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From the Desk of Pastor Mackey

Incarnation: God made Man for our salvation
We’re geing ready for Christmas—and the
season of Advent parallels that by reﬂecting on
Christ’s coming in His life, death, and resurrection
(His First Advent), His coming to us today in Word
and Sacrament (maybe we’ll call that His “current”
Advent), and in His coming on the Last Day (His
Second Advent). While Vicar Van Hemert draws our
aention to properly understanding Advent in his
article, I want to focus a bit on Christmas—or, more
accurately, the Incarnation of Our Lord.
Incarnation comes from the preﬁx in- and the
Latin caro, “ﬂesh” or “meat” (if you order carne asada
at Puerto Vallarta, you’ll get steak). Incarnation
means “to make into ﬂesh.” Our Lord is God
Himself, the One who created the heavens and earth,
and by whom all things are made and have their
being (a la John, chapter 1). And so, when we say,
“the Incarnation of Our Lord,” we’re talking about

God becoming a human being in the person of Jesus
of Nazareth. Man does not become God; rather, God
assumes humanity into Himself (Athanasian Creed).
This assumption of humanity into the Divine—
including His perfect life, His innocent suﬀering and
death, His victorious resurrection from the dead, and
His commissioning of the Church just prior to His
ascension—is what we refer to as Christ’s First
Advent.
Our hymnody beautiful teaches the Incarnation
of Our Lord. A couple hymns come to mind, the ﬁrst
being Ambrose of Milan’s “Savior of the Nations,
Come”:
Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth. (LSB 332:1)

The second is an Epiphany hymn (by the way,
Epiphany is the twelfth day of Christmas),
Christopher Wordsworth’s “Songs of Thankfulness
and Praise”:
Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise,
Manifested by the star
To the sages from afar,
Branch of royal David’s stem
In Thy birth at Bethlehem:
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
God in man made manifest (LSB 394:1).
Both of these fantastic hymns (even though
they’re both longer than four stanzas each) are about
Jesus being both true God, begoen from His Father,
and also true man, born of His mother, the virgin
Mary.
Jesus being both fully God and fully human is
no small maer. It was the chief issue at the Council
of Nicaea in AD 325, aacked by the arch-heretic
Arius. The ancient Church responded with our
Nicene Creed, stating that Jesus is “begoen, not
made, being of one substance with the Father.” The
Incarnation of Our Lord is of vital importance to us
because, if Christ were not what the Scriptures
reveal Him to be, He couldn’t be our Savior. Jesus
needed to be fully human in order to take our place
under the Law, both in keeping it and in paying for
the breaking of it. Jesus needed to be fully God in
order to extend His perfect keeping of the Law over
us, and to pay for the sins of the world—for our

sins—by His death on the cross.
The Incarnation of Our Lord is so important, the
Church has set aside an entire season to celebrate it:
the Christmas season. Its celebration is only second
to the Resurrection and the festal season of Easter.
So, I’d say it’s prey important.
As you celebrate Advent and Christmas this
year—and hopefully every year—rejoice in Jesus
Christ, who is both true God and true man. Because
of the Incarnation, because “the Word became ﬂesh
and dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14), you have been saved
and promised the celebrations that will not end. The
Savior of all the peoples of the earth—the Savior of
the nations—has come. Good cause for songs of
thankfulness and praise, indeed.
Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas! †

D.Min. Update
Quite a few parishioners have asked me about my work pursuing the Doctor of Ministry degree at our
Seminary in Fort Wayne. First, thank you for your interest and support. It is not a small undertaking. The
program can take up to six years to complete—and I’m still right on track. The last few months, I haven’t
taken any classes—at the Elders’ request. They thought it would be good for me to get used to having a
vicar. We’ve got some outstanding Elders, and their wisdom is neither to be despised nor dismissed. So,
I’ve listened to them. Yes, your pastor isn’t a complete idiot. I will be resuming classes this next academic
year. I will also be starting the project I wrote about in last month’s newsleer: Biblical Biographies,
Church History.
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From the Desk of Vicar VanHemert

