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Divine Service – Every Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Education hour – Every Sunday 9:20 a.m.
Divine Service – Every Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Confessions Study – Every Wednesday after service
Matins, Monday – Thursday 8:30 a.m.
Private Confession and Absolution – Every Wednesday
6:00 p.m. or by appointment
College Bible Study – Every Thursday 7:00 p.m. (Virtual)

From the Manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.
LSB 332: 7
Contact Us
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
610 N. Reserve St. Muncie, IN 47303
(765) 282-2537
gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Pastor Mackey
mackeydp@hotmail.com
Vicar Christian
matthew.christian@ctsfw.edu
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Story of Christmas by Ginosphotos

Cancel Christmas
By Pastor Danny Mackey

Much has been cancelled this year because of the
pandemic. Vacations, sporting events, and conven-

weeks before Thanksgiving. People don’t want to
cancel Christmas.

tions had been postponed and were eventually can-

Well, let’s be honest, some do want to cancel

celled. The turkey avoided the chopping block, and

Christmas. I remember when there was a concerted

the Thanksgiving holiday itself was cancelled in

move to call it Xmas. People responded with “You

many places. If we don’t get control of this novel

can’t take the Christ out of Christmas” and “Jesus is

coronavirus, Christmas will be cancelled too.

the reason for the season.” But those who want to

From what I see on social media, though, people

cancel Christmas don’t care about the trees and

are trying fervently to keep Christmas’s festivities

songs and family gatherings (at least, they don’t

from being cancelled. Trees and Christmas lights

care about the family gatherings in a non-pandemic

have gone up in people’s living rooms a lot earlier

year). Those are fine, by them. But they still want

than usual. Some began listening to Christmas tunes

the Christ to be overshadowed—and preferably for3

gotten entirely—by all the trappings of stockings and

Regardless, what Christmas celebrates can’t be

Santa Claus and reindeer. The more Christmas can be cancelled. History can’t be erased. And this history
made about snow and silver bells, the happier those

won’t be forgotten—Christ will return before that can

who want to cancel Christmas will be.

happen! Christmas celebrates the fact that God be-

The challenge for us Christians is that all those

came man, became one of us, to redeem us. We can’t

things—Christmas carols, lighted trees, Santa and his

cancel that. It is fixed in history. As Luke the Evange-

reindeer, family gatherings, gift-giving, etc.—those

list records:

are all fun things. We don’t want to cancel them.

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Au-

Christ isn’t against our festivities. As long as our fes-

gustus that all the world should be registered.

tivities aren’t against Him and the Gospel. After all,

This was the first registration when Quirinius was

the Christmas carols are hymns, where we confess the

governor of Syria. And all went to be registered,

Nativity of our Lord—God taking on human flesh

each to his own town. And Joseph also went up

and blood and becoming man for us (Jn 1). Didn’t the

from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea,

angels sing carols on the night of
Jesus’ birth (Lk 2)? The giftgiving reminds us of the Magi

to the city of David, which is

“Christmas celebrates

and their gifts to the infant Jesus

the fact that God became

(Mt 2). Santa Claus was a bishop

man, became one of us,

in the Church (St. Nicholas of
Myra), whose generosity has be-

to redeem us. We can’t

come the stuff of legend. Luther

cancel that.”

invented the Christmas tree! The

called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and lineage of David,
to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child.
And while they were there, the
time came for her to give birth.
And she gave birth to her

firstborn son and wrapped him in

lights remind us of He who is the Light of the world

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, be-

(also Jn 1). God established family in the Garden of

cause there was no place for them in the inn (Lk

Eden (Gn 2). And who doesn’t love snow? (People

2:1-7).

might not love shoveling snow. But snow is pretty,

So, don’t cancel Christmas. Whatever the circum-

folks.)
Whether governors and public officials tell us to

stances may be, rejoice and celebrate that Jesus came
as both God and man, that He came to reconcile—in

stay home this Christmas and that we can’t have fami- His very flesh—sinful humanity to the holy God, and
ly gatherings, they can’t cancel Christmas. We will

that we believe in Him for our salvation. Some festivi-

still have Divine Service. Perhaps it will be small gath- ties may get cancelled, but Christmas itself never

erings, much like we did with celebrating Easter. But

will.†

Christmas has been celebrated by the Church since
A.D. 336. I can’t conceive of us stopping now.
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Are You Counting the Sleeps?
By Vicar Matthew Christian

