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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 The End. End with a capital “E.” The End of the world. That’s what Jesus is talking about 

this morning. Not exactly the Christmas message—but, then again, it isn’t Christmas yet. It’s 

still Advent. Nor is it the End yet. The End is yet to come. 

 But the End isn’t really the End, is it? At least, that’s not what we see in the movies and 

television shows. There are always some survivors. We have a whole genre devoted to this 

called “post-apocalyptic.” After the Apocalypse. On the screen, it’s depicted as a desolate 

wasteland. People fighting for resources. Lawless. Desperate. Still, there are survivors. The 

message is that humanity is resilient and resourceful—and humanity, perhaps, is also 

redeemable.  

 This redemption is accomplished by learning from our past mistakes. Namely, we must 

learn to take care of the earth on which we live. We have the power to make this world 

unlivable. If we turn from our evil ways—and, yes, they are in truth evil—then we can 

perhaps forestall our own demise and the destruction of this planet. And so post-

apocalyptic literature is a call to repentance. It’s a warning for us to mend our ways and to 

save ourselves.  

 Jesus gives us warning, as well. But, unlike the movies and television shows, there’s 

nothing we can do to forestall the apocalypse. It’s coming… He’s coming, regardless of what 

we do. Furthermore, we can do nothing to redeem ourselves. Learning from our past 

mistakes won’t cut it. Trying to be better won’t accomplish it. The End will still come. He, 

our Lord Jesus, will still come. We will see Him descend upon the clouds in power and great 

glory. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. This we confess and believe. This 

Jesus tells us will happen. He has given us the signs. 

 That’s what the illustration about the fig tree is about. The signs are already here, just 

like leaves on a fig tree. But behind those leaves, hidden behind the leaves, is the fruit. The 

world is perplexed by the signs. Bothered by them. They see the leaves but disregard the 

fruit hidden behind. We see the signs, knowing what they mean. We know what’s hidden 
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behind the signs. Our Lord Jesus doesn’t leave us perplexed, uncertain, confused, dazed. No, 

He tells us what the signs mean. 

 This world’s condition mirrors our own. It reflects our fallen state. While I don’t know 

about the science of climate change and such—whether the environmental issues are 

naturally occurring or if our problems are man-made—I do know that this world suffers 

because of humanity and our Fall into sin. Creation groans because of us…at least, 

theologically speaking. That’s what St. Paul writes in Romans. Creation groans, waiting for 

its redemption. Creation itself waits for Jesus to return in glory. 

 Now, to our world’s plight people of this world react, generally, in one of two ways. The 

first and less common reaction is to try to do something about it. Political action. Climate 

accords. Emission testing. Recycling. Nothing wrong with our government making efforts to 

ensure clean air and water for our people. Nothing wrong with recycling. In fact, if God has 

given us to be stewards of His creation, if God has given to humanity dominion over this 

earth and over the birds of the air and the fish of the sea and the animals of the field and 

over every creeping thing—then we have a duty and obligation to do the best we can to 

care for our environment. We are to be good stewards of God’s creation. 

 But the other way people react is to give up. What can be done? This world is being 

consumed, destroyed. We might as well enjoy it, right? Eat, drink, and be merry for 

tomorrow we die. Or, in slightly dated parlance: You only live once. This is the reaction 

Jesus addresses when He speaks about dissipation, drunkenness, and the cares of this 

world. Dissipation is sensual indulgence; drunkenness is any intoxication; and cares of this 

world is self-seeking gratification.  

 We as Christians are not to give up. We are here only for the benefit of others. To seek 

excess, intoxication, or gratification goes against the purpose God has for us—the purpose 

of loving others. When we get drunk or high, when we indulge in physical pleasure, when 

we use others for our own ends, we are no good to them and are thereby an offense to God. 

That’s why drugs and sex and the cares of this world are so dangerous. 

 Giving up is not how Christians ought to respond to Jesus’ warning of the End. Rather, 

we must respond with service and love toward others. As Jesus says, “We must work the 

works of Him who sent Me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work.” When 
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the End will come, we do not know. Nor can we know. The signs are all around us already. 

They have been, practically, forever. We are simply given to work, to watch, and to wait. 

 And when the End does come, it won’t really be the End. While the unbelieving world 

looks at the End with dread and deep horror, we know better. Rather, the signs are like 

those we see in Advent. The greens get hung. The trees go up. Lights are strung and cookies 

are baked. Packages are wrapped with shiny paper and tied with bows. The world is 

terrified by such signs, imagining only doom. But we Christians know them for what they 

are: they point to Christ and His coming.  

 You might think that comparing the sufferings of this world, the plight of our 

environment, political upheaval and wars and rumors of wars—comparing such things to 

Christmas preparations is dismissive and trite. Yet this is how we Christians ought to 

behold such things. They mean that Jesus our Lord can return at any moment! A very good 

thing. A very good thing, indeed! That’s why we put these lessons about the End in Advent, 

that is, in the beginning of the Church Year. We see the End in light of the beginning. We see 

the End in Light of Christ. 

 While we are given to be vigilant, we need not fear but can eagerly await Christ’s second 

coming. He has not left us to redeem ourselves, as some suppose, by righting past mistakes 

or trying to do better. Rather, our Lord Jesus is our redemption. When He says, “Raise your 

heads, because your redemption is drawing near,” He’s speaking of His crucifixion later that 

week. He reveals that He is the One—the only One—who can deal with humanity’s fall into 

sin and who can restore God’s creation.  

 This good work He has already begun on the cross. He will bring it to completion come 

the End. But the End won’t be the End. Post-apocalypse, He will give us a new heaven and a 

new earth. It will be perfect. No suffering. No plight. No environmental catastrophes or 

worldly struggles. Not even a threat of harm. Rather, Christ our Lord, the Son of Man, will 

stand upon the earth and rule with perfect power. And we—all who believe His Word and 

trust in His promises—we shall be with Him in the greatness of His glory. 

 In Jesus’ name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 
  


