. “‘All flesh is like grass and all its glory
5

Must a church mandate wearing a mask to be a loving
congregation?
Dear fellow saints of Grace Evangelical Lutheran

ited capacity. Your actions are a testimony to your

Church:

faith in Christ and love toward neighbor.
A question has been raised about those efforts,

Watching or reading the news these days is

namely, “Should the elders impose a mandatory

tough. We’re faced with social unrest in many of our

face-mask requirement for those attending the Di-

larger cities—sometimes with rioting and looting.

vine Service and for other functions within the

We’ve got a very contentious election in a few

church building?” The elders consider this question

weeks. Sadly, many are struggling from the shutting

not only fair, but we also believe it flows from a gen-

down of our economy. All of this is occurring before

uine concern for the health and safety of our com-

the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic. It doesn’t

munity of saints. With this in mind—as well as our

help that various news outlets and social media am-

needs—let us look at what is being required by law.

plify the perceived severity of our problems by sensationalizing their headlines in an ever more aggressive media ecosphere. At a time like this, I am most

The Governor’s Executive Order 20-37 specifically states the following:
.4 Exemptions to Wearing Face Coverings

grateful that we are in the world, but not of it (Jn

The following people are exempt from this

17:6-19).

directive to wear a face covering but are

Since March, the elders have endeavored to best

strongly encouraged to do so if practicable

care for our congregation both physically and spirit-

and without undue risk, or alternatively,

ually. That means we’ve had to consider some es-

are strongly encouraged to wear a face

sential and vital needs:

shield:

•

o.

To join in fellowship with the crucified-and-risen

any person attending or engaged in a

Christ in His Word and in the Lord’s Supper,

religious service as he or she must al-

•

To call upon God in our time of trouble,

ready maintain six

•

To be with our fellow brothers and sisters in

tancing from another person not in the

Christ,

same household.

•
•
•
•

To confess our sins and receive Christ’s for-

feet of social dis-

While retail stores, like Walmart, must require

giveness,

face coverings before entering, worship services are

To give thanks and praise to God for His gifts of

a specifically noted exception to state law as long as

eternal life and salvation,

we “maintain six feet of social distancing from an-

To honor and obey the governing authorities

other person not in the same household.” The elders

God has placed over us, and

thought it wise and faithful to conform with an ear-

To limit, as much as possible, the risk of spread-

lier Governor’s Executive Order (20-25) that estab-

ing COVID-19 to one another.

lished social distancing guidelines—which were

We thank all of you for your patience, coopera-

based on recommendations from the CDC.

tion, and consideration as we struggled to meet

Even though state law doesn’t require face

these needs. Without your help and support, we

masks (or coverings), the vast majority of you have

could not have kept the church open, even in a lim-

gone above and beyond in loving one another.
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Whenever I attend Divine Service (8 a.m., 10:30

you have made the choice to wear face masks at the

a.m., or Wednesdays at 7 p.m.) nearly everyone

appropriate times. As a result, the elders do not

who enters our beautiful Sanctuary is wearing a

wish to further burden the congregation with a

mask or face covering until they take their socially

mandate.

distanced place. Often you sanitize your hands

We take heart that you are striving to love your

when picking up a bulletin. Physical distancing con-

neighbors without being mandated to do so. For

tinues when you approach the Lord’s Table to re-

this, I personally give thanks and praise to our risen

ceive Christ’s body and blood. When Divine Service

Savior, Jesus Christ, that I am part of such a congre-

is over, you put on your face coverings (if they

gation.

haven’t been worn throughout worship) as you
head off to Bible study, Sunday School, or the park-

Your servant in Christ,

ing lot to travel home. In short, the vast majority of

Jeff Wehmueller, elder chair

Grace Crafters
The ladies meet the 2nd and 4th Monday of
each month to enjoy crafting together from 1:30
-2:30 in the Parish Hall. If you would like to
join the group feel free to bring a craft of your
choice and enjoy an afternoon together.

Pictured in the above photos are Grace’s talented ladies
A bed and quilt made by Pat and Alan Hokenson for

crafting together (From left to right): Sandy Love, Reta

a doll house.

