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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see!” 

 After the seventy-two return, Jesus speaks to them, privately, much like He had taken 

the man who was deaf and mute aside in last Sunday’s reading. He commends the disciples’ 

faith in Him as the Son of the heavenly Father. He tells them that they are blessed to behold 

Him as the very Son of God, the Messiah, the Christ. Many others beheld Jesus as simply a 

man, a teacher, maybe a miracle worker. But, on account of the faith, Jesus’ disciples 

recognized Jesus for what He truly is. 

 The same goes for us. Consider Baptism. While many see a cute baby getting a splash of 

water, we behold a greater reality. On account of the faith, we behold the heavenly Father 

claiming the child as His very own, joining the child through water and the Word to Christ’s 

death and resurrection, and thereby the working of that child’s salvation. By means of the 

Spirit’s work in Baptism, that child is transferred from the devil’s kingdom and into Christ’s 

own. The child becomes an heir of God, promised eternal life. Only on account of faith can 

we behold this. “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see” indeed! 

 This inheritance of eternal life is about which a certain lawyer asks Jesus. Perhaps he’s 

interrupting Jesus’ private chat with His disciples, which would be rude. Nevertheless, the 

lawyer is a rude jerk, challenging Jesus and putting Him to the test. He’s an unbeliever, 

because one can’t believe in the Father and not also in the Son. Also, if he were a believer, 

he’d know better than to put the Lord God to the test, right? 

 Jesus puts this certain lawyer to the test. But He allows the lawyer to set the ground 

rules by asking, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” It’s much like being 

challenged to a duel and asking your enemy to choose the weapons to be used. So the 

lawyer, not willing to pass up a good opportunity to gain the upper hand, answers by 

quoting Deuteronomy 6:5—“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 

Jesus then uses the lawyer’s answer against him: “You have answered correctly; do this, 

and you will live.” 
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 A certain lawyer came to Jesus thinking he had to do something to inherit eternal life—

“What must I do…?” But the standard is so high, so complete, so utterly unattainable, that 

the Law begins to come down upon this certain lawyer. He’s trapped, stuck under the ever-

enlarging shadow of the Law, as it descends upon him. So the lawyer looks for an escape—

that’s what the text means when it says the lawyer was “desiring to justify himself.”  

 Jesus sets the lawyer up. But I don’t think Jesus desires to humiliate the lawyer because 

He wants the guy to squirm, to be defeated. Rather, Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. 

Jesus desires that all should be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth. This lawyer, 

although he didn’t know it, was lost. He didn’t love the Lord God with all his heart, soul, 

strength, and mind; he didn’t love his neighbor as himself. None of us do. So Jesus brings 

the Law to bear, to crush this certain lawyer, in order that knowledge of his sin might 

increase. 

 That’s why Christ and His preachers preach the Law, folks. Christ takes no pleasure in 

the suffering of others—nor should His preachers. The Law is preached so that you might 

recognize your need. And that need is constant. You still have flesh and blood. You are still 

in the world. The devil still prowls around, seeking to harm you. Sin’s desire is for you, but 

you must rule over it. And so the Law is preached so that your sin might be curbed and that 

you might be accused when you do wrong. If you’re not corrected, you’ll never do better. If 

your condition is never diagnosed, you will never be treated and cured. Thus it was that 

Jesus preached the Law to this lawyer—and we too also get to have it preached to us.  

 By this point in the text, the Law is already doing its part. The lawyer is convicted, 

especially regarding the second table of the Law—the command to love your neighbor as 

yourself. But, as lawyers are wont to do, he wants to use the Law to justify himself. So he 

asks the question, “Who is my neighbor?” He’s not trying to get around the Law. His 

conscience has been pricked and he’s looking for a way to somehow prove—by the Law—

that he’s a good guy, a faithful Jew, upright and righteous. 

 To show the lawyer his error’s full extent, Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan. 

But more importantly, Jesus tells this certain parable to show the full extent of His 

compassion on this certain lawyer—and on us. 

 Our translation simply says, “a man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho.” I agree 

with the King James that puts it as “a certain man.” And I think that this “certain man” is the 
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certain lawyer to whom Jesus is speaking. And I think this lawyer comes to realize that 

Jesus is talking about him. 

 He’s been waylaid by robbers, that is, this lawyer has been beaten and robbed of the 

inheritance of eternal life. Remember, we’re talking about what must be done to inherit 

eternal life. That’s what’s at stake. Jesus and the lawyer haven’t forgotten; neither should 

we. But this certain man has been stripped and beaten and abandoned, left half dead. 

Maybe the man had eternal life, that is, faith at one point. But now he’s left without. 

 Well, a priest and then a Levite saw the man in his sorry estate, but both crossed to the 

other side of the road and passed by this certain man. Both of these men together represent 

the Law. Jesus is telling the lawyer, “You can’t justify yourself by the Law. Its job isn’t to 

justify you. It’s incapable of justifying you.”   

 But a Samaritan comes by. Samaritans weren’t under the Law—they didn’t follow the 

ceremonial commands, keep kosher, or anything like that. That’s one of the many reasons 

why the Samaritans were despised by the Jews. It’s for both of these reasons together that 

Jesus chooses a Samaritan: one who is despised and one who was also not under the Law. 