December is upon us. The season of Advent,
Christmas, and ending with New Year’s Eve celebrations. I’ve always loved this time of year and
looked forward to the celebration, decorations, and,
hopefully, snow. This year holds extra significance
as my wife, Moriah, and I anxiously await the arrival of our daughter. With so many exciting things to
look forward to, my sister-in-law recently asked us
if we were “counting the sleeps” until the baby
comes. If only we could! Unlike the anticipation of
Christmas day or New Year’s Day, due dates can
only be so accurate.
Waiting can sometimes be excruciating. Look at
a child on Christmas Eve as they seem to vibrate
with the inner turmoil of waiting “one more sleep”
for Christmas morning. The closer it gets, the worse
the waiting seems. Days drag on and yet paradoxically fly by at dizzying speeds. It becomes more and

more difficult to sleep at night. When will the waiting be over? The time left waiting grows shorter and
shorter with each day crossed-off on the calendar.
With Christmas, the time is definite. With a baby, it
is much less definite.
But Christmas is a celebration of the birth of a
baby. God the Father sent His Son to be born in human flesh. The Savior, who was promised of old, led
to a great deal of anticipation for the people of God.
Born of Abraham’s line, the Messiah drew nearer
and nearer with each passing year. Unlike our celebration of the historic event, their expectation did
not have a set date. They looked for His coming.
They called upon God to save His people from their
afflictions. They knew He was coming, but they did
not know when.
Christmas is not here yet. Too often we skip the
season of Advent and want to get straight to the
birth. But before any birth, there needs to be a time
Mother of Life by Nellie Edwards, 2012
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of preparation. We too are waiting and looking for

of an archangel, and with the sound of the

Christ’s coming. Though we celebrate and remember

trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will

His coming in the flesh, we also look forward and an-

rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left,

ticipate His second coming. We
do not know when He will come,
but with each passing day we
know that the day in nearer. We
often focus on this coming of
Christ at the end of the Church
Year. But it does not leave our
focus entirely as we enter into the

will be caught up together with

“Excruciating at times, but
the joy we know we have
to look forward to
provides a great deal of
comfort and reassurance.”

season of Advent. While it might
seem strange to look at the end times and the day of
judgment with celebration coming nearer and nearer,
this contradiction is common in the Christian life. Afterall, we do “not grieve as others who have no
hope” (1Th 4:13). And that greatest hope we have is
in our Lord Jesus Christ.

them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and so we will
always be with the
Lord. Therefore encourage one
another with these words (1Th
4:16–18).
How many more sleeps until

Christmas? We count the days
and know when the celebration will arrive. But we
also look forward to the day that is equally certain,
though not fully detailed for us. Anticipation is good.
Excruciating at times, but the joy we know we have to
look forward to provides a great deal of comfort and
reassurance. We can look for Christ’s coming with the

For the Lord himself will descend from heav-

same joy a little child approaches Christmas morn-

en with a cry of command, with the voice

ing.†

Prayer Requests
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayer list. You may
directly contact Diana James (765) 358-4446 or click the link Prayer Request. Please
keep these families in your prayers.
†

Shut-ins: Jack Elsesser, Lee Kerkhoff, Becky Levihn, Pat Mark, Rod Phillips, and
Debby Taylor

†

Health and strength: Austin Brammer, Cole Cavanaugh, Jerry Cook, Dean Dwiggins, Jack Elsesser,
Ken Greenwald, Julie Irven Harper, Pat Hokenson, J. D. Howard, Maryann Huffman, David Kyler,
Reece Mann, Bethany Myers, Scheiwe, Jim Smith, Dave Stout and Debby Taylor

†

Comfort : The families of Jackie Clamme, Cynthia Greenwald, Cornell Murphy, and Bethany and
Zach Myers

†

Armed Forces: Dean Bartel, Matthew Bowdell, Emily Kingsley, Gary Parks, Jr., Hayden Parsons, and
Sam Wehmueller

†

Thanksgivings and praise: Matthew Bowdell completing his first phase of training and becoming EMT
certified; The Mack family successfully finding a church home in Iowa; Birth of Jay Steven Dowling,
nephew of Emily Nickels; Greg Koss starting his new Job; Dwight Ramsey’s son announcing they are
expecting their third child due in 2021; Courtney Piazza Heck, granddaughter of Dave and Reta
Heinkel, announced she is expecting a child due June 2021.
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The angel Gabriel announces the birth of Jesus to Mary;
the light of the Holy Spirit
alights on her brow.
Etching by V. Lefebvre, c.
1670, after Titian.

