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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law have a very particular view of sinners. 

Sinners are to be rejected, to be avoided. Sinners ought not be in God’s presence, except for 

God to condemn them and send them to the fires of Hell. You don’t hang around with bad 

people. They’ll lead you into sin. We tell our children: “I don’t want you hanging around 

that boy. He’s no good.” “Stay away from those kids, they’ll just lead you into trouble.” We 

know why the Pharisees feel the way they do. 

 Let’s take this to another level. We like to see the bad guys lose. We like to see the villain 

get his just desserts. Don’t deny it. Whenever we watch a movie or read a book or hear 

about some conflict, we want the good guys to win and the bad guys to lose. We hear about 

some murderer and how he tortured and slowly killed his victim. We want him to pay for 

his crime. We want the police to catch him, to punish him.  

 Quite a number of people who believe in Hell believe in it because it is the final justice. 

The athlete who gets away with murder, the politician who doesn’t have to pay for his or 

her crime, will finally have to pay in the afterlife. That’s justice—if not in this life, then in 

the next. There’s an old Jewish proverb: “There is joy before God when those who provoke 

Him perish from the world.” Again: “There is joy before God when those who provoke Him 

perish from the world.” We’re happy when a murderer is caught and punished. But this 

proverb goes one step further: it says God is happy when sinners get what they deserve. 

 Yet Jesus is sitting down and eating with sinners. You don’t just go out to eat with 

anyone. Eating with them means more than just the simple act, it means welcoming them 

and recognizing them. It means accepting them as they are and not holding it against them. 

And sitting with Jesus are tax-collectors. Tax-collectors robbed other people of their well-

earned money by taking more than the government demanded. Tax-collectors forced 

people to endure hardship. Tax-collectors feasted on the choicest of meats and fine wines 

while others hungered, thirsted. These are the bad guys. They ought to get what they 

deserve. And Jesus, this prophet of God, welcomes tax-collectors. 
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 Not only tax collectors, but other sinners. Sinners such as the adulterous woman. The 

type of person who wrecks families by sleeping with another person’s spouse. Takes that 

most sacred part of a married couple’s relationship and defiles it by sharing another’s bed. 

Sinners such as those who don’t come to church. They have no regard for the Word of God. 

They dishonor and hurt and steal and lie and covet, doing evil in the eyes of God and in the 

eyes of men. They’re bad guys. They should get what they deserve. And Jesus, this prophet 

of God, is welcoming sinners? 

 Yes, indeed! Jesus welcomes sinners. He sits down and eats with them. He proves that 

old Jewish proverb wrong! Jesus doesn’t just welcome sinners to then reject them. Some of 

our Christian brethren mistakenly believe that God chooses some to be saved and others to 

be damned. They say that it is to God’s glory that people go to Hell. I don’t see anything 

glorious in punishing somebody. I don’t see anything glorious in rejecting somebody.  

 God’s glory and power and might are not found in His punishment of sinners, in giving 

people what they deserve. Rather, God’s glory and power and might are in His pardon. This 

reminds me of a scene in the movie Schindler’s List, that movie about the holocaust from 

about 20 years ago. If I remember correctly, there’s a scene where a Nazi officer is aiming 

his gun out a window. In his hands he holds the power to kill any of the prisoners. For any 

offense, no matter how small, he could end them. The character says that his ability to grant 

death is power. But another man tells him that it is not true power. He says that true power 

rests in the ability to grant life: to give pardon. True power rests in the ability to pardon the 

offense and no longer hold it against the person. In the act of pardoning, life is given. 

 In the pardoning of offense and sin, God finds joy. The Jewish proverb is wrong! God 

does not rejoice when someone goes to Hell! It’s not to God’s glory that some are lost. His 

glory is in just what Jesus does: sitting and eating with sinners, teaching them about the 

Good News. He teaches sinners that God seeks them out, rescues the lost, and saves them 

from eternal doom. 

 And so, Jesus tells these parables to show to the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law, 

and even us, that we are given to rejoice when another is saved. To reject sinners is to sin, 

to become a sinner as well. Even the Pharisees were sinners, in need of forgiveness. These 

parables challenge our sinful flesh and our ideas of what is right or wrong for God to do. 

