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Rev. Danny Mackey 
St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist (Observed) 
September 22, 2019 
Matthew 9:9-13; Ephesians 4:7-16 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Muncie, Ind. 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 And [Christ] gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ (Eph 4:11-12 KJV). 

 The Lord Jesus called St. Matthew, saying, “Follow Me.” Matthew leaves his tax booth, 

being raised up, and follows the Christ. But who is this Jesus? What did it mean for the 

apostle to follow Him? And what does it mean for us to follow Him? 

 The world is good about assigning labels and positions and places for people. Of 

Matthew, we call him saint and apostle, but the world called him tax collector. His 

countrymen called him traitor and scoundrel and cheat. We don’t know how Matthew 

ended up in that profession. What is most surprising is Matthew’s knowledge of the Old 

Testament Scriptures. Coupled with the name Levi, one could conclude that being a tax 

collector wasn’t Matthew’s first occupation. Could it be that Matthew had been a priest, a 

scribe, or a rabbi? But now his lot was to be despised by his own kin and to collect taxes 

from conquered Israel for victorious Rome. 

 The world has assigned labels to Jesus of Nazareth as well. The most common is “Jesus 

was a great man.” Others say He was a philosopher, a teacher, or a great speaker. Still 

others claim He was an anarchist and a revolutionary. Jesus has even been called a 

community organizer. 

 With His call “Follow Me,” Jesus was not simply organizing a community. He didn’t have 

Matthew invite all his sinner friends to dinner in order to address a social ill or set up a 

demonstration. Jesus is indeed a teacher, the Great Teacher. He kept audiences captivated 

with His speaking for days on end. He was in no way an anarchist. He led no revolt against 

Rome or the standing Jewish leadership—in fact, Jesus commanded His disciples both to 

pay their taxes to Rome and to listen to the Jewish leaders who sat on the seat of Moses. To 

boil Jesus down to one or more of these descriptors would be to disservice—even to 

blaspheme—Him. Jesus is more than these. Much more. 
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 Our opening hymn proclaimed, “Thy strong word did cleave the darkness.” It is the 

Word of God that spoke all things into being. It is the Word of God that broke into the 

darkness of our sin with the light of His righteousness. It is the Word, the Word, the Word! 

And Jesus is the very Word of God, the Word made flesh, the Word that has visited His 

people and redeemed them. It was the Word of God that stood before St. Matthew that day 

as he was sitting at his tax booth. It is the Word of God that rescued the apostle from sin 

and brought him into the marvelous light of salvation. As our gradual proclaims, “Thy Word 

is a lamp unto [our] feet and a light to [our] path.” 

 Who is this Jesus? Jesus is Savior, Redeemer, God and Lord. Jesus is the Word of God. 

Jesus is He who calls out to the world, “Follow Me.” He doesn’t declare, “Follow My 

teaching” or “Follow My example.” He declares, “Follow Me.” So what does it mean to follow 

Jesus? What does it mean for St. Matthew? What does it mean for you? 

 To follow Jesus is a personal call. It’s personal for two reasons: first, it’s an intimate call 

to you, one which affects your life in the most profound and awesome way; second, it is a 

call to follow the person of Jesus. He doesn’t invite you to believe in an idea or a method. He 

doesn’t invite you to give your life for your country or nation or people. He does invite you 

to follow Him, God made Man, the God-Man. He invites you to follow Him who is true God, 

begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary. He invites 

you to believe in Him as Lord. 

 Not just any Lord, either. Jesus calls you to believe that He has redeemed you, a lost and 

condemned person, purchased and won you from all sins, from death, and from the power 

of the devil. This is just as Jesus had rescued St. Matthew from the prison of his tax booth. 

But, more importantly, Jesus rescued Matthew from his sin. Jesus brought with Him healing 

and forgiveness for sin-sick souls. Jesus said, “Those who are well have no need of a 

physician, but those who are sick [do have need].” 

 And so this call is also to acknowledge who and what you are: a sinner. What label have 

you put on Jesus? Have your actions proclaimed to the world who your God and Savior is? 

Have you boiled the Christ down to mere teacher or community organizer or all-around 

nice guy? Have you relied solely on Jesus, or do you rely on yourself for salvation? Have you 

tried to pay the price for your sin with your good works? Are you healthy, or are you sick? 
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 For the sick, Jesus went to the cross. There, on Calvary, Jesus purchased the medicine 

for your souls not with gold or silver but with His holy, precious blood and with His 

innocent suffering and death. On the cross Jesus redeemed Matthew and his sinful ways, 

clothing the tax collector with apostleship, clothing the sinner with sainthood. On the cross 

Jesus redeemed you and your sinful ways, making you saints as well! 

 So, what does it mean for St. Matthew to follow Jesus? It means he is saved for eternal 

life. It means that just as Jesus is risen from the dead, lives, and reign to all eternity, so will 

it be for Matthew. It also meant that, while the apostle lived his earthly life, he was to live 

under Jesus in His kingdom and serve Him in righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 

This Matthew did. Matthew told the world about his Lord Jesus. He started with inviting his 

sinner friends to dinner with Jesus. He followed Jesus for three years, traveling throughout 

Judea and the surrounding countryside. Years later, inspired by the Holy Spirit, Matthew 

penned the very Gospel from which we read this morning, becoming one of only four 

Evangelists. Matthew would declare how Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law and the 

Prophets—the Messiah who would save His people from their sins. 

 Likewise, Jesus’ call to you means a call to faith in Him and a call to obedience. The 

promise of the resurrection of the body and of eternal life with God is for you as well as St. 

Matthew. Our Lord has given to His Church Matthew as both an apostle and evangelist “for 

the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 

Christ.”  

 The Word of Christ, inspired by the Holy Spirit and penned by this dear saint, is 

perfecting you, that is, it is conforming you in the image of the Perfect One, in the image of 

God’s own Son, in the image of Christ.  

 Jesus called His apostles and they in turn laid their hands upon pastors to preach 

Christ’s Word and administer His sacraments to save and to preserve unto everlasting life. 

Through such gifts to the Church—through such called-and-ordained men—salvation is 

accomplished in you. This is the work of the ministry.  

 This edifies, this builds up the body of Christ, His Church, of which we are all members 

and together are the whole. In this body Jesus is displayed in Word and deed. Telling the 

world about Jesus is the job of the Church. We dare not allow the world to do it—it can only 

mess up the message. Rather, we are given as a gift to the world to proclaim Jesus and how 
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He has redeemed both sainted Matthew and sainted us—how He’s saved our sin-sick souls 

and leads us into everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. As the Church, we 

can confidently declare the good news that Jesus is the very Word of God, Savior, 

Redeemer, Lord and God. 

 This is what it meant when Jesus called Matthew as an apostle and evangelist. This is 

what it means for us, as the Church, when Jesus calls today, saying, “Follow Me.” 

 In His name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


