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 The central event of the Christian faith—the act, the event around which the 

whole of the Christian faith revolves is the Crucifixion of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. It is there, upon the Cross, where the world is changed forever more—it is 

the ultimate unexpected twist, the ultimate change. 

 In Scripture we see plenty of wickedness and the consequences thereof. We see 

people sin, and we see people die. We see people act foolishly and then get into 

trouble after trouble—and, really, none of this is unexpected. Sin brings with it pain 

and suffering. Any one of us here can give examples of that from our own life. 

 And then, throughout Scripture we see examples over and over of God being 

merciful, of God being willing to provide forgiveness—of God being gracious to man. 

Nothing surprising there either. 

 But then you get the Crucifixion. We are forced to stop and think. Is this how far 

God would go to show mercy to sinful man? Is this how far God would go to rescue 

man from death, from the consequence of his own sin? Would Christ Jesus, true God 

and true Man, suffer, take up the punishment for sin He didn’t commit, simply to 

show us full mercy? It seems too much… and yet, Christ our Lord humbly rides into 

Jerusalem on Palm Sunday—not to toot His own horn, not to bask in the glory of the 

crowds—rather, He rides into Jerusalem only so that on Good Friday He mighty 

walk out of Jerusalem to the hill of Calvary and the bitter conclusion of His Passion. 

 Consider our Lord’s Passion. What does Jesus do? He takes your place upon the 

Cross—He suffers so that you might live—ah, the ultimate unexpected twist. This is 

the heart of the Christian faith: that God Himself would rather taste death so that 

you might have eternal life, that He values you more than He values His own life. 

This is the wonder, the joy, the mystery that shapes everything we do in this place. 

This is the truth into which we were baptized, with Christ Jesus into His death as 

Paul says in Romans 6. And we come to this place as those who are baptized + in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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 Therefore, the Cross dominates our worship. Crosses may seem out of place at 

the grocery store or the gas station, but the cross seems completely normal and 

natural here. It would be odd and unsettling if there weren’t a cross. That’s because 

the Cross is central to this place. I would hope that the Cross—the love that our Lord 

showed unto us—has been the center of every sermon ever preached in this pulpit, 

for that is a pulpit’s purpose—so that we might hear once again Christ and Him 

Crucified proclaimed for our salvation. Then, in the Lord’s Supper we receive the 

New Testament in Christ’s blood. It is His testament, that which He willed unto us, 

that which He gives to us as His own last Will and Testament that we might inherit 

eternal life, that we might enjoy the life that He won for us by the shedding of His 

blood. Everything here revolves around the saving death of our Lord Christ Jesus. 

 But dear friends, this should not be just for an hour. The cross should be the 

shape and focus of all of our lives. St. Paul writes: Have this mind among yourselves, 

which is yours in Christ Jesus. Christ Jesus does not care for Himself, but rather puts 

you ever before Himself. While the devil tempts you to reach out make yourself to 

be god, whereas the world declares to always look out for No. 1, and although your 

own flesh constantly demands satisfaction of your own hungers and desires, the 

mind of Christ, His Cross and Passion, the Spirit of our God, declares, “Let each of 

you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” 

 Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, this you can do. It is not simply following the 

example of our Lord, constantly asking ourselves the fad question from a couple 

decades ago, “What Would Jesus Do?” Rather, you need not be concerned with your 

eternal welfare, for Christ in His Crucifixion has made it certain and sure. This frees 

you to care for others, to put their needs before your own, to love them—even those 

who are seemingly unlovable. You are free, no longer fettered by the slavery and 

vagaries of your sinful condition—free to reflect the love of Christ to your neighbor, 

as the Lord gives you opportunity, even at cost and hardship to yourselves. 

 That is why you are named Christian and saint. You are not named Christian 

because you follow a certain person’s teachings or ethical code of conduct. You are 

not named saint because you think so highly of yourself, or because other people 

think so highly of you. Rather, you are named Christian because Christ, the Son of 
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the living God, has called you His own, making you to be a “little Christ” to your 

neighbor. And you are named saint, for you are forgiven your sins and made holy by 

the precious blood of Jesus. The care for neighbor you show, the holiness you exhibit 

in your life, belongs to Christ alone, whose mind we have among ourselves. 

 Christ Jesus our Lord, in perfect love and humility, rescues us from our sin by His 

own death upon the Cross, so that we might share in and enjoy His eternal 

exultation at His side in heaven forever more. He is the one who comes and rescues 

us, even as we struggle along in this life. And to aid us in this struggle, to give us 

strength as we strive to turn away from sin, as we strive to have His Cross be the 

center of our lives, He has given us the most wondrous gift of His Holy Supper. 

Christ knows that we are weak, so He gives us His own body and blood so that we 

might share in His strength. Christ knows that we are impure, so He gives us this 

pure meal to make us pure. This is the wonder and purpose of this most blessed 

Sacrament, that we might be forgiven, that we might be strengthened so that when 

we walk out those doors that we might indeed have among ourselves the mind of 

Christ Jesus, and that we might show forth His love. 

 It is not a love born within the sinful heart. Instead, it is the love that caused 

Jesus to be born of a virgin and take on our human flesh, the love that humbled Him 

and carried Him through that first Holy Week and to the Cross, the Divine love that 

does the unexpected, that changes the world, that transforms hearts and minds—a 

love that bears death and brings about resurrection and newness of life. 

 And we partake of that love robed in the flesh and blood of Jesus. We recognize 

our sin and confess it, and seek our Lord’s forgiveness and strength. With this as our 

common confession—the confession that every tongue in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth shall make on the Last Day—we rightly and safely come together 

with all joy and partake of our Lord’s most blessed Supper this day. We take it not 

merely for this joy of this moment, but so that we might be strengthened and 

prepared for the good God has called us to both in this life in the world and in the 

life of the world to come.  

 In Jesus’ name. 


