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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 John the Baptist had been murdered. We celebrated his nativity last Sunday. This 

Sunday he’s dead. He declared, “I must decrease in order that He [the Christ] might 

increase.” How quickly he decreased! Our Lord Christ has traveled far north to Caesarea 

Philippi as a result. He is in the lands of Philip the Tetrarch—he’s the Philip in Philippi. He’s 

also the brother of the murderous Herod Antipas, who had taken Philip’s wife as his own 

and whom John the Baptist had called out. If anyone were sympathetic to John the Baptist, 

it’d be Philip. 

 So, when our Lord Jesus asks His disciples “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 

they immediately respond, “Some say John the Baptist.” People believed Jesus was John, 

escaped to Philip’s lands. After all, they preached the same message of repentance and 

forgiveness. But John had not escaped. Rather, his head was placed on a silver platter, 

offered by Antipas as a tribute to his lustful desire for his own niece, a desire exploited by 

her mother, his illegitimate wife. Sometimes soap operas and reality TV shows are more 

grounded in real life than we’d expect. 

 Others had other ideas. They recalled the prophet Elijah being translated into heaven, 

carried by a whirlwind whilst a chariot of fire separated him from his protégé. A prophecy 

spoke of Elijah’s return. He was even called “son of man” in the valley-of-dry-bones vision. 

These others were better educated, perhaps, but they were still off. Their speculation made 

sense, but that doesn’t mean it was right. In fact, they were wrong. Not only did they not 

know who Jesus is, but they didn’t know who John the Baptist was. John the Baptist was the 

promised Elijah, so says our Lord and so we know. 

 Yet others picked their favorite prophets. Jeremiah is mentioned specifically. Jesus of 

Nazareth is special, but not anyone really special. That’s what a lot of people today say, 

too—and even some atheists admit Jesus as special. He’s put forth as another historic 

figure that said some nice things about being nice to one another. While they couldn’t deny 
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His influence, they deny what it means—for us and for the world. Those people still failed 

to recognize Jesus as the Christ, the Son of Man, the Savior of the nations come. 

 Our Lord turns to the disciples, those who had traveled with Him and knew Him best. 

He asks, “But who do you say that I am?” “I have told you the truth. I have spoken clearly. I 

have cast out demons, fed thousands, healed multitudes. What is your confession?” This is 

where the rubber meets the road. This is what it all comes down to, folks. To confess means 

to repeat the truth. Who will they say Jesus of Nazareth is? Had they been listening? Are 

their eyes open? Will they also be wrong? 

 Without a pause, it seems, Simon Peter, the chief apostle, blurts out an answer: “You are 

the Christ, the Son of the living God!” Now, this wasn’t an answer given without thought. I 

bet the apostles wrestled with this very question. Simon Peter was unsure of Jesus at first, 

but his brother Andrew insisted. As they traveled with our Lord, it would’ve been unusual if 

they didn’t question what they were doing, why they were following Him, what made them 

give up lucrative business and face running afoul of the legal authorities—both Jewish and 

Roman. Yet our Lord taught them, spoke with them, and offered them many proofs and 

signs to who He is and what He came to do. So, Simon Peter, intrepid and bold Simon Peter, 

repeated the truth and confessed: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God!” 

 Christ, anointed of God. In Hebrew: Messiah. The One promised to save God’s people 

from their enemies and all who hate them. He who will rule God’s people in perfect 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. St. Peter and the other apostles were witness to 

Jesus of Nazareth being anointed in the Jordan River. They beheld the Spirit rest on Him in 

the likeness of a dove. They heard the heavenly Father speak: “This is My Son, My beloved 

Son. Listen to Him.” 

 Son of God indeed! Jesus of Nazareth is truly a Son of Man, fully human, and yet He is 

much more. He is also eternally the true Son of God. The Father declared it so. The signs 

and miracles confirmed it, engendering in the apostles’ hearts belief.  

 Son of the living God. Gods of our own fancies, imaginations, fears and desires—those 

are dead gods. They’re dead because they neither have life nor do they create or preserve 

life. Instead, those who are spiritually dead create them. Flesh gives birth to flesh. But Spirit 

gives birth to spirit. He is the Spirit of life. And Jesus of Nazareth is the One by whom all 

things have been made. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. The Resurrection and the 
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Life. All who believe in Him have life—and yet they die, still they live! Abraham longed to 

see our Lord’s day. He has, and he rejoiced! So it is with all who die in Christ. 

