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Rev. Danny Mackey 
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Muncie, Ind. 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Today’s Old Testament reading concludes the true story of Joseph and his brothers. 

Joseph’s story is quite extensive—13 chapters! It’s a fantastic story. One of my favorites. 

Very significant. We can learn much from it. So, today I’d like to do something a little 

different. I want to meditate on Joseph’s story, to retell it. In the retelling, we’ll draw out its 

connection to Christ and the Gospel in our lives. 

 Joseph was the second youngest of Jacob’s 12 sons. His most beloved son. Jacob even 

bought Joseph a special coat, a coat of many colors. 

 Joseph’s brothers weren’t too happy with Joseph. Not only did they resent the 

favoritism, but Joseph also wasn’t as innocent as he seems. One day, when some of the boys 

were slacking off their shepherding duties, Joseph ran to Dad and told on them. Another 

day, Joseph received two special dreams from God—dreams that foreshadowed what the 

future held for the family. In one dream, the brother’s sheaves of grain were all bowing 

down to Joseph’s sheaf of grain. In the other dream, sun and moon and stars all bowed 

down to Joseph. Joseph boasted in his dreams. Father Jacob rebuked him, “Shall your 

mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?” 

 The brothers got fed up with Joseph. Teenage Joseph was just too much, strutting 

around with his many-colored coat and his dreams. They were all out tending the 

flocks…far away from home. They devised a plan. Kill the brat. Say a wild animal attacked 

him and devoured him. Reuben, the oldest brother, couldn’t stomach the fratricide, couldn’t 

stomach killing his own brother, so he recommended throwing Joseph into a pit. Maybe 

they could talk about it. He’d keep in the pit. So, that’s what they did. 

 Reuben went off and tended some of the flock and some Midianite traders came by. 

Aha! Let’s sell Joseph to the Midianites, said the brothers. Not only would they get rid of 

upstart Joseph, but they’d also make a little coin. So, that’s what they did. Joseph was sold 

into slavery. The brothers took the many-colored coat. They ripped the coat and stained it 
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with the blood of a goat. They reported to father Jacob that his son was eaten by a wild 

animal. Dad believed it. Jacob mourned his son for many days. 

 The Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt. He became a bondservant to a man named 

Potiphar. Potiphar was the captain of the guard, an officer in Pharaoh’s court. Through all 

this, the Lord was with Joseph, blessing all that Joseph did—blessing him with success. 

Potiphar noticed that Joseph’s work prospered. He made Joseph overseer of his entire 

household. For Joseph’s sake, God also blessed the Egyptian’s house. 

 Potiphar’s wife also noticed Joseph. She was attracted to him. She tried to seduce him, 

inviting him to her bed. Multiple times she tried to entice him. Multiple times Joseph 

rejected her advances. Spurned, she accused Joseph of attempting to force himself on her. 

Joseph was thrown into prison. Joseph declined further; Joseph fell from favored son to 

servant and then to inmate. 

 Still Joseph trusted in the Lord. And the Lord didn’t disappoint. The Lord gave Joseph 

favor in the warden’s eyes. Joseph was made overseer of the prisoners. Even in prison, God 

caused what Joseph did to prosper. Also, Joseph came to better interpret dreams. Two 

other prisoners, both servants of Pharaoh himself, shared their dreams. One was the 

former chief butler. Joseph said his dream meant that he would be chief butler again. The 

other was Pharaoh’s former baker. Joseph said his dream meant he would be hanged and 

eaten by the birds. Both dreams came true. But the chief butler forgot Joseph. 

 Pharaoh had some troubling dreams. Two of them. The first was of seven beautiful and 

fat cows and seven ugly and skinny cows. The thin cows gobbled up the fat cows. The 

second dream was of seven heads of grain, plump and good. But there were also seven thin 

and blighted heads of grain. The thin heads devoured the plump ones. None of the Egyptian 

wise men could interpret Pharaoh’s dreams. 

 The chief butler finally remembered Joseph in prison. He told Pharaoh. Joseph was 

brought before Pharaoh to interpret the two dreams. Joseph demurred: “It’s not in me; God 

will give Pharaoh an answer of peace.” Joseph explained that the two dreams meant the 

same thing. The seven fat cows and the seven plump heads of grain meant that Egypt would 

have seven years of bounty. But seven years of famine would follow, causing Egypt to forget 

the prosperity. Joseph counseled Pharaoh to choose a man to oversee storing up grain 

during the seven good years so that the land wouldn’t perish in the seven bad years. 



3 
 

Pharaoh chose Joseph. Joseph was made second in command in all of Egypt so that he could 

carry out this very task. 

 Famine did come after seven fat years. Joseph’s brothers back in the land of Canaan 

were almost out of food. They heard that Egypt had grain. Father Jacob sent them to buy 

food. They came to Joseph to get the grain and bowed down to him. But they didn’t know 

who he was. Joseph knew them, though. It had been some 20 years. Joseph didn’t reveal 

himself to them. Instead, he spoke roughly. He insisted that one of them stay behind until 

they brought back Benjamin. Benjamin was Joseph’s younger brother, who was left with 

their father. Jacob didn’t want to lose another son, so he kept Benjamin at home. 