What is Advent really about?
As we quickly approach the end of the calendar
year, we begin a new liturgical church year. The
beginning of the season of Advent marks the
beginning of the festival half of the Church Year.
Although the Church Year is not laid out nor
commanded by Holy Scripture, it certainly does
provide for good order and teaching. It is a
wonderful tradition that has been handed down,
through the ages, to us. The observance of certain
festivals or seasons is not without reason.
We have just ﬁnished the Church’s half of the
liturgical calendar ending with the Last Sunday of
the Church Year. Now we prepare for the new
liturgical year marked by the season of Advent. Yet,
what do we really observe during Advent? What are
we preparing for?
Contrary to popular belief, during the season of
Advent, we are not preparing for the birth of Jesus
Christ. I know this may come as a surprise to many
and few may obstinately disagree. This is certainly
understandable. Especially because we remember
and celebrate Jesus’ birth as the culmination of the
Advent season.
Yet, in reality, Advent teaches us primarily to
prepare for and wait for Christ’s Second Advent.
During His Second Advent, Christ will come again in
glory as our judge. In a sense, it is a continuation that
began with the Last Sunday of the Church Year.
Let us examine the Gospel readings for each
Sunday in Advent that have traditionally been read.
This will help to shed light on the fact that while
these Gospel readings shed light on Christ’s First
Coming or First Advent (His birth, life, and earthly
ministry), the season of Advent, in general, teaches
and prepares us primarily for the Second Coming:
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Advent 1: Ma hew 21:1-9
This reading from the Gospel of Mahew tells of
Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem. This
occurred during His First Advent. Jesus rides on to
His death. He rides into Jerusalem for the exact
purpose with which He has come—to oﬀer himself
as the atonement and living sacriﬁce for the sins of
all people.
Christ has oﬀered Himself as the atonement for
all sin. Now we wait for His ﬁnal coming where he
will judge the world and us. Yet, for us, this will be a
day of joy as He invites us into the eternal wedding
banquet.
Advent 2: Luke 21:25-36
In this reading from the Gospel of Luke, Jesus
gives a very clear teaching concerning the Day of the
Lord (Christ’s Second Advent/Coming). There will
be many signs that will precede and lead up to the
coming of the Son of Man (v25).
In this reading, Jesus oﬀers us a warning to
always be watchful, and to always stay awake in
preparation because that day will come upon us like
a trap (vv 34-36).
Advent 3: Mathew 11:2-10
John the Baptist is in prison. He sends his
disciples to Jesus to ask if He Himself is indeed the
Christ. Jesus aﬃrms it. Jesus has come. He was born
of the Virgin Mary. He does signs and performs
miracles to oﬀer proof as to who he is and why he
has come. He has come so that He may oﬀer Himself
as the sacriﬁce for the entire world.
Because of Jesus, the blind receive their sight,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news
Continued on pg. 4

preached to them (v5). Jesus was there at the creation
of the world. Now He creates things anew. When He
comes again at His Second Coming, He will
completely make all things new and perfect.
Advent 4: John 1:19-28
This is the Testimony of John the Baptist
concerning the coming of the Christ. This text
certainly may be used to teach about Jesus’ First
Coming or Advent in the form of a lowly babe who
was placed in a manger. Yet John’s words about
Christ also teach about Christ’s Second Advent or
Coming.
John preached repentance. He preached that
people need to turn from their sins because the
Christ is coming. We too need to repent because
Christ is still coming. He is coming to judge the
nations. “If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleans us from all
unrighteousness” (1 Jn 8-9).
The season of Advent is not about waiting for
Jesus’ birth. Jesus has already been born. He will not
be born again. But he will come again on the Last
Day. This is what the season of Advent is about. Let
us prepare not only during this season of Advent for
Christ’s Second Coming but everyday. For the day of
the Lord will come as a thief in the night (1 Th 5:2).