These parables, though, also tell us of God’s overflowing love and mercy toward all who are 
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sinners. As Jesus says in Luke 19, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was 

lost” (v10). Truly, as St. Paul wrote to Timothy, “[God] desires all people”—Pharisees, 

teachers of the Law, tax-collectors, and sinners—“to be saved and to come to a knowledge 

of the truth” (1Tm 2:4).  

 These parables invite us to rejoice. “Rejoice with me,” says the shepherd when the 

sheep is found. “Rejoice with me,” says the woman when the coin is found. Each time a 

person is brought to faith, the angels answer God’s call to celebrate, rejoicing with Him in 

heaven. “Rejoice with Me,” says our Lord Jesus, “for I have pardoned you of your offenses—

I have forgiven your sins and given you life!” 

 The cries of joy and the sounds of celebration reverberated in the House of God when 

you were brought to faith. When you were baptized as an infant, or when you first trusted 

Jesus to forgive you your sins, heaven rejoiced. Or perhaps heaven is waiting to rejoice 

because of you today! About this parable Luther wrote: 

Therefore, if you know yourself to be a lost sheep, which has been enticed and led 
astray by the devil far from the right way, then take to heart this sermon of Christ. For 
your sake it is preached, in order that you may repent, that is, that you may be 
comforted by the Lord Jesus Christ and His grace, and be freed from the snares of the 
devil and become better (Luther, 286). 

 These parables struck a blow against the Pharisees and their reliance on self-

righteousness. The idea of God seeking out His people and rescuing them should’ve been 

familiar. They kept in remembrance the Exodus, the freedom from the bondage in Egypt. 

They were still free, not enslaved any longer, and God had come then, sending His servant 

Moses to lead them out. But, like many of us, once we were saved, we think that we do 

something to maintain God’s favor. We think that we earn God’s favor. 

 While it’s true that we strive to live God-pleasing lives, we don’t do so in order to make 

God happy. In our parables, did the sheep or the coin do anything to be found? It’s not 

about what we do, good or bad, past or present, but it’s all about what God has done in His 

Son Jesus Christ. Jesus came to find sinners. And once found, just as the shepherd and the 

woman held onto their possessions, we are held onto by Jesus. 

 St. John records Jesus’ words in his Gospel account, chapter 10: 

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of My hand. My 
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Father, Who has given them to Me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them 
out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are One” (vv27-30). 

 God holds onto the sinners, the bad guys. We’re all bad guys, dead in our trespasses and 

sins. If we got what we deserved, we’d all be going to Hell. Think of the story of Jesus Christ 

and His death. Here He is, the only innocent man among all men who are guilty. Here He is, 

the only good guy, surrounded by an entire world of bad guys. And what happens? He’s 

charged with the crime; He’s made out to be the bad guy. Jesus willingly went to take the 

punishment for all the guilty people of the world. Jesus bore the shameful death of a 

criminal for all the bad guys in the world. Jesus hung on the cross, and He died for the guilty 

ones’ punishment, for the bad guys’ punishment, for our punishment! 

 In this Good News, the Good Guy still wins. His heavenly Father raises Him from the 

dead. But this isn’t a case of the bad guys losing and the good guys winning. It’s the true 

win-win situation, for the Good Guy wins by giving the victory to the bad guys. His victory 

He gives to us. God’s power isn’t in the ability to cause death; it’s in His power to grant life. 

And not just any life, but eternal life. Our offenses are pardoned because of Jesus, and we 

are given life, held fast, and rejoiced over by all the angels in the heavenly host. 

 Likewise, we, God’s people on earth, rejoice when another person is brought to faith in 

Jesus our Lord. We rejoice when people come into Church, because it is here that faith is 

created and strengthened by the Word of God. Like the shepherd who found his sheep, or 

the woman who found her coin, we call our friends and neighbors over to rejoice with us 

and to celebrate. 

 We don’t want to reject them. We want to bring them into God’s mercy. We want to 

show God’s glory—the pardoning of offense in Christ and the granting of life. We want to 

tell them the Good News that Jesus receives sinners, one and all. 

 Therefore, rejoice! Rejoice with loud hosannas and shouts of joy! Rejoice that Jesus 

saves sinners! Jesus saves bad guys! Indeed, Jesus saves even us!  

 In His name.  

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
+ Jesus. 