 They did it. They anguished over it. When they returned, Joseph gave his brothers a 

special meal. He revealed himself. They were shocked and dismayed. They feared Joseph 

wanted revenge, vengeance. But Joseph only wanted his family back. He wanted to see his 

father. Joseph sought to comfort them: “Do not be grieved or angry with yourselves 

because you sold me here; for…God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in 

the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So it was not you who sent me here, 

but God.” 

 Father Jacob came down to Egypt. Father and lost son were reunited. All of the 

Israelites settled in Egypt, rescued from famine. A few years passed and Jacob died. 

Joseph’s brothers were still afraid. Did he withhold vengeance because of Dad? 

 This is where our reading from Genesis comes in. Joseph replied to their fear: “Do not 

be afraid, for am I in the place of God? You meant evil against me; but God meant it for 

good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.” 

 Thrown in a pit. Sold into slavery. Falsely accused. Imprisoned and forgotten. Raised up 

again. A stranger in a strange land. Reunited. Savior of your people. What would your 

attitude be toward them? According to your flesh, our old Adam, you might hold a serious 

grudge. Maybe plot over the years how you’d get back at them. That’s our sinful nature. We 

don’t want to be merciful. We want to get even—no, we want more than that. We want 

them to be crushed. We don’t want to forgive. Instead, we find fault in others—even if it’s 

just a speck in the eye compared with our own 2x4s. Joseph would’ve wrestled with it, too. 

 In the end, Joseph is merciful. He’s merciful because the Lord in whom he trusted is 

merciful. Joseph believed in a God who is slow to anger and compassionate to those who 
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take refuge in Him. Joseph’s refuge is this God. Joseph’s mercy is in this God. Finding refuge, 

being forgiven, Joseph likewise overflows with refuge and mercy to his brothers. Joseph 

doesn’t want them to suffer retribution. He doesn’t punish them. Rather, Joseph does good 

to them and their families and their little ones. He speaks kind, comforting words to them. 

 Joseph sees what only faith can see: the Lord loves him and is with him…even at life’s 

lowest points. He recognizes that God is behind those low points and even uses them to 

accomplish good. “It was not you who sent me here,” said Joseph, “but God.” Only faith can 

say this. God caused this hardship. That doesn’t mean God is the author of evil or sin or 

sickness or death. But in this fallen world, God even uses such things for our good. 

 “You meant it for evil,” Joseph said to his brothers, “But God meant it for good.” The 

Lord allows us to suffer illness or trials or hatred to kill our old Adam and to draw us to 

Himself ever more closely. He teaches us to trust in Him and to cling to nothing else for our 

help and salvation. He works all things together for the good of those who love and believe 

in Him, who are called according to His purpose. 

 Joseph learned his life’s ultimate purpose: to keep alive God’s promise made to his great 

grandfather Abraham. God had told Abraham that all the nations of the earth would be 

blessed through one of his descendants. God used Joseph to provide food for Jacob’s sons, 

Abraham’s descendants, the Israelites, so that out of Israel, many years later, the Messiah 

would be born. 

 In this story of Joseph, we see a foreshadowing of Jesus’ own. Like Joseph, Jesus is the 

beloved Son. After His birth, Jesus also is forced to go down to Egypt because Herod sought 

to take His life. Joseph’s purpose was to provide grain and bread, so Jesus Himself becomes 

the Bread of Life. Jesus went down into the pit of the grave and shed His blood for us, 

saving His people from death. God caused Jesus to come down, to suffer as He did, all to 

save for Himself a people. As Joseph was “dead” and then alive again to his father Jacob, 

Jesus is alive again literally from the dead to provide for us eternally in both body and soul. 

Just as Joseph spoke kindly, Jesus speaks to us words of comfort and reconciliation. Joseph 

finally revealed who he was to his brothers at a meal. So also on the road to Emmaus, two 

of Jesus’ followers were kept from recognizing Him after His resurrection. But He revealed 

Himself to them at a meal, in the breaking of the bread. Jesus continues to reveal and give 

Himself to us here in the breaking of the bread, in the Lord’s Supper. 
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 The Holy Spirit has given us the same faith He gave to Joseph. Living by faith in this 

Jesus, we don’t seek vengeance. We know that vengeance belongs to the Lord. Like Joseph 

we trust that He’ll do what is just and right. Above all we know Jesus suffered all the 

vengeance of the whole world’s sin on the cross, taking it away. Everything you had coming, 

everything anyone else deserves, Jesus experienced in our place to save us. The cross is the 

Father’s perfect mercy. We also now show mercy to others. The cross has absorbed all 

vengeance and punishment, freeing us to love and forgive…even our enemies. 

 Joseph said to his brothers, “Am I in the place of God?” By that, Joseph meant that it 

wasn’t his place to take vengeance. That belongs only to the Lord. Yet, in a very real sense, 

Joseph was in the place of God. Joseph, in forgiving his brothers, was merciful as the Lord is 

merciful. So it is in the Church still today—both for pastors and laypeople. According to my 

Office, I publicly forgive sins in the stead and by the command of Christ. You also stand in 

Christ’s stead and command to forgive your neighbor privately, wherever God has placed 

you in this world. As a member of the Body of Christ, you stand in the place of God to 

forgive and to love one another. That’s why Christ says, “Be merciful, even as your Father is 

merciful.” 

 In His name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