Angels Announced His Birth
When a child is to be born, most often an announcement is made to the public. A new person being in the
world is a noteworthy and significant event. This is especially true for the parents, and yet it is also true for
the human family. Such announcements allow the community to rejoice together with the parents, to help
the parents prepare their hearts and home for the child, and to prepare itself to welcome for the anticipated
birth.
This Advent, as we prepare to celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord, we will listen to the announcements of
the Christ’s long-expected birth made by God’s angels to Zechariah, Mary, and Joseph. In so doing, the Holy
Spirit will prepare our hearts to celebrate, just as we make our homes ready for the holy days when we
remember our Savior’s birth. Indeed, His birth was not only noteworthy to Mary, her betrothed, and her
close family, but it has the greatest significance to the whole world.

Advent 2020 Midweek Sermon Services
Wednesday, December 2, 2020, 7:00 p.m. – The Angel to Zechariah;

readings: Isaiah 40-18 and Luke 1:5-25
Wednesday, December 9, 2020, 7:00 p.m. – The Angel to Mary;
readings: Isaiah 7:10-16 and Luke 1:26-38
Wednesday, December 16, 2020, 7:00 p.m. – The Angel to Joseph;
readings: Isaiah 53:1-6 and Matthew 1:18-25

Nativity of Our Lord
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Divine Service with candle lighting
Friday, December 25, 2020, 10:30 a.m. – Christmas Day Divine Service
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Grace’s Clothe a Child Program
It is again time to think about helping those who
are less fortunate than ourselves. Here at Grace one

Grace Ladies Aid and we will deliver them to Better
Way. By doing it this way all will be safer.

way in which we have done that for several years is

Please donate what you can to help purchase

through the Better Way. For those who are unfamil-

clothing for these school age children. Just put your

iar with Better Way, it is a shelter for women and

donation into an envelope and mark it for Clothe A

their children who have been physically and/or

Child. Checks should be made out to Grace Luther-

mentally abused. Some are able to move on with

an Church we hope to clothe between 10 and 12

little help after a few weeks. Some move back in to

children. Please submit all donations by Sunday De-

the same situation. All we can do for those families

cember, 6th.

is to pray that they receive strength and protection

God’s blessings to you and your family during

from God. Most families, however, receive more

this blessed time of the year. If you have any ques-

long term help from the Better Way organization.

tions or would like to volunteer to help please con-

This year will be a little different due to Covid-19.
We will not be shopping with the children or mothers . We will be collecting donations and with the
help of the Better Way staff we will be shopping for
clothing that the staff has provided sizes, colors and
what types of clothing needed. We will wrap the
gifts and include a bible or bible story book from

MOST Mission Fundraising
Grace MOST Mission team has tentatively scheduled an eyeglass mission trip to Belize in July 2021.
The five member team will begin fundraising in December with a Silent Auction and we need your
help. We are looking for your donations (or making
a purchase) to our silent auction which we will
begin collecting items on Sunday November 29th.
The silent auction will end December 13, 10 minutes

after 2nd service. We are looking for creative ideas
from crafts, gift baskets, special baked items, gift
certificates, sport tickets, babysitting or making a
special home cooked meal for delivery. Your ideas
are endless. We will also be preparing for a Chili
Cookoff in January as a fundraiser, more information will be provided. If you have any questions
please call or text Linda Cook at (765) 729-0262 or
Robyn Clamme at (765) 348-8473.
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Food Bank Advent Calendar
Try this fun and exciting way of counting down to Christmas. Start your very own Food Bank Advent Calendar by adding these items to your grocery list. Each day put them in your donate bag or box. When you come
for Christmas Eve service you can drop off your donation that you have collected through the month, or
drop off your bag each week. This will give our Food Bank a great start for the first of the year and allow us
to provide for many families.