Heinkel, Pat Hokenson, and Janet Walker.
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A Note from the Board of Stewardship
As we look back over the first three quarters of this unusual year, we give thanks to God for both the
financial and the spiritual support given to our Grace Church by members. Pandemic conditions have
challenged us individually and as a congregation, a fact illustrated in the table below. It suggests both the
challenge and the opportunity before us. Our offerings and other income are running about $7,000 below
budget in the latest month and $24,600 below budget for the year. Expenses have been reduced but still
exceeded our income by $14,100 for the year to date. With our resources impacted by the pandemic, it
becomes more important that we continue to give thanks through our offerings, as our personal
circumstances permit. For our church, we rejoice!
Looking to the new year 2021…. thank you for providing your giving estimates during stewardship month.
Board of Stewardship

Treasurer's Report-2020
End of
Month:

September

INCOME
Actual for Budget for
Month
Month

Total Income

$14,137.86

Offering for the
Month
$10,133.00
Other income for
the Month
$4,004.86

Actual Year Budget Year
to Date
to Date

Budget Less Budget
Actual for Less Actual
Month
for Year

$21,374.99

$167,773.82

$192,374.91

7,237.13

24,601.09

$14,866.66

$129,757.00

$133,799.94

4,733.66

4,042.94

$6,508.33

$38,016.82

$58,574.97

2,503.47

20,558.15

Actual

Budget

Fiscal Year Income $167,773.82
Fiscal Year Expenses $181,849.64
Fiscal Year Income less Expenses $(14,075.82)

Budget
less Actual

Explain

$192,374.91 $24,601.09

Under Budget

$195,837.57 $13,987.93

Under Budget

$(3,462.66)

Under Budget

$10,613.16

We give thanks to You, O God,
we give thanks!
Psalm 75

8

Grace’s Clothe a Child Program
It is again time to think about helping those who

and what types of clothing needed. We will wrap

are less fortunate than ourselves. Here at Grace one

the gifts and include a bible or bible story book from

way in which we have done that for several years is

Grace Ladies Aid and we will deliver them to Better

through the Better Way. For those who are unfamil-

Way. By doing it this way all will be safer.

iar with Better Way, it is a shelter for women and

Please donate what you can to help purchase

their children who have been physically and/or

clothing for these school age children. Just put your

mentally abused. Some are able to move on with

donation into an envelope and mark it for Clothe A

little help after a few weeks. Some move back in to

Child. Checks should be made out to Grace Luther-

the same situation. All we can do for those families

an Church we hope to clothe between 10 and 12

is to pray that they receive strength and protection

children. Please submit all donations by Sunday De-

from God. Most families, however, receive more

cember, 6th.

long term help from the Better Way organization.

God’s blessings to you and your family during this

This year will be a little different due to Covid-19.

blessed time of the year. If you have any questions

We will not be shopping with the children or

or would like to volunteer to help please contact

mothers . We will be collecting donations and with

Robyn Clamme at (765) 348-8473

the help of the Better Way staff we will be shopping
for clothing that the staff has provided sizes, colors

MOST Mission Fundraising
Grace MOST Mission team has tentatively scheduled an eyeglass mission trip to Belize in July 2021.
The five member team will begin fundraising in December with a Silent Auction and we need your
help. We are looking for your donations (or making
a purchase) to our silent auction which we will
begin collecting items on Sunday November 29th.
The silent auction will end December 13, 10 minutes

after 2nd service. We are looking for creative ideas
from crafts, gift baskets, special baked items, gift
certificates, sport tickets, babysitting or making a
special home cooked meal for delivery. Your ideas
are endless. We will also be preparing for a Chili
Cookoff in January as a fundraiser, more information will be provided. If you have any questions
please call or text Linda Cook at (765) 729-0262 or
Robyn Clamme at (765) 348-8473.
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Celebrating Moriah and Vicar’s
Baby Girl!

Thank you to Ann Willmann for planning such
a great Baby Shower for Moriah and Vicar.
Melissa Myers made the delicious cupcakes

and Mary Painter also helped with the decorations. We enjoyed spending time together,
playing games and celebrating their baby girl.
Moriah and Vicar received so many wonderful
gifts and blessings for their baby. Our talented
Janet Walker, Brenda Mackey, Sandy Love,
and Melissa Myers made gorgeous blankets
and stuffed animals for the baby.
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A Thanksgiving Family Activity
The Gratitude Game
You will need a bag of regular flavored skittles, a cup that is not see through or bowl, and the key card below

•

First have everyone wash their hands and then come sit down at the table

•

Next dump the entire bag of skittles into your bowl/ cup

•

Pass the bowl/ cup to the oldest person at the table and ask them to pick one skittle without looking.

