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He is risen! [He is risen, indeed!] Alleluia! 

 God confused the language. It’s His fault. Before the tower on the plain of Shinar, we’re 

told that “the whole earth had one language and the same words.”  

 Why did God confuse the language? The short and skinny of it is that those in the plain 

of Shinar wanted to build a tower to reach to heaven. Babel means “gate to heaven.” They 

wanted a way to get to heaven, using their own ability, by their own reason and strength, 

on their own terms. The community’s organizers advertised it this way: “Come, let us build 

ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for 

ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” God had commanded 

them to spread out, to fill the earth and subdue it. It was the same command He gave to 

Adam and later to Noah. Instead, they wanted to build a city reaching the heavens. And on 

that sky-scraper, they wanted to put their name, giving themselves glory and praise—

which meant to take glory and praise from God, who alone is deserving of all the glory and 

all the praise. So, God confused their language into many languages, causing them to babble 

and dispersing them over the face of all the earth. His would be the glory. They would do as 

He commanded. 

 This wasn’t because God was some petulant jerk who was somehow threatened by 

humanity. God isn’t insecure or have an inferiority complex. That’s us; that’s how we get. 

We shan’t ascribe our sinful motives and failings to a perfect and holy God. Rather, God did 

this because, if He hadn’t, all of humanity would’ve been lost forever. God made a promise 

to save us. Nothing would threaten His work of salvation—not even humankind’s attempt 

to save itself. 

 We can’t save ourselves. No matter how high they built that tower on the plain of 

Shinar, it wouldn’t have reached high enough to reach heaven. God knew their hearts, so He 

called the place Babel—and the name reveals to us what they were trying to do. More 

importantly, He had this account recorded for us so that we may recognize our own 



2 

 

attempts at the same. We can’t reach heaven. We can’t get there under our own power, by 

our own reason or strength, using our own ability. 

 That’s the first thing our confirmands learned studying the Small Catechism. They 

learned the Ten Commandments and what God has demanded of them and how they have 

failed to keep those demands. They learned that—when it comes to salvation and the 

things of heaven—they learned that they can’t come to God, can’t earn salvation, just can’t 

do it. This wasn’t something new and foreign to them. Like English, they grew up with this 

language of the faith. We taught them the Small Catechism so they might better understand 

what the language of the faith means. We taught them so that they can better articulate the 

faith given to them in Holy Baptism. 

 Sometimes we try to come up with our own meanings regarding the things of God. This 

is what all the talk about spirituality and such are about. Spirituality is about how you want 

God and heaven to be; and, thus, it has nothing to do with the Spirit of God, with the Holy 

Spirit. It’s the difference between generic faith and the faith, that is, trust in Christ which 

alone is worked in the heart by the Holy Spirit through the Word and the Sacraments.  

 Spirituality is to generic faith as religion is to the faith. We don’t do spirituality here; we 

do religion. Religion is what allows us to communicate. Religion is our language. Religion 

means to be bound to God and to one another, to have community, to commune. 

Spirituality is to be alone. You can do spirituality at the Yoga studio. Religion can only be 

done at Church, where two or three are gathered in Jesus’ name. 

 And so, we taught the confirmands religion. Jesus says, “Teach them to observe all that I 

have commanded you.” Jesus Himself didn’t get to pick and choose what He taught. Instead, 

it’s as He says, “The word that you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.” 

Likewise, same with the Holy Spirit. The Spirit only speaks what Jesus speaks: “He will 

teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” This the 

apostles preached on Pentecost and only this is what the Church is to preach today.  

 This is the faith. The apostles spent three years learning from Jesus, learning how to 

articulate this faith, learning the language of the Gospel, so to speak. Our confirmands have 

spent much of their lives learning it—and they will, I pray, continue to learn the faith in the 

many years to come. 
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 It seems audacious that I could say to the confirmands—and to you—"You believe this.” 

But I can because the faith isn’t about an individual spirituality. Rather, the faith which you 

possess in your heart is a very specific faith: trust in Jesus of Nazareth, who died for your 

sins and rose again from the dead in order that you might live. The faith you have in your 

individual hearts is the same faith I have in my heart and is the same faith that all who 

believe in Christ have.  

 We received the faith when we encountered the Word, the Spirit working in us. As the 

confirmands learned, “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me be the Gospel, 

enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.” The same Spirit 

comes to all believers. And that same Spirit has given the same faith in the same Jesus. As 

St. Paul writes, “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.”  

 When we turn faith into our own personal experience or expression, we’re doing what 

those in Babel did. We’re trying to make ourselves into gods. We’re trying to manufacture 

our own way to heaven. In Babel, God recognized what they were doing for what it was. He 

manifested, then, in their language that which was true in their hearts. 

 Now, with our confirmands, what’s true in their hearts will be manifested, be spoken to 

us today. Their hearts were spoken at Baptism. Today, they’ll give confirmation of that 

confession of the faith, of the Spirit they’ve received, of all the gifts given and promises 

made to them at Baptism.  

 This is the same faith the apostles preached at Pentecost. By the power of the Holy 

Spirit, the apostles remembered all that Christ had said and done while He was with them. 

They spent three years learning how to articulate the faith. It was faith they already had 

(excepting Judas Iscariot, of course). But they learned to speak what was already true in 

their hearts, just as countless other saints believed before them and have since after them. 

They preached it in many languages—languages they didn’t previously know—but it was 

the same message spoken to the heart.  

 Our confirmands are declaring what they believe, what the apostles believed and 

preached, what you and I have heard and believe. This Jesus commanded and by this He is 

glorified and praised. 
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 While the faith has been preached in many languages, it is but one faith, held in the 

heart. The Holy Spirit is given by the Word of Christ, regardless of what language in which 

it is declared. Pentecost proves that. 3,000 were saved that day, and they devoted 

themselves to the apostles teaching and the fellowship—the community, the holy things 

held in common—to the breaking of the bread and the prayers.  

 Still today, the apostles are heard as Holy Scripture is read and proclaimed, and the 

Holy Spirit works. Still today, we gather around the altar of our Lord and partake of Jesus’ 

very body and very blood in the Sacrament. Our confirmands have been waiting their 

whole lives for this moment. With the faith, they will rejoice in what it truly means for 

them—life and salvation; for where there is the forgiveness of sins, there is also life and 

salvation. 

 To prepare them for confessing the faith, we had to make sure they could do two things: 

first, examine themselves; and second, discern the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ under the bread and wine.  

 To examine themselves, they learned the Ten Commandments and of their great need 

for the Sacrament. They’re great kids, but they’re sinners. They know that. Their parents 

know that.  

 More importantly, they are sinners redeemed by Christ—just as are we all—and they 

see through the bread and wine to behold Jesus’ body and blood. They behold it only by the 

faith, given them by the Holy Spirit. And so, when they eat this bread and drink this cup, 

they will proclaim Christ’s death for them until He comes again in glory. For these reasons, 

we don’t allow just anyone to come to the Lord’s Table, but only those who have publicly 

confessed, as our confirmands will, along with us the faith.  

 In all this, we seek to give all the glory and all the praise to the One who deserves it: to 

God, Father and Son and Holy Spirit. Confess the faith, given by the Spirit. Declare His 

salvation, because He has come to us in His Son, the only Way to heaven. And rejoice in that 

you are children of the heavenly Father. He has given you a name—His very own name—in 

Holy Baptism. 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


