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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 “In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by 
which He will be called: ‘The Lord Is Our Righteousness.’” 

 We are in His days—Jesus’ days. It is a time of great mercy and compassion, a time of 

grace for all humanity. It may not look it through the eyes of the world. It may not look it 

even through your eyes. Yet, these are Jesus’ days. He rules them with His strong arm and 

mighty hand, governs them with His good and gracious will. 

 In the day of Jeremiah, when God’s Spirit spoke these words through the prophet, the 

faithful were looking forward to the time in which we are now. The people of Israel were 

scattered throughout the world, the land of their fathers taken from them by the 

Babylonians. Why? Because false shepherds had arisen in Jerusalem and scattered the 

Lord’s flock. Why? Because false prophets had, with soothing words for itching ears, led the 

people to worship false gods. 

 Our day doesn’t look too different than Jeremiah’s. Many who once believed have 

forsaken the faith. Their children have been raised in idolatry—idolatry of false gods, of 

man and the world, of the self. Family members and friends worship the devil by many 

names: Allah, Buddha… any name other than the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. The devil is worshiped even as “no name,” the god of the atheist and fool. 

These false gods and false saviors still today seek to tear God’s people from Him. 

 Likewise, the teachers of God’s wisdom, just as in Jeremiah’s day, have turned the hearts 

and minds of the God’s flock to worldly wisdom. They attack the Bible, God’s written and 

revealed Word, with so-called scholarship. Genesis and the account of Creation has been 

usurped in the minds of God’s people with worldly Evolution. The values and morals, the 

instruction and discipline of God’s proverbs and laws, have been abandoned for that which 

is culturally acceptable. The world has many names: Science, Reason, Tolerance… any name 

other than the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. The godless 

heathen have always been godless heathen, but the people of God are being led down the 

same path of destruction. 
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 So what then makes today different than Jeremiah’s? What makes these days the days of 

Jesus? Grace, my brothers and sisters in Christ. Grace does. In Jeremiah’s day, God 

displayed His great power: floods, famines, hardships, the captivity of His people. We need 

only flip through the Old Testament to behold the almighty hand of the Lord Jehovah at 

work. It’s a hand of Judgment and Justice. It was the Age of Power. Yet, in these days, we 

behold God at work in a different way. As Jeremiah prophesied, “Behold, the days are 

coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and He shall 

reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.” 

 Jesus, the Son of God and the Son of David, is the fulfillment of this prophecy. Nearly two 

thousand years ago, the days of Christ came and continue on. That’s the reason why we 

date our calendars “A.D.,” that is, Anno Domini, the Year of our Lord. With the birth of 

Christ, the Age of Grace was ushered into the history of humanity. And what distinguishes 

these days? Jesus reigns as King. Seated at the right hand of the Father, all things have been 

placed beneath His feet. And He rules with wisdom, granting justice and righteousness. 

 What is Christ’s wisdom? Where is His justice and righteousness to be found? The 

answer to both questions is the same: the cross of Calvary. It is the wisdom of the cross, 

which is foolishness to the world and a stumbling block to the religious. There, on Calvary, 

justice was met, fulfilled, satisfied in the righteous offering of Jesus’ own body and blood. 

Because He has given Himself, there is grace. As Jeremiah also declared, “In His days Judah 

will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which He will be 

called: ‘The Lord Is Our Righteousness.’” Because the Lord has given Himself as our 

righteousness, the heavenly Father can regard us with favor. 

 All the false religions and false gods demand that we do something to earn divine favor. 

All the worldly ideas raise up man and his ability to be righteous and right. They operate as 

if God’s favor and our salvation can be accomplished by Power. But Jeremiah declares and 

Christ shows that it is only in Grace that salvation comes. The Branch of David, the King of 

Israel, the very Son of God must give to His people His own righteousness. Apart from Him, 

there is no justice. Apart from Him, there is no salvation. Apart from Him, there is no grace. 

 And Jesus has come, born of the Virgin, and saved His people from their sin. He has 

saved Judah, redeemed Israel, rescued Jeremiah and all those who trusted in the prophet’s 

Word. He has earned for us the Father’s favor. This age is an Age of Grace for ever more are 
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invited into the kingdom of heaven. It is an Age of Grace because you and I—not of the 

blood of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—you and I have been made citizens of heaven. God has 

been gracious to us, has He not? Jesus continues to come to us in grace, regarding us with 

mercy and compassion. Jesus continues to come to us in His Word, in His cleansing, in His 

forgiveness, in His Body and Blood in the Sacrament, and in His consolation. 

 His good and gracious will is that ever more be saved and brought into His kingdom. 

That is why we are still in this world. We have a land prepared for us—the new heaven and 

the new earth—but we have land here still to work. God’s gracious and saving Word must 

go out into all the world, be sown in the earth, watered with forgiveness, grown by His 

Spirit. And the result? “Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when 

they shall no longer say, ‘As the Lord lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the 

land of Egypt,’ but ‘As the Lord lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house of 

Israel out of the north country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.’ Then 

they shall dwell in their own land.” 

 They who shall dwell in their own land are all people who believe in Jesus, who trust in 

Jesus and the Father’s grace. Jeremiah speaks about the restoration of the nation of Israel, 

but, more importantly, he speaks about the hope of the age to come. Just as there was an 

Age of Power and now is an Age of Grace, there will be an Age of Glory. The glory of Israel, 

David and Judah will be come at the end of human history, on the Last Day, Christ’s final 

Advent. On that day, when Christ comes again, God’s grace will be made complete. We will 

be glorified, just as the Father has glorified the Son. He will look upon us with perfect favor 

and pleasure.  

 Until that Great Day, we, His Church, enjoy His grace and invite ever more to His 

kingdom. We look forward to another triumphal entry, when we shall march into the 

heavenly Jerusalem alongside our King Jesus. We pray, “Come, Lord Jesus!” We do so, 

trusting in the promises that Judah will be saved and Israel will dwell securely. And we call 

upon His name, by which He is called: “The Lord Is Our Righteousness.” 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