December 2020
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Cereal

Peanut butter

Jelly

Mac -n-cheese

Canned fruit

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Canned chicken

Canned tuna

Dessert mix

Pancake mix

Syrup

Soap (bar or
dish)

Pork and beans

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

Jell-O

Boxed potatoes

Laundry Detergent

Pasta

Spaghetti sauce

Canned soup

Toilet paper

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Canned vegetable

Chicken/tuna
helper

Paper towels

Cornbread mix

Your choice

Do not neglect to do good
and to share what you
have, for such sacrifices
are pleasing to God.
Heb 13:16

9

Thanksgiving Baskets
Parish Services along with several volunteers were able to
help provide Thanksgiving Baskets for 10 families this year!
Each Basket included a Turkey or variety of meats as well as
all the sides and ingredients needed to provide a Thanksgiving meal plus fill the families pantries. Pictured below from
left to right: Ann Willmann, Mary Painter, Linda Cook, Donna Watkins, Tresa Wildman, Jane Harman, John Harman, and
Carol Koss. Thank you to all those that volunteered their time
to put these baskets together, and thank you to the congregation for all the donations received making this possible.
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Announcements
Pantry Needs
We are in need of: paper products, bar soap,

Mighty Mites
There are new Mite boxes for everyone in the

dish soap, cereal, boxed potatoes, peanut butter,

congregation. Please take one home and fill it with

jelly, pancake mix, syrup, Jell-O, pork and beans,

your loose change and be sure to bring it back on

canned veggies, canned fruit, spaghetti, and pasta

the first Sunday of every month. Our Mighty Mites

sauce. Thank you for all your donations.

will surely make a difference.

Pastoral Care

Christmas Gift Boxes

During these strange times you still need

Some of Grace’s Ladies will be putting together

Pastoral care and our Pastor wants to make sure

Cookie gift boxes for our shut-ins and those unable

you are taken care of. If you would like to schedule

to come to church recently. If you would like to

a phone call, home visit, through the window chat,

volunteer to help with the packaging or delivering

or even a porch visit, He will gladly facilitate what

of the boxes, please contact Mary at (812) 599-6108

fits your needs. Contact the office in order to

or Kelli in the office (765) 282-2537. We are asking

schedule these.

for you to donate cookies to the church for theses

Eyeglasses Collection
The Mission Board, in conjunction with our
Mission Team going to Guatemala would like to
collect used prescription eyeglasses to give to

boxes by Sunday December 13th. You can drop
them off at the office.

Christmas Caroling
We would like to have a few people gather

MOST for their eyeglasses mission trips. There will

together for Christmas Caroling to our Shut-ins.

be a box at the back of the sanctuary for the

The date is yet to be determined depending on

purpose of collecting eyeglasses. These eyeglasses

schedules and the weather. If you are interested in

and sunglasses may help a third world country

participating with this please contact Mary at (812)

adult to secure a job or a child to succeed in school.

599-6108 or Kelli in the Office at (765) 282-2537.

When they come for testing and fitting they will
hear the Gospel while they are there.
You may put used adult, children glasses and

Christmas Cards and Prayers for the Sick
We are looking for volunteers to help put

sunglasses in the boxes. All prescription glasses are

together some Christmas cards and say prayers for

acceptable. MOST requests that they not be broken.

those in the hospitals. If you would like to help

The collection will continue to run through the

with this please contact Mary at (812) 599-6108 or

mission team trip next year.

Kelli in the Office at (765) 282-2537. Dates will be
determined when we will be getting together to do

Grace Crafters

this.

Grace Crafters will begin meeting again on
Monday the 14th and 28th of this month, from 1:30
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Please join us
and share what projects you have been working on
these last few months.
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Birthdays

