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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 The Pharisees were watching Jesus carefully. Jesus was watching them, too. 

 These teachers of Israel were watching for Jesus to make a mistake. Their hope was that 

Jesus would break their Sabbath rules. Jesus had done it before, healing a man with a 

withered hand. The disciples had been snacking on heads of grain as they passed through a 

field. Both violations of the Sabbath, so said these Pharisees. Great offenses, said these 

Pharisees. Now, if they could catch Him again, maybe this time the people would see how 

great a sinner this Jesus of Nazareth truly is! 

 Now a man with dropsy is brought before Jesus. Dropsy is a swelling caused by water 

pockets in the body’s tissue. Very painful, especially in the joints. More importantly, dropsy 

was believed to have been caused by immorality—much like HIV or an addiction to opioids. 

Maybe the Pharisees had this guy there just so they could see how Jesus reacted—a set-up, 

of sorts. Or maybe this poor fellow crashed the dinner party, desperate for Jesus’ healing. 

Either way, Jesus addresses the Pharisees. He’s going to take care of the man—that’s a 

foregone conclusion. But the Pharisees and their healing—that’s what’s in doubt. 

 If we think this passage is about how Jesus overcomes His detractors—gets one over 

the Pharisees yet again—we’re missing the point. Jesus doesn’t attend this dinner party to 

exalt Himself over the Pharisees. If that were the case, Jesus would be condemned by His 

own words: “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 

himself will be exalted.” Far from it! Jesus sits among these rivals, these opponents, these 

enemies, these Pharisees—He sits among them, because He loves them. Jesus is working on 

the Sabbath to save these Pharisees. His rest? That will come later. They have fallen into a 

well, so to speak: a dank, dark hole that leads to death. They need rescue. They need it now. 

And so Jesus comes to work on the Sabbath in order that the Pharisees might have rest. 

 Yes, Jesus loves even those who hate Him. Jesus loves those who plot against Him and 

will seek to kill Him. If He didn’t love them, He wouldn’t even have spoken with them, much 
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less sit down and have dinner with them. And with love, He preaches the Law: “Is it lawful 

to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 

 Love is the fulfillment of the Law. “Love the Lord your God” and “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.” Love fulfills the Law. The letter of the Law, which these Pharisees were 

exceptional at keeping, didn’t always seem to go with the spirit of the Law—the spirit 

which is love. To illustrate this point, Jesus asks the son-or-ox-in-the-well question. Jesus’ 

hearers get it. That’s why they don’t respond. They get it, but they’re not happy about it. 

That’s why they couldn’t respond.  

 Now it’s Jesus’ turn. He’s been watching them. He’s got a great view, too—more than 

likely sitting in the chief place of honor. After all, His fame had spread throughout the whole 

country. Everyone was there to see Jesus of Nazareth, the miracle worker, the preacher 

from Galilee, the One who even raises the dead! So, sitting in the chief place, Jesus can see 

all the others jostling and jockeying for the prime seats.  

 He tells this parable about the arrogant and proud being humiliated and the meek and 

mild being rewarded. It’s kind of an outlandish parable. In this world, maybe the proud 

might be humiliated—probably not. The humble being exalted, though? Almost most 

certainly not. That only happens in parables and stories—this world doesn’t work like that. 

And so, Jesus is telling a parable about the kingdom of God. Later in the chapter, in verse 15, 

one of Jesus’ hearers will get it, exclaiming, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the 

kingdom of God!”  

 And so this parable isn’t about how earthly kingdoms work but rather about how God’s 

kingdom works. “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed 

are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. …But woe to you who are rich, for 

you have received your consolation. Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry.” 

 Jesus wants the Pharisees to get it. He’s teaching them—just as He’s teaching us—so 

that they might not rely on their distorted understanding of the Law to save themselves. 

Rather, He wants them to know the true Law—that is, the eternal and immutable will of 

God. God would not see the arrogant and haughty dead. Rather, God wants all men—

everyone, folks!—to come to a knowledge of the truth, to be saved by faith in Jesus Himself. 

 “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled.” This is a good thing. God humbling 

you is a very good thing. It’s not just the Pharisees who think too highly of themselves. We, 
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too, are arrogant and proud. Anyone watching can see our lack of love for God and for 

others. We seek to exalt ourselves over others—as if this life were a competition, as if the 

stuff of this world is all that matters. We seek even to exalt ourselves over Jesus, just like 

these Pharisees were doing. But those who do these things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God. You, who do these things, will not inherit the kingdom of God.  

 Repent, therefore, or be cast down for all of eternity. Repent, or go to hell. 

 I say these things to you, because, as your pastor, I love you. We teach our children the 

Ten Commandments so they might be humbled and see themselves for what they truly are: 

sinners, in need of a savior. More importantly, they might see Jesus for what He is—not as a 

simple miracle worker or preacher from Galilee, but as the One who raises the dead, as God 

and Lord. Jesus is the only One who can fulfill the Law, fulfill the command to love God 

completely and to love others as Himself.  

 Jesus, in fulfilling the Law of love, accepted the Pharisees’ invitation, took the seat of 

honor, and bore their scrutiny. Without thought for Himself—thinking only of them—Jesus 

taught them, speaking these parables and others so that they might be humbled. And in 

humbling them, Jesus sought for them to be exalted in Him. Or, put another way, Jesus 

humbled Himself in order to exalt His enemies. 

 Some Pharisees, maybe these very ones, stood and mocked Jesus as He hang, dying, on 

the cross. Still, with love for them, He prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what 

they do.” Another Pharisee, years later, by the name of Paul of Tarsus, would be humbled 

and then raised up by Christ as an apostle. This is the love of God we have in Christ Jesus! 

 He likewise humbles Himself, visiting you here, in Muncie, this very morning. Watch 

Him carefully. Does He not teach you through His Word read and preached by lowly men? 

Does He not humble Himself in simple bread and wine, joining His very body and blood to 

such mundane things? Why does He do such things? So that you who are humble might be 

exalted. So that He might fulfill the Law in you. So that you might receive His love. 

 Repent, therefore, and be lifted up for all eternity. Repent, and receive the kingdom of 

God! 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