•

They will then say out loud what they are thankful for according to the color key card below.

•

Pass the bowl clockwise around the table having each person say what they are thankful for according to

the color they pick.

•

Each person is able to eat their skittles along the way or save them until the end,

•

Have fun and empty the bowl/ cup

The Gratitude Game
Red- Share a person you are grateful for

Orange- Name an experience you are grateful for

Yellow- Tell about a skill you are grateful for

Green- Share a memory you are grateful for

Purple- Tell about a place you are grateful for
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Announcements
Pantry Needs
We are running low on these items in the food

shared in taking the produce and for the monetary
donations. We will use the proceeds to help with

pantry. We need quite a few items: cereal, boxed

the expense of our 2021 MOST eye glass trip to

potatoes, peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix, syrup,

Belize.

Jell-O, pork and beans, canned veggies, spaghetti,
pasta sauce. Thank you so much for your
contributions.

Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters will begin meeting again on
Monday the 9th and 23rd of this month, from 1:30

Pastoral Care
During these strange times you still need

Pastoral care and our Pastor wants to make sure

p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Please join us
and share what projects you have been working on
these last few months.

you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule
a phone call, home visit, through the window chat,
or even a porch visit, He will gladly facilitate what

Mighty Mites
There are new Mite boxes for everyone in the

fits your needs. Contact the office in order to

congregation. Please take one home and fill it with

schedule these.

your loose change and be sure to bring it back on
the first Sunday of every month. Our Mighty Mites

Eyeglasses Collection

will surely make a difference.

The Mission Board, in conjunction with our
Mission Team going to Guatemala would like to

collect used prescription eyeglasses to give to

Thanksgiving Baskets
For the month of November our Parish services

MOST for their eyeglasses mission trips. There will

desires to help members, extended family of

be a box at the back of the sanctuary for the

members, or referrals by Grace members, who are

purpose of collecting eyeglasses. These eyeglasses

in need. You can help by donating Thanksgiving

and sunglasses may help a third world country

items such as: boxed potatoes, corn bread mix, pie

adult to secure a job or a child to succeed in school.

filling, yams, sweet potatoes, canned cranberry

When they come for testing and fitting they will

sauce, corn, green beans, etc. or by donating money

hear the Gospel while they are there.

to help to with the purchasing of these items. All

You may put used adult, children glasses and

monetary donations can be given directly to Ann

sunglasses in the boxes. All prescription glasses

Willmann or put in the offering plate with the

are acceptable. MOST requests that they not be

memo saying Thanksgiving Baskets. We will also

broken. The collection will continue to run

be looking for volunteers to help put these baskets

through the mission team trip next year.

together on Monday 11/23. If you know of someone

Produce Table
Thank you to everyone who donated to the
produce table. We had a variety of fresh garden

who you feel would benefit from a Thanksgiving
basket or would like to volunteer to help please
contact Ann Willmann at (765) 499-0382, or the
church office at (765) 282-2537.

veggies, canned veggies (salsa included), eggs, and
baked goods. Thank you also to all those who
12

Birthdays

Baptism Anniversaries

11/2

Donna Watkins

11/1

11/5

Aurora Mack

Emily Busha-Ruiz

Adam Parks

Austin Hahn

Shirley Berger

11/6

Heidi Bryant

11/3

11/9

Judy McCoy

11/10 Renee Hughes

11/10 Clint Gibbs
Alex Parks

Garrett Cahoe
Matt Overfield
Alexander Shaeffer

11/11 Colton McCoy

11/12 Daniel Ludwig

11/12 Gerald McMillan

11/15 Melinda Otwinowski

11/13 Kaden Paul

11/18 Bob Janek

11/15 Olivia Taylor

11/21 Lenore Crone

11/17 Ruth Bergman

Mark Gottwald

11/19 Sandy Harshman

11/27 Tobias Coleman

11/24 Mike Waller

11/28 Donna Watkins

11/26 Kendall Tankersley

11/29 Adam Parks

11/27 Tobias Coleman
11/28 Dave Price
Mike Price

Wedding Anniversaries
11/2

Matthias & Kendall Tankersley, celebrating 1 year

11/10 Jasen & Emily Kingsley, celebrating 3 years
11/11 Travis & Linda Overfield, celebrating 31 years
11/24 Glenn & Cathy Branscome, celebrating 47 years
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Wed

Day
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study
18

16

Twenty-Third Sunday after
Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

29

First Sunday in Advent
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

22

Last Sunday in the Church Year
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class
12:00 p.m. LCMS-U Lunch

15

Andrew,
Apostle
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir
30 St.