Lutheran Church Extension Fund
In recognition of their 40th anniversary, the Lutheran Church
Extension Fund is oﬀering, for a limited time, a CD (type) for 40
months at 4% . The minimum deposit is $500, maximum is $40,000.
Application forms are available online at hps://lcef.org/. You may
also call the oﬃce directly at (800)843-5233
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Christmas 2018

Dear Christian Friends,
One of my favorite Christmas hymn is “From Heaven Above to Earth I come”, written by
none other, Martin Luther. The hymn in its entirety is 15 verses long and we have probably
never sung all 15 verses at one time. Martin wrote the hymn based on the text, Luke 2: 1-18,
of which he would also write his Christmas sermons. Luke’s account of the Savior’s birth is
what most of us learned as children. Jesus was born to the Virgin Mary in a lowly stable while
in Bethlehem for the census. His birth was proclaimed to a group of shepherds tending to their
sheep who then went to Bethlehem to visit the Christ child which the Lord had made known to
them. “What good news this Savior be from all your sins to set you free”!
Our Christmas gifts to Pastor Mackey, Brenda, and Vicar Thomas and Elizabeth will be
collected in your gifts of cash or check – (payable to: LINDA COOK). An envelope will be
provided and if you wish to have your name on the gift list, please sign the envelope as you
want your name to appear. Remember no amount is too small and your gift amount is kept in
strict confidence.
A gift box for your envelopes will be placed in the narthex or it can be given directly to
me or placed in my mail slot at church. The deadline for your gift is Sunday December 23rd.
As always I thank the saints at Grace Lutheran for the gracious giving.
In Christ our Savior child,
Linda Cook

Last month we looked at the Augsburg
Confession—the basic Lutheran Confession, which
the German princes presented to Emperor Charles V
at Augsburg on June 25, 1530. Philip Melanchthon,
Luther’s friend and colleague, wrote it in the hopes
of presenting a simple and peaceful confession of
faith. They wanted unity in the Church and naively
thought that such unity could be based on the Word
of God. Alas, the established church authorities were
more interested in politics and power and in
bringing Germany back under their thumb. The
Augsburg Confession was immediately rejected and
aacked.
The Roman church responded with the
Confutation (the Confutatio Pontiﬁcia) on August 3,
1530, wrien by Johann Eck and 23 other scholars. It
was read publicly before the Lutherans, but the
Romanists refused to allow the Lutherans to have a
copy. From notes taken at its reading, Melanchthon
took it upon himself to draft a response or defense
(apologia in Greek) of the Augsburg Confession. As
such, the Apology (as the Apology of the Augsburg
Confession is simply known) is not an expression of
sorrow over wrong doing or bad theology and a
coming back to the erroneous and false doctrines of
Rome; rather, it is a defense of the earlier
Confession. In other words, Melanchthon doubledowned on the Augsburg Confession and further
expressed the errors of the Roman Catholic Church
and showed why what we Lutherans believe, teach,
and confess is indeed from the Scriptures and is
most certainly in keeping with the historic Church.
The Apology of the Augsburg Confession was

presented to the Emperor’s man on September 22,
1530. Martin Luther expected very lile from
Melanchthon’s bold eﬀort to help bring the Church
together in common confession. In a leer to
Nicholaus Hausmann on September 23, 1530, Luther
wrote: “Emperor Charles is an excellent man; he
hopes to restore unity and peace. I don’t know
whether he will be able to do this, besieged as he is
by so many demonic monsters” (LW 49:422).
The Apology sought to refute the errors of the
Roman Confutation, but it also gave us one of the
most beautiful expressions of the Gospel, namely,
the comforting teaching of justiﬁcation by grace
alone, through faith alone, on account of Christ
alone. This is the refrain of the Apology, to which
Melanchthon returns again and again, running
throughout the Apology like a golden thread
(Article IV). While it is the longest and most detailed
confession in the Book of Concord, the Apology is
very much worth the read. While it did not succeed
in convincing Emperor Charles V and winning the
wayward church of Rome back to the true faith, it
has deﬁnitely succeeded in puing forth the pure
doctrine and safeguarding future generations of
Lutheran pastors and laypeople. For that we can
give thanks and praise to our Lord Jesus Christ.
The ﬁnal version of the Apology was published
in September 1531. Maintaining hope for a Church
united in Christ, Melanchthon ends his preface with
the following:
“We will commend our cause to Christ,
who will someday judge these
controversies. We beg Him to look upon the
aﬄicted and scaered churches and to bring
them back to godly and continuous
harmony.” †
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Announcements
Advent Meals Cancelled
Due to the unavailability of cooks, dinner will
not be served at Grace prior to the Advent Evening
Prayer Services.
Music Mondays
The Vocal Choir needs Sopranos and Tenors for
December 16 and 24. Please consider joining us so we
can continue to sing praises to God during this
holiday season. We meet on Monday nights at 7:15
p.m. Practices last about an hour. See Judi Pape after
service or call her at (765) 289-6424.
Ladies Aid Flowers
Our charge for altar ﬂowers has increased to $15
per bouquet or $30 for both bouquets on a Sunday.
We are very fortunate that this is the ﬁrst increase
from our ﬂorist in quite a few years. We all enjoy the
beautiful ﬂowers on the altar each
Sunday, so we hope that our
members will continue to support
the beautiﬁcation of our church. The
new 2019 Flower Chart is dry erase,
please use the pen aached to ﬁll in
your dedications. The chart is on the
bulletin board outside the church
oﬃce.
Clothe A Child
Our annual Clothe a Child event will be
December 6 at 6:00 p.m. at North Walmart.
Donations are being accepted for purchasing the
clothing. Please make checks to Grace Lutheran
Church and put Clothe a Child in the memo box and
simply drop them in the oﬀering plate.
Shoppers are needed this year! If you can help
shop, please let Robyn Clamme know as soon as
possible (765) 348-8473.
Poinsettia Orders
Poinseia order envelopes are on the back table
in the sanctuary. The plants are $10.00. You may
dedicate a plant or simply make a donation to help
defray the cost of plants needed to ﬁll the stands.
Please place your order envelope with payment in
the box on the back table, in the oﬀering plate or
bring it to the church oﬃce. Make checks payable to