Baptism Anniversaries

12/6

Lohren Deeg

12/1

12/8

Danny Mackey

Heidi Bryant
Ed Miller

12/10 Jerry Cook

Harold O’Bryant

12/11 Zach Overfield

Jeff Wehmueller

12/12 Holly Bryant

12/7

12/18 Lori Foist

12/10 Rich LaGrange

12/19 Evan Smith

12/17 Kendall Tankersley

Katherine Studebaker

Colton McCoy

12/19 Doug Lantz

12/20 Darlene Norris- Phillips

12/23 Elsie Cox

12/21 Kathryn Ludwig

12/25 Carson McCoy

Lois O’Bryant

12/31 Thea Miller

12/25 Carson McCoy
12/28 Heather Burris

Wedding Anniversaries
12/2

Jerry and Linda Cook, celebrating 31 years

12/6

Joe and Kerri Misiewicz, celebrating 24 years

12/14 Rich and Gloria LaGrange, celebrating 52 years
12/17 Matthew and Jennifer Monroe, celebrating 26 years
12/22 Nancy and David Crowe, celebrating 52 years
12/28 Matthew and Kelli Bowdell, celebrating 7 years
12/28 Dave and Allyson Price, celebrating 24 years
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13

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Advent Svc
Confessions Study
23

8:30 a.m. Matins

8:30 a.m. Matins

22

8:30 a.m. Matins

Thomas, Apostle
8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

Innocents, Martyrs 29
8:30 a.m. Matins
8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

1st Sunday after Christmas
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

27

28 Holy

21 St.

Sunday in AdventRorate Coeli
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

20 Fourth

31

8:30 a.m. Matins

8:30 a.m. Matins

Christmas
Eve
Office Closed
7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve
Service with
Candle Lighting
24

7:00 p.m.
College Bible
Study (Virtual)

17

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m.
College Bible
Study (Virtual)

30

16

15

8:30 a.m. Matins
1:30 p.m. Grace Crafters
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 .p.m. Choir

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Advent Svc
Confessions Study

8:30 a.m. Matins

14

9

8

Third Sunday in AdventGaudete
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

13

6

10

8:30 a.m. Matins
7:00 p.m.
College Bible
Study (Virtual)

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:00 p.m. Private
Confession
7:00 p.m. Advent Svc
Confessions Study

8:30 a.m. Matins

8:30 a.m. Matins
6:15 p.m. Handbells
7:10 p.m. Choir

3

Thurs

2

Wed

1

Tues

7

Mon

Second Sunday in AdventPopulus Zion
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:20 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Confirmation Class

Sun

Stephen,
Martyr

26 St.

19

12

5

Sat

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9-3
Friday 9-12

Day
Office Closed
10:30 a.m.
Christmas
Day Service

25 Christmas

18

11

4

Fri

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

610 N Reserve St
Muncie, IN 47303
Church Office: 765-282-2537
E-mail: gracelutheran2@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.gracemuncielcms.com

By Grace through Faith

Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries - December 2020
December 6 – Second Sunday in Advent
Psalm 85:1-7; Peter 3:3,5,7-13; Mark 1:1-8
“Judgement Day Truths” - Sermon Text: 2Pt 3:3,5,7-13
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
On Judgement Day God will destroy the universe
with fire. That truth reveals other truths about God.
All these truths give us believers great encouragement. We joyfully live for the Lord now and look forward to the Last Day.
December 13 – Third Sunday in Advent
Psalm 126; Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; John 1:6-8,19-28
“Giving Up for Advent” - Sermon Text: Jn 1:23
Rev. Thomas Eggold
Jesus came to be the Way for those who were lost;
and Jesus came to be the Truth for those who were
confused; and Jesus came to be the Life for those who
were dead. Jesus Christ came to save us sinners, to
create new hearts, to cleanse consciences, and to
change our lives. That is what God’s Son does with
repentant heart...and that is why Advent message
matters!

December 20 – Fourth Sunday in Advent *The Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Day Observed
Psalm 98; Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20
“The Usual Christmas?” - Sermon Text: Lk 2:11
Rev. Shayne Jonker
If we look into the manger and gush over the image
of a sweet and pure child, but we miss the whole
point. If we forget that this precious child came to
shed His precious blood for sin, then why are we
even celebrating him anyway? For this is the perfect
and spotless Lamb od God, appointed for sacrifice, to
take away the sins of the world. This doesn't happen
every day, but it did happen on Christmas and Good
Friday.
December 27 – First Sunday after Christmas
Psalm 111; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40
“We Are Family” - Sermon Text: Gal 4:4-7
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
The birth of a child is a special event for the entire
family. The birth of our Savior was a special event
that changed each person’s future. As a child and an
heir, we have an eternal inheritance.
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