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace
Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

Day

26 Thanksgiving

7:00 p.m. College
Bible Study

19

8:30 a.m. Matins
9:00 a.m.
Constitution Com.
7:00 p.m. College
Bible Study

12

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. College
Bible Study

5

Thurs

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9-3
Friday 9-12

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

25

23

24

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 .p.m. Choir

17

11 Veteran’s

10
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace
Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbells

8

9

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Confessions Study

3

Tues

8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

2

Mon

Twenty-Second Sunday after
Trinity
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Voter’s Assembly
Confirmation Class

1 All

Saints’ Day
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Planning Council
Confirmation Class

Sun

27

20

13

6

Fri

28

21

14

7

Sat

Lutheran Witness
Do you receive the Lutheran Witness? Have you
ever heard of it?
The flagship magazine of The Lutheran Church—

that for 130 years. -- www.lcms.org
It is almost time to renew our subscriptions for
the congregation. An annual subscription is $19 and

Missouri Synod, The Lutheran Witness offers syn-

will be due at the end of November if you would

odical news, reports from Lutherans around the

like a subscription please contact the office (765) 282

world, feature articles, columns, Q&As, a Bible

-2537. The reason we have the subscription through

study, and more. Available both digitally and in

the church is because it will also include district

print format, The Lutheran Witness is a monthly

news information. This extra insert includes birth-

publication with a June/July combined issue. Con-

days of anyone over 90 and as well as wedding an-

cordia Publishing House is the official publishing

niversaries for those married more than 50 years.

arm of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Lutheran customers have long trusted Concordia Pub-

If you would like to view a sample of the magazine, click the link. https://www1.cph.org/witness/

lishing House to provide timely, doctrinally sound
articles, and The Lutheran Witness has provided
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Office: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - November 2020
November 1 – All Saints’ Day
Psalm 149; 1 John 3:2; Matthew 5:1-12
“What We will Be” - Sermon Text: 1 John 3:2
Rev. Thomas Eggold
We are purified with the hope of an eternity with
Christ and with all who have gone before us. This
Gospel message not only purifies us; it prepares us to
live our present lives as God’s children, knowing exactly what we are going to be.
November 8 – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 70; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25: 1-13
“Foolishness and Wisdom” - Sermon Text: Mt 25:13
Rev. Shayne Jonker
To live as the wise in faith is to live in the hope and
expectation of Jesus’coming Day, whether that Day is
today, tomorrow, or the next day. You can live and
sleep and die in the confidence of Him who once
came for you by manger and cross, who now comes
to you by Word and Supper, and who will come
again in glory on the Last Day to raise you from the
dead to eternal life.
November 15 – 24th Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 90:1-12; 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11; Mt 25:14-30
“Investing Your Gifts” - Sermon Text: Mt 25:14-30
Rev. Paul Shoemaker

Each of us has been blessed by God with gifts and
abilities. How we use them is our gift to God. How
are you investing the gifts God has entrusted to your
care?
November 22 – Last Sunday of the Church Year
Psalm 95:1-7a; 1 Corinthians 15:20-28; Mt 25:31-46
“In Order” - Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
Rev. William Mueller
The return of Jesus Christ, and the subsequent end
of this age, is not something that should frighten us.
Instead, the return of Jesus Christ causes us to long
and hope for His return! As we wait, we also rejoice
in Jesus’ resurrection because His resurrection guarantees all things are in order, and we will rise again!
November 29 – First Sunday in Advent
Psalm 80:1-7; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:32-37
“The Happiness Watch”- Sermon Text: Mark 13:37
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Remembering that life is short can positively affect
you and those around you. The Happiness Watch
begins our Advent preparation for Christmas with a
faith-filled focus on the end times, including our own
physical death, which God can use to transform our
lives as we await the coming of our Christmas Savior.
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