Grace.
Cookie Exchange
All the ladies of Grace are cordially invited to the
annual Cookie Exchange on Saturday, December 8
at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We will also
reveal our Secret Pals for the year. Please be sure to
come and ﬁnd out who has been giving you all the
special lile gifts during the past year. All the food
will be provided for the meal. Please bring three
dozen Christmas cookies and an empty container for
you to ﬁll after we ﬁll the special containers our for
members.
Hanging of the Greens
The church will be decorated for Christmas on
December 9 after 2nd service. Please plan to lend a
hand to make our Sanctuary sparkle.
TLC
Bible Study will meet in December, with
class in the Library at 9:30 a.m. on
December 10.
Chat n Chew
Join your friends from Grace for lunch at
Johnny Carino’s on December 17 at 11:30
a.m. Lunch is on your own. Please be
sure to RSVP to Diana James or to the
Church oﬃce by December 16 so we will
have a place for everyone.
Grace Crafters
Grace Crafters meet the 2nd Monday this month,
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. We will meet December 10,
questions, contact Cathy Branscome at (765) 7595285.
Yorktown Highschool Sock Drive
Yorktown High School is collecting socks this
Christmas for the Muncie Mission. They are asking
for menʹs socks that are white, mid-calf, size 6-12,
and in original packaging. The box for donations is
downstairs by the mural and will be out until
Sunday, December 16th.
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First Sunday in Advent)

24 Christmas Eve
7:00 p.m. Divine Service

31 New Year’s Eve
7:00 p.m. Divine Service

30 First Sunday after Christmas
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

17
8:30 a.m. Matins
11:30 a.m. Chat n Chew@
Johnny Carino’s
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

10
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

3
8:30 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m. TLC
6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:15 p.m. Vocal Choir

Mon

23 Fourth Sunday in Advent
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Children’s Christmas
Program
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

16 Third Sunday in Advent

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation
After 2nd Service - Hanging of the
Greens

9 Second Sunday in Advent

8 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Jr. Conﬁrmation

2

Sun

25 Christmas Day
10:30 a.m. Divine Service

18
9:00 a.m. Winkle @ St. James,
Marion
1-2p.m.Parish Services

11
8:30 a.m. Matins

4
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00p.m. Planning Council

Tue

Thu

Oﬃce Closed

26 St. Stephen, Martyr

19
8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m. Advent Evening
Prayer

27 St. John, Apostle and
Evangelist
8:30 a.m. Matins

20
8:00 a.m. Pastor & Vicar
@ Confessions Study

12
13
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Advent Evening
Prayer

5
6
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private Confession
7:00 p.m. Advent Evening
Prayer

