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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 “Seasons greetings.” “Happy holidays.” You can say either, to whomever, without much 

problem. But if you say, “Merry Christmas,” you might just offend somebody. 

 One of the great and terrible sins of our society is to offend. Offense is something that 

causes another to feel upset, annoyed, or resentful. Offense is a violation of socially 

acceptable behavior. And our culture has a long history of pointing out what is socially 

acceptable and what is not. For example, you don’t discuss politics or religion at a family 

gathering—at least, if your family is polite. That’s because politics and religion are 

offensive. My mentioning of politics—even in general—might upset or annoy some of you. 

That’s just how offensive they can be. Also, religion-talk, while most of us expect to hear 

about religion in a sermon, is quite offensive in other conversational arenas. 

 To be clear, we can say and do things that are offensive. We can seek to upset, annoy, 

and cause resentment in others. This is not a good thing. In fact, we might even say that it’s 

sinful. When I was a kid, we’d play the I’m-not-touching-you game. You know, it’s when you 

go up to your brother (I only had brothers), stick your finger out, and make like you’re 

going to poke him. But you don’t. You move your hand around and say, “I’m not touching 

you.” The goal is to annoy him so much that he smacks your hand and you can cry out, all 

offended like, “Mom! Dad! He hit me!” That’s being offensive. It’s provoking another to 

anger. That’s a sin. 

 Yet Jesus says, “Blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.” Jesus is the “me.” People 

were offended by Jesus. He upset them, annoyed them, caused them to be resentful. He still 

offends people. At times, He even offends us. 

 Offense has overwhelmingly become a concern in our culture. So much so that news 

outlets are reporting on people being offended and their feelings hurt. When did hurting 

another person’s feelings become a crime? (I’m speaking legally here.) How did a person 

being offended become newsworthy? (This is a socio-political question.) Is offending 

another person’s sensibilities a sin? (Ah, finally, a theological question!) 
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 I don’t know if hurting another person’s feelings is a crime—you’ll have to ask a lawyer. 

As far as I know, we have the right to be offended and to express our displeasure, but we 

don’t have the right not to be offended. Regarding the newsworthiness of offense, I think it 

depends on who was offended. If the President of our United States offends the Queen of 

England, that’s more egregious than if he offends a White House news correspondent. At 

least, that’s what I’d think. But, regarding the last question, I can give you more than what I 

think—I can give you the Scriptures. 

 The Gospel is an offense to the world. When asked if He truly is the Messiah, Jesus tells 

the Baptist’s disciples about His miracles and adds, “Blessed is the one who is not offended 

by Me.” Jesus says this because His message is offensive and controversial. Even some of 

His disciples left Him, but Jesus didn’t change His teachings or chase after them (Jn 6:61-

67). Apostle Paul calls the cross an “offense” (Gal 5:11). If we are only concerned about 

making the Gospel unoffensive, then we won’t be preaching the Gospel. The Gospel, by its 

very nature and in its substance, is offensive. “For the word of the cross is folly to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” And “we preach 

Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles” (1Co 1:18, 23). 

 Jesus’ disciples reported that the Pharisees were offended because of His teachings, but 

Jesus answered, “Let them alone” (Mt 15:14). Jesus even offended His hometown of 

Nazareth, so He chose to move on (Mt 13:57-58). We may need to let others alone when 

they’re offended by the Gospel. When we do encounter those offended by Christianity and 

Christians—2 Corinthians 2:14-16 says believers smell like death to unbelievers—, St. Paul 

tells us, “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all” (Rm 12:18) and to 

speak “the truth in love” (Eph 4:15). 

 Although people will be offended, Jesus didn’t seek to offend. Matthew 17:24-27 records 

one occasion when Jesus tells Simon Peter to pay the temple tax—even though Jesus is the 

Son of God—to avoid offending others. Likewise, we shouldn’t seek to offend. That means 

we don’t use words and do things we know will violate cultural sensibilities. We ought not 

seek to upset, to annoy, or to cause resentment in others. We aren’t supposed to act 

childish, point our fingers at others, and try to provoke them to anger. 

 Rather, we join St. John the Baptist and point to Jesus. We declare, though it may upset 

or annoy or cause resentment in others, that Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
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sins of the world. Our Lord Jesus is the One who took our offenses—including our being 

offensive—He took them to the cross. What greater offense is there than the cross? None. 

But where can greater joy and comfort be found than in the cross? Nowhere. So we hold 

fast to the offensive Gospel, because we need Jesus for salvation; we need Jesus for our joy 

and comfort. 

 Jesus and His Gospel will still offend—as will we Christians. Truth offends those who 

live lives contrary to it. While the world says that causing offense is a sin, pointing out the 

sins of others is, indeed, quite offensive. How about the Gospel? It declares that people are 

sinners who need to repent and that forgiveness is given only through Jesus Christ. In a 

sense, witnessing to those who don’t yet believe requires the risk of offense. Otherwise, 

how can they ever hear of their need and of Jesus who meets that need?  

 Thank God that those before us—like John the Baptist or Paul or our parents and 

grandparents—shared with us the offense of Jesus’ cross! They risked our offense so that 

we might be saved. And, by Jesus’ cross, we are.  

 Therefore, I’m going to run the risk of offending you—admittedly, it’s not much of a 

risk—and wish you a “Merry Christmas.” I suggest you do the same the remainder of the 

season. Because, indeed, Christ Jesus and His cross give us cause to rejoice and be merry. 

 In His name. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ + 
Jesus. 


