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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life.”  

 Many of us can say this verse by heart. If you can’t, I encourage you to memorize it this 

week. Doesn’t matter the translation. They all pretty much say it the same way. Memorize 

it. Learn it by heart. It’s that important. 

 Of course, as with any words that we learn by heart, our sinful nature may lead us to 

forget why they’re so important—to forget why we memorized them in the first place. John 

3:16 is no exception. To combat our sinful, forgetful nature, let’s look a little deeper at this 

superlative verse. 

 “For God so loved the world.” It might strike you as strange that God loved the world. If 

it doesn’t, maybe it should. Remember what the Bible teaches about the relationship 

between God and the world. It begins in Genesis 1 and 2—it begins in the beginning. God 

made the world. In six 24-hour days, God created absolutely everything that exists: light, 

the sky and seas, the grass and trees, sun and moon and stars, the birds and fish, and land 

animals and everything that creeps. What an awesome and wonderous creation God made! 

After each of the first five days of creation, God beheld what He had made that day and 

declared that it was good. After the sixth day of creation, God beheld everything He had 

made, including our first parents, including humanity, and He declared it to be very good. 

 But that all changed in Genesis 3. God’s human creatures, Adam and Eve, rebelled 

against their Creator’s Word. They decided good and evil for themselves. They listened to 

the tempter’s voice. They brought sin and death upon themselves. They brought sin and 

death into the world. 

 That’s been the reality ever since. Adam and Eve’s firstborn son, Cain, murdered their 

second, Abel. God flooded the earth, wiping out all life, excepting Noah and his children. But 

then those children built a sky-scraping tower on the Shinar plain, reaching up to the 

heavens, and God confused our languages. 
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 We are the descendants of Adam and Eve, every last one of us. We all share Noah as our 

father. We have inherited the sin and death from our parents. It’s in our very DNA, 

corrupting our very bodies and souls and all that we touch. 

 At the very beginning of his Gospel, John the Evangelist writes, “[Jesus] was in the 

world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him” (Jn 1:11). 

Think of an aged father so deeply infected by Alzheimer’s that he no longer recognizes his 

own children. Sin has infected the world even more deeply than that. Not only did the 

world fail to recognize its own Creator when He came into the world, but the world actively 

rebels against its Creator as His enemy. That’s the world in relation to God. 

 That’s why it’s strange that God loved the world. Really, wouldn’t “God abandoned the 

world” or “God condemned the world” seem more fitting, more of an appropriate response? 

How about God sending the flooding to Nebraska or the earthquake just this last week in 

Ohio? “God hated the world” might make more sense than “God so loved the world.” It’s 

more in line with the story of God’s creation and the world’s rebellion. 

 We rebel against our Creator’s Word, dismissing the Bible as myth or the product of a 

patriarchy that wants to maintain its power and privilege. We decide good and evil for 

ourselves, calling the Church bigoted and oppressive, while also calling good the wanton 

murder of the unborn and the elitism and theft of socialism. We have listened to the 

tempter’s voice, and still do so. We hear his lies in classrooms and the workplaces, in the 

media and on the internet, and even from pulpits. We commit sin against ourselves and 

against others—harming body, livelihood, and reputation. Sin and death are in the world. 

The earth groans because of humanity’s attacks against it. Collectively, humanity is the 

world. And the world is clearly one of the three great enemies against God, against His will 

and kingdom. 

 That’s true of us, as well. At least, it is me. You can try to deny it. You can try denying 

that you’ve trusted money, family, and work more than the one true God. You can try 

denying that you’ve failed to use God’s name for prayer and praise unceasingly. After all, 

you’re in church every Sunday. You can try denying that you’ve despised authority at home, 

school, work, church, and community. You’ve never said a disrespectful word about our 

president or any president, or our mayor, or a teacher, or the pastor, or a boss. You can try 

denying that you’ve hated others in your heart or wounded them in their body. You can try 
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denying that you love to speak ill of others more than you defend others. You can try 

denying that you have envied another’s relationships or possessions. You can try denying. I 

won’t. I certainly can’t deny it. These and more are my sins, my active rebellion again the 

God who has created me. Maybe it’s not true of you. If so, you are a perfect human creature, 

far superior to even our first parents. 

 So, if a person knows where sin puts him or her—in open and active rebellion against 

God, that is—then “God so loved the world” ought not to have ever been written. Not even 

conceived. God’s love doesn’t make sense. 

 But this story that God has given us in His Word isn’t about what makes sense to us. It’s 

not about what we deserve. Rather, it’s a story about God’s miraculous mission to save a 

world that rebelled against Him. That’s called “grace.” Grace isn’t supposed to make sense. 

It isn’t about what we deserve—quite the contrary. Grace is about what God gives. 

 And what does this verse say God gives? “For God so loved the world, that He gave His 

only Son.” That word “so” doesn’t mean “how much” God loved the world; rather, it means 

“in what way.” God loved the world in this way: He gave His only Son. You want to behold 

what love means? Look to the Son, whom the Father gave to you, His rebellious creature. 

The Creator took on the creation to rescue it. That was the mission. That is how God loved 

the world. 

 God promised this to the world even from the very beginning of its rebellion against 

Him. He promised that a Seed would come from the woman—and that Seed would crush 

Satan’s head to free the world from sin and death. Just a few chapters later, God promised 

Abram that this Seed would come through his family—and that Abram’s family would be a 

blessing to all the families in the world. The line of the Seed continued through the Old 

Testament, through David and others, until finally the promised Seed was born Savior in 

Bethlehem. This promised Seed is God’s very own Son, His only-begotten Son, begotten 

from eternity and born here in time. Jesus is the promised Seed. 

 Jesus is how God loved the world. God gave His own Son for us. 

 By nature, that’s not how you and I treat our enemies; but by nature, that’s how God 

treats His enemies. He loves them. And God’s love for the world isn’t an emotion—God’s 

love for the world is an action. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son.” 
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 The Father didn’t just show His Son to the world, as if all we needed was an example of 

how we ought to behave. The Father didn’t just send His Son into the world, as if the Son 

would come and rule and force us to obey. No, the Father gave His Son for the world. The 

Father gave His Son into death on the cross, dying the death Adam and Eve brought into 

creation. The Father gave His Son into death on the cross, taking the corruption of sin and 

paying the price for it. The Father gave His Son into death on the cross, facing head-on the 

rebellion of humanity and putting it down. The Father gave His Son into death on the cross 

so that this world might have life. 

 God kept the Word He gave to Adam and Eve, to Abraham and David, by giving His Son 

Jesus in love. In Jesus, the miraculous mission of God to save the world is made complete. 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life.” 

 Jesus doesn’t say “whoever does enough for God” or “whoever loves God enough in 

return.” No, Jesus says, “whoever believes in Him.” You don’t earn this love from God. It’s a 

gift. The Father’s act of love in giving His Son is received through faith, which is given by 

the Holy Spirit. God says to you, “The gift is yours,” and you respond in faith, “Amen. Thank 

You.” That’s it. Faith is not a work you do. Faith is the means by which you receive God’s 

gifts and works for you. 

 By faith, God takes the miraculous mission He accomplished for the world—the entire 

world with its billions of people—and He gives it to you. All the world rebelled against God. 

God loved the world, even though they rebelled against them, because He created them. No 

matter how great our rebellion has been—no matter how greatly you’ve rebelled against 

your Creator, He is still your Creator and He is also your Redeemer. In the giving of His Son, 

God has redeemed you. He loved the world. He loved you. “For God so loved the world, that 

He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

 In the name of Jesus. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 
 