Wed

December 2018
Sat

22

15

8
9:00 a.m. Ladies
Aid Cookie
Exchange & Brunch

1

28 The Holy Innocents, 29
Martyrs

21 St. Thomas, Apostle

14

7

Fri

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR DECEMBER
Acolytes
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
24th
25th
30th
31st

Tony Ruiz
Elise Boyd
Daniel Ludwig
Jacob Ludwig
Aurora Mack
Colton McCoy
Tony Ruiz
Elise Boyd

Greeters
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Jim and Laura Shaeﬀer
Ma & Jennifer Monroe
Emily Ruiz
Ann and Randy Willmann

Assisting Elder

Ushers

8:00 a.m. Dave Heinkel
10:30 a.m. Rob Myers and John Harman

8:00 a.m. Jeﬀ Wehmueller
10:30 a.m. Joe Hughes/Marvin Addison
10:00 a.m. Joe Hughes/ Jeﬀ Wehmueller
7:00 p.m. Mike Mark/ Jack Elsesser
10:00 a.m. Dwight Ramsey/ John Harman
10:00 a.m. Joes Hughes/ Jeﬀ Wehmueller
7:00 p.m. Dwight Ramsey/ Jack Elsesser

7:00 p.m. Randy Willmann & John Harman
10:00 a.m. Rob Myers & Dave Price
7:00 p.m. Marvin Addison

23rd
24th
25th
30th
31st

Camera Operator
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Altar Guild

Shea Hill
Devon Hill
Eric McCoy
Glenn Branscome
Shea Hill

Jill Boyd
Cathy Branscome
Brenda Mackey
Linda Cook

Birthdays
12/6 Lohren Deeg
12/8 Danny Mackey
12/10 Jerry Cook
Karah Leach
12/11 Zach Overﬁeld
12/12 Holly Bryant
12/18 Lori Foist
12/19 Katherine Studebaker
12/20 Darlene Phillips
12/21 Kathryn Ludwig
Lois O’Bryant
12/25 Carson McCoy
12/28 Heather Burris

Anniversarys
12/2
12/6
12/14
12/17
12/28

Jerry and Linda Cook
Kerri and Joe Misiewicz
Rich and Gloria LaGrange
Ma and Jennifer Monroe
Mahew and Kelli Bowdell
Dave and Allyson Price

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Oﬃce: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Divine Service Times for December 23-31:
Sunday, December 23– 10:30 a.m. (no Sunday school)
Monday, December 24– 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 25– 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, December 30– 10:30 a.m. (no Sunday school)
Monday, December 31– 7:00 p.m.

December 2 – First Sunday in Advent
“Watching. Waiting. Hoping.”
Sermon Text: Lk 21:25-36
Rev. James Elsner
As Christmas draws near, Advent provides a
season of preparation for Christ’s coming. Knowing
that Jesus will reappear, are you fearful? Or,
Hoping?
December 9 – Second Sunday in Advent
“Prepare the Way” - Sermon Text: Lk 3:4b
Rev. Shayne Jonker
Repentance and forgiveness. This is the paern
of the Christian life. This is the daily death and
resurrection of those baptized into Christ. And this
is how we prepare to meet the Lord Jesus in His
coming to us.

December 16 – Third Sunday in Advent
“Are You the One?” - Sermon Text: Lk 7:18-28
Rev. William Mueller
Have you wondered what God was up to in
your life? Don’t fret if you have – so did John the
Baptist. Feel frustrated in your faith? Don’t worry –
just ask the right person, like John the Baptist did.
Ask Jesus in the moments of frustration and fear…
and be encouraged by His answer!
December 23 – The Nativity of Our Lord
“God Comes Near!”- Sermon Text: Lk 2:9
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
“The hopes and fears of all the years” came
together over two thousand years ago in the “lile
town of Bethlehem.” God came near. What are your
hopes this Christmas? Your fears? God comes near!
“O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!”
December 30– First Sunday after Christmas
“In the Name of Jesus” - Sermon Text: Col 3:12-17
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
As we face a new year, or at any time in the year,
what is the best advice as to how we are to live? Do
everything in the name of Jesus! We can live in such
a manner, because of Jesus’ name!

