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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 “Let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as the one who 
serves…. But I am among you as the One Who Serves” (vv26, 27b). 

 The argument among the disciples started with Jesus’ statement that one of them was 

going to betray Him. They’re sitting around the table on the eve of Christ’s death. Jesus has 

already instituted the feast of which we still partake. He has served them, washing their 

feet. And He has announced, “For the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to 

that man by whom He is betrayed” (Lk 22:22). Then the debate begins. 

 It quickly goes from “I’m not the one who’s going to betray Him” to “Because I’m the 

greatest.” Each argues why he wouldn’t betray Jesus by pointing out his strong points. It 

appears that this argument wasn’t all that uncommon among the apostles. Once, while in 

Capernaum, Jesus set a little child before them and said that if they wanted to be great in 

the kingdom of God, they had to be like the child (Mk 9). Again, they had been arguing 

about who was the greatest. We don’t know how many times they argued thusly, but 

Scripture records two distinct occurrences. 

 Jesus cuts into their self-righteous squabbling and directs the conversation to Himself—

as it ought to be. He declares, “For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one who 

serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the One Who Serves.” 

In other words, “Do you all think you’re better than Me? I’ve been serving you all evening: 

washing your feet, setting the table, giving you My own body and blood in the Sacrament. 

And now you’re arguing about who should be served by whom? What are you saying about 

Me with your bickering?” 

 That is the question: “What are we saying about Christ?” In the life of the Christian, we 

must ask this question for we are instruments of His will. We are to be examples of the faith 

to those who see us. We are to be a light shining on a hill in the darkness of this world. We 

are to be the salt of the earth—a salt that doesn’t lose its saltiness. For when people look at 

us, they ought to see Christ, shouldn’t they? We are called “Christian,” because we are “little 

Christs,” as Luther put it. As little Christs we are to serve, for He is the One Who Serves. 
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 The apostles aren’t displaying Christ-like behavior, are they? Neither do we. Like those 

of this world, we use our authority and power to lord things over others. We try to control 

others, make them do what we wish, in order to get what we want. That’s abuse, folks. 

Worse than abusing our neighbor, that’s abusing Christ. When we fail love our neighbors 

and serve them as Christ has commanded, we are abusing His authority. By abusing that 

authority, we betray Christ and His command to serve one another.  

 Each apostle, as they bickered, betrayed Christ in His heart; Jesus wasn’t only betrayed 

by Judas Iscariot that fateful night, but by all His apostles. Even Peter (who was more in the 

right by focusing his attention toward Jesus), when he declared that he would never betray 

the Lord—even Peter was told that he’d betray Jesus three times before the rooster 

crowed. Oh, how we all have betrayed Christ with how we try to lord over one another, 

abusing His command, and seeking our own glory instead of Christ’s glory and our 

neighbor’s good. Oh, how we have sullied the noble name of Jesus before others with our 

selfishness and our lack of love! We have sought to make others serve us when we are 

commanded to serve them. 

 The apostles learned their lesson. Never perfectly, mind you, yet they learned it well. 

Their lives became devoted to serving Jesus and His Word—their lives given in faith 

toward God and fervent love toward neighbor. And so, on this day, we remember Saint 

Bartholomew, Apostle. Little do we know about Bartholomew other than he was an apostle. 

Bartholomew is also known as Nathanael, the disciple in whom there is no guile (Jn 1:45-

51). Tradition tells us that Bartholomew traveled to India, Matthew’s account of the Gospel 

in hand. Tradition also indicates that this apostle started the Armenian Church, where he 

was executed for proclaiming the Gospel. It’s said that Bartholomew was flayed alive and 

then crucified upside-down. Bartholomew, like the other apostles, gave his life to the Lord, 

serving both God and neighbor. Bartholomew served the Word! 

 Bartholomew is an example for us. He who once was selfishly boasting of why he was 

the greatest became humble to the point of death, even death on a cross. It is as Saint Paul 

tells us in our epistle lesson, “[We] always [are] carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so 

that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies” (2Co 4:10). Bartholomew’s life 

reflected the life and death of Christ. Jesus’ life was manifested—shown to all the world—in 

Saint Bartholomew. 
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 But Bartholomew wasn’t the first to do this, nor would he be the last. Eleven of the 

twelve apostles would be martyred for witnessing the faith, for serving the Word in faith 

and love. Many more, over the centuries, were murdered for declaring the Gospel. They and 

Bartholomew, as do we, have the example of Christ Jesus Himself. Jesus would show to the 

apostles and declare to all the world true service, true love. Jesus became humble, born of a 

virgin. Jesus was obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. It is on the cross of 

Calvary what Jesus truly means when He declares, “I am the One Who Serves.” 

JESUS, THE VERY WORD OF GOD, SERVES US! 

 On the cross Jesus gave His life for the life of the world. On the cross Jesus shed His 

blood for the forgiveness of our sins of bickering and selfishness and abuse and betrayal. 

On the cross Jesus served the Father by fulfilling His heavenly will and served us, His 

neighbor, by sacrificing Himself on our behalf. On the cross Jesus gave all the glory and all 

the praise to the Father who art in heaven. 

 Three days later God the Father raised His Son from the dead. Jesus who had been 

humbled is now exalted! Jesus who had been dishonored is now glorified! And it is the 

Risen Christ who appeared again to His disciples in the Upper Room later that day. Jesus 

spoke to them, just as He does in our Gospel lesson, about future glory. The apostles had 

been fighting over a place in an earthly kingdom, but Jesus’ death shattered that idea. His 

kingdom is not of this world but of a greater glory. 

 Saint Bartholomew, as will we all—barring Christ’s return—Saint Bartholomew met 

death. But Jesus made a promise to him and the other apostles, “You are those who have 

stayed with Me in My trials, and I assign to you, as My Father assigned to Me, a kingdom, 

that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom and sit on thrones judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel” (vv28-30). Jesus is speaking of an everlasting kingdom. It’s a 

kingdom of the living, those raised to life imperishable. It’s a kingdom of future glory, a 

kingdom yet to come. We know this kingdom isn’t yet fully realized because the apostles 

can’t eat and drink without their bodies. So, it is a promised kingdom.  

 To Bartholomew and the other apostles will be given thrones, from which they shall 

rule over all the faithful. But their leadership won’t bother us. We won’t wonder why they 

have positions of authority. Jesus tells us that they will be so honored because they stayed 

with Him in His trials. And Bartholomew and the others will rule over us as true and 
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devoted servants—not as slaves nor as tyrants, but as those given to love us abundantly 

with Christ’s own love, which flows from the Father’s love. They will be a blessing to us 

even come the new heaven and new earth! 

 We, along with Bartholomew and the apostles, can trust this promise of Jesus. Where 

we might—and indeed do—betray Him, He will never betray us and His Word. His 

resurrection is the proof. It is the proof of our own resurrection to eternal life and His 

kingdom of glory. And there, in His kingdom, along with all the saints, we will serve—serve 

in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 

 In the meantime, we are still on this earth, in this world, are we not? We are called to be 

little Christs, displaying in our bodies the life of Christ. We are to follow His example and 

the examples of the saints who have gone before us to serve. We are to serve the Word of 

God. We serve it to our neighbor so that he or she may know of Christ’s promise of the 

kingdom. Whatever position we find ourselves in—leadership of any kind—we are to use it 

in service for our neighbor and his or her salvation. And, while looking to the promised 

glory to come, we trust Jesus’ promise, and we give all the glory and all the praise to Jesus, 

the One Who Serves. For we serve because He first served us. 

 In His name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 
 


