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 Christmas morning is here! From the manger shines forth Christ Jesus. The Light has 

come into the world. Therefore, we are gathered at Church, and we pause, and we behold 

this Babe of Bethlehem. 

 Behold the Word of God, now in flesh appearing. The joy and wonder of Christmas day 

isn’t just the joy of a new life being brought into this world—it isn’t just the joy parents 

have when they first hold their child in their arms. No, this Child is God. This Child is the 

Word, the Son, the Second Person of the Trinity, God Himself. When you behold Christ Jesus 

lying in the manger, you see your Creator. You see the Word of God, who called all of this 

into existence, who spoke this entire world into being. This Child is the Creator of all 

things—as we confess: “by whom all things were made.”  

 Behold the manger. A Child, an Infant. Unable to speak—the Word of God, unable to 

speak! God Himself, who gives us our daily bread, unable to feed or clothe Himself. The 

Creator comes as a Man, but not just a Man. Man at His weakest, at His lowliest. He is born 

just like all of us were born. Weak, where even opening His eyes is tiresome and difficult. 

This is an experience you and God have in common now, because that is how He chose to 

come. God comes down to your level, to be with you. 

 Behold the Life. Christ has life. We didn’t. Not since Adam, not since Eve. We didn't have 

life. Death was what we sinful men had. Our days on earth were just a brief flickering, a 

spark that flared up and then was snuffed out—grass that withers and fades away. We 

didn’t have life—we grew old and died. The life that was mankind’s we lost by sin, and we 

were thus stuck in death, in darkness. And that’s where all us sinners would have stayed, 

except for one thing. 

 Behold the Light of men. The Light of Light Eternal comes into the world of darkness, 

the world full of sin. He comes into our world of death in order to bring with Himself life. 

When you see this Child mangered, you are seeing that even though you should die, you 

will live again. When you see Jesus held in His mother’s arms, you see and know that the 

heavenly Father hasn’t forgotten you. He will do whatever is necessary to hold you again as 
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His own. Do whatever is necessary to pull you out of the darkness into which you have 

stumbled. Do whatever is necessary to have your restored to Him. Not just for today, but 

forever, for all eternity.  

 Behold the Son come down from heaven. “Who for us men and for our salvation.” He 

brings life. Christ is truly Man, like us in every way except one—He’s without sin. He has no 

darkness of His own. No death is in Him. When He comes, He comes bringing life, His life to 

contend against our death. He is humanity’s champion against death’s tyranny. His ministry 

is a combat against this grave foe. He fights most fiercely upon the cross! His victory is won. 

Resoundingly. Easter Day, He strides forth from the tomb. Alive. In Him is life. 

 Behold the newborn King. He grows in wisdom and stature, in favor with God and with 

men. He grows so that He might become King. Another sat upon the throne of this world. 

Even the throne of your heart. Satan, the Adversary, the Enemy. This demonic lord seeks to 

lord over you. Until this newborn King goes to the cross, He was not yet your King, crowned 

with His glory. Without the glory of the cross, He had not yet won you to be His own. But 

see, He comes, even when He cannot yet walk. Striding toward Golgotha. Ready to fight for 

your life, to win your salvation. This One laid in the manger is the one who lays down His 

life so that He can share His life with you for all eternity. He is King of kings, Lord of lords. A 

King, a Lord, who saves you from sin and death and Satan. 

 Behold the Word become flesh. He is not distant. He comes to dwell with you—and to 

have you dwell with Him. When you see the Christ Child, know that your life is different, 

different from what it would’ve been. Your life is now a life shared with God. Even now. 

Even now you have life everlasting. Life incorruptible, abundant, glorious. Even now. 

 Behold God with us. He is. The Word become flesh is present with us in His Word. 

“Wherever two or three are gathered in My name, there I am in the midst of them.” Christ is 

present with us now. Indeed, this is Christmas—Christ Mass. In the Supper, we behold what 

Mary and Joseph and the Shepherds beheld that first Christmas—God with us, God present 

for us, God in flesh appearing.  

 Behold the Christ, true God and true Man. He came to be with us, to win us life and 

salvation, to be present with us—now, always, and forever.  

 Thus we are gathered here this morning at Church, and we pause, and we behold and 

worship on bended knee this Babe of Bethlehem. 