 The despised and not-under-the-law one sees the certain man—the lawyer, I say—and 

he has compassion. This word compassion is splachna in the Greek—it’s a wrenching of the 

guts—splachna, guts. And this compassion is something only God has. Jesus looks over the 

crowd of thousands and has compassion on them, so He feeds them. Jesus beholds the 

Israelites are like a people without a shepherd, so He has compassion on them and leads 

them as a shepherd. Jesus has compassion on those brought to Him so that He might touch 

them, so He reaches out His hand and heals them. Compassion is God’s domain. And 

because of this beautiful word compassion, the Church has universally understood and 

taught that this Samaritan is a picture of Christ Himself. That’s why we call this the parable 

of the Good Samaritan. Only One is good, says Jesus. Good, indeed. 

 Jesus is the despised One. Prophet Isaiah says, “He is despised and rejected of men; a 

man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he 

was despised, and we esteemed him not” (Is 53:3). Jesus is also the One who was not under 

the Law, but was born under the Law, as Apostle Paul writes to the Galatians: “But when 

the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 

to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” (Gal 
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4:4). “Adoption as sons”—that’s inheritance-of-eternal-life language, folks. We’re still 

talking about eternal life. 

 Now Jesus was despised and hated by this lawyer—an enemy. But He has compassion 

on the lawyer. He preaches the Gospel, proclaiming the good news of what He does for the 

lawyer and for all people. 

 He went to him and bound up his wounds. “By his wounds you have been healed,” 

preaches St. Peter (1Pt 2:24b). 

 He poured upon him oil and wine. He cared for the certain man, just as Christ cares for 

us through the anointing oil of Baptism and the blessed wine, which is Christ’s blood in the 

Sacrament of the Altar. St. Augustine spends much time preaching thusly. 

 Then He sets the certain man on His own animal, for the man can do nothing to save or 

help himself. He is completely passive, totally reliant on the compassion of One he regards 

as an enemy. And the compassionate One brings the man to an inn, that is, into a place of 

safety and refuge, a mighty fortress both the psalmist and Luther put it. We’re speaking of 

the Church, of course.  

 And He presses the innkeeper into taking care of the certain man. Jesus has given this 

charge to His apostles and those who follow in the apostolic Ministry. “Feed My lambs, tend 

My sheep, feed My sheep,” says our Lord (Jn 21). “Beginning in Jerusalem, preach 

repentance and forgiveness in My name” (Lk 24). “Make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them all that I 

have commanded you” (Mt 28). “A new command I give to you: as I have loved you, love 

one another” (Jn 13). 

  Then Jesus seals this parable with the Samaritan giving two denarii to the innkeeper 

and also the promise of returning. What’s the significance of the denarii? Each one was a 

day’s wage. And so we see three day’s activity in our parable. On the first day, the despised 

and compassionate One rescues His enemy from defeat and death. He goes away for two 

days, having paid the price in advance, just so that He might return the next. Three days. Do 

you see it? Do you see it? It’s the resurrection! Jesus died, rescuing His enemies from defeat 

and death, paid the price in advance, and then returned on third day, having risen from the 

dead. 
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 Jesus asks this certain man, this certain lawyer—it’s in the Greek, folks!—the lawyer’s 

question, but Jesus turns it on its head. It’s no longer a question of justifying oneself with 

the Law—because the Law can’t justify. Instead, it’s a question of the Gospel. And this 

certain lawyer answers this question correctly, just as he answered the question of the Law 

correctly just minutes before. “Which of these three—the priest, the Levite, or the despised 

and not-under-the-Law Samaritan—do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who 

fell among the robbers?” “Who is my neighbor?” becomes “Who is a neighbor to me?” 

 The answer is “The One who showed him mercy.” And with this answer—I say—the 

certain lawyer confesses faith in Christ. The Law has done its work, leaving this certain 

man robbed of the false idea that he can justify himself with the keeping of the Law. And 

the Gospel has done its work, as Jesus has proclaimed Himself as the One who shows 

mercy. The lawyer, by the calling of the Gospel, is no longer hostile, putting Jesus to the test, 

but has become a believer. He who was not justified has become justified. He who desired 

to inherit eternal life has simply received eternal life through faith in the Son of the Father. 

His eyes were opened that day, I contend. And this certain lawyer is blessed to see what he 

sees! Prophets and kings desired to see what he sees and did not see it, and to hear what he 

hears and did not hear it! Blessed, indeed! 

 Thus justified and thus beholding Jesus as the Christ by faith, this certain lawyer is 

given one final Word by Jesus. It’s not a Word to challenge or to convict the lawyer’s 

conscience. Rather, it’s a Word of instruction and guidance. It’s a Word of the new 

obedience that flows from faith. Jesus directs, “You go, and do likewise,” that is, be merciful 

to those nearby to you who have need of mercy or, put another way, love your neighbor. 

Don’t love them because you need to love them in order to inherit eternal life—you already 

have eternal life in Christ—but love them because they need your love. 

 Only in faith can one do as Christ commands here. For that reason, I am convinced that 

this certain lawyer came to faith that day, converted and brought into Christ’s kingdom. Do 

you see it, too? “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see!” says the Lord. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