 Thus, our Lord declares Simon, Jonah’s son, to be blessed. To Simon Peter had been 

given the gift of confessing truly that Jesus is the Christ. This was revealed to Simon Peter 

by the Father who is in heaven. Likewise, it has been revealed to us by the same God. He is 

our Father, who named us and claimed us in the waters of Holy Baptism. In those sacred 

waters, He placed His divine name on us—in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. Claiming us, He gave us to pray boldly and confidently as His Son Jesus 

taught: “Our Father, who art in heaven.” His name was hallowed in us. His kingdom came to 

us. His will was done for us. He created within us hearts to recognize His gifts. He forgave 

us our trespasses, rescuing us for salvation. He led us out of temptation. He delivered us 

from the evil one. We are blessed to confess with Simon Peter: “Amen.” 

 This confession of Christ—this repeating of the truth of Jesus of Nazareth—is the rock 

on which the Church is built. It is a bulwark against all the enemies of God. It is a mighty 

fortress against the hordes of darkness, which stream forth from the gates of hell, to attack 

and harry God’s people. Though the hordes beat incessantly against this confession, they 

can not overcome it. In the end, the truth will always come out. The truth will always win. 

The truth will crush all lies and those of the Lie. The truth will set you—you sons of God—

the truth will set you free. 

 As our Lord’s enemies batter against the kingdom, laying siege against God’s name 

being hallowed and His kingdom coming, we have entrance. They may not enter, for 

nothing unholy—fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, homosexuals, thieves, 

coveters, drunkards, revilers, extortioners—nothing unholy will enter the kingdom of God. 

Such were some of you, but you were washed, you were sanctified. You were named and 

claimed by God in Holy Baptism. 

 Having thus been cleansed, made holy, gifted with faith in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of 

the living God, you are to confess just as St. Peter confessed. So it was also with St. Paul. He 

was a reviler, idolater, and coveter—at the least. He was given to confess the same Jesus of 

Nazareth, the same Christ, the same Son of the living God. We are called to confess with 

them. We are to proclaim Him who called us out of darkness and into His marvelous light, 

in which is life and salvation. We are given to confess of only Christ and Him crucified as 
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love and hope. If we speak of love apart from Christ and His crucifixion, we speak not of 

love truly. If we have hope in anything other than Christ and His crucifixion, our hope is 

empty and guaranteed to disappoint. We are to be resolved to confess nothing among us 

except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 

 Our Lord died on the cross to pay for sin, to appease the heavenly Father, to rescue us 

from death and the devil. This is who the Son of Man is. He is the One who suffered and died 

for all people. He is the One exalted by the Father who is in heaven, and His reign is 

everlasting. Apart from a repetition of this truth, all other ideas of Jesus of Nazareth are 

incomplete, imperfect—apart from His crucifixion, all other ideas of our Lord are wrong. 

 That means we must heed the message of repentance and forgiveness that John the 

Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth preached. It’s the very same message preached by St. Peter 

and St. Paul, whose festival we observe today. We honor these two apostles by giving all 

honor and praise and glory to Jesus, the Christ. In Him, though they have died—St. Peter 

crucified upside down, St. Paul beheaded—though they have died, yet they live in Him. He 

is the living God! 

 To win this life, Christ gave His life on the cross. To distribute this life, our Lord gave the 

keys of the kingdom of heaven to His Church. Her ministers, including St. Peter and St. Paul, 

were given authority to exercise these keys. With heavy heart and deep sympathy, her 

ministers bind the sins of those who are unrepentant—those still embracing unholiness, 

embracing all those sinful things mentioned earlier. Of those who repent, feeling sorrow 

over their sin and desiring to do better, her ministers have the joy to loosen, that is, forgive 

them their sins. In His stead. By His command. Whatever they bind and loose on earth, will 

certainly be bound or loosed in heaven. Where there is the forgiveness of sins, there is also 

life and salvation. 

 Having heard the truth, our Lord asks us, “But who do you say that I am?” “I died for 

you. I won forgiveness for you. I cleansed you in Holy Baptism. I have fed you with My body 

and blood. I sent My prophets and apostles for you. I have given My servants St. Peter and 

St. Paul to declare Me to you. What is your confession?” 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


