
1 
 

Rev. Danny Mackey 
Easter 7 (Exaudi) 
June 2, 2019 
John 15:26-16:4 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Muncie, Ind. 

He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 

 None have known or ever will know more about Jesus than the disciples did. If 

Christianity had simply been about knowing Jesus’ teaching and living by it, then they 

could’ve begun to preach immediately. But the fact that they didn’t preach immediately is 

evidence that Christianity is more than knowing what’s in the Bible or even living by it. 

Instead, before the disciples began to preach, they waited patiently. They prayed. They did 

as Jesus commanded them. 

 What were the disciples missing? For what were they waiting? 

 Consider the work awaiting them. These disciples were to be Jesus’ witnesses. They had 

been with Him from the beginning. Each had beheld Jesus during His baptism in the Jordan. 

John the Baptist had directed them: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world.” They saw the Spirit descend and rest upon Him; heard the Father’s voice 

declare, “This is My beloved Son. Listen to Him.” More than that, over a three-year period, 

they had seen all the miracles and received every teaching, instructed directly by the Lord. 

Above all, they were witnesses to His resurrection. To them had been given the 

responsibility to testify to all these things. Their testimony we read this morning, just as we 

read it each and every Sunday. 

 But here was the real difficulty. The man they were to bear witness for had been 

executed, condemned and crucified, as a blasphemer and an insurrectionist. Just as He, they 

too could expect to be met by violent and bloody resistance. Jesus had told them many 

times that they would be persecuted. The disciple is not about his teacher. If they had 

accused Jesus of having a demon and being a Samaritan—a child of illegitimate union—if 

they had called Jesus a drunkard and a glutton, a kook and a crackpot—what would they 

say about the disciples? If they had gotten Jesus summarily executed by the worldly 

authorities, what would happen to the disciples? Yet Jesus’ warnings taught them only that 

they must not fear those who can destroy the body. Rather, they were to fear God, who 

alone can destroy both body and soul in hell.  
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 But their task was even more difficult. They had the unenviable task of preaching to the 

people who crucified their Lord. Simon Peter, when he preached on Pentecost, “Let all the 

house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, 

this Jesus whom you crucified,” Simon Peter was preaching to those very men who 

murdered the author of life. These disciples needed to be able to break through the wall of 

impenitence that even Jesus’ own words seemingly could not shatter! 

 And still more. They were called to preserve the purity of the message, to not water it 

down, to not neglect the least bit. “Teach them to observe all that I have commanded you,” 

said their Lord and Master. Yet they were to preserve their unity and uniformity in 

message and purpose, to stick together even when their was no Master among them, to 

preach the Gospel even though there was none to counsel with—and all the while their 

own numbers would dwindle as they were murdered one after another. All this demanded 

more than human power could supply. 

 But Jesus never expected them to do this, to fulfill their responsibilities alone. God 

Himself would fulfill the task with them. He would clothe them with power from on high. 

He would open the way for the Word by convicting people of sin and of righteousness and 

of judgment. He would give His messengers a power and a wisdom which would overcome 

their enemies. He would lead them in all truth. He would preserve the vision of Christ living 

and perfect. He would Himself speak through their tongues and their words. 

 All this would take place through the Holy Spirit. Christianity is not simply knowing 

about Jesus and living a certain way. It is something that can be found only where God is at 

work in the presence and person of the Holy Spirit. We can only know Jesus truly and 

follow Him rightly by the power of the Holy Spirit. For the disciples this was a daily 

experience. They spoke of witnessing together with the Holy Spirit, that they and the Holy 

Spirit acted together, that they walked in the Spirit and by the Spirit. So, too, it is to be with 

us. 

 Without the third article of the Creed, our faith is not a true Christian faith. True 

Christian faith relies not on our own reason or strength but on the Holy Spirit, who calls, 

gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth and keeps it with 

Jesus Christ in the one true faith. It is a faith in which the Holy Spirit daily and richly 
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forgives the sins of all believers. It is a faith that eagerly awaits the Last Day, the 

resurrection of the dead, and the eternal life given to all believers in Christ. 

 So it was that Jesus commanded His disciples to wait in that upper room until He 

poured out the Holy Spirit upon them. Without the Holy Spirit, they could neither be saved 

nor be used to save others. But with the Holy Spirit, and by the Holy Spirit, their witness of 

the Christ has gone forth, proclaimed to all the world—proclaimed to you. By the Holy 

Spirit’s work, you have been saved. Indeed, this is most certainly true, the kingdom of God 

is